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Preface

James F. Osborne

The Oriental Institute’s Syrian-Hittite Expedition of the 1930s ranks as one of the more ironic publica-
tion histories among the Institute’s projects: despite being famous across Near Eastern archaeology for its
monumental prehistoric publication (Braidwood and Braidwood 1960), the corresponding volume for the
Expedition’s historical periods never appeared — despite the fact that it was these periods whose discovery
was the explicit goal of the Expedition in the first place. By the early twentieth century, the capital cities
of the city-states alternatively known as Neo-Hittite/Luwian or Aramaean (depending on the predominant
language of local inscriptions) in what is today southeastern Turkey and northern Syria had all been more
or less identified. Furthermore, many of them had received significant amounts of excavation and had pro-
duced statuary and architecture that is now justly among the ancient Near East’s most famous. These sites
are well known to students of the Near Eastern Iron Age: Carchemish, Malatya, Tell Ahmar, Tell Halaf, and
Zincirli, among others.

Yet one major Iron Age center remained elusive: Kunulua, capital city of the kingdom of Patina, whose
wealth Assyrian rulers in the early first millennium Bc described as one of the greatest in the region. Geo-
graphical and historical considerations indicated that Kunulua’s location must have been somewhere in the
Amugq Valley at the northeast corner of the Mediterranean Sea. The Oriental Institute created the Syrian-
Hittite Expedition in order to capitalize on the opportunity to unearth the remains of one of the last unex-
plored Iron Age capitals of the region and to discover the Iron Age descendants of the Hittites in what was
then Syria. (Today, the Amuq Valley lies within the Hatay province of Turkey.)

In the end, the identification and excavation of Kunulua was only one of the Syrian-Hittite Expedition’s
accomplishments. In order to gain as a full a picture as possible of the region’s rich archaeological record,
the Expedition conducted a multipronged field strategy. First, they excavated a number of sites in the Amuq
Valley — sites that spanned its archaeological record from the Neolithic period through the Medieval. Sec-
ond, they conducted a site survey — one of the first in the history of archaeology — that mapped all of the
sites in the valley and determined which of them were occupied in which periods. For the first time, it was
possible to chart the evolution of entire settlement patterns over thousands of years. Finally, they uncov-
ered the monumental remains of the local Iron Age capital city of Kunulua that they had originally set out
to unearth. (And while the Oriental Institute was doing all of this, Sir Leonard Woolley was excavating Tell
Atchana, another large site in the Amuq Valley, on behalf of the British Museum; this city would prove to be
ancient Alalakh, the second-millennium predecessor of Kunulua.)

Among the several sites at which the Syrian-Hittite Expedition undertook excavation during its years
in the Amugq, three stand out both in terms of their significance and the amount of energy invested by the
Expedition. Tell Judeidah provided the stratigraphic sequence that would tie together the archaeologi-
cal record of the Amuq Valley by providing a baseline for the diachronic changes in local material culture
through the ages. Tell Tayinat proved to be the ancient city of Kunulua; several of its impressive monu-
ments are on public display in the Oriental Institute Museum and the Hatay Archaeology Museum. And
Catal Hoylik — first excavated, as Marina Pucci describes in her opening chapter, because it was incorrectly
thought to be Kunulua itself — provided some of the largest horizontal exposures of an Iron Age settlement
anywhere in the broader Syro-Anatolian region.

None of these sites, however, have ever received full publication despite the end of the Syrian-Hittite
Expedition over seventy-five years ago. A much-cited, but unpublished, dissertation by Gustavus Swift in
1958 presented some of the historical ceramic sequence from all three sites, picking up where the prehistoric
publication left off, but it was hardly comprehensive in scope. A well-illustrated volume published by the
Expedition’s architect presented the final plans of the architectural remains and their phasing (Haines 1971),
but almost no material culture of any kind. Since that volume, the final publication of the Syrian-Hittite

Xix



oi.uchicago.edu

XX Preface

Expedition’s findings has been undertaken in fits and starts by a number of researchers over the years, but
never seen to completion.

In the mid-2000s, the Oriental Institute renewed efforts to publish the final reports of all of Tell Judei-
dah, Tell Tayinat, and Catal Hoyiik. With the Oriental Institute’s permission and encouragement, and with
the generous underwriting of the Shelby White and Leon Levy Program for Archaeological Publications,
agreements were reached with individual researchers to take responsibility for the material. This volume by
Marina Pucci represents the first of these to be published, and it is a testament to her drive and focus that
she has managed to corral such a vast and disparate corpus of material into a single work. The publication
of archaeological reports for sites excavated generations ago is a uniquely challenging endeavor. Such a pro-
duction involves not just the material itself, but also combing through the original excavation notes of the
1930s, and as such, one has to become as familiar with the handwriting and states of mind of long-deceased
excavators as with the details of ceramic typology and stratigraphy.

In this work, Marina Pucci offers the complete architectural phasing of the stratigraphy from Catal Hoyiik
and all of these phases’ accompanying material culture. This volume is an enormous boon to Near Eastern
archaeologists of all stripes, who have been eagerly awaiting its appearance. The product of over a decade
of labor, this report will prove to be worth the long wait since the remains of Catal Hoylik were first brought
to light three-quarters of a century ago.
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CHAPTER 1

History of the Excavations, Research,
and Materials

This work presents the analysis of the excavation data (small finds, pottery, documents, and drawings) from
the mound of Chatal Hoyiik in the Amuq® (Turkey), compiled and collected by American archaeologists in
the 1930s and currently kept in the Oriental Institute at Chicago. The American excavations focused on the
Iron Age and Late Bronze Age levels, with a few soundings in more ancient periods.

The mound of Chatal Hoyiik (pl. 190) is located in the eastern part of the Amuq Plain on the left bank
of the Afrin river (site no. 167 of the Amuq Survey, Braidwood 1937), at a crossroad that leads to the east to
the Afrin valley and to the main road connecting the Amugq plain to Afrinhan, Azaz, Tell Arpad, and Oylum
Hoylik (see Braidwood 1937, p. 41 and map IX; Osborne 2013, fig. 5). To the west the path follows the Afrin
bed to the road that led to Tell Tayinat/Atchana and then to the south upstream along the Orontes toward
Syria. The site consists of a large acropolis, mainly investigated by the American team, and a lower town
extending on its eastern side, opposite to the river, left untouched by archaeological research and perfectly
visible in CORONA images (see pl. 191 and of this volume).

The Archaeological Investigations at Chatal Hoyiik and in the Amuq:
A Brief History

In May 1930 Dr. Emil Forrer, a Swiss historian who was at the time employed at the Oriental Institute, wrote
a letter (OIM Archives, box F, file 3-16)? to the director of the Oriental Institute, Professor James Breasted,
in order to direct the attention of the Institute to the site of Chatal Hoyiik. Dr. Forrer, who was traveling in
the region, suggested that the site of Chatal Hoyiik could possibly be identified with the ancient town of
Kunulua, due to the large extent of the mound and to the large quantity of Iron Age pottery sherds spread
on its slopes.® At that time Kunulua, the capital of the land of Pattina, had not yet been identified, and it was
one of the few still unexcavated Syro-Hittite town centers, which were so rich in statues and orthostats.*
Moreover, Forrer suggested that “Kunulua” was the ancient name of “Calneh” (Gelb 1935), and he was con-
sequently eager to identify it and provide the Institute with a good excavation site.® This attempt succeeded:
one year later, in November 1931, the first expedition (New Syrian Expedition to the Amuq) under the di-
rectorship of Mr. Richard Martin left for the region of the Amuq with the aim of obtaining dig permits for
Chatal Hoyiik and Tell el Judeidah, organizing the excavation house, removing the cemetery on top of the
mound of Chatal, and drawing a topographic plan of the mound. The dig permits were easily obtained, and
after approximately eight months of activity in the field, the expedition had finished the partial construc-
tion of the dig house and the removal of the cemetery (possibly Islamic) located on top of the northeastern
spur of the mound of Chatal. This activity was not archaeologically documented, but only reported through

! In order to comply with the most recent publications regarding archaeology of the region, “Amuq” is employed instead of “‘Amug,” as well as
“Tayinat” instead of “Ta'yinat.”

2 Archive materials that have not been cataloged by the Oriental Institute Museum (OIM) are referred to throughout according to the author’s own
reference system; see appendix 4 for descriptions of materials and further details.

3 The trip to the Amuq was possibly related to Forrer’s activity in Crete, Cyprus, and Ugarit. See Oberheid 2008, pp. 190-202.
4 Tell Halaf, Zincirli, and Karkemish Malatya had already been identified and excavated.

* This interpretation was later refused, see Gelb 1935, p. 189. In recent times, renewed excavations at Tell Tayinat have brought to light several
cuneiform texts, which allowed a new reading of the name with Kinaliya/Kunuluwa (see Lauinger 2012, p. 91; see also Weeden 2015).
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a series of cable messages, nor does a topographic plan exist of the area as it looked before the removal of
the cemetery, except for the sketch made by Forrer in his letter of 1930. Consequently, not all the aims of
the expedition were fulfilled, and the general disorganization of the excavations, the high costs of the whole
operation, and the continuous lack of dig reports led Breasted, on February 29, 1932, to dismiss the field
director and reorganize the expedition with a new director.

The following season officially began on January 12, 1933, with archaeological investigations in the
northeastern and highest part of the mound;’ this was done under the direction of Mr. Claude Prost, the
inspector of antiquities in the Sandjak of Alexandretta. This season was called the c-season, taking the first
letter from the name of the site. Breasted officially presented the project in the same year.

The levels excavated under the directorship of Prost brought to light Armenian structures and a late
Roman-early Byzantine settlement extending along the northeastern spur. This settlement was documented
and completely removed in order to reach the underlying first-millennium Bc levels. The documentation
and removal of the upper levels of the northern area was pursued quite quickly, and the collected small finds
frequently lacked specific information concerning their archaeological context. It became evident that this
Roman-Byzantine settlement developed only on the northeastern spur of the mound, so that after the end
of this campaign all of the uppermost levels left on this part of the mound dated back to pre-Classical peri-
ods. From this time onwards (officially beginning August 31, 1933) lan McEwan was the director. He planned
extensive excavations on the three highest spurs of the mound in order to find representative structures,
orthostats, or written documents that could prove the identification of the mound as Kunulua. In the first
years of his directorship, McEwan remarked several times on the unspectacular nature of the structures on
the site in cable messages he sent to the Oriental Institute (see OIM Archives, McEwans Telegram, file Mce-
wan_01_Nov_1933). He started to doubt the identification of the site with a Syro-Hittite capital. Nevertheless,
the good state of preservation and large quantitites of artifacts provided such a bulk of information that
they continued excavating the site. By the end of the third campaign (1935), archaeologists had brought to
light in each excavated area small structures made of mudbrick walls and clay plaster, each one built directly
adjacent to the next. Materials and pottery found on the floors clearly pointed to a domestic use for these
structures and to the absence of large public buildings, confirming McEwan’s doubts.®

Campaign From To Director
- March 1, 1932 June 30, 1932 R. Martin
c-, Cp- January 12, 1933 June 26, 1933 C. Prost
a- October 17, 1933 April 21, 1934 I. McEwan; R. Braidwood
b- October 11, 1934 April 2, 1935 I. McEwan; R. Braidwood
1. McEwan; R. Braidwood excavation routine
e- October 1, 1935 June 30, 1936 .
and documentation system

Table 1. Archaeological campaigns®

In a letter dated January 2, 1935 (OIM Archives, box F, file 1-58), McEwan reported having noticed sev-
eral basalt stones at the site of Tell Tayinat; he and his team investigated them and discovered “a lintel of a
double doorway, in place.” Moreover, McEwan reported several additional discoveries: “on top of the mound
turned up by clandestine digging is a huge column base;” “one of the villagers had sold for eight gold pounds

¢ Several letters and cable messages were exchanged between the field director and the director of the Oriental Institute, which clearly show the
disappointment of the latter concerning the general naivety of the former.

7 Contact between the Oriental Institute and Prost had already started in April 1932; the construction of the dig house and the topographic plan,
as well as the square grid, were carried out during fall 1932 and winter 1932-33. The official opening ceremony took place on January 14, 1933 (see
OIM Archives, Chatal Negatives Prost, no. 20).

8 The shortcut letters (c, cp, etc.) were also used in the small find register before the inventory number of each object, as well as in the grave number-
ing, etc. While c- was used for “chatal” and cp- for “chatal pottery,” the other letters followed the alphabet, starting with a- and avoiding shortcuts
already in use (such as d- for Tell Dahab).
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a sculpture to the Marcopoli family in Aleppo;” and “another sculpture, a bas-relief that Prost described to
me as a char de combat magnifique.” All these elements led McEwan to request a dig permit for the site of Tell
Tayinat in order to find “the Syro-Hittite palace.” In summer 1935, the expedition brought to light represen-
tative Iron Age structures at Tell Tayinat (Temple II and the Bit Hilani building I). Due to these discoveries
and to the beginning of the Amugq survey in 1936 under the directorship of Robert Braidwood, archaeolo-
gists switched the focus of the excavations at Chatal Hoyiik: the last archaeological expedition at the site no
longer focused on large, extensive excavations but rather on deep trenches at the base of the mound; these
activities were carried out in order to better understand the stratigraphy of the settlement and to provide a
clear sequence, as had been done with the soundings at Tell el Judeidah.’ Although McEwan stressed the need
for further investigations at the site, which had a high potential to deliver an uninterrupted stratigraphic
sequence from the Uruk period to the end of the Iron Age, the Oriental Institute did not have the funds to
continue the expedition, and there was also a need to publish the results obtained so far.'

Excavation Routine and Documentation System

The Excavation System

The excavations at Chatal HOyiik were carried out, in the last three campaigns, at the same time as investi-
gations at Tell Tayinat, Tell el Judeidah, and at the smaller sites of Tell Kurdu and Tell Dahab. Nine people
formed the American team — archaeologists and others — while Syrian workers on an average day during
the high season numbered around 300. Consequently, the team had to move among the sites and check up
on the stage of the work on the excavations’ sectors, where a local chief worker was in charge of achieving
prescribed goals. For this reason, the field notebooks report brief information on each sector and name the
sector according to the name of the chief worker. Moreover, once Tayinat had been discovered (in 1935), this
site attracted the attention of the team and the notes and information on Chatal decreased in both number
and consistency.

Chatal Hoylik and Tell Judeidah shared the same system for excavating and documenting the con-
texts — grid-based, with numbered layers and floors — while a markedly different architecture-related
system was used at Tell Tayinat.

The methods employed in the excavations at the site were described in detail in the publication of the
older phases in the Amuq and are not going to be presented again here.!’ However, it is important to define
several terms that were used in the excavators’ jargon. These terms were written in the records and in the
object and pottery lists from Chatal Hoyiik; they are used in this publication, as well, to maintain consistency
with the original documentation.

Square: a 20 x 20 m area whose coordinates are indicated by a letter (north-south) and a number (east-west).

Level: notated as either a Roman numeral or an Arabic numeral, typically following the square identification.
Roman numerals were usually employed when the pottery horizon was identified, in an attempt to assign the
levels to a general stratigraphy of the mound as soon as possible during the excavations. This was possible
only in very broad ranges, dividing the mound into three periods: I = Later Periods (Byzantine); II = Iron Age;
and III = Late Bronze Age.'? Arabic numerals indicated a sequence in the square, starting from the surface
and extending to the bottom. In the first campaigns, Arabic numerals were used only in small trenches; they
replaced the Roman numerals completely during the last campaign, however, once it became evident that the

® McEwan 1937; Harrison 2001.

10 His last attempt to continue excavations was on December 1936, when he sent a letter that Wilson, the director of the Oriental Institute, should
forward to Rockfeller. Due to the length of the dig permit (which lasted until 1940) and to the forthcoming Syrian independence, which would have
made archaeological research and the importing of finds more difficult than under the French mandate, McEwan stressed the need to continue
excavations without further delay (OIM Archives, Syrian Expedition Documents, McEwan Letter, 3 December 1936). However, the difficult economic
situation of the Oriental Institute after the 1929 bank collapse compelled the director to take drastic measures to “close out most home and all field
research projects and expeditions as rapidly as possible” (OIM Archives, Chatal Documents, McEwan Telegram, 24 April 1936).

' Braidwood and Braidwood 1960, pp. 19-25.

12 This numbering system has nothing to do with the Roman numerals published in Haines 1971, which indicate the pottery groups at the site (table, p. 1).
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Roman numerals method was not very efficient. In fact, each Roman numeral indicated such a large period of
time, including several building periods, that they required subdivisions (such as Illa, 11Tb), which were again
unique to the square. This solution was very confusing; while the Roman numerals indicated a period spanning
over multiple squares, the letter indicated a subdivision unique to each square, meaning that, for example,
N-13_IIla was not necessarily contemporaneous with N-12_I1la."® In Haines’s publication of the structural re-
mains (1971), all levels were renumbered following a new Arabic number sequence, replacing the two methods
used during the excavations; Haines’s numbering system was area dependent rather than square dependent.

Locus: the findspot for a small find or sherd, consisting of the square identification number and the level
number (e.g., N-13_IIId).

Cache: a specific group of objects and/or sherds that were found together. The cache is indicated by an Arabic
numeral following the square in which it was found; the square and the cache are separated by a forward slash
(e.g.,N-13/1), and the cache was used to better define the findspots of the small finds. Each cache belongs to
a locus, and the relationships between caches and loci were recorded in the written documents.

Symbols: several graphic symbols were employed and provide additional information about the findspots of
the objects and pottery. These symbols indicate whether the object was found on the floor, in dumps, on the
surface, inside the mud brick walls, or beneath a floor. These symbols, also noted in the Small Finds Register,
were itemized and added in words to the catalog of this publication.

Floor: floors were numbered serially in a given square and indicate both built floors and tamped earth. Some-
times this term was also used to refer to a simple interface between two levels.

The Daily Routine at the Excavation House

A daily report on the process of the excavations does not exist. Rather, the field notes collect daily informa-
tion on the excavations, occasionally give a description of specific find spots, and provide a brief descrip-
tion of the pottery in a specific locus once the sherds have already been washed, sorted, and labeled with
the locus indication in the sherd yard (see Braidwood and Braidwood 1960, p. 23). The excavation house was
located to the south of Tell el Judeidah, and all sherds and small finds from the sites were kept there. Each
day, the small finds collected on the site were recorded in the Object Register, a large book sorted first by
site and second by date, which includes the inventory number (a serial number preceded by the letter of
the campaign in the format L-NNNN; see table 1), a brief description of the object, its locus, and remarks on
the findspot. The inventory number of the museum and the negative number of the photo of the artifact
were added to each entry on a later occasion. The small finds were labeled (either by writing the inventory
number directly on the object or adding a paper label) and stored, while the sherds were put in large bags
according to their locus, and the bags were labeled with the locus number and stored.

Selected small finds and vessels were photographed and directly restored in the excavation house. There
was no systematization of the architectural drawings done during the excavations, nor were the small finds
illustrated — the few drawings that are currently available seem to have been done at later periods.

It is not clear when small finds and pottery were divided in order to be transported either to the Hatay
Archaeological Museum (formerly Antakya Archaeological Museum) or to the Oriental Institute Museum in
Chicago. It is evident, however, that the process of dividing the objects was drawn out over multiple phases:
archaeologists had the time to take photos of those objects that were intended to be left in Antioch (Antakya),
to discard others, and to postpone the documenting of those small finds that were to be brought to Chicago.

3 Haines (1971, p. 1) writes that the subdivisions in a, b, and c indicated minor alterations in the architecture, while in reality they indicated sub-
phases in a cultural period.
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History of Research

The Reports and the Amuq Research

In the general report concerning the archaeological activities of the Oriental Institute (1935, pp. 61-62),
Dubberstein included a condensed report from Ian McEwan on the stratigraphy at Chatal Hoyiik; he empha-
sized the domestic character of the architecture on the site, and stressed the relevance of the archaeological
accumulation and its potential in establishing a new chronology for the Iron age materials found in Syria.

After a short summary in Albright (1936, pp. 164-65), materials from Chatal H3yiik were briefly described
by McEwan (1937) in an article concerning the exceptional findings at Tell Tayinat. In this article, he also
published the first chronological table aimed toward a general division of phases based on the stratigraphic
sequence (in Roman numerals) at Tell el Judeidah.

In the report of the survey,' Braidwood (1937) included a topographic description of Chatal Hoyiik and
the general tables showing the Judeidah sequence, with Roman numerals, which was an improvement over
the table published by McEwan in the same year.

Seven years later, in 1944, Braidwood published a first draft of the new Amuq sequence of cultural phases,
which used letters to indicate cultural phases of the whole region. In fact, the discrepancies between the
archaeological sequence at Tell el Judeidah and the results of the excavations at Tell Kurdu emphasized the
need for a new terminology that was not connected to a specific site.”” This sequence was the one used in
the final reports and became a reference point for the archaeologists of the region.

The 1949 article on skulls from burials by Krogman is the first published report on several materials
from Chatal Hoyiik; it concerns the skulls found in the graves on the site, and includes a table summarizing
the Amuq phases. Due to the anthropological focus of the article, Krogman omitted the descriptions of the
burials” archaeological contexts, though he did use the burial dating that was provisionally assigned during
the excavations in the field.

In 1958, Swift presented a PhD thesis on the pottery materials from the later phases, which included some
of the complete vessels found at Chatal Hoyiik. The thesis has never been published, although the manuscript
was, in 1960, considered to be at an advanced stage for publication. Up to now, it has represented the only
analysis of the Amuq pottery from the later periods.'®

In 1960, Robert and Linda Braidwood published the first Syrian Expedition Report, i.e., the complete
Amuq sequence for phases A-J, including, among other things, the materials found in the two deep sound-
ings at the foot of the mound of Chatal Hoyiik (squares V/W-15/16) as well as the stratigraphic description
of these soundings.

The latest publication on the excavations from Chatal Hdyiik dates back to 1971. Haines, who was the
architect at the excavations, published the structural remains found on the mound together with those ex-
cavated at Tell Tayinat and Tell Judeidah. He grouped the structural remains of Chatal Hoytik in each area
separately, dividing them according to the Amuq phases M, N, and O, and provided a general description of
the architectural features.'” Structures were assigned to phases according to the general pottery criteria
used during the excavations; this method of assignment was not critically discussed in Haines’s publication.
Stratigraphy, small finds, pottery, and a consequent critical analysis of the architecture were meant to be
topics for further publications.

Since then, several scholars have written about specific classes of materials — mainly in articles or un-
published dissertations — though without clear reference to the stratigraphic sequence, which has never
been fully analyzed. However, considering the relevance of the single works on specific classes of materials,
it is worth quoting the PhD thesis of Alexander Pruss on the Amuq figurines (Pruss 2010) as well as the Ha-
bilitationsschrift of Jan-Waalke Meyer on the Amuq stamp seals (Meyer 2008).18 T. Vorderstrasse has worked

1 The survey was carried out in the last year, 1936, at the same time as the latest excavations on the site (Braidwood 1937).

1> Because this article focused on chronological correlations between different regions in the fourth and third millennia, only phases A-F were
presented. See Braidwood et al. 1944, table 1 and footnote 45.

16 The thesis is generally available as a manuscript in microfiches.
17 Both reviewers of the publication pointed out the descriptive character without attempt to analyze the remains (Kempinski 1973; Nagel 1978-79).

8 Orthmann has been working on the reliefs (and, to my knowledge, there exists an unfinished manuscript on this subject) while Dornemann has
been working on the pottery.
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on the small finds from the Byzantine phase T, and published the coins and the few other objects dating to
that period (Vorderstrasse 2004).

Specific mention should be given to the work of John Matthers, carried out at the end of the 1950s and
beginning of the 1960s. The English researcher had sampled several sherds from the Amug, kept in the Ori-
ental Institute Museum, in order to perform neutron activation analysis. Unfortunately, his sudden death
prevented the completion of the project; only a short article concerning the analysis of the Black on Red
pottery from the Amuq was published posthumously (Matthers et al. 1983).%

The main contribution of the archaeological research in the Amuq was to establish a chronological divi-
sion for the region — namely, a division into phases — which still today represents a valid point of reference
for scholars and researchers. The continuous use of the “Amuq Phase” nomenclature as a reference point in
modern scientific works clearly demonstrates the validity of this first arrangement and the need to better
define, enlarge, reassess, and correct, where necessary, the features of the material culture belonging to each
phase. With this in mind, and considering the fact that the analysis presented here mainly belongs to the
building elements of the Amuq phasing, the following section aims to provide the reader with an overview
of the state of research and how this present research fits, enlarges, and partially completes the description
of the Amuq phases.?

The Amugq Cultural Phases

The Amugq sequence is given in terms of phases, which are based on “typological grounds and with respect to
the intermound fabric of stratigraphy succession . ... Those phases show ten distinct assemblages and rep-
resent the material manifestations of what must have been ten reasonably distinct and successive cultures.
... This phase classification has been arbitrarily set up, each phase including the range of strata and floors
during which a particular assemblage of artifacts was characteristic” (Braidwood and Braidwood 1960, p. 4).
With these words, Braidwood introduced the publication of small finds and pottery from the earliest ten
Amugq phases (A-J) and the new reassessment of the Amuq sequence, moving from a stratigraphy based on
Judeidah periods to a more general regional sequence. Further on, Braidwood states that “the impression is
of development and flow of artifactual materials along with the appearance of new traits and not a succes-
sion of completely new assemblages” (p. 4). In other words, even if the cultural materials from each phase
differ from one phase to the next, this does not indicate separate assemblages or a succession of distinctive
“cultures,” nor is it related to ethnic or political issues. In this publication the authors do not mention the
phases later than J (whose end was set at around 2000 Bc), nor do they take into consideration any of the
materials from the later periods, although phases K-T were already defined and their features were provi-
sionally sketched in tables in previous articles (see paragraphs above).

The pottery from these later phases is the main subject of analysis in Swift’s unpublished PhD. He states
that “the notion of phase is to be applied to a body of material having coherence and definite limits in strati-
graphic terms, and a degree of unity in terms of its entire range of content in all categories of materials.
For simplicity and brevity, however, a phase is usually defined by its stratification and by the leading char-
acteristics of its pottery” (1958, p. 3). Consequently, the phase is an artificial construct that defines specific
features that identify it. In theory, these features are related both to the small finds and to the pottery; in
practice, however, the criteria defining the phases were basically only related to the pottery assemblages.*!

Phases A-] were presented in detail and were published on the basis of the results of the excavations at
Tell el Judeidah, of the deep trenches at Chatal Hoyiik and at Tell Tayinat, and of the soundings at Tell Dahab
and Tell Kurdu. All materials from all quoted excavations were published, divided per class and phase; this
set a standard for further publications from the same region. The archaeologists also planned the final report

19 1t is still possible to correlate the neutron activation analysis sample numbers with the sherds collected in the Oriental Institute Museum, and
these NAA numbers are also indicated in the catalog. Unfortunately, after so many years and after the dismissal of the department of archaeometry
at Manchester University, where most of the samples were kept, it is not possible to find the as-yet-unanalyzed samples. Michael Hughes from the
British Museum performed some analyses on nine red slip samples and drafted an article, which remained unpublished due to the small number of
samples, though he kindly made it available. Many thanks are due to Professor G. Lehmann, who provided me with a copy of Matthers’s notebooks.
2 The very late Amuq phases will probably remain incomplete due to the fact that there is no need for this later period to use a specific regional
sequence when worldwide terminologies are available for these periods.

1 See Braidwood 1937, table 1: the pottery and small find features that were considered typical for a period were already sketched for the “cultural
periods” VI, V, and 1V, which correspond to the Amugq phases M, N, and 0.
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of the materials from the later phases as an analysis of all classes of materials, according to phase, from all
the excavated sites in the Amuq in which levels from these phases had been excavated.?? Due to the fact that
the extensive excavations of the Syrian Expedition of the Oriental Institute dealt mainly with materials from
the first and second millennia B¢, i.e., from the Amuq later phases, the collected assemblages of materials
belonging to these later phases largely exceeded the assemblage of the earlier phases and consequently re-
quired a larger (or impossible) effort in processing all the materials at once. For this reason, the small finds
from phases K-0O (second and first millennia Bc) were divided into main categories (or classes) and assigned
to several scholars: their contributions were supposed to make up the final publication and to present a
coherent assemblage for each phase. As it happened, none of these contributions was ever completed or
published, leaving Swift’s PhD, Pottery of the Amuq Phases K to O, the only work written on the Amugq later
phases by one of the team members.

Beacuse he had to balance the time it would take to analyze all the sherds against the need to finish his
PhD, Swift did not process all the sherds from the sites of Chatal Hoyiik, Tell el Judeidah, and Tell Tayinat
from the later phases. Instead, he performed a radical selection of the materials, making an effort toward
generalization; his aim was to define and date the later phases and to present “typical” pieces for each phase.
The analysis was based on two criteria:** first, he went through the sherd drawers by “looking” at the sherds
from the squares that provided a high number of levels, i.e., those squares that were excavated in depth, and
which consequently yielded a broader range of accumulations.* Second, he proceeded typologically, choosing
pieces from the three sites, comparing them to the typology and stratigraphy of Alalakh, and establishing
connections to the sequence provided by Woolley (1955).

The selection of the pieces to be illustrated and presented in Swift’s work was based first on the status
of preservation of the sherd (i.e., complete vessels took priority) and second on the “peculiarity or diag-
nostic features” (1958, pp. 1-2) of a single sherd. As a result, among the approximately 16,000 sherds from
Chatal Hoyiik available at the Oriental Institute Museum, twenty-four complete vessels and eleven sherds
were illustrated in the dissertation, and no catalog of further analyzed sherds exists.” It is not my inten-
tion here to criticize Swift’s methods or selection criteria for the materials, but rather to emphasize that
the extremely large number of potsherds that needed to be processed to provide a reliable sequence for
the late phases of all excavated Amugq sites discouraged not only Swift but also all his successors in the job.
It also prevented him from providing a sequence for the later phases, which could have satisfied the needs
of the academic community by presenting a large number of examples for each period. As a consequence,
the bulk of the pottery materials hindered any scholar from completing the work in a period of time that
the frequent changes in an academic career might have allowed; the materials from these cultural phases,
therefore, were left unpublished.

Swift, however, did add some criteria to the phase differentiation according to the pottery that Braid-
wood had already sketched; these new criteria (see table 2) represent an important starting point for the
present volume.

Pc;llal;e Braidwood 1938 Swift 1958
1600-1200 BC
The assemblages from this phase include a few Cypriot imports
M like milk bowls, spindle bottles, and Nuzi ware. Large amounts 1550-1400 BC
of combed pottery, a few Painted Monochrome vessels, and Gray | Atchana IV.
Wares characterize the body of the pottery from this phase, the
majority of which is made of Simple Wares.

Table 2. Pottery features per cultural phase

2 The debate concerning their actual validity or internal changes is not a matter for discussion here.
2 This assessment is based on the assemblage from Chatal Hoyiik.

2 In particular, comparing what was analyzed in the dissertation and what is located at the Oriental Institute Museum leads one to the conclusion
that basically only the sherds coming from two squares, N-13 and V-13, were viewed and analyzed.

% The fact that the sherds did not have an inventory number represented a further difficulty in the analysis of the single pieces.
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Cult.
Braidwood 1938 Swift 1958
Phase ft
1200-1000 BC
N Sub-Mycenaean or Late Helladic IV wares. No burnished wares 1150_950. Be .
No red slip, Cypro-Geometric I.
appear.
Oa: 950-900 BC
Red slip hand-burnished, Cypro-Geometric I-1I.
0b: 900-800 BC
RS hand and wheel-burnished, Cypro-Geometric II-III.
1000-500 BC
Y Oc: 800-725 BC

Red slipped series. Bichrome Painted.
PP RS wheel-burnished increases, hand-burnished diminishes,

elaborate rims, Cypro-Geometric III.

0d: 725-550 BC
RS wheel-burnished, Cypro-Geometric 111, Cypro-Archaic I

Table 2. Pottery features per cultural phase

The analyses of the other classes of materials did not directly concern the division into phases. In fact,
it was not possible to process the objects from a stratigraphic point of view because it was not possible to
immediately establish a connection between the locus indication on the artifact and the general level and/or
phase. Therefore, although a typological analysis of the small finds was possible, their archaeological con-
texts and phase assignment were only very general, when they were available.?®

Since 2000, the Amuq Publication Committee has decided to divide the materials according to site and not
according to class of materials. This decision allows scholars not only to deal with a more limited number of
objects and sherds, but also to keep the connections between the archaeological context and the finds, thus
allowing them to elaborate a stratigraphy without losing the general picture. Because the three sites (Tell
Judeidah, Chatal Hoyiik, and Tell Tayinat) were excavated with different aims, the analyses also have specific
purposes and methods. In the case of Chatal Hoyiik, the large extent and limited depth of the excavated areas
on the one hand allows a detailed analysis of the inventories of each phase on the basis of a large number
of artifacts and sherds, but on the other hand limits the analysis to three cultural phases. Moreover, due
to the fact that the material cultures were divided into large phases (sometimes extending over 500 years)
according to evident ceramic criteria, Chatal Hoyiik provides such a large quantity of materials from these
three phases that a detailed study allows a finer division.?”’

Materials from Chatal Hoyiik in the Current Research of the
Late Bronze Age/Iron Age Periods

The site of Chatal H3yiik was extensively excavated (approximately 65 percent of the extent of the acropolis),
and these investigations still represent the largest ones in a pre-Classical site in the Amuq region for the
Late Bronze and Iron Age periods.

In the last twenty years, these archaeological periods in the areas of northern Syria and southeastern
Turkey have been (and still remain) the focus of scientific interest; this is due to the position of the Amugq
valley between Cilicia, Anatolia, Syria, and Mesopotamia, and to recent discoveries in Aleppo and Tell Tayinat
that shed new light on the early stages of the Iron Age. The most important sites, which provided schol-
ars with a large amount of information from these periods, were dug at the end of the nineteenth and the
beginning of the twentieth centuries.?® Since then, historians and archaeologists have been investigating

% The published and unpublished works on specific classes of materials have been listed in this chapter under “The Reports and the Amuq Research,”
p. 5.

7 The appearance and spread of the red slip pottery characterized phase O; the imitation and import of Late Helladic Illc pottery were typical fea-
tures for phase N; and Nuzi and Atchana wares were considered determinant for phase M.

8 Marash was excavated in 1898 and never published; Tell Halaf was excavated in 1888, 1890, 1891, and 1902 (Langenegger, Miiller, and Naumann
1950; Moortgat 1955; Hrouda 1962); Zincirli in 1888, 1890, 1890-91, and 1902 (Luschan 1893, Luschan and Koldewey 1898, Luschan 1902, Luschan
and Jacoby 1911, Luschan and Andrae 1943); Carchemish in 1878-81 and 1911-14 (Woolley and Lawrence 1914; Woolley 1921; Woolley and Barnett
1952); Sagcagdzii in 1908 (Garstang 1908; Garstang 1913; du Plat Taylor, Seton-Williams, and Waechter 1950); Tell Ahmar in 1927, 1929, and 1930-31
(Thureau-Dangin 1929); Malatya in 1932 (Delaporte 1940); Hama in 1934-40 (Riis 1948, Fugmann 1958).
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these periods from several perspectives (art history, economy, and politics).?” From a historic point of view,
several changes in interpreting these periods have occurred: the usual, older interpretation of the period
of time after the collapse of the Late Bronze Age towns and before the Assyrian conquest (1200-900 BC) as a
“dark age” has been reversed. Continuity between the Late Bronze Age and Iron Age material cultures is now
generally accepted, and historical sources have been translated and investigated so that it is now possible
to outline a political history of this region.*

From an archaeological perspective, research concerning these periods in this geographical area has
taken two parallel directions. One line of research focused its attention on recently excavated Late Bronze
and Iron Age sites® in order to collect stratified materials using a more scientific method and to build a
stratigraphy of the premises. These new excavations, which uncovered Iron Age layers even within limited
excavated areas, provided scholars with ceramic sequences, object typologies, and archaeological sequences
of datable findings (such as the fibulae). In this context, materials from the Chatal Hdyiik excavations can
be analyzed with major elements for comparisons, but no other site in the Amuq region provided an unin-
terrupted sequence from the Late Bronze Age to the end of the Iron Age and no other site was excavated
extensively; therefore these materials, pottery in particular, still provide further information about the
established typologies. In the second line of research, archaeologists reconsidered small finds from these
older excavations in order to form typologies*? or to analyze the iconography,* without taking into consid-
eration the archaeological contexts. In this context, the publication of Chatal Hoyiik objects and installations
with a good archaeological context may provide further information on this subject. This analysis supplies
material in chronological sequence and at the same time offers new clues regarding the town’s organization
during these periods.

The data from the Chatal Hoyiik excavations, then, not only coincide with present directions of archaeo-
logical research, but their publication completes the aims of the former Amuq project. Consequently, even
eighty years after the end of the excavations and fifty years after Swift’s work, a systematic publication of
the Amuq materials still remains essential for the scientific community.

Aims and Structure of the Publication

Considering that the purposes of the excavations in the Amuq and the goals of the Syrian Expedition of the
Oriental Institute obviously influenced what was excavated and how it was excavated, and also how informa-
tion was gathered, and which small finds and sherds were brought to Chicago or left in Antioch, it was not
possible to freely decide the aims of this reanalysis. Moreover, as mentioned above, initially the main goal
of the excavations was to prove the identification of the settlement with the capital town and therefore the
excavations were carried out with that aim; in a second period, once it became clear that the capital town
was located at Tell Tayinat, archaeologists focused on the construction of a reliable Late Bronze and Iron
Age sequence and investigated specific areas in depth. The change in research goals during the excavations
led to heterogeneous documentation and different criteria in pottery selection, which became very detailed
only in the soundings.

Considering the relevance of both chronological and cultural aspects of the Late Bronze and Iron Age, this
publication has four main goals: first, to present the excavation report on the stratigraphy, pottery, and small
finds of Chatal; second, to elaborate further subdivisions of the phases, which are based on the stratigraphy
and related pottery of the site, and provide a more detailed analysis of the chronological sequence in the
specific site; third, to scientifically discuss the Amuq phase sequence in relation to the materials from this
site; and fourth, to offer future scholars — should they wish to pursue specific studies (e.g., on typology or
art history) in defined categories or classes of materials on a regional basis — the materials in their archaeo-
logical context and the basic data necessary for further research. This includes not only descriptions, photos,

2 For a general outline on specific classes: Orthmann 1971; Naumann 1971; Hawkins 2000; Mazzoni 2000; Winter 1976; Pucci 2008; Gilibert 2011;
Bonatz 2000.

3 Hawkins 1982, 2000; moreover, the recently discovered inscriptions in Aleppo provided further information. See Hawkins 2011.

31 As at Tell Atchana, Tell Tayinat, Tell Afis, Tell Ahmar, Kilise Tepe, Kinet H8yiik, Oylum Hdyiik.

32 Meyer 2008; Pruss 2010; Pedde 2000; Lehmann 1996.

33 Orthmann 1971; Mazzoni 2000; Gilibert 2011.
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and, when needed, drawings of the objects but also, when available, their specific stratigraphic context and
the other small finds and pottery that were found together with them.**

The present work follows only in part in the footsteps of the previous Amuq publications: after present-
ing the methods employed in the analysis and in the selection of the materials (chapter 2), it consists of
two main sections. The first is based on chronology, the second on classes of materials considered from a
functional and diachronic perspective, with the aim of emphasizing cultural features over time.

Stratigraphy and related materials occupy the first section, which is divided into four chapters, first
according to the excavated areas and then to the Amuq phases (chapters 3-6). The distinction in excavated
areas is kept from Haines’s publication because the correlations between these areas cannot be established
on an archaeological basis; the trenches dug between the areas in order to correlate them failed (Haines
1971, p. 16), as they were both too narrow (at 1 m wide) and too long, and it was not possible for the archae-
ologists to follow a single phase of domestic architecture from one area up to another area over a length
of hundreds of meters in a 1-m-wide trench. The criteria used for the division in phases inside one area
are based on one main element: given the sequence of deposits and the position of a specific locus in this
sequence, different pottery features mark the changes from one phase to the next. These pottery features
have been, in general, already indicated in previous publications (see table 2), and are in part newly defined
after the analysis of the sherds and of their loci. Changes in any other classes of materials, in the specific
architectural arrangement of an area, or in the stratigraphy (e.g., different structures or large destruction
horizons) do not influence the phase distinctions.

Each chapter of the first section presents a short overview of Haines’s building levels belonging to that
specific area (the correspondences between Haines’s building levels and Amuq phases have been completely
reanalyzed), the loci and caches included in a level, and a long description of the pottery assemblage of each
level. The pottery is discussed in the text according to each locus, while the plates show together the selected
pottery of a single level starting with open shapes. All pottery drawings are illustrated in a 1:5 scale, and
a graphic scale is provided in each plate. Architectural plans of the structures belonging to a specific level
are inserted in each section of the text. All original architectural drawings have been inserted in a general
plan using AutoCAD, and have been redrafted and checked with Haines’s plates in his 1971 publication; these
original drawings provided additional information, in particular concerning the mound wall and connections
among structures. The settlement maps in plates 192-96 were created by using the single original drawings.

The further division of the cultural phases M-0 into three specific subdivisions (beginning, middle, late)
represents the main change that affects the general Amuq sequence. This further subdivision is mainly due
to the long period of time that each “cultural phase” covers, and to the consequently large number of build-
ing levels that were found belonging to one cultural phase. This subdivision is given mainly as a result of the
analysis of the stratigraphy rather than specific morphological features of artifacts or pottery.*® Small finds
or groups of small finds are presented and analyzed in this section (chapters 3-6) only when they provide
important elements either for the absolute chronological dating of a level or when they are part of a single
cache and build a “complete” archaeological group together with other elements.

Chapter 7 includes specific caches and loci that were identified in the trenches. Although it is not pos-
sible to connect them to the general stratigraphy, these selected caches and loci present groups of objects
and pottery that are relevant both for the urban topography of the site and the functional analysis of the
materials. Grave catalogs are added to chapters 4, 5, and 7. Plates 1-173 present the stratigraphy, pottery
assemblages, and caches of objects according to area and phase. In chapter 8, the phase sequence is dis-
cussed in relation to absolute dating and to the pottery features emphasizing continuity and/or change in
each class of pottery. Here it is also possible to propose a correlation among the levels of each area on the
basis of similarities in their pottery assemblages. This chapter concludes the section on chronology, which
constitutes the basis for further analysis of the material culture.

3% 1t should be added here that a detailed stratigraphic analysis of the contexts should in all cases precede a stylistic and typological analysis of a
specific class of materials.

% swift divided phase O into four subphases (0a-0d) starting from a division into early and late, which was given on the field (Swift 1958, pp. 139-40).
The criteria marking the passage from one phase to the next are based on surface treatment elements (mainly hand versus wheel burnishing) or,
more rarely, to the appearance of specific shapes. The division used here is not related to Swift’s, rather it is based on the archaeological context of
specific groups of sherds. See table 2.



oi.uchicago.edu

HISTORY OF THE EXCAVATIONS, RESEARCH, AND MATERIALS 11

The second section (chapters 9-15) includes several chapters in which the small finds and pottery are
analyzed from a functional point of view.*® Chapter 9 presents a functional typology of pottery; complete
shapes are analyzed according to their purpose, with the aim of identifying changes in habits over time.
Figures in the text and a catalog of complete vessels are related to this part. Among the complete vessels,
several are represented by drawings in the plates. Chapters 10-15 present the other functional categories,
emphasizing change and continuity in shapes, materials, and manufacturing over time according to their
archaeological context and consequently to the chronological period in which they were used. A general
typology with specific references to the stratified pieces is presented in each chapter, a selection of artifacts
is illustrated in the plates (pls. 174-89), and all objects are presented in catalogs, grouped according to their
function. Due to the high number of artifacts processed, not all catalogs will be inserted in the printed copy:
catalogs of all ornaments (i.e., beads, necklaces, pendants, etc.) and textile tools (i.e., spatulae, needles,
and spindle whorls) are available online on the download page of this book. The object catalogs include all
elements that may be useful for specific studies, as well as those groups of objects whose main functional
purpose remains uncertain, and which can only be analyzed from a stylistic point of view. Dominique Collon
and Theo van den Hout provided crucial information respectively on cylinder seals and stamp seals with
hieroglyphs; their observations have been marked in the catalog.

Chapter 16 concludes this section, focusing mainly on a cultural perspectives in relation to the histori-
cal and political events that took place in the region from the Late Bronze Age to the end of the Iron Age.

The appendices are contributions of several scholars in the analysis of specific classes of small finds or
of small finds of specific provenience. These subjects are also discussed in relation to their archaeological
contexts and to the relevance they may have within the general stratigraphy.

% The criteria used in grouping the small finds are discussed in chapter 2.
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CHAPTER 2

Methods of Reanalysis

Materials and Documents at Our Disposal

The Written Documentation

The documentation produced by the Syro-Hittite Expedition’s excavations consists of field notebooks with
brief descriptions of the course of the excavations, architectural plans drawn on a scale of 1:100 without
details, burial sheets describing all non-Islamic burials, negatives of excavations and of small finds, and
the object register, which lists all small finds collected on the mound, including both a brief description
and their archaeological context. In addition, cards with a brief description of the squares (loci) and of the
caches compiled at the end of the excavations sum up all relevant information from the field notebooks.
This documentation is preserved in the Oriental Institute Museum Archives. The large number of written
notes concerning stratigraphy and the detailed archaeological contexts (square and level), marked either
directly on the pottery sherds or connected to the field number of the small finds in the object register, with
symbols indicating whether it was found on the floor or in the fill, have made a stratigraphic analysis of the
materials from the site possible.

It was necessary to divide the available documents between those that were created directly in the field
or immediately after the excavations and those that were produced by later scholars who were dealing with
these small finds. Both sets of documents are currently kept together. Only the documents belonging to the
first group were considered relevant for this analysis, and have been inventoried following an inventory
system that was created specifically for these documents, and which mirrors the archive at the Oriental
Institute Museum; references to these documents are given in the text and a comparative table is provided
in appendix 4.

The Small Finds

As part of the daily routine during the excavations, objects were brought to the excavation house and pro-
vided with a field registration number, and their locus was noted in the Field Object Register, including ad-
ditional information concerning the find spot. The field inventory number (FDN in the catalog), consisting
of a letter indicating the campaign (see table 1) and a serial number starting from one in each dig season,
was written either directly on the object or on a label attached to the object. The sherds were collected in
groups according to each locus — information that was written directly on their surface — and were not
inventoried in the field; for this reason, pottery sherds are provided only with a museum number. Selected
objects and a few complete vessels were photographed in the field; the photos were numbered and their
number was noted next to the small find number in the Object Register.

Difficult situations, such as the arrival of numerous objects, the overlapping of several parallel excava-
tion trenches, and the fact that all information was handwritten and not cross-checked, sometimes caused
mistakes in the recording of the findspots, something that became evident while inserting the data into the
database. The cross-checking of data from the field notebooks, the object register, and the burial sheets was
extremely helpful both in correcting these mistakes and controlling the information collected. The object
cards, which included photos of the objects, provided further opportunities to complement and amend the
data collected from the object register.*”

37 The original data are converted into a digital form; data are added to this publication in a DVD and are quoted in the text, when relevant, with
the file name.

13
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After the end of the excavations, the objects were divided between the Oriental Institute Museum and
the Hatay Archaeological Museum. When objects were immediately inventoried in the Hatay Archaeologi-
cal Museum, their museum number was also noted in the Chicago Expedition’s Object Register (marked as
Ant-#### in the catalog). The objects and sherds that were brought to the Oriental Institute Museum were
inventoried and marked with an A-number, which was also transcribed in the Object Register.

At the end of the final campaign, in 1936, around 6,719 small finds had been registered during the three
campaigns; some of them were discarded, and approximately 3,500 were brought to the Oriental Institute
Museum. More than 15,000 unregistered objects were also brought to the Oriental Institute Museum, most
of them pottery sherds. In addition, not all of the small finds left in Turkey were brought to the Hatay Ar-
chaeological Museum, and not all of those that were brought to the Hatay Archaeological Museum were
immediately inventoried. It is therefore not possible to know how many of the objects left in Turkey were
later discarded, and how many are still kept there.?®

The Pottery

The pottery was collected in buckets according to locus, washed near the site, and sorted directly in the
field. The criteria used to sort the sherds were the size and part of the vessel (body sherds were generally
discarded), the relevance of the excavated context, and the decorations on the sherds. For this reason, it is
not possible to make total counts and calculate the percentage of classes relative to the whole inventory;
the number of sherds of a specific class will be indicated, but its relevance in relation to the whole inventory
or to the assemblage of a specific locus will be discussed on a case-by-case basis. However, the excavation’s
team, especially in the later campaigns, was perfectly aware of the relevance of a detailed pottery sequence
in order to establish a clear sequence for the site and connect it to the general Amuq sequence. All sherds
that were brought to the Oriental Institute Museum were registered in the 2000s and provided with a mu-
seum inventory number as small finds. Complete vessels were documented in the field as small finds (i.e.,
numbered with a field number), and those brought to Chicago were registered together with the small finds.

Data Processing and Cataloging

Research aims influence the classification and analysis of archaeological materials. In an excavation where
establishing a reliable chronological sequence was the primary goal, it is difficult to organize the data and
present the material in a way that does not emphasize, first and foremost, its chronological context. For this
reason, the level leads the narration, and materials are first presented according to one main criterion: their
archaeological context. Subsequent classifications of materials therefore follow one specific need, which is
to classify them according to features that could provide data for reconstructing cultural features, changes
of traditions over time, and cultural contacts.

The Stratigraphy

Collecting all given locus numbers with their dates of excavation and brief descriptions was the first step
in reanalyzing the stratigraphy. This allowed me to work directly off of the original field documents, rather
than off of later reinterpretations. It resulted in a list of loci (including floors and caches) in a vertical se-
quence for each square. This made it possible to link these contexts with small finds and pottery, but did
not automatically provide connections to the building levels published by Haines (1971), or to the general
sequence of Amugq cultural phases, which was defined after the end of the excavations (see above) and was
not used to delineate stratigraphic levels in the field.

38 Unfortunately, the Museum in Antioch has undergone a restoration and reinventorying in recent years, making it impossible to access the depot
in a systematic way. However, thanks to Professor A. Yener, during the summer of 2012 I was able to visit the depot at the Hatay Archaeological
Museum, record some of the small finds, and check the inventory numbers.
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Haines grouped each locus together with its neighboring ones in “structural levels”; he did this accord-
ing to both architectural features (i.e., when a structure extended over several squares) and his memory.*
The plans, which were drafted during the excavations according to their square, were mounted together
and published by level. When Haines states, “the allocation of the structural levels to cultural phases was
based primarily on pottery and, in this volume, follows the determinations made in the field” (1971, p. 3),
he means that he was using the general information from the field notes (OIM Archives, box A, files 5a, 5b)
in which, after a short overview of the pottery, a locus was assigned to one of the Chatal “cultural phases.”
It is important to emphasize here that the Chatal cultural phases provisionally used in the field followed a
Roman numbering system (from I to V) and complied with the general criteria employed in the sequence
of Tell Judeidah.*®

The present reanalysis of the stratigraphy, therefore, follows a different procedure. I assigned the loci to
Haines’s structural levels, starting from the list of loci that was gathered from the data in the field notebooks,
the object register, and the pottery sherds. This procedure was based on both the structural details that were
given en passant concerning specific loci, and on features that were typical for a specific structural level (such
as silos, large pebbled areas, or graves).*! In addition, caches — objects found together — were assigned to
levels in the documentation, and their numbers were also included in Haines’s published plans, making it
possible to double-check their correspondences.*? The plates (1, 43, 118, and 140) related to each chapter
concerning the stratigraphy reproduce the correspondences of the loci to Haines’s structural levels in tables.

The analysis presented here does not aim to reconsider the structural remains and their architectural
relationships, but rather seeks to connect these structural remains with their earth filling (the earth materi-
als, pottery, and small finds) or, quoting Haines, to reassign the artifactual materials to their “containers.”*

The stratigraphic sequence has been organized hierarchically according to the following terminology
that was employed in the Chicago Expeditions’ documentation and in the published works related to these
excavations:

A cultural phase indicates a period of time in which a “culture” — meaning a group of people sharing the
same communication system — produced a homogeneous assemblage of materials (architecture, pottery, and
small finds) that showed trends of slight modifications over time. The features indicating the beginning of a
new phase include major changes in these materials, the arrival of new trends, or the reshaping of the urban
arrangement. Each cultural phase groups several structural levels together, includes materials, mainly pot-
tery, with homogeneous features, and is valid for the whole site. This term is usually used to define the Amugq
cultural phases A through T (Braidwood and Braidwood 1960). Braidwood’s cultural phase numbering system
is kept in this volume, and a large part of the excavated deposits at Chatal Hoyiik belong to the cultural phases
M, N, and O. As mentioned above, although the Amuq cultural phases are already defined, a further subdivi-
sion for each phase (beginning, middle, and late) has been carried out. This subdivision is based mainly on the
stratigraphic position of each context, e.g., phase N_Beg identifies the deposits where the pottery assemblage
clearly shows phase N features (as explained above), and which are located immediately above phase M_Late
deposits. Absolute dates for these cultural phases and subphases are proposed in the final chapter. In the small
finds catalog, the cultural phase each object or complete vessel belongs to is based solely on the object’s posi-
tion in the general stratigraphy; in other words, the stratigraphy defines the cultural phase of the object’s
context. The Arabic numbers preceding the phase name in the catalog and in the plates are only due to the
need to sort the materials according to the phase.

A structural level indicates architectural constructions that were in use at the same time and that were
physically connected to each other. Major architectural modifications, such as the rebuilding of an area or

3 Haines’s documents kept at the Oriental Institute do not provide any list of loci grouped in structural levels. The procedure was probably based

on the architectural plans.

40 Here, an example of correspondence between a locus and a Chatal Hoyiik cultural phase as marked in Haines’s documents: “J-9, 1st III high,”

which means the locus J-9_01 includes a pottery inventory that could correspond to the cultural phase IIT high.
4 In the case of structures extending over several squares, the correlations were clear, as they also were when the caches were part of the lay-
ers; what was more difficult was when Haines reported more structural levels than the loci (in a sequence) that were excavated, which is what
happened for Area IVa.

42 Haines published the cache numbers in parentheses in the plates without quoting them in the text.

“ Haines (1971, p. 3): “using the structural levels as containers of the artifactual material, the excavator could group levels into their cultural

phases.”
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the rearrangement of a sector, indicate a shift from one structural phase to the next. Structural phases are
related to an excavated area, and are not valid for the whole site; moreover, they group together several loci,
which “filled” these structures. As mentioned above, structural levels were numbered per area by Haines and
his numbering system has been used also in this publication both in the descriptions of the archaeological
contexts and in the context information in the catalog and plates.

A locus is the smallest excavated unit and indicates an earth unit identified in a 20 x 20 m square, which
should indicate a single process of accumulation or use.* Different earth materials and consistency, as well as
different courses, indicate different loci. This term was mainly employed during the excavations and in the
documentation of pottery and small finds, and it is described in Braidwood and Braidwood 1960 (pp. 43-44).
Usually, a locus number includes the square number and either a Roman or an Arabic numeral.

A cache is a specific group of objects found together in primary deposition (in situ); it is considered a single
depositionary unit that represents the inventory of a room or the objects in a grave. See above for the num-
bering system. Cache numbers are inserted in the catalog, and plates are discussed in the description of the
stratigraphy per area.

Cultural Phase Structural Level Locus

Cach
| | Locus
Structural Leve
» oo ]

Locus

Structural Level

Figure 1. Hierarchical structure of the stratigraphy

Pottery Analysis

Due to the fact that pottery was collected during the excavations according to locus number (and not ac-
cording to structural level), its analysis in relation to its archaeological context was carried out first for each
locus separately.

Analysis of the pottery inside a locus was conducted according to classes, which denote a group of sherds
yielding the same morphological features; fabrics, surface treatments, and decorations point to a specific
class. All these variables were taken into consideration while processing the sherds and are indicated in the
pottery catalog.

The range of pottery terms usually employed in order to describe shapes, surface treatments, and deco-
rations is not only dependent on the cultural area analyzed (Greek terms are frequently used to describe
Greek shapes), but also sometimes includes more than one term for the same shape (e.g., bell-shaped bowl,
bowl, and low-footed skyphos indicate the same shape), or one term for several shapes (e.g., “shallow bowl”
is used for very different shapes in different publications). This terminological inconsistency becomes even
more complex when dealing with classes; terms indicating only specific features of a class are commonly
used to indicate the whole class (e.g., “Base Ring” or, even more confusing, “Red Slip,” which not only em-
phasizes a quite common surface treatment but in Cypriot pottery also indicates two separate classes that
differ greatly from each other in time and physical features).*

Unfolding the intricate world of pottery terminology in the Mediterranean area for the second and first
millennia BC is not the aim of this work. Nevertheless, internal consistency is important. Consequently, the
following paragraphs provide descriptions of the terms used in this volume to define the shapes, decoration,
and surface treatments (i.e., the variables used in the analysis of the pottery), while the section titled “Pot-

“  This is, in theory, the description of a locus (see Braidwood and Braidwood 1960, pp. 43-44); however, sometimes the brevity of the digs and
the difficulty of the conditions prevented the archaeologists from a precise distinction. In Chatal H8yiik in particular, a locus tends to indicate the
earth material (filling) between two floors.

%5 See Gjerstad 1948, pp. 80-82 and P. Astrém 1972, pp. 34-35. Cyprus pottery terminology for the Late Bronze Age and Iron Age in particular is
extremely complicated due to the frequent termini changes during the last fifty years.
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tery Classes and Selection” presents a short overview of the classes used in this publication, corresponding
to the abbreviations that are in the catalog. The goal here is to provide a guideline for better understanding
the terminology used in this publication. Each aspect of the pottery listed below refers to a specific mask in
the database or entry in the catalog in order to allow filtering and analysis of the materials.

Fabrics

The criteria used to define the fabrics are based on the pottery analysis chart used in the excavations at Tell
Afis.* Color/colors of the clay (Munsell), groundmass general appearance (homogeneous, heterogeneous),
skeleton density, grain size and color, and the presence of straw temper or shells define each fabric in detail.
These factors have been used to identify production techniques, functions of the vessels, and local clay fea-
tures. The grouping of these variables created a better way to define local fabric and increase understanding
of which specific fabrics were used for specific shapes. Since the Chatal Hoyiik pottery have been inventoried
as museum objects, it was not possible to sample them to examine their fabric; thus the analysis of the fabric
was carried out based on optical analysis of fresh breaks. During this analysis, it was possible to distinguish
three main fabrics — simple, cooking, and storage — which were commonly employed, and which could be
considered to be of local origin.

Shapes

The terminology used to describe shape intentionally avoided culturally defined terms (e.g., skyphos, ary-
ballos, bell-shaped bowl, etc.) when the culture of origin was not certain, opting instead for more general,
geometrically defined shapes.”” It is important to note that most of the analyzed pottery consisted of sherds,
and that the shapes of the vessels were determined basically from their rim profiles. Sometimes it was only
possible to indicate if a shape was open or closed; other times it was only possible to indicate the shape of
the rim. The detailed descriptions of each part of the sherds used in the catalog and in the plates follow the
terminology developed in Hendrix, Drey, and Storfjell 1996 (tables 1-3, figs. 2-22).

Plate: large dish or plate. The internal surface of the vessel is visible. Commonly called shallow bowl.

Bowl: general term indicating open vessels in which the rim diameter is greater than the diameter of the body.

Deep bowl: bowl in which the height is equal to or greater than the diameter of the body.

Narrow bowl/wide-mouthed jar: bowl in which the diameter of the mouth is smaller than the diameter of
the body.

Krater: large (more than 20 cm diameter) narrow bowl.

Hole-mouth jar: closed vessel without a neck or collar.

Collared jar: closed vessel with a short neck (collar).

Necked jar: closed vessel with a neck. The height of the vessel is greater than the width.

Jug: necked jar with a trefoil opening and one handle.*

Surface Treatments*
Surface treatments usually relate to the whole surface of the vessel and are applied before firing; the follow-
ing terms were commonly used in the analysis of the pottery.

Polish: very even bright surface, without any trace of wheel or other tools.

Smoothed: matte surface, made even using a soft tool (cloth); no wheel traces.

4 Oggiano 1999, table 1.

47 Obviously when the identification is certain and the term is unambiguous, specific terms are also used for descriptions such as beer strainer,
feeding bottle, or stirrup jar.

*8 When the fragment is too small to show a trefoil shape, it is generally labeled as a jar.

49 Rice 1987, pp. 136-41.
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Burnish: bright, even surface with clearly visible signs of a stroke used to burnish it. Burnishing can be further
subdivided into two groups, wheel burnishing and hand burnishing, according to the orientation and course
of the stroke marks.

Slip: a homogeneous uniform coat obtained by covering the surface of the vessel after it was dry with a mixture
of water and clay. The slip can be colored (red, white, etc.) or plain (called a self-slip).

Paint: color applied with a tool (e.g., a brush), covering a large part of the surface of the vessel.

Glaze: a slip made of vitreous substance coating the vessel; it produces an impermeable and glassy overcoat.

Decoration

Decoration is defined as an adorning element applied to the surface of the vessel. Three techniques — paint,
incision, and application — could be identified. The patterns of decoration discussed in this volume, which
certainly belong to the Mediterranean area, are indicated mainly following the terms in Mountjoy 1986 and
Furumark 1941;%° patterns of decoration that are of local origin were assigned new terms (a chart with the
graphical representation of all patterns is provided, see fig. 45).

Pottery Selection and Classes

13,033 sherds have been inventoried in the Oriental Institute Museum from the excavations at Chatal Hoyiik,
not including complete vessels. The sherds were selected for drawing and publication based on their ar-
chaeological context. All sherds found in trenches that connected large areas were excluded from the first
analysis; the paucity of material and the lack of direct archaeological connections to the large areas made
it difficult to assign them to a place within the general stratigraphy. The pottery from clear stratigraphic
contexts amounts to 6,900 sherds and builds the core of the analysis. The pottery from poor stratigraphic
contexts was indexed; those pieces that had a particular typological relevance based on shape, decoration,
or preservation are included in the present publication.

Of the processed sherds, ca. 1,308 were selected for drawing, but all sherds were recorded and photo-
graphed, and the information was inserted in the database available at the Oriental Institute Museum in order
to allow for future research on fabric, surface treatment, and decoration. All complete vessels are shown in
photographs; those at the Oriental Institute Museum are also illustrated in drawings. Selection of the sherds
to be drawn was based on their diagnostic relevance within a specific level; the photos of the whole vessels
are in the catalog, grouped according to their level and locus.

The assemblage of each locus has been sorted according to optically identifiable classes that emerged
during the context studies. Fabric, surface treatment, decoration, and shape were the criteria used in this
sorting process. The distinction in classes aims toward a better understanding of the assemblages for each
locus. Vessels with similar morphological features are grouped in the same class, which does not pretend to
identify a pottery tradition (as in London 1999), but rather to identify groups that differ stylistically from
each other. The possible identification of these classes with “ceramic traditions” is a further step that is
discussed separately. Their relevance in ascribing absolute chronology to the context in which they were
found is mainly related to the quantity of a single class in a single context.

In this volume, general terms are employed for the classes and also in the descriptions of the shapes,
surface treatment, and fabric (see above). The following classes have been employed in the pottery analysis;
abbreviations are usually used in the catalog and plates.

Imported Pottery (IMP): This class identifies sherds or vessels whose fabric, decoration, surface treatment,
and shape clearly stand out from the local inventory. Though a combination of these criteria are used to
identify imported sherds, fabric is given the highest priority; once the various types of local fabrics have been
identified through a Simple Ware analysis, other fabrics that appear on relatively few examples, and which
clearly differ in paste, temper, and color from the local fabrics are separated out as “possible imports.” This
procedure should prevent any confusion between local imitations of foreign pottery and imported pieces. Once
it is clear that an uncommon fabric is not related to a specific chronological or functional context within the

%0 Furumark’s numbers for shapes (FS) and painted patterns (FP) are employed only when the analysis of the selected fragment requires comparison
with the Aegean cultural sphere or if the fragment is an import.
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local sphere, the presence of features known to originate outside the Amuq — surface treatments, shapes, and
decorations — are used as a method of confirming that the fragment is, indeed, an import.

Since it was not possible to conduct neutron activation analysis on the pottery, the place of origin of the
imports has been postulated according to comparisons. The catalog therefore includes terms such as “IMP_Cyp”
or “IMP_Myc,” which indicate the supposed area of provenance of the vessel; for very specific and clearly iden-
tifiable productions, like the Black on Red (BoR) or Nuzi ware, the reference to pottery class has been preferred.
Only in a few cases — such as with spindle bottles or milk bowls — has it been possible to be more specific.

Four main regions exerted strong influence in the Chatal Hoyiik assemblage: the Aegean, Cyprus, northern
Mesopotamia, and the Phoenician coast.

For the Aegean, which includes mainland Greece but not Cyprus, Furumark’s (1941) terminology was used
in defining the periods (i.e., “Helladic” instead of the more recent term “Mycenaean”), as well as, mentioned
above, its termini for the shapes and patterns. Mountjoy’s work on the painted Helladic pottery and its regional
differences was also a crucial reference (Mountjoy 1986, especially 1999). For the later period from the same
area, Coldstream (1968) and Boardman (1980) provided a large spectrum for comparisons.

For Cyprus, the local sequence (Late Cypriot, Cypro-Geometric) was employed, following first the volumes
of the Swedish Expedition to Cyprus (P. Astrém 1972; Gjerstad 1948) and then the later analyses on specific
classes.’! Due to the fact that during the twelfth and eleventh centuries Helladic pottery was also produced
on Cyprus and became part of the local ceramic tradition (see Wijngaarden 2002, p. 263), scholars have been
using other terms to identify it, such as Mycenaean Illc:1b (Kling 1989; see also Killebrew 1998b, p. 163) or
White Painted Wheel-Made III (see Kling 1991, p. 183; Sherratt 1991, p. 192; L. Steel 2004a, p. 294). Moreover,
the term Mycenaean Ilic:1 is currently employed to name the local production of Late Helladic Ilic in the
southern Levant (see T. Dothan and Zukerman 2004; Gilboa 2005) and in internal Syria (Venturi 2007). In
Palestine, scholars interested in studying “ethnic processes” use the term “Philistine pottery” (see T. Dothan
1982, Mazar 1985b, up to Maeir and Shai 2015) to identify foreign people producing different pottery, as op-
posed to the term “Canaanean pottery,” which is used to identify local people who followed the local tradition
(Yasur-Landau 2010, Faust and Katz 2011). In light of this diversity of terminology, I decided to proceed with
the Chatal Hoyiik materials as follows: the imported vessels whose shape and decoration belong to a Late Hel-
ladic Ilic, Mycenaean Ilic:1b, White Painted Wheel-Made I1I tradition are generally indicated as IMP_Myc (see
above for the criteria of distinguishing imports from local imitations). Their origin is then discussed sherd by
sherd. Second, the local productions of painted decorated imitations of Late Helladic Illc have been included
in the local Painted Monochrome pottery class (PM). In specific periods, this Painted Monochrome tradition
imitates shapes and patterns from a foreign Late Helladic tradition — these are mixed with local shapes and
patterns, thereby generating hybrids. The cultural implication of this “foreign tradition” and eventually its
specific place of provenance are discussed in the conclusion and cannot be postulated a priori.

Coastal Phoenician or Canaanean areas have not been specifically identified among the ceramic imports.
Some specific classes, like the Black on Red and especially the Bichrome, may have been imported both from
Cyprus and also from this area. However, considering that the neutron activation analyses carried out on three
Black on Red juglets from Chatal all indicated a Cypriot origin (Matthers et al. 1983), it has been assumed that
all Black on Red are Cypriot imports. Nevertheless, Cypriot Bichrome has also been identified at Chatal, while
the so-called Philistine Bichrome has introduced some issues in terms of identification, which will be discussed
in detail in specific sections.

For Northern Mesopotamia, imports are less well defined. It was possible to identify imports from this area
only when they were clearly related to an Assyrian cultural context. Therefore, these are generally indicated
as Assyrian. Nuzi ware is indicated as such, in order to point out the ware typology rather than its provenance.

Painted Monochrome (PM): This class indicates all locally produced sherds with external painted decoration.
Their fabric and shape are similar to the local Simple Ware. Their surface is usually not treated, but a painted
decoration (done in either red or black) is visible on the surface. This class includes both imitations of foreign
pottery (see above) and painted vessels belonging to a local tradition. Vessels with surfaces that were com-
pletely painted (not a slip), and which had reserved geometric patterns — usually horizontal bands, and usually
under the rim or near the base — are also part of the PM group; they will be discussed in the same section.

1 Just to cite the main works: for painted pottery, see Vermeule and Karageorghis 1982; for red lustrous, Eriksson 1993; for White Slip, Eriksson
2007; for Black on Red, Schreiber 2003.
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Painted Bichrome (PB): This class indicates all locally produced pottery with an intentional®? bichrome
painted decoration (typically red and black) on a surface that is generally only smoothed. The surface is usually
orange-pink and differs from the imported bichrome sherds mainly in its lack of white slip.

Red Burnished (RB): These vessels have a dark red slip on the surface and a burnishing (horizontal wheelmade
or vertical handmade). The term “Red Burnished” is used for all locally produced vessels that have this surface
treatment. Although this term is frequently employed for Hittite Red Burnished pottery, in this publication it
does not bear this cultural or chronological assignment. Rather, it includes all vessels with this surface treat-
ment, i.e., also those that are commonly identified with the term “Red Slip” at other sites.>

Simple Ware (SW): This term indicates all sherds without a specific decoration or fabric, including some sur-
face treatments such as polish and incision. The fabric of this class in general is medium-fine and pale brown
in color; sherds that have a fine gray fabric are classified as SWG (Simple Ware Gray) and are considered a
subgroup of this class, as only their fabric is different. The classification “Simple” does not imply that the
function of this pottery is related exclusively to daily activities.**

Cooking Ware (CW): A specific coarse fabric with a high percentage of temper and traces of frequent secondary
firing characterizes this class of pottery, which is usually limited to a small number of shapes such as neckless or
short-collared jars. In this case, the classification — although it is related to the ware and its appearance — im-
plies a specific function.

Storage (St): Large fragments with very thick walls, little untreated surface, a coarse fabric, and chaff temper
indicate locally produced nonmobile vessels.

Small Finds

The small finds kept in the Oriental Institute Museum have been viewed, described, photographed, and se-
lected for drawings.>® This includes small finds without a specific archaeological context that were analyzed
and processed alongside all other small finds. The description and analysis, as well as all information con-
cerning findspot and stratigraphy follow the same schema as the pottery, the only difference being that no
specific criteria have been employed in describing the fabric or decorations. An approximate absolute date
is provided only for those objects whose production period is known from exact comparisons, and which
may provide a reliable terminus post quem for the context in which they were found.

The manifold features of archaeological small finds allow scholars to apply different methods of inter-
pretation (Hodder 2012; Trigger 2012) and goals for their analysis. As has been mentioned several times,
chronological and cultural historical issues are the two paths guiding the research on the materials from
Chatal Hoyiik. Regarding the first issue, the few small finds that had a limited period of production and were
consequently relevant in providing a terminus post quem for the context are discussed directly in the con-
text sections. Small finds have been selected according to morphological features in each functional class
and are illustrated in specific plates. Those small finds that were found in caches are illustrated also in the
plates concerning the specific cache. All small finds are also inserted in the catalog per function and can be
found according to their catalog numbers (see above, “Structure of Publication”).

Regarding the second issue, small finds also represent the material remains of activities strictly related
to a cultural or social group, and may indicate “habits” or more specifically “traditions” related to a specific
culture or social group. As such, small finds are crucial for helping scholars draw conclusions about a place’s
culture and history; for this reason, the functional categories into which small finds have been grouped will
be used to analyze different activities or spheres of activities. The following two sections of this chapter
present two sets of criteria used to sort small finds and pottery: the typological criteria, which allow scholars

2 It is common for a pot painted in one color to show substantial variation in that color after it is baked, depending on what side of the vessel

you’re looking at. This is obviously not considered to be bichrome.

53 The term Red slip, usually employed to indicate an Iron Age II-11I pottery production, is characterized by a red slip and a burnish on the surface

(usually the whole surface, but the treatment might also be partial). The differences between Red Slip and Red Burnished in scholarly literature are
based on the shape and on the fact that the Red Burnished is a Late Bronze Age production that appears rarely in Syrian assemblages, while the Red

Slip is a common class of the Iron Age II and III periods.

% For this reason, the definition “Simple Ware” is preferred to “Common Ware.”

% The selection for drawing followed different criteria according to the category and to the peculiarities of the single object.
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to monitor stylistic changes over time, and the functional criteria, which group objects in a way that allows
for the investigation of changes in habits and traditions over time.

Classification for Relative Chronology and Archaeological Sequence

A relative chronology of materials is first based on the vertical sequence of earth accumulations inside one
area. For this reason, the most indicative human artifact, i.e., the pottery, has been analyzed according to
its context, and will be presented accordingly. This relative sequence provides other scholars with a reliable
sequence for locally produced vessels. The large quantity of locally produced pottery provides substantial
information on the chronological frame of the production of specific classes or shapes and is still the most
reliable element for establishing relative dating. The local sequences from excavations in this and neigh-
boring regions provide interesting stratigraphic information that can help to establish when a certain local
production has started or when the trade connections with a specific area were interrupted over a larger
area. Scholars who deal with the Amug, northern Levant, or Cilicia use a general archaeological terminology
(Late Bronze Age/Iron Age), but divide it according to local criteria (e.g., in Cilicia Late Bronze Age III equals
Iron Age I in northern Levant, see Lehmann 2017). For this reason, I have avoided employing the Late Bronze
Age/Iron Age terms, except in the conclusion, in order to prevent confusion between general archaeological
termini (which should be valid for the entire near Eastern area) and local sequences, and preferred to use
the Amuq cultural phases.

As mentioned above, the local stratigraphic sequence must take priority over the eventual dating pro-
vided by imported pottery and small finds. However, a local stratigraphy provides only a relative sequence,
and it is not possible to avoid the question of what a local culture’s place was within the greater historical
context when dealing with a settlement sequence that covers a period of 1,000 years, and especially a period
in which the archaeological elements are the sole clues to understanding the culture. Considering the abso-
lute lack of any written source that may provide any link to absolute chronology, imported pottery and small
finds play a fundamental role in connecting the materials from Chatal Hoyiik to a more general frame, and
help determine absolute dates. However, only when specific pottery or small finds are considered imported,
and their period of production is known and chronologically limited, may they then provide a terminus
post quem for the accumulation process. It is obvious that a single sherd alone cannot be a determinant for
establishing a terminus for the dating; only when several elements together point toward a chronological
direction can this be considered relevant for the general sequence.

Moreover, even if imported pottery may help determine absolute dates, these absolute dates rely also on
chronologies at other sites, which are frequently rearranged. There are few pottery sequences dated specifi-
cally enough to establish ranges of time for the beginning, development, and end of the production for a
specific class of material, and these sequences mostly exist in regions outside the Amuq. The most common
example is Mycenaean/Greek pottery, whose absolute dating is based on a few reference elements that are
anchored to specific dates; stylistic analysis (i.e., when the pottery developed various features) is used to
fill the gaps between these reference elements (see Coldstream 2003 for the dating of the Aegean imports in
the near East). Therefore, the absolute date of a single import has been checked for consistency with other
elements useful for dating a specific context.

The relevance of small finds for chronology is even more limited than that of pottery; this is because an
object can only represent a terminus post quem for dating the level in which the production of the object
itself is chronologically fixed in time. This happens only for very specific groups of small finds, such as writ-
ten texts or objects related to a specific style and/or cultural group (e.g., seals and sealings). This dating
based on the object style or type can be done only when studies have been carried out in a specific group,
as is the case with fibulae (Pedde 2000) or Egyptian scarabs (see appendix 3). Consequently, very few small
finds are included in the first section of the analysis of the archaeological sequence.
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Functional Classification for Understanding Cultural Features

Methods of interpreting archaeological objects and remains are strictly dependent on the main aim of the
research. It is not my intent here to provide an overview of different approaches to archaeological materi-
als, but rather to focus on the issues raised by the work on the small finds, pottery, and stratigraphy. At the
beginning of this research, I thought that providing a general catalog for further scholars together with clear
stratigraphic contexts and a general dating for the levels would have satisfied the needs of a scientific pub-
lication. However, when a scholar deals with the remnants of a town inhabited over several centuries during
a politically unstable period, and the material culture shows incontrovertible signs of profound change, that
scholar starts to think about how to interpret these changes. Are they signs of a simple change in fashion, or
are they signs of a deeper change in the habits of the population?

These questions arise not only from simple analysis of the archaeological evidence but also from compar-
ing it with the historical background of this period and region and with the scholarly debate, which is still
very vivid. The settlement was located in a region (Mukish), which was during the fourteenth and thirteenth
centuries BC under the Hittite Empire; after the empire’s collapse, the region apparently remained indepen-
dent, or under newly established kingdoms (Walistin?), until it was part of the kingdom of Ungqi. It was then
later occupied by the Assyrians, and after their collapse was again probably independent. Does the material
culture mirror these political and cultural changes?

Once the issues of local chronology have been solved, other issues are raised; these new issues are related
to how to interpret changes in archaeological materials, whether they are signs of the presence of an empire,
or of immigration, influence, or invasion. Chatal Hoyiik offers a chance, fairly unique among archaeological
excavations, for archaeologists to examine materials that come from an urban settlement and domestic con-
texts, quite different from the materials coming out of acropolises, which are excavated more often.

Previous publications of the American excavations in the Amuq (Braidwood 1937; Braidwood and Braid-
wood 1960) presented the small finds for each cultural phase according first to categories based on their
material and second to functional classes inside the material category. This method causes several prob-
lems — most notably, it prevents a critical analysis of the functional attributes of those objects, which,
although made of different materials, definitely belong to the same assemblage (e.g., spindle whorls made
of stone and bone, pendants made of stone, bone, metal, etc.). Moreover, in order to identify distinctive
“cultural” features for a specific period and to point out changes or continuity in habits and traditions over
time, criteria that focus mainly on the function of the objects have been preferred.

The Functional Categories

In order to provide a coherent grouping of the small finds according to functional criteria and to allow a
critical analysis of the classes of materials, the objects have been divided according to functional patterns.*
This method of division presents several difficulties, mainly caused by the problem of determining the pri-
mary function of an object, which is sometimes fragmentary, and the fact that a small find may have more
than one function. In order to try to limit similar problems, the Archaeological Objects Thesaurus provides
a way of dividing objects that better meets our needs; the thesaurus was originally developed by the Mu-
seum Documentation Association (now Collections Trust) and has been further developed by the Forum
on Information Standards in Heritage (FISH). This thesaurus provides scholars with categories and lists of
object classes, with a detailed description and multiple hierarchies divided into main categories and class-
es.”” This archaeological object database (MDA) identifies all kinds of objects up to recent times; it also has
a very fluid and non-hierarchical structure, which makes it possible to choose some of the categories and
the related subcategories, to modify some of them, and to insert new terminology that would better suit
the needs of the present study.

Listed below are all the main categories, with the classes that have been used in this volume, and which
have also been in part “adapted” to the small finds from Chatal, as well as a brief description of the elements

% Several works in recent years have dealt with the functional criteria employed to classify small finds and pottery. See in general Hunt 2017,
“Part 6;” Brody 2011.

7 For a detailed description of the criteria used, see http://thesaurus.historicengland.org.uk/thesaurus.asp?thes_no=144&thes_name=FISH%20
Archaeological%200bjects%20Thesaurus.
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used in assigning objects to the classes. The physical features of an object, its context, comparison with
small finds from other excavations, and also studies in experimental archaeology, behavioral archaeology,
and ethnic studies provide valid tools for ascribing a specific main function to an object. Further detailed
classifications and references will be presented in each chapter.

Armor and Weapons (AaW): This group includes objects defined by the broad criterion of projectile points
(i.e., heads of weapons that were intended to be thrown). This class is the only one in this category. Specific
studies on this functional category were carried out by A. Hellmuth (2016) and more generally by Oakeshott
(1996).

Dress and Personal Accessories (DPA): This category includes clothes, items of attire and ornament, and
objects for personal use by individuals including toiletries. This group includes several subcategories: orna-
ments (classes: beads, earrings, bracelets, pendants, rings, clips, and necklaces); fastening elements (pins
and fibulae); cosmetic appliances (cosmetic boxes or sticks); and appliqués (all elements that can be sewn or
attached to clothes, such as plaquettes, wedjat eyes, and wires). Several general works were carried out on
jewelry (Musche 1992, Golani and Wygnariska 2014), on fastening equipment (for fibulae, see Pedde 2000) and
on single morphological groups (for cosmetics boxes and pyxides, see Mazzoni 2005, Wicke 2008). Amulets and
ornaments originating from Egypt will mainly be analyzed in appendix 3.

Containers (C): This category includes all objects that may contain liquids or food. Clearly, all pottery sherds
could also be part of this group, however in this volume I have taken into consideration only the archaeo-
logically complete vessels, independent from the material they were made of, and those sherds that could be
unequivocally assigned to a specific group (such as cooking potsherds and storage rim sherds) or whose shape
was clearly identifiable. Five main functional categories have been selected to apply to the inventory at our
disposal, in keeping with the functional distinctions employed in both the MDA mentioned above and in specific
works aiming toward a functional classification of pottery.*® Habits related to food and liquid consumption
have been largely employed to investigate the cultural identity of social groups (Dietler and Hayden 2001).
Continuity and change in food consumption, storage, and processing traditions are crucial in reconstructing
a specific cultural horizon (Bray 2003, South 2008, L. Steel 2004a) and in some cases to analyze its political
implications (Rabinowitz 2009, Karageorghis 2007a), or answer specific questions, such as those related to
migration or cultural impact in the passage from the LBA to the IA in the Mediterranean area (Yasur-Landau
2010, L. Steel 2013, Faust 2015). Obviously, recovering mannered behaviors presents the usual challenges of
constructing methods for correlating temporal and spatial distributions of artifacts with past human action
(Wright 2004); this process implies first a selection of the containers according to their functions; second,
an analysis of the gestures involved in these performances; and third, a comparison with different or similar
performances. Food Processing, Food Consumption, Storage, and Transport are the main functional categories
that have been employed to sort the ceramic material. Specific criteria employed in sorting the material will
be discussed in chapter 9. This method of grouping containers seems to be easier to understand than the more
“qualitative” approach to grouping that assigns objects to categories such as fine ware or heavy duty ware
(Haselgrove 1985), an extremely objective way to classify objects.

Furnishings and Furniture (FaF): this category encompasses objects used to secure buildings, furniture, or
objects, or objects used in the finishing and (nonstructural) decoration of buildings, equipment, and furniture.
Inlays, appliqués, and finials are the three main classes for this group: they all indicate elements that can be
inserted (inlay) or fixed (appliqués and finials) to furniture or architectural elements, either as decoration or
for more practical purposes.

Sport and Games (SaG): This category includes objects that may be associated with games and eventually
music, e.g., gaming pieces or rattles. Several objects, such as wheel or chariot models, have been inserted in
this category, although their final function remains unclear.

8 Several scholars have dealt with vessels’ functions and tried to provide a model. The most recent contributions, especially for the period being
analyzed, are Mazow 2005, pp. 127-62, and her reanalysis of Killebrew 1998; Tournavitou 1992; and Wijngaarden 2002 (for a comprehensive overview
of the three, see Mazow 2005, table 4.1). Otto (2006, pp. 85-87) provides an overview of functional classifications of pottery in the Euphrates region
and applies her functional classification (mainly based on size) to the Bazi assemblage. Skibo (2013) provides extremely valuable information on the
morphological features of vessels that were employed to fulfill practical needs.
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Tools and Equipment (TaE): These are tools and equipment with the specific function of producing or modi-
fying other objects. Several objects are generally assigned to this category without a specific class due to the
fact that it is not possible to argue the function of a tool based on its shape. This category includes the majority
of small finds, which are further divided into several classes. The tools are grouped according to their main
function, such as cutting (knives, blades, celts, axes, sickles, and flints); measuring (weights); molding (molds);
percussion (mortars and pestles); piercing (needles); and scraping or spreading (spatulas). A large group con-
cerns textile production (spindle whorls, loom weights) and marking equipment (stamp and cylinder seals,
sealings, and scaraboids). This last class, which comprehends all sealings and seals, was subsequently divided
into two groups (stamp seals and cylinder seals); the stamp seals are then further grouped according to the

shape of the seal. The image represented on the bottom is not considered relevant for this first classification.
Scarabs are not part of this group; they mainly function as amulets, and consequently belong to the personal

accessories category.

Written Communication (WC): These include objects used for or associated with the transmission of ideas
and information, including styli and books and their fittings. This category includes only one written tablet

and an inscribed stone. The inscribed seals and sealings are grouped in the category TaE_Marking Equipment.

Unassigned (U): This includes objects whose function remains unknown. Basically all figurative elements, such

as figurines and statuettes, are included in this category, as their function may be more symbolic than practical.
The only subcategories identified in this group are based on the differences between the figurative rendering,
done in either two or three dimensions (Figurative_2d, Figurative_3d). A third class comprehends all so-called

“censers,” whose function has been, and is still, debated.

Table 3 provides an overview of all the main groups, related categories, and classes organized in terms of the
hierarchic relationship used in this publication. Table 4 provides the total number of small finds according
to category (first column) and the total number by phase (the other columns); the difference between the
sum of the small finds in each class and their total allows us to determine how many objects were found out
of context. This table gives the reader an idea of how well represented each category is in each phase; it also

includes the containers, according to their material.

Containers (C)

Food Processing

Main Category Subcategory Classes
Projectile Sling
Arms and Weapons (AaW) Weapon
Dagger -
Cooking Pot Mixing Bowl

Oven, Fireplace

Strainer, Perforated Vessel

Food Consumption

Eating

Drinking

Mixing and Serving

Serving Liquid

Storage Feeding Bottle Perforated Open Vessel
Liquid Storage Dry Storage
Transport Pilgrim Flask Barrel Jug

Non-Utilitarian Function

Kernos Ring

Spindle Bottle

Currency (CUR)

Coin

Table 3. Overview of the functional categories and morphological classes employed in this publication
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Main Category Subcategory Classes
Appliqué Pendant Leg
DPA_Amulet Pendant Scarab
Wedjat -
Bead Pectoral
Bracelet Ring
DPA_Ornament
Comb Pipe
Dress and Personal Accessories Pendant —
Box Mirror
DPA_Cosmetic Kohl Pin
Spoon Table
Button Buckle
DPA_Fastening Fibula Pin
Toggle -
Andiron Handle
Furniture and Fittings FaF Appliqué Inlay
Finial Lamp
Gaming piece Rattle
Sport and Games SaG
Wheel —
TaE Rod Tool
Celt Blade
TaE_Cutting
Sickle —

Tools and Equipment

TaE_Marking_Equipment

Seal Cylinder

Seal Stamp — Biconvex

Seal Stamp — Handle

Seal Stamp — Convex

Seal Stamp — Scaraboid

Seal Stamp — Ring

Seal Stamp — Cone

TaE_Measuring Weight —
TaE_Molding Mold -

Burnisher Whetstone
TaE_Polishing

Rubber —

Funnel Macehead
TaE_Percussion

Hammer Pestle
Tae_Spatula Spatula —

TaE_Textile

Spindle Whorl

Loom Weight Sherd

Loom Weight

Needle

Table 3. Overview of the functional categories and morphological classes employed in this publication
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Main Category Subcategory Classes
Lion Geometric
U_Censer
Floral Hand
U_Figurative2d Stele Ostracon
Unknown Figurine_Female Figurine_Human
Figurine_Torso Figurine_Animal
U_Figurative3d
Figurine_Rider Figurine_Horse
Figurine_Mother Figurine_Geometrized
Written Communication WC Inscription Tablet

Table 3. Overview of the functional categories and morphological classes employed in this publication
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CHAPTER 3

Area I: Stratigraphy and Related Materials

The first excavation season (under the directorship of Prost in 1933)*° focused on Area I, located on the
northwestern part of the mound; this was the highest part of the mound and therefore offered the best op-
portunity to produce the longest stratigraphic sequence. The excavations during this first campaign were
conducted in squares U-13 to -14, V-12 to -15, and W-12 to -14. They revealed an early Byzantine settlement
(published by Haines 1971, plates together with the other structural remains), and reached the uppermost
levels of phase O by the end of the season. The pottery from these uppermost levels of phase O were labeled
as #32-33 (indicating the years 1932-33) and were not divided according to the levels or loci. When McEwan’s
team resumed excavations in 1933, they focused their efforts on the search for “representative” structures
in the hopes that it would enable them to identify the site with Kinaliya. They therefore enlarged the extent
of the excavated Area I, including squares W-15, U-12, and U-15, reaching a surface of 5,330 sq. m.

Because the archaeologists during the first campaigns were not particularly interested in collecting
large pottery assemblages but rather wanted to bring to light the largest possible extent, the number of
sherds from the upper levels is very small in relation to the extent of excavation when compared to the as-
semblages from the other areas.

After the end of this second (b-) campaign in 1936, the new excavation strategy, focused on an investiga-
tion of the stratigraphy, led archaeologists to dig two deep trenches in squares V-13 and W-15 in order to
reach older levels of AreaI.

> The campaign led by Martin in 1932 should be considered a preparation for the real archaeological investigations, spent basically to build the
dig house and remove the cemetery that was located on top of Area I. See chapter 1 on the history of the excavations.

29
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Phase N, Level I_10

zZ

Figure 2. Level 1_10

Haines (1971, pp. 5-12) reconstructed ten structural levels in Area I; the lowest of these (1_10) consisted of
several isolated walls identified only in square W-15 (fig. 2). Although the remains are too fragmentary to
identify a coherent structure, there appears to be no gap between them and the structures of level 1_09 built
directly above them.

No pottery locus was assigned to structural level 1_10, specifically in square W-15 (see the general stra-
tigraphy of the area in pl. 1). For this reason, no assemblage of this lower level will be presented here as
belonging exclusively to level 1_10. In fact, it seems likely that level 10 was not recognized as a separate level
during the excavations; the assemblage of level 9 in W-15 (locus W-15_IIIe) consequently may also include

materials belonging to level 10.
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Phase N, Level I 09

z

Figure 3. Level 1_08 and 1_09 architecture

The structural remains of this level are identical for both levels 8 and 9, as they were in use over a long period
and apparently for several repavings of the surfaces. They consist of several groups of rooms adjoining each
other and identified in both squares V-13 and W-15.

In square V-13, on a surface of 100 sq. m, several mudbrick walls create the boundaries for four rooms,
with patches of stone floors. The rooms seem to be part of one building; the walls are connected to each
other and at least three rooms are connected by doors. In square W-15, by contrast, several mudbrick walls
running parallel to each other suggest the existence of at least two units. This area was heavily disturbed by
several pits dug during the following period. In contrast to the walls in V-13, the walls in W-15 are thinner,
no openings or floors were found in them, and they have a slightly different orientation.®® Due to these dif-
ferences, and the fact that the two trenches are not connected to each other, it is not possible to establish
with certainty a contemporaneous use of the structures found in both trenches and, consequently, the pot-
tery assemblages will be discussed separately. However, considering their stratigraphic relationships to the
accumulation above and the fact that the two assemblages seems to differ only from a functional point of
view, they are assigned to the same level.

% Considering that the two trenches were 20 m apart from each other and that the structures were not isolated, the different orientation might
also indicate a different period of construction. Unfortunately, this is just a hypothesis.
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Locus V-13_09

This locus consists of the earth fill beneath the stone floors or the deeper filling in the rooms where this
floor was not preserved. It contains a very small pottery repertoire (ten diagnostic fragments), which consists
mainly of Simple Ware sherds and a few cooking sherds.

Painted Monochrome (2): The large collared jar with a vertical handle and painted lines (A121706,
pl. 3j) can be considered to belong to a Late Helladic I1Ic horizon; in particular, the double-painted hanging
swirl at the bottom of the handle is a feature extremely common in the Late Helladic Illc eastern assemblage
(Mountjoy 1998, p. 54; 2008). The collar part with painted merging solid fill and dotted triangles (A122118,
pl. 3e) probably belongs to a large amphoroid krater that also has painted decorations on the internal rim;
this specific pattern also appears on based mugs (Mountjoy 1998, fig. 17) and belongs to the same Late Hel-
ladic I11c painted pattern tradition. Jars with offset thickened rim (A122113, pl. 3h) seem to be the only closed
shape in this locus.

Simple Ware (4): It is possible to point out only a small bowl with an angular incurving rim (A122115,
pl. 4b) and a small neck, possibly of a bottle or small jar (A134145, pl. 4a). The fabric (medium-fine to coarse)
in all sherds is brown with pale brown surface (self-slip) except for the spout or neck (134145, pl. 4a), which
stands out not only because of its dark brown surface but also because of its shape, which is very uncommon
in these horizons. The grit used in both the Painted Monochrome and Simple Ware is heterogeneous, with
frequent red inclusions.

Cooking Ware (2): Sherd A122117 (pl. 4d) indicates a narrow bowl shape with a thickened external mod-
eled rim, vertical handle, and shell inclusions in the fabric. Although the biconical shape of this pot is related
to the usual biconical cooking pots, the modeled rim and the flat handle seem to be related to a different
tradition. Fragment A133918 (pl. 4e) is part of a perforated deep bowl with loop feet, which was probably
used to elevate this vessel on top of another vessel or a fireplace (see chapter 9): both sherds have identical
fabric (light brown, medium-coarse with shell inclusions) and no surface treatment and may be related to a
combined activity, possibly linked with food processing rather than cooking.

Locus W-15_IIIe

This larger assemblage (thirty-five) consists mainly of Painted Monochrome sherds.

Imports (1): A deep angular low-carinated bowl (A122127, pl. 3f) with white slip and black horizontal
bands belongs, from the decorative point of view, to a White Painted I horizon (Gjerstad 1948, figs. 1-2) and,
from a morphological point of view, represents a later development of the late Mycenaean angular shallow
bowls. The fabric is fine, light reddish-brown, and the white slip covers both external and internal surfaces,
a feature that is not common in the local tradition.

Painted Bichrome (2): A133953 (pl. 4f) is a straight, horizontal element, hand-made, square in section,
with a break on the bottom indicating the existence of a possible loop handle, and with one edge rounded as
if applied to a bowl. The bichrome decoration is a crosshatch (black) between two horizontal red lines, crudely
painted. The surface is burnished and glossy, and the fabric is, as usual, pink with straw temper. It probably
belongs to a handle with a loop underneath it. This specific shape is not common in the assemblage at Chatal,
and may represent a more ancient example of the hand-modeled stub handles also found in Phase N_Late
and in phase O_Late (pl. 103f) contexts. The other bichrome sherd is a small body fragment of a closed vessel
with a red band and black lines.

Painted Monochrome (30): The complete conical bowl with a rounded lip and elevated ring base
(A26738, cat. no. 2, pl. 2) shows, on the one hand, a bowl shape that often occurs in this assemblage, but, on
the other hand, bears an internal concentric decoration with very thin lines that does not seem to be very
common in the conical bowls from this locus. This tight geometric decoration on the internal part of the
bowl, as well as the oblique lines shaping the triangles in the internal decoration belong to a local tradition
of painted pottery in the Levant; direct parallels were found in stratum XI in Tell Qasile (Iron Age Ib; Mazar
1985a, p. 98), and the Tell Dor orange Painted Ware (late Iron Age Ia; Sharon and Gilboa 2013, fig. 45), where
the narrow geometric patterns are combined with a thin brush stroke and a pale red color. The elevated ring
base, almost pedestal, fits within the same Iron Age Ia-b horizon. The radial decoration of the internal rim
and lip seems to appear mainly on this shape.
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Hemispherical bowls with a slightly squared rim like 133949 (pl. 3a) and decoration on the external and
internal sides were found in different sizes (see smaller example A122020, pl. 3b) and were probably provided
with a low ring base. This shape was probably also produced in a plain version. The wavy line painted be-
tween bands is again a decorative element common in the Aegean, but the wavy line painted on the external
side of bowl 122020 (pl. 3b) is very cursive and irregular; this specific rendering of the wavy line seems to
be related to a later period of wavy line production, possibly dated to the Late Helladic Illc Middle and Late
periods (Mountjoy 1999b, p. 1080). The same phenomenon is visible in the bowl with an outcurving rim from
the same level (133951, pl. 3c), where the line hangs on the upper band and does not fill the available space,
and each curve is irregular. The same shape and decoration, which Mountjoy (2017, fig. 8) calls “joining
semicircles pendent from rim band,” have been identified in Enkomi (Mountjoy 2005a, table 7, fig. 9 no. 37,
fig. 14 no. 61) level 11Ib early, dated to the Late Helladic Illc Middle, but also in the southern Levant (Ekron,
Ashkelon, and Ashdod, see Mountjoy 2017, p. 362). Interestingly, one of the hemispherical bowls also has a
bichrome decoration (133949, pl. 3a), demonstrating a tendency toward experimentation, which was also
visible in the painted handle (133953, pl. 4f).

Elevated ring bases of open vessels such as A122022 (pl. 3g) were also found in this assemblage and
may belong to both shapes described above (hemispherical bowls and deep bowls with an outcurving rim),
which are very common shapes in this assemblage. The bowls with an outcurving rim are characterized by
globular walls, geometric external and internal decoration, and a diameter ranging from 200 to 240 mm.
A third shape — the large S-shaped bowl (A133950, pl. 3d) — appears in this assemblage. These bowls are
characterized by a relatively squat shape and a strong outcurving rim; they seem to follow the same decora-
tive patterns as the hemispherical bowls, with a decoration with horizontal lines near the rim (internal and
external) and near the base (external).

Painted Monochrome closed vessels are slightly less common and also less often preserved. It is possible
to point out globular necked jars (A122006, pl. 4c) and bottles (A122021, pl. 3i) with an outcurving simple rim
and cylindrical neck. The painted decoration, besides the usual horizontal lines and bands, consists of vertical
lines on the handle showing palmette patterns and horizontal wavy lines. Crosshatching and dots are used as
filling patterns for triangles and bands. The paint is frequently red, although there are several examples in
black. The fabric is light to reddish-brown, fine to medium-fine, with heterogeneous grit temper. The surfaces
of half of the sherds from this group bear a self-slip treatment, which makes the surface slightly lighter. No
simple or Cooking Ware sherds were collected in this assemblage.

The fabric of the painted bowl A122020 (pl. 3b) is very fine and the walls are thin, elements that suggest
that this vessel could have been nonlocal. However, the hemispherical shape of the vessel with a simple rim
is very common in the local production, and the painted decoration reproduces patterns well known in the
local production, especially on plates and shallow angular bowls, suggesting that it may instead represent
a hybrid of local shapes and Aegean patterns.

Phase N, Level I 08

The assemblages that were collected in the earth accumulations above the stone floor in V-13 (see fig. 3), are
very rich, while those collected in W-15 consist of few scattered sherds and are presented here separately.
Moreover, in square W-15 the distinction between locus 111d and locus Ille (i.e., levels 8 and 9) was appar-
ently based only on a change in color and consistency of the soil rather than on the existence of a horizontal
interface, as in V-13. For this reason, the sherds from this square are here considered less representative of
this level than the ones collected in V-13, and only one was selected to be illustrated.

Loci V-13_08, V-13_08_Floor

Imports (3): An extremely fine, very pale brown fabric, together with a white slip surface treatment, char-
acterizes these three sherds and distinguishes them from the majority of the pottery from this assemblage,
possibly suggesting a foreign provenance. A shoulder of a jar (A122045, pl. 6c) shows a typical and also local
geometric external decoration consisting of a horizontal wavy line between bands and a crosshatched triangle
(probably multiple triangles in a row).
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A very small sherd (122051, not illustrated here) is part of an open bichrome vessel that differs from the
usual local bichrome ware not only because of its fabric and white slip treatment, but also because of the fine
decoration of the external lines, one of which is foliated. This specific fragment seems to be related to the
Late Cypriot production. The large vessel (A27012, cat. no. 3, pl. 2a, together with fragment A122052, pl. 6e,
which probably belongs to the same vessel) was found directly on the floor of this level. It is a large spheri-
cal closed vessel with black slip, a channeled, modeled body, painted geometric elements (lozenges) inside
a reserved horizontal band on the body, and a star pattern in the reserved circle on the rounded bottom.
The fabric is very fine and light brown, the surface is modeled, and the brush used to paint it was extremely
narrow. The peculiar decorative elements, surface treatment, and fabric clearly assign this large fragment
to the Black Slip Painted Ware I-1I group of the Cypro-Geometric period (see Gjerstad 1948, fig. XVII). This
specific class combines black slip-ware with painted patterns of White Painted and Black Slip Bichrome ware
(Gjerstad 1948, fig. XVI no. 15); however, its shape, especially the rounded bottom, is not common in the
channelled Black Slip group, and instead may belong to an amphora. This piece seems to consist of, on the
one hand, the surface treatment and decoration of the Black Slip Painted I group (see also Adelman 1976,
fig. 28ff; for the star pattern, see Gjerstad 1948, fig. XVI no. 15, in the Black Slip Painted group), and, on the
other, follows the shape of barrel jugs (Type II Gjerstad 1948).¢! In both cases it provides us with a reliable
terminus post quem for the dating of this level to the Cypro-Geometric Ia period (after the end of the elev-
enth century and before the end of the tenth century BC).®

This large vessel was found together with the complete four-handled amphoroid krater (e-0434, fig. 71,
cat. no. 4), decorated with a painted geometric decoration organized in horizontal registers, and with four
vertical loop handles (Swift 1958, fig. 23), probably at the Hataz museum. The shape of the krater follows the
amphoroid kraters already known from the Late Bronze Age production, although the vertical loop handles
become very common only in this period. The painted decoration is organized in horizontal registers, which
are filled with crosshatched triangles; this specific krater is the result of a local production that combines the
four-handled amphoroid krater with a geometric decoration, a type well attested in the whole Levant and
fulfilling a specific function in the drinking set (see Gilboa 2006-07, p. 215 and fig. 5). The shape of the body
seems to differ slightly from the usual Cypriot amphoroid kraters (see those from Kition, Mountjoy 2005,
pp- 181-82). The collar of this vessel is shorter and straighter; thus, it may be ascribed to a local production,
as also similar shapes found in Tarsus suggest (Goldman 1956, p. 391) .

Painted Bichrome (8): All eight Bichrome sherds belong to closed globular vessels. Only one of them
is a rim part of a necked jar with a slightly offset rim (A122066), a shape that appears often in the Bichrome
group and already existed in the previous levels. The other Bichrome body sherds have a light brown to pink
fabric, and frequently bear a self-slip or white slip on the surface. Grit is fine, various, and dense, while or-
ganic inclusions occur very seldomly. The fabric seems to be similar to the local Simple Ware and is therefore
considered to be a local production.

Painted Monochrome (39): The assemblage includes a large variety of shapes and patterns. Large
hemispherical plates with squared lips (133884, pl. 5a), deep bowls with outcurving rims (133905, pl. 5e),
and narrow bowls with globular bodies (133886, pl. 5g) are shapes that were already present in the previ-
ous level, especially the hemispherical bowls in V-13 and the globular deep bowls in W-15, and seem to be
extremely common in this level, t0o0.®® The conical plate with an angular inverted rim (134692, pl. 5¢) repro-
duces a shape also present in the previous level, but it bears a narrow painted decoration on both internal
and external sides, following a decorative trend well known in the Late Helladic Ilic Late Argolid tradition
(Mountjoy 1999b, pp. 184-89) on different shapes; the cursive wavy line (or pendent semicircles, as Mountjoy
2017) again demonstrate the diffusion of this specific pattern. The same mixture of local shape and Aegean
decoration appears on the Painted Monochrome S-shaped bowl (A122064, pl. 5d); the shape differs from the

' The rounded bottom and the wheel traces seem to point to two possible shapes: a barrel jug, made of two hemispheres, or a large spherical jar
with a rounded bottom. The second shape does not occur at all in the Cypriot assemblage, while the first one is common, although in different wares
(see jug, fig. 8 no. 10 in Gjerstad 1948).

62 Several bucchero amphorae were found at Tell el Far’ah and Tyre (Gilboa 1989, p. 216) and were all dated to the eleventh century. Black slip
painted ware seems to appear only in Gjerstad (1948, pp. 76, 186-88, figs. IX, XVI) periods I and II, in particular in the Cypro-Geometric Ia period
(again eleventh-tenth centuries BC).

¢ The deep bowls with outcurving rims were found only in W-15 in the previous level, which may suggest that the distinction between W-15_IIle
and W-15_111d assemblages was not certain.
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usual shallow angular bowl of Mycenaean tradition in its smooth profile and outcurving rim, and may well
represent a hybrid of the shallow angular bowl (as is also indicated by the presence of the horizontal strap
handles) and the usual local S-shaped bowls. The decoration with horizontal bands inside and outside the
vessel reflects both traditions.

Fragment A133882 (pl. 5f) is a large krater with a flattened lip and angular everted rim, and possibly has
the same shape as the large amphoroid krater found in the same assemblage, described above (e-0434, cat.
no. 4). Several closed-necked jars with thickened external rims, triangular in section (A122103 and A122076,
pls. 5i, 1), have a similar diameter size (100 mm) and indicate a very common shape in this assemblage, al-
though they were not included in the previous level. Sherd A122042 (pl. 6d) may belong to a globular pilgrim
flask or a small spherical jar; it has a very fine decoration with concentric circles and a central rosette. This
same decoration is similar to the fine painted decoration of the southern Levantine production of vessels
A26738 (cat. no. 2) and A122345 and may belong to the same pottery horizon (see Gilboa, Sharon, and Boaretto
2008, fig. 4 nos. 3-6).

Sherd A133920 (pl. 5h) is the bicurving neck of a large closed vessel that had a flat lip and vertical loop
handle; it seems to have been modeled separately from the rest of the vessel. Therefore, it probably belongs
to a large pilgrim flask, as typical pilgrim flask production involved building the neck separately from the rest
of the vessel. The decorative pattern follows the common horizontal band pattern typical for this assemblage.

The painted decoration ranges from the usual horizontal lines and bands, horizontal or vertical wavy
lines, and crosshatched triangles, to less common rhomboids, spirals (mainly in the internal base of open
vessels), palmettes, and concentric arcs (122058, pl. 6a). One small body fragment (122057, pl. 6b) bears a
figurative decoration consisting of the head of a horned animal.

The fabric is pale brown to pink, fine to medium, with straw temper on thirteen sherds, and heteroge-
neous grit. The surface on twenty sherds is treated with a self-slip, and in two examples is also burnished.

Simple Ware (40): The large shallow bowls (122074, pl. 6g) with thickened rims and cylindrical walls are
very similar to the Painted Monochrome ones, while the conical plates with incurving rims (122078, pl. 6f)
reproduce a shape also present in the monochrome group in the previous levels, which seems to be limited
in this assemblage to small-sized plates. Small bowls with flaring rims (133891, pl. 6j) are present in this locus
and may belong to chalices with high feet, known in the Levant (Lehmann 1996, pl. 22), but not very common
at Chatal.

Deep biconical bowls (122075, pl. 6k; 133893, pl. 6i; A122072, pl. 6h) are an extremely common shape in
this assemblage. The body has a low carination and the rim is either slightly thinned or slightly everted.
This shape becomes extremely common in the later levels and may represent a functional variation of the
painted bowls with outcurving rims. Among the closed vessels, necked jars with thickened external rims
(133917, pl. 61), short incurving neck, and vertical loop handle are the most common closed shape in the as-
semblage, though they differ from the painted ones in size and handle position. Elevated ring bases, either
round or squared in section, are the most common among the bases, although footed vessels (133901, pl. 6m)
are also found.

The fabric of the Simple Ware vessels is pale brown to pink, and fine to medium; in some cases, the color
reaches a dark gray tone, possibly due to excessive firing. In almost every sherd the ware includes straw
temper and heterogeneous grit, and the surfaces of half of the sherds have either a self-slip treatment or,
less commonly, a smoothed treatment. In general, the fabric of the Simple Ware is not different from that of
the Painted Monochrome ware.

Cooking Ware (14): The large (on average) number of diagnostic sherds of cooking pots allows for the
reconstruction of two main shapes. The most common one is a globular/biconical pot with a thickened
external rim; the rim can be either triangular (122095) or, more often, circular in section (133916, pl. 7b;
133908, pl. 7g; 133915, pl. 7d; 122096, pl. 7e), with a vertical loop handle attached directly to the lip. This
shape occurs in both a small and a very large size.

The second shape is the straight pot: its body is probably also biconical, but the upper part of the vessel
is straight, the lip is squared, and it has a vertical strap handle extending from the lip to the body (122097,
pl. 7f; 122101, pl. 7a). The straight pots differ from the globular/biconical pots in both wall thickness and
temper: the straight pots have thinner walls and use a grit temper, as opposed to the shell temper used in
the globular/biconical pots. Straight pots seem to be produced only in small sizes. Only one large sherd in
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this assemblage (A133914, pl. 7¢) differs in shape from the two groups described above and seems to belong
to the well-known hole-mouth cooking pot group that becomes very common in later periods.

The fabric of all cooking pots is dark gray due to the use of the vessels over fire, and the surface is usu-
ally untreated.

Storage (2): Two large fragments of storage containers were part of this assemblage. Sherd 121705 (pl. 8)
is a large fragment, possibly of a basin, with a narrow incised decoration organized in horizontal registers,
while the large hemispherical bowl 122102 also seems to have fulfilled a storage function.

Locus W-15_I11d

Only four sherds belong to this locus, all Painted Monochrome and only one diagnostic. The deep bowl 122026
(pl. 5b) is a hemispherical bowl with a simple rim and flat lip; although the shape and the decorative pattern
are well known in the other assemblage of the same level, the squared lip seems to be a less common variety.
The other three painted fragments are not diagnostic and belong to the usual local assemblage.

This locus also contained four stone spindle whorls, one of which bears a Phoenician inscription on its
surface (A12765) translated as “This produced spun yarn.” The whorl was published by Gevirtz (1967),%
who dated the inscription to the mid-eighth century Bc. Six years later, Levenson suggested, based on pa-
leographic inconsistencies, that the inscription was a forgery and should be excised from the corpus (1973).
Since then, no further studies on the inscription were carried out; it is still part of the teaching material of
the Oriental Institute.®

¢ Gevirtz (1967, p. 13) clearly states that the assignment of this object to locus W-15_I1Id is not certain due to the presence of a question mark near
the locus, the existence of which I am able to confirm.

% See, e.g., the home page of Professor Christopher Woods’s teaching material: http://teachmiddleeast.lib.uchicago.edu/historical-perspectives/
writing-and-literature/before-islam/image-resource-bank/image-15.html (accessed July 26, 2017).
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Phase N _Final, Level 1_07

z

Figure 4. Level 1_07 architecture

The structural elements belonging to this level consist of the town wall with very small adjoining structures
in W-14, and of a few walls in square V-13. While the vertical sequence in V-13 is clear, with the walls built
above the ones of level 08 having only a slightly different orientation than those from the previous phase,
the assignment of the town wall to this specific level has several problems of interpretation. This is discussed
separately (see the section titled “The Town Wall in Area I” later in this chapter) because the archaeologi-
cal connections between the town wall and the two walls in V-13 are completely lacking and based only on
elevations — it is not certain if the mound wall started to exist only in this level or if it was also present in
the previous levels. The pottery assemblages related to the fortifications or to the small surface adjoining the
mound wall in square W-14 do not help in dating this large structure, as they present a very mixed inventory.
As mentioned in the previous section, there are no assemblages found in W-15 ascribed to this level. For this
reason, the pottery assemblage from this level is based on the earth fill between the walls in V-13 and not
on the earth fill along the town wall, which contained very different materials and can be considered to be
heavily contaminated.

Locus V-13_07

This assemblage consists of fifty-five diagnostic sherds, and the main change from the previous assemblage
is the appearance of the Red Burnished class (five sherds), while the majority of the sherds consist of Simple
Ware and Painted Monochrome classes. The relatively high number of Cooking Ware sherds and storage ves-
sel sherds and the absence of clearly imported pottery may suggest the structures in this area were used for
domestic activities.
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Painted Bichrome (5): Three of the five sherds from this group are body fragments of closed vessels,
either barrel shaped (as in A122161) or jar shaped (A122158). The patterns are limited to horizontal lines
(alternating in color) or concentric circles with red band and black lines (identical to the fragments from
southern Levant, as in Gilboa, Sharon, and Boaretto 2008, fig. 5 nos. 9-11, or Gilboa 1999, fig. 4). The remain-
ing two sherds belong to kraters, which are not very common in this assemblage. Fragment A122164 (pl.
9g), with a flattened lip and triangular rim, probably belongs to an amphoroid krater (see Tarsus and Afis
kraters, Gilboa 2006-07, fig. 5 nos. 4, 8). The painted decoration is geometric on both sides of the walls and
on the lip. While this shape is also found in previous levels and in general from the Late Bronze Age onward,
the bichrome decoration is also employed in the Levantine and Cypriot Bichrome tradition (see Gilboa 1999,
fig. 12) of the Iron Age Ib tradition. The second fragment belongs to a large krater with a flattened everted
rim (133897, pl. 9h) with an external decoration (horizontal cursive wavy line). This decoration is typical
for Painted Monochrome vessels of the same shape, but here it is rendered in two colors. The fabric is pale
brown to pink, medium-fine to medium, with straw temper and a self-slip treatment on the surface.

Painted Monochrome (14): The most interesting element from this group is the absence of fragments
belonging to bowls with an outcurving rim, which were extremely common in the previous levels, while the
only notable open shape is the S-shaped bowl with a slightly outcurving rim (133898, pl. 9d). The S-shaped
bowls also appeared in the Simple Ware assemblage of the previous level. Fragment 133898, however, seems to
be an intermediate form between the deep bowls with low carination and the flat S-shaped bowls. Moreover,
the fragment has no patterns — rather, the surface is completely covered with red paint and may belong to
the subgroup of the Sub-Mycenaean tradition of completely painted vessels.

The other Painted Monochrome sherds belong to closed shapes: necked jars with thickened triangular
external rims (133906, pl. 10a), occasionally offset (as in 122131, pl. 10b), and jugs with trefoil rims (122166,
pl. 10d). The short incurving neck, loop handles, and decoration can be compared with the necked jars of the
previous level, as well as both rim shapes. The decorative patterns are limited to horizontal bands, cross-
hatched triangles, and wavy lines between straight ones. The small fragment of the large vessel A121704 (pl.
10e) shows that painted decoration was also used on storage containers or basins and combined with mod-
eled applications.

The fabric is pale brown to pink, medium-fine to fine, with heterogeneous grit and rarely with straw tem-
per (which appears on six sherds). The surface is self-slipped on eight sherds, providing it with a lighter color.

Red Burnished (5): Four sherds belong to simple conical plates with simple rims. The red slip is com-
pletely darkened on two of the sherds, almost black. One fragment of the pedestal base of an open vessel may
suggest that these plates were combined with this shape of base. The fabric is pale brown, fine to medium-
fine, with straw temper — in general, identical to the fabric of the Painted Monochrome conical plates. The
surfaces have a red slip treatment and, in two sherds, hand burnishing, while the remaining three sherds
have a typical horizontal wheel-made burnish. These fragments belong to a class that appears in this area
for the first time and seems to be limited to a single shape.

Simple Ware (20): Deep bowls with low carination and slightly outcurving rims are the most common
shape in this level, as they were in the previous. The body is often biconical; the upper part is either flaring
(122141, pl. 9c; 122120, pl. 9b) or conical (122144, pl. 9a), and the lower part is conical. The shape, as stated
above, is similar to the Painted Monochrome S-shaped bowl (pl. 9d). The simple spherical or conical bowls
are also present in this assemblage (133895, pl. 9f; 122147, pl. 9¢), but only in larger sizes, with a diameter
ranging from 30 to 34 cm. One fragment of a necked jar with a thickened external triangular rim and vertical
angular loop handle (122131, pl. 10b) has a shape that is identical to that of the necked jars in the Painted
Monochrome group.

The fabric varies in color (pale brown, pink to reddish-brown) and consistency (extremely fine to me-
dium); it rarely contains straw temper (five sherds) or shell inclusions (two sherds). Self-slip is found on the
surface of four sherds, while the remainder do not have any surface treatment, though two of them do have
small, stamped lozenges (possibly the head of a wooden stick) on the external wall (A133895, pl. 9f). This
same decoration is also present on one sherd in the storage group and characterizes the usual rope pattern
decoration usually found on storage vessels.

Storage Ware (3): These three sherds do not yield clearly recognizable shapes. Sherd 122136 (pl. 10¢) is
a very large hemispherical container with a perforated lug horizontal handle, while 121704 (pl. 10e) is pos-
sibly part of a large base, with painted and rope pattern modeled appliqué and horizontal painted bands.
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The fabric is medium and pale brown with heterogeneous grit, i.e., identical to the Simple Ware and Painted
Monochrome ware, and no surface treatment could be observed on these sherds.

Cooking Ware (8): These eight large diagnostic fragments essentially belong to two main shapes: a
spherical/globular pot with a simple rim (hole-mouth) and vertical strap handle (A133913, pl. 11d), and
a short-collared biconical pot with a thickened external rim and vertical loop handle (A133912, pl. 11a;
A133911, pl. 11b; A122132, pl. 11c). The first shape is also characterized by thinner walls and larger dimen-
sions. The fabric is dark red, with heterogeneous grit in the hole-mouth shape and homogenous temper
(crushed shells) in the biconical pot; all the sherds have a smoothing treatment on both external and internal
surfaces. Compared to the previous levels, it is possible to observe an increase in the number of hole-mouth
pots as well as the disappearance of the straight pots probably used for dry cooking.

Phase O_Beg, Level 1_06

z

Figure 5. Level 1_06 architecture

This level was reached in several trenches which, in three sections, can be grouped according to the archaeo-
logical connections between them. To the northwestern part of the area, large structures were found in
the two trenches, which were dug mainly in square W-12; several large rooms with apparently no openings
between them were approximately north-south oriented, had plaster floors (except for a northern one, in-
completely excavated, which was provided with a stone slab paving), and most probably belong to the same
unit. This last assumption is based on the fact that in all other trenches, apparently, double walls marked the
existence of different units; the lack of connections between the rooms does not indicate the real absence
of doorways but simply that these doors were not identified, having either been closed later on with mud
bricks or just filled by the debris of the collapse.®® The irregular shapes of two rooms in the southwestern
part of the trench in W-12 seem to indicate the presence of a street to the south whose existence and course
limited the structure to the south.

In the central area of Area I, excavations in one large trench in V-13 and V-12 revealed at least three
units; thicker walls, large patches of pebble floors, and stone thresholds in the doorways characterize the

¢ This is a recurrent situation in the excavations at Chatal Hoyiik. The wall structure was not investigated in detail, so it was not always possible
to distinguish a “filling” or door closure from the mudbrick structure.
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eastern unit, which apparently consists of several rooms accessible from a courtyard. Several other rooms are
more similar to the ones found in the northwestern part: simple rectangular rooms ranging in size from 5 to
12 sq. m. The large eastern trench extended over several squares (W-15, V-15, V-16, U-15, U-14) following the
edge of the mound; their excavation revealed several open areas and streets limited by structures, sometimes
consisting of single rooms, sometimes of larger units. It should be noted here that the structures in squares
U-14 and U-15, which were assigned by Haines to level 6, are exactly the same as those of level 5: because
no earth fill was dug underneath these structures, it seems evident that this assemblage belongs to level 6.

The pottery assemblages will be presented according to these sectors since they are not archaeologically
connected to each other, while the pottery assemblages coming from the structures adjoining the town wall
area will be presented separately in a fourth group. Considering the relatively small number of sherds col-
lected from this level, the plates group together all loci of level I_06 in order to provide a more homogeneous
overview of the inventory, while the text follows the archaeological context. In general, only the imported
sherds seem to suggest a terminus post quem to the Cypro-Geometric IlIb period for the assemblage. Several
spindle whorls, bone needles, and pins were also found in this level.

Northwestern Area: Locus W-12_IIIc

The whole assemblage consists of twenty-one sherds, the majority of which belong to the Painted Mono-
chrome and Red Burnished groups.

Imports (4): The only imported sherds are four fragments of Black on Red vessels, three of which belong
to the usual small juglets with bicurving necks and flat bases, while the fourth one belongs to a larger closed
jug (A122439, pl. 12f) not frequent among the Black on Red imports to the site. This shape seems to belong
to the Black on Red II group, as indicated by the presence of a decoration of smaller circles inserted inside
a main circle; this shape is apparently more frequent in Cyprus (Gjerstad 1948, fig. 38, jugs) than among
the imports to the Levant (see Schreiber 2003, figs. 7-8) and consequently seems to belong to the Cypro-
Geometric I1Ib period. The fabric of these sherds is extremely fine and orange, and the surface is burnished.

Painted Bichrome (4): All these sherds seem to be variations of the Painted Monochrome ones; they keep
not only the same shape but also the same decoration with palmettes (A122437, pl. 12j) or simple horizontal
bands (122434); they also have the same fabric.

Painted Monochrome (8): These sherds all seem to belong to closed shapes and are limited to body
fragments. The usual decorations of horizontal bands and palmettes are present in these sherds, except for
A122438 (pl. 12h); the latter belongs to a closed vessel with an uncommon decoration of concentric squares.
A fragment of what is possibly a kernos ring belongs to this assemblage. The fabric is, as usual, pale brown
with heterogeneous grit.

Red Burnished (6): Only rim sherds were collected, pointing to the existence of already well-defined
shapes: hemispherical bowls with a thickened triangular external rim (A122497, pl. 13g) and hemispherical
bowls with a flat lip and horizontal bow modeled ledge handle (A122692, pl. 13f), besides the usual conical
plates and flaring deep bowls. The fabric is pale brown to pink with heterogeneous grit and straw temper,
while the surface bears a horizontal wheel-made burnish (with the exception of the handles and a single
sherd) and a slip from light to dark red. No Simple Ware was found in this assemblage.

Central Area: Locus V-13_06 (Including V-12)

The large assemblage (sixty-seven) coming from this locus, which also extended into square V-12, consists
mainly of Painted Monochrome body sherds.

Imports (2): Besides one very small fragment of Black on Red pottery (A122204), the other sherd assigned
to this group is a large fragment of a large necked jar with an angular everted rim and bichrome decoration
with horizontal bands (A122214, pl. 12b). The decoration is light gray and black but was probably originally
black and red (as it is in A122195); the change in color was possibly due to the firing.®” The fabric is medium-
fine light brown clay with heterogeneous grit. The shape seems not to be common in the local pottery assem-

7 1t was possible to observe this discoloration phenomenon on many imported bichrome sherds; it seems possible that it is related to a different kind
of paint that deteriorates over time. This phenomenon has been observed only on Cypriot-style sherds and may suggest a common production center.
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blage, but is rather typical for large Cypriot Bichrome jars (Gjerstad 1948, fig. XVI jug 4), although it should
be pointed out here that the fabric seems not to differ from the local Painted Bichrome. The gray paint also
occurs on several body sherds coming from the same assemblage that are assigned, due to the presence of
a single color, to the Painted Monochrome group: these sherds (A122186, A122184, A122182) may all come
from the same bichrome vessel A134641.

Painted Bichrome (14): This group contains several different shapes that can be divided into two main
groups: the local common bichrome closed vessels (few body sherds available) with very simple decoration
(horizontal lines in black and red), and barrel-shaped closed vessels with narrow concentric circles (A122197,
pl. 12e; A122674, pl. 12d; A122188, pl. 12i), likely imitating — in both shape and decoration — the Cypriot
barrel jugs of the White Painted III group (Gjerstad 1948, fig. 19 no. 1). A second group of bichrome sherds
has a decoration identical to the Painted Monochrome ones (a wavy line between straight lines or palmette,
as in A122437, pl. 12j).

The fabric is again very pale brown to pink with heterogeneous grit and medium-fine to fine mass.

Painted Monochrome (20):°® Only A122213 (pl. 12¢) represents a particular shape (biconical deep bowl
with a slightly outcurving rim), and it has a rare decoration of mechanically drawn concentric circles. This
shape reproduces the well-known local deep bowls with low carination and belongs to the local tradition; the
decoration applied to it, however, finds exact comparisons with the White Painted 111 group (Gjerstad 1948,
fig. XVIII). Only the absence of a white slip and the fabric of the vessel tell us this vessel was locally produced.

The remaining sherds belong to closed vessels and are decorated with triglyphs and horizontal bands
with vertical loop handles. Here, again, there are no traces of the bowls with outcurving rims, or of the com-
mon shapes of the Painted Monochrome class from the previous levels. A26929 (pl. 2b, cat. no. 5) is a biconi-
cal spouted jar with an elevated ring base and asymmetrical body — a feeding bottle. The shape is irregular
and the decoration, which consists of horizontal bands and swirls on the handle, is extremely coarse, with
frequent drops of paint on the surface.

Red Burnished (15): The conical plates with either a rounded lip (134175, pl. 13b) or squared lip (122219,
pl. 13a) are the most common shape in this assemblage. Aside from these, two new Red Burnished shapes
appear in this group. The first is a flaring bowl with a simple rim and eroded internal slip (122223, pl. 13d)
that may have had a lower hemispherical part. The sherds belonging to this shape frequently have the same
kind of internal erosion of the slip, possibly suggesting they shared a common function. The second shape
is a large deep bowl with a squared lip and thickened everted rim (134173, pl. 13c). Several elevated ring or
pedestal bases of open vessels are part of this group and probably belong to the shapes described above. The
fabrics, ranging from a pale brown to pink and from medium-fine to medium, have a straw temper in most
sherds, and sporadic shells in one. The burnish is irregular on some sherds, especially on plastic elements
such as bases or the internal sides of the vessels; on the majority, however, the burnish is horizontal and so
narrow that it achieves a “polished” effect. The color of the slip varies from a brilliant red to a brown tone,
a variation that is probably due to different firing temperatures rather than to a voluntary effect.

Simple Ware (10): There are four identifiable shapes in this group. The biconical deep bowl with flaring
upper part, low carination, conical lower part, and either a rounded (134684, pl. 14b) or pointed lip (134177,
pl. 14a) is common, and continues a tradition often seen in previous levels in the same class (pls. 9b-c and
variations of pls. 6h-k). Amphoroid kraters, now found also in smaller sizes, are present in the Simple Ware
class (134171, pl. 13c) with the same flattened lip as in the previous levels — these seem to be a variation of
the painted amphoroid kraters. Among the closed shapes, there is a necked jar with a triangular external
rim (122130) and a miniature single-handled asymmetric pilgrim flask in which one side is more globular
than the other (122031, pl. 12a); the vessel seems to be unfinished, as the surface is extremely irregular and
not polished.

Cooking Ware (5): Here, again, two different shapes were used for the cooking pots: spherical hole-
mouth pots with a simple, slightly thickened rim and strap handle (134686, pl. 14d), and globular pots with
a thickened rounded external rim and vertical loop handle (134181, pl. 14e). As in the previous level, the two
shapes differ from each other in several respects: the globular pots have a shell temper and thicker walls

%  As mentioned above, the pale gray decorated body sherds, which may belong to a large bichrome necked jar, were also assigned to this level and
may have influenced the number of the sherds assigned to this group.
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than the hole-mouth pots, and the size, shape, and location of the handles is different. The clay is the same
as the fabric of the Cooking Ware in the previous level.

Eastern Area: Loci W-15_IIIc+, W-15_IIIc_Tr, V-15_IIIc

The assemblage is limited to few representative sherds (twenty) that were collected during the excavation;
only particularly interesting pieces will be presented here.

Painted monochrome (13): This is the largest group, with a slightly wider variation in decorative pat-
terns than in the loci presented above: A122676 (pl. 12g) is decorated with cursive wavy lines in metopes,
while A122674 has a cross, probably separating two series of concentric circles. Sherd 122683 (pl. 12k) is an
elevated ring base with concentric circles on the internal part; it probably belongs to a hemispherical deep
bowl.

Red Burnished (4): A large fragment of an open vessel with a thickened external rim and flat lip
(A133947) represents a further variation of the hemispherical bowls; the deep bowl (A133948, pl. 13h) with
biconical walls (cylindrical upper part and conical lower part) and a vertical loop handle also has a partial
internal slip and provides another example of the shape presented above, with the addition of the handle.
The large modeled triple rim of what is either a storage basin or a pot stand (A133947, pl. 13e) is a very
uncommon shape for the assemblage, though it is very similar to the painted 121704 (pl. 10e), and confirms
the local use of modeled decoration with other surface treatments.

Cooking Ware (1): One hole-mouth cooking pot (A134647, pl. 14f) belongs to the shape described above
and shows some differences from the hole-mouth pot found in context V/13_06 (level 1_05): the vessel is
larger, though it keeps its narrow shape, while the walls and rim are both thinner. No relevant differences
exist in the fabrics or surface treatments on the sherds that come from the loci of the same level.

Town Wall Trench, Locus W-13_Tr

Only four sherds were collected from this locus. Among these, the large fragment of a Painted Monochrome
krater (A136627, pl. 121) should be mentioned and emphasized; the shape of the krater is very common in
this level, with an incurving upper part and a conical bottom and probably two handles. It is representative
of the biconical bowls with a cylindrical upper part and globular lower part.
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Phase O, Level I 05
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Figure 6. Level I_05 architecture

The structures excavated in this level extend throughout the whole area and are directly connected to each
other, making it possible to present a single pottery assemblage for the whole area. In an attempt to provide
a general description of the architectural structures, it is worth pointing out first the open public areas.
In V-14, a large open area seems to separate two large neighborhoods — one to the east in W/V-15, and
one to the west. Several small streets extend away from this large open area, leading to the north and west
(W-13/14) and to the south (U-14). All units have a similar orientation except for the unit in the southern
part of square U-13, where the urban occupation seems to change its general orientation; the presence of a
row of pillars inside this unit distinguishes it from the other buildings. This specific building seems to follow
a tradition that was already present at Tell Afis during the Late Bronze Age II (see Venturi 2007, pp. 135-37,
fig. 31.4). The disposition, accessibility, and size of the structural units is extremely different. Large units
(as the ones in W-13 or V/U-13/13), with a size greater than 150 sq. m, have internal routes and develop
in different wings. Small units (a single row of rooms) have an approximate size of 50 sq. m and are built
adjoining each other with no passage areas between them (like the one in V/U-12). Both types of units have
the same number of rooms (five to six) as the typical rectangular units (like the one in W-12). The different
shapes of the units are probably the result of a slow development of the structures in an area of intensifying
urbanization, in which the construction of a unit was influenced by the presence of streets and of pre-existing
houses. Moreover, a single burial (a-S-10) was found in square W-14; it was considered to be “accidental” due
to the face-down position of the corpse.

As mentioned above, because the excavated areas are all connected to each other, the pottery of this
level is presented here all together, except for the caches. More specific information regarding the locus of
provenance for each sherd can be found in the catalog.

The Pottery from Loci W/V/U-12/13/14/15_IlIc

Imports (27): The imports seem to be limited mainly to two groups: one from Cyprus belonging to the
White Painted and Bichrome classes, and the second belonging to the Black on Red group. The large-necked
bichrome or monochrome jars with offset vertical rims (A134625, pl. 16¢), or flaring rims (A134623, pl. 16b;
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A122446, pl. 16¢),*° belong to a Cypriot tradition of the Bichrome IV pottery horizon (White Painted 1V, in
particular) according to Gjerstad’s classification (1948, fig. 22 no. 1a-b). These fragments are characterized
by a faded black paint (which is now gray) and a brilliant red decoration, as well as the typical cylindrical
neck.”® They most likely belonged to large amphorae with a cylindrical neck and single handle. The fabric
is pink and fine with a self-slip or whitish treatment on the surface. The deep bowls with thinned lips and
narrow painted decoration (A122398, pl. 16a) can be assigned the same provenance — the fabric is identical
to one of the necked jars, and the decoration follows the same style: a narrow geometric decoration with thin
black (gray) lines on the surface and metope decoration. Apparently, this specific decoration may belong to
a slightly older pottery horizon (111, according to Gjerstad’s classification; idem 1948, fig. 18). The deep bowl
A26602 (pl. 15b) with Painted Monochrome decoration and a vestigial horizontal loop handle also belongs to
the same horizon. The decoration on the side consists of mechanically drawn concentric circles, typical for
the end of the Cypro-Geometric period, while the biconical shape reproduces a common local shape employed
in the Red Burnished and Simple Ware classes. The vestigial handles also appear in the Cypriot III horizon,
and may well be connected to a late phase of the III production (according to Gjerstad 1948).

The small bottle or jar A122394 (pl. 16g) seems to be related to the same tradition; its surface is bichrome
(with a very brilliant red) and its fabric is not orange and extremely fine (as the one above), but rather pale
brown and fine. It seems to belong to the usual Bichrome III horizon of Cypriot provenance (Gjerstad 1948,
fig. XXII). Vessel a-1439 (cat. no. 15) belongs to a slightly later but still Cypriot horizon; it is a bichrome
ovoid jar with free field swastika decoration (Bichrome IV free field) and white slip. The barrel jar A26623
(pl. 154, cat. no. 6) is also a bichrome Cypriot import; the shape and decoration are similar to the PJ12 and
PJ18 at Dor (dated to the Ir1|2), and it belongs, again, to the Bichrome III group.”

The other group is represented by the Black on Red small jar (A26653, pl. 15f), whose shape differs slightly
from the “usual” Black on Red juglets: the neck is simply flaring rather than bicurving (or neck ridged), and
it does not fit with Schreiber’s vessel typology (2003, appendix 3). The shape may belong to the Phoenician
cultural area, implying that the example at our disposal was probably an imitation of a Black on Red bowl.
The relatively squat shape of the body and the simple decoration may suggest that it belongs to the Black
on Red III group (Gjerstad 1948, fig. XXIV no. 9).

One sherd, a red monochrome painted fragment of probably a pilgrim flask or barrel jar (A122682, pl. 19b)
has an extremely fine pink fabric that differs from the usual local one and may also indicate an import. The
decoration with mechanically drawn concentric circles belongs to an eastern Greek horizon and a Late Pro-
togeometric period, as the comparison in Lefkandi seems to suggest (see Lemos 2002, pp. 79-80, fig. 97.2).

Painted Bichrome (25): Several sherds in this assemblage also have a bichrome decoration. Here, again,
they can be divided between local imitations of the Cypriot Bichrome and local experimentations with
bichromy. These experimentations follow the decorative elements and shape patterns that are typical for
Painted Monochrome ware, combining local elements and patterns from Mycenaean tradition.

The first group is represented mainly by the globular/barrel jars (A122400, pl. 17a), which are imitations
of the Cypriot ones. The decoration consists of large red bands and small black lines arranged in concentric
circles and a central circle filled with triangles in red and black. Identical decorative patterns in the same
position are well known in Cypriot Bichrome IV production — only the absence of a white slip and the local
ware indicates that these are local imitations of the imported Cypriot pieces (e.g., A26623, cat. no. 6, pl. 15a,
among the imports). The fabric is pale brown to brown, medium-fine to coarse, with a straw temper visible
on fifteen sherds and a self-slip on the surface of fourteen pieces. A122563 (pl. 17i) belongs to this same
group of Cypriot imitations, this time a jar with concentric circles similar to the IV horizon.

Several large fragments belong to the second group. The most representative one is A122371 (pl. 17¢),
a fragment of what is possibly an amphoroid krater that has a figurative decoration on the shoulder (two
animals facing each other). The difference in colors between the animals and the horizontal bands might be
accidental, due to differing paint thickness or to differing firing temperatures;’> however, the red oblique

% By comparing these flaring rims with the complete shapes found in Cyprus, it is not possible to suggest a difference in shape according to the
different rim; both rim shapes were employed in amphorae and hydriae.

7° Only A134619 may represent a variation with a conical neck (pl. 16).

71 For the comparison with Tell Dor, see Gilboa and Sharon 2003, fig. 11, nos. 5-10; for the Cypriot comparisons, see Gjerstad 1948, fig. 22:2a, 2b;
although the shape is identical, the applied rope pattern seems to be a local addition.

72 The color of the animal is a matte dark red; the color of the horizontal band is a dark brown.
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band between black bands is a pattern quite commonly seen in the northern Levant (Gilboa 1999, fig. 4)
and makes the vessel bichrome. Two additional fragments belong to the same group: the amphoroid krater
A122228 (pl. 16h) with a vertical loop handle and geometric decoration, and the neck fragment with small
hellipses in a row (A122455, pl. 17¢). In all three fragments, shapes and decorative patterns are typical for the
Painted Monochrome ware and are voluntarily employed in two colors. Moreover, the decorative patterns
are very eclectic, ranging from the usual oblique lines and concentric semicircles from the local and Aegean
traditions, to the local figurative tradition, to experimental patterns like the lozenges. The same phenom-
enon occurs on the large amphoroid krater (A122379, pl. 161) with a dotted wavy line pattern in two colors,
where the horizontal band changes its color according to its position on the external or internal part of the
vessel (possibly an influence from the Cypriot production). The large narrow vessel fragment 134683 (pl. 17f)
with vertical crosshatched lozenges in a row and horizontal bands with oblique lines belongs to this same
tradition: here, also, the geometric patterns of the local tradition, which are usually painted in one color,
are rendered in black and red. Additionally, the decoration on fragment 122403 (pl. 17b) of a closed vessel
with a decoration under the neck — probably reproducing a tassel — refers to a pattern range that is typical
for the monochrome assemblages of Mycenaean pottery during the Late Helladic Illc (Mountjoy 1986, pp.
136-201; Mountjoy 1999a, passim); it is not frequently found on the vessels from Chatal.

Painted Monochrome (94): The large number of sherds from this group allows for the identification
of a larger number of shapes. One such shape is the hemispherical bowl (A122285, pl. 18a; A122560, pl. 18c;
A122382, pl. 18d) with a slightly outcurving rim, a very common shape in this assemblage and one that re-
produces a vessel shape well known in the local production. The painted decoration, both on the external
and on the internal walls, is limited to horizontal bands. Two main sizes characterize this shape: a smaller
squat bowl with various kinds of rims (A122285, A122382, A122328, in pls. 18a, b, d) and a deeper handled
bowl (A122560, pl. 18c; A122480, pl. 18e); this second size is probably an imitation of the Late Helladic Ilic
skyphoi (Furumark Shape 295) in terms of both shape and decoration, evidenced by the presence of the
handles and the flat lip.

Globular bowls with an outcurving rim (the well-known bell-shaped bowl, Furumark Shape 284) are very
common in the assemblage. The body is globular with a short outcurving rim; in some cases, the wall tends to
be almost cylindrical (A122326, pl. 18m) and imitates the Cypriot deep bowls with its thickened internal rim
(see Gjerstad 1948, fig. 18 no. 5). Horizontal bands (A122557, pl. 18j), wavy lines in a limited field (A122383,
pl. 18h), and plain paint with reserved lines (A122288, pl. 18f) are employed in the decoration of these bowls,
as are oblique lines (A122329, pl. 181). The large number of bell-shaped bowls with solid fill decoration and
reserved lines (A122288, pl. 18f; A122283, pl. 18h; A122557, pl. 18j; A122329, pl. 18l) locates the whole assem-
blage in the Late Helladic Illc Sub-Mycenaean period, when solid decoration was more common (Mountjoy
1986, pp. 192, 200). The deep bowls with straight sides and low carination (A122326, pl. 18k) are a variation
of the bell-shaped bowls.

Biconical bowls with a flaring upper part, conical bottom, and vertical loop handle (A122536, pl. 18n;
A122430, pl. 18m) are also local imitations of shapes and decorative patterns of Cypriot origin (Gjerstad 1948,
fig. XXV nos. 1-3), combined with local elements such as the vertical loop handle and the flaring shape.
However, the fact that this shape also occurs in the Red Burnished assemblage in different sizes (A122259,
pl. 22f; A134687, pl. 22d) may indicate that the shape of this bowl was already part of the local assemblage, as
several Simple Ware and Red Burnished examples from previous levels (pls. 14a and b) suggest. By contrast,
the one-handled cup A134646 (pl. 18i) is an imitation of a well-known early Greek shape dated to the seventh
century (see Boardman 1967, nos. 215, 362), and is not a common shape in the assemblage. Additionally, the
small painted plate with a flat base (A134628, pl. 18g) and a radial internal decoration represents a shape
and decoration that is very uncommon in the assemblage.

Kraters with a biconical shape (such as 134666, pl. 19a) are still present in the assemblage, although not
in large numbers, indicating that the phase M shape is still in use in these late assemblages. The amphoroid
kraters, by contrast, are more common. However, krater A133945 (pl. 19f) has an uncommon high collar in
plain black, an applied rope pattern, and a flat rim; this shape dates back to the Late Helladic amphoroid
krater tradition (Furumark 1941, shape 57), and the plain painted decoration on this type of vessel starts to
become common during the Sub-Mycenaean period, continuing into the Protogeometric period (Boardman
2001, pp. 12-14; Cook and Dupont 1998, pp. 12-14). This same decoration appears on necked jar A122384
(pl. 19d), which also belongs to the same horizon (see R. W. V. Catling 1990, fig. 4).
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Two complete biconical spouted jars (feeding bottles) with very similar shapes were found in this assem-
blage: A26552, pl. 15c, cat. no. 17; and A26648, pl. 15d, cat. no. 17. A26552 is a regular biconical necked jar with
a thinned rim, a slightly high-swung handle, and an offset spout. A26648 has a slightly more rounded body,
a ring base instead of a flat one, and more detailed decoration on the shoulder and body. This second piece
has a bichrome decoration in the horizontal bands, following a well-known pattern of a red band between
black lines. Both jars have the same main features. They differ from a similar piece found in the previous level
(A26969, pl. 2b); the jars found in level 1_05 are better manufactured, the shape is more globular, and they
are larger. The two feeding bottles from this level come from two different loci; A26648 (locus V-12_I11b—c)
may be assigned to a slightly later period than 26552 (V-12_IIIc).

The barrel jar A26599 (Swift 1958, fig. 45, cat. no. 19) provides a local monochrome red version of the
above-mentioned bichrome imported barrel jars. The proportion between the neck/mouth and body is dif-
ferent from the imported jars, possibly supporting the idea of a local imitation. Several body sherds of closed
globular-shaped jars with concentric circles (122563, pl. 17i) were found in the assemblage, as were other
body sherds of closed vessels; all of these fragments belong to a Protogeometric horizon.

The shape of the rim and the conical shape of A122460 (pl. 19¢) indicate that it could be a pot stand, a
shape very rare in the assemblages; its linear decoration belongs to the common local pattern. Fragment
A133939 (pl. 19¢) seems to belong to a large amphora similar to those from the White Painted I1I and IV pro-
duction (Gjerstad 1948, fig. XIV no. 3); the status of preservation, however, prevents a closer interpretation.

The decorative patterns are limited to the usual horizontal lines and bands, palmettes, oblique or wavy
lines, and a few more articulated examples derived from both the Late Helladic inventory — such as oblique
lines, opposed triangles, concentric and foliated triangles (A122631, pl. 17h), and double lines in a cross
(122680, pl. 17m) — and local experimental activity — such as radial lines and figurative patterns. The con-
centric circles, which were not common as a decoration of the globular edges of jars or as an internal base
decoration of bowls in previous levels, become common in this level, probably imitating Black on Red and
Protogeometric pottery imports, which frequently used this decorative pattern.

The fabric is in general pale, brown to reddish-brown, fine to medium, with straw temper on only twenty
sherds. The surface of half of the sherds is untreated, while on the remaining ones a general self-slip is
visible.

Red Burnished (115): Only this level includes numerous examples of shapes that appear to have stan-
dardized features; among these, several new shapes make their appearance in this level. Numerous fragments
belong to conical plates with a squared or rounded rim (122248, 122244, 122236, 122232, 122241, pls. 20a-e¢;
122350 and 122362, pls. 21f and h). The diameters of these vessels also reflect a standardized shape, as all of
them are between 320 and 360 mm. The bases of this shape all seem to be elevated rings (134656, pl. 21p);
no fragments of footed pedestal bases were collected in these assemblages. An incised decoration occurs
on only one fragment of this shape (122238, pl. 20e) and reproduces the same pattern and decoration as in
the Simple Ware plate of the previous phase (A133895, pl. 9f). On the majority of the sherds, the burnish is
horizontal wheel-made on the internal sides and irregular on the external sides (122340, pl. 21d); there are,
however, several sherds with an irregular burnish on both sides.

Hemispherical bowls with rounded lips and simple rims (122235, pl. 20f; 122365, pl. 21a; 122339, pl. 21c)
are less common than the previous shape and seem to be a squatter variety of the conical plates. The hemi-
spherical bowls with flat lips, thickened rims, and ledge handles (133973, pl. 22h; 133932, pl. 22g; 122264, pl.
23a) belong to the same group as the hemispherical bowls with rounded lips and simple rims, though they
differ both in the morphology of the rim, which is more squared, and in the presence of a horizontal wavy
ledge handle along the rim. In most cases, this handle occupies more than a quarter of the circumference,
and is so narrow that may not fully fulfill the function of a handle.

Flat bowls with simple middle carination (133936, pl. 21g; 133956, pl. 21i) and small dimensions are not
very common, but may represent smaller versions of the large conical plates described above.

Bowls with a vertical cylindrical slightly flaring upper part and conical bottom, described as carinated
or collared deep bowls, form a large group of Red Burnished containers that can be divided into three size
groups: larger, deep bowls with a vertical double-stranded handle and a diameter between 180 and 240 mm
(A133937, pl. 22e; 133932, pl. 22f); smaller, flatter bowls with a flaring upper part and low carination (A134687,
pl. 22d), a shape already found in the previous level; and S-shaped bowls with a flaring rim and curved middle
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carination (122254 pl. 22b; 122349 pl. 22¢), in one case with a vertical loop handle. The latter are larger in
diameter than the second group, but much less deep.

All three size groups of this shape were also produced in the Simple Ware (A122333 pl. 23b; A122134 in
pl. 3d) with minor variations, such as the shape of the handle. As already observed in the previous level, the
internal slip of this shape is preserved only up to approximately 5 cm under the rim; several traces on the
lower parts, however, clearly indicate that the slip originally covered the whole internal surface of the ves-
sel. This erosion of the internal slip never happens in plates or hemispherical bowls, and may indicate that
the flat bowls were used for specific purposes and contents. Considering this, the poor state of preservation
of the internal slip in sherds with ring bases and loop feet (122231, pl. 211) may suggest that these flaring
carinated bowls were provided with ring bases and loop feet. One single sherd of a squat bowl was found
in the assemblage (122419); the lower part of the body is rounded and differs from the squat bowls of the
Painted Monochrome group.

Very few sherds of closed Red Burnished vessels are part of this assemblage. This small group includes
bottles or necked jars with narrow mouths and vertical stranded handles (133954, pl. 20i), possibly spouted
jars (only one spout was found: 133933, pl. 21e), and bicurving necked jars (133976, pl. 20h), which have an
identical shape to the Painted Monochrome ones. One sherd of a closed vessel perforated at the bottom is the
only example of this shape (A122351, pl. 21m).

Besides the incised decoration described above, it is possible to point out a few sherds with additional
decoration: a closed vessel with applied cones (very rare, A122260, pl. 21j), and a vessel with modeled, applied
geometrical patterns (133946, pl. 21k), while both the burnish and the slip follow the same patterns as on
the conical plates. The modeling seems to continue from the tradition in previous levels (pl. 13e, lev. 1_06).

The fabric of the Red Burnished is either pink/light brown or yellowish-brown, fine to medium, with
heterogeneous grit and a straw temper in seventy-seven sherds.

Simple Ware (20): Two complete examples of bowls with shovel-shaped sides and three loop feet” were
found in this level (A26651, cat. no. 25, pl. 23f and 4410, cat. no. 22) These were probably used as shovels or
tools to collect something that should not be touched directly, such as glowing charcoal; they will be shortly
considered among the small finds (chapter 12).

The shapes of this class are identical to those found in the Red Burnished and Painted Monochrome
classes; consequently, this group includes simple hemispherical bowls (A122314, pl. 23d), hemispherical bowls
with flattened and thickened rims (A122264, pl. 23a), flaring bowls (A122333, pl. 23b), and necked jars with
triangular rims (similar to 122261, pl. 16i). By contrast, a large two-handled biconical jar with a strainer bot-
tom (A26628, cat. no. 24, pl. 15¢) is an uncommon shape in all wares. The collared deep bowl (A134314, pl. 23d)
with a ledge handle belongs, as stated above, to a shape group that is well known in the Red Burnished class.
Its handle, however, is a ledge handle shorter than the ones employed in the Red Burnished group and with
applied elements, which may reproduce nails or similar features, i.e., it may reproduce in ceramic a vessel
that was commonly produced in other materials. The small very fine fragment A122332 (pl. 23¢) belongs to
an open shape with rounded bottom and central internal spike; this shape also occurs sporadically in the
Red Burnished group (see A26759, pl. 169) in other areas and may point to its having a specific function in
the food processing activity (see chapter 9).

The fabric is light brown to pink (similar to the Red Burnished group), fine to medium-fine (only two
sherds have a medium fabric), and in general of heterogeneous grit, with a straw temper on seven sherds.
The surface of seven sherds is horizontally burnished, while a self-slip treatment seems to be rare (only seen
on two fragments).

Storage (2): Two large pithoi, b-2910 and b-2911 (cat. no. 21), were found in situ in the same locus
(V-13_IIIc). Pithoi were only partially preserved; b-2910 has a very common shape: cylindrical body, applied
rope decoration, and handles on the shoulder. The pithos b-2911 (cat. no. 21) is fusiform with a thick knob
base, narrow mouth, and the same applied decoration. This second shape seems to be more similar to As-
syrian storage vessels, as several findings at Zincirli, for example, clearly reflect (Luschan and Andrae 1943,
pls. 29, 30).

7> This object was found intact and was photographed on site. The object was destroyed while being transported — it is still in fragments. For this
reason, the old negative has been used here.
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Caches V-13/7,V-13/6

These two caches of pottery were found in two rooms connected to each other. Cache /6 was found in the
more southern of the two rooms; as figure 7 shows, the roof of this room collapsed suddenly above the
room’s internal assemblage. V-13/7 refers to a room just north of /6, where “there were also evidences of
fallen wood beams at the same strata as those in V-13/6” (OIM Archive, Chatal Hoyiik cache cards). Since
then, archaeologists have excavated in the room down to an elevation deeper than Ilic (to level 7). Thus both
rooms underwent a sudden but probably local destruction, and the assemblage found on the floor has to be
considered as in primary context. The cache contained a common domestic pottery inventory — including
vessels for food consumption, preparation, and storage — indicating that these activities were carried out
in the same room (see also Pucci 2016).

It is interesting to observe that both assemblages (in pl. 24 and pl. 25) are extremely similar and seem
to represent two sets of the same functional vessels: each assemblage contains Red Burnished plates and
large conical Red Burnished footed vessels; at least one stone bowl/vessel was found in each cache; and in
each locus there were cooking pots, as well as a single painted pilgrim flask. Moreover, and as usual, the
closed two-handled jars were very often painted, and the shallow bowls made in red burnish. Additionally,
a perforated vessel was found in each cache; although the shape of the vessel differed slightly, its presence
in each cache seems to indicate it performed a function as specific as that of the pilgrim flask. Sheep car-
pals were found only in cache /7 — they were in a bowl, along with a “botanical specimen.” Both of these
elements may indicate that food was stored in the rooms. The two rubbing stones found in cache /6 were
probably used for food preparation.

Figure 7. View of Cache V-13/6 (Neg. 27a)
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Phase O, Level 1 04
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Figure 8. Level I_04 architecture

The structures belonging to this level were in part built directly on top of the older walls, though the internal
spaces were rearranged. The street grid of the previous level was kept in use and better defined: a central
N-S oriented main street with a pebble floor connects to two other W-E oriented streets that allow access to
the units. The large units of the former period seem to have disappeared and been replaced by smaller units
(around 50 sq. m) with five or six rooms. A single structural unit located in the eastern area (W/V-14) seems
to be an exception: it is separated from the street by a single wall and includes a large three-room structure
to the north and several smaller rooms to the south, for a total extent of 170 sq. m. The thicker walls of the
northern rooms of this complex also make this unit different from the other ones.

The large number of sherds collected in this level is presented here and divided into three different
groups: the first one consists of sherds collected from the earth fillings inside the structures, while the second
and the third indicate two different structural units, where assemblages were collected in situ and should be
considered as part of the room inventory. The pottery assemblage from these loci is extremely rich (323) and
contains a large inventory of Painted Monochrome and Red Burnished vessels, Due to the fact that several
caches were found with preserved room inventories, some of these vessels are still intact. The finding of these
preserved room inventories not only gives us a window into a specific moment within the history of the use
of these structures but also provides important information for their functional reconstruction.

Loci W/V/U-12/13/14/15_111b/_III_Low

Imports (23): It is possible to point out two Euboean bowls with the typical pendent semicircles (A122772
and A134653, pl. 27) and extremely fine pale orange fabric. One of the sherds has an orange paint instead
of the usual black glossy one, but the shape, fabric, and pattern are identical to the usual Euboean imports.
Considering the rim shape, which is relatively short and outcurving, these fragments belong to a group dated
to the Sub-Protogeometric-Middle Geometric period by Coldstream (2008, pp. 290-91) and to types 3 and 6
by Kearseley (1989, pp. 105-14), indicating a distribution during the seventh century.

The most frequently imported class of pottery is evidently the Cypriot Bichrome IV, which has two main
shapes: the first is the usual large bichrome necked jar with an offset rim (A134622, pl. 27d; A134624, pl. 27¢)
or with a flaring mouth, a thickened elongated rim (A134627, pl. 27h; A134617, pl. 27f), and a globular or bar-
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rel-shaped body (A122463, pl. 27a), probably belonging to a Bichrome 1V pottery horizon (Gjerstad 1948, fig.
XXXIII nos. 1-15). The second group is the deep bowl with a thinned lip and decoration in registers — these
bowls are extremely common in this level (A122771, pl. 271; A134640, pl. 27g; A134629, pl. 27i). The shape is
identical to the bowl of the III pottery horizon (Gjerstad 1948, fig. XXV nos. 1-2); the decorative patterns
are more varied in this latest group, with the introduction of swastikas or stylized flowers in a free field,
patterns that are also typical for the Bichrome V horizon. The fabric of these sherds consists of pale brown
fine to medium-fine clay with a whitish slip. The red color of the paint is extremely shiny, while the black
paint tends to fade into a pale gray.

Furthermore, the interior surface of the painted deep bowl A26601 (cat. no. 27, pl. 26b) is decorated with
concentric circles. The shape of this bowl is similar to Protogeometric bowls of Greek origin (as in Lemos
2002, fig. 78.6); the decoration on the jug found in the same context (A26622, pl. 26c) belongs to the White
Painted IV (Gjerstad 1948, fig. 18 nos. 16, 19) and Mycenaean Geometric groups. In general, the walls of both
these sherds are thinner than those of the other local sherds, and the fabric is finer.

Painted Bichrome (47): This group consists mainly of body sherds of closed vessels with a simple decora-
tion of horizontal black lines and red bands (A122642; A134671), sometimes adjoined and sometimes separate.
The extremely rare rim sherds of this group belong to necked jars with a triangular rim (A122797, pl. 30e) or
a simple flaring rim (A122634, pl. 30a), or to short collared pitchers with trefoil rims (A26572, pl. 26f). Besides
the horizontal red band and black lines, the other decorative patterns in the bichrome group are extremely
rare, limited to wavy lines or palmette patterns. Only A122634 (pl. 30a) shows some experimentation with
the use of paint, with a dotted line decorating its external side. The fabric consists of light brown fine to
medium-fine clay, with straw temper in only sixteen fragments. The scanty number of rim sherds (there are
only three) seems to indicate a decrease in the presence of this group in this level.

Painted Monochrome (127): This group sees some changes in trends compared to the previous levels:
the fragments of closed vessels belonging to this group increase in number somewhat, while the most com-
mon open shape, i.e., the bowl with an outcurving rim, seems to slowly disappear, as very few fragments can
be ascribed to this shape. One of the most common shapes is the collared bowl with a simple rim, cylindrical
upper part of the body, and conical lower part with an elevated ring base (a-1128, cat. no. 38; a-1710, cat.
no. 46).

Fragment A122756 (pl. 29f) with a horizontal loop handle probably belongs to a cup; it imitates a White
Painted IV cup (Gjerstad 1948, fig. 28 no. 23) both in shape and in painted decoration. The simple rounded
shape (as in A122816, pl. 28c) with a painted “wing” decorative pattern appears more rarely. A similar shape
and painted pattern was found at Chatal in Area II (context phase O_Late), as well as at Tell Afis (Pedrazzi
2002, fig. 23.3/4/5 illustrates an almost identical cup with winged pattern), though in a much more ancient
context (comparable to N_Beg). It could represent a further development of the “horns” decoration that
appears in the Late Helladic Ilic Late assemblage (Mountjoy 1999b, p. 851 n. 121) or, more likely, a pattern
derived from the “barred semicircles” found on a bowl at Pylos.”*

The large and deep bowl A134315 (pl. 29¢) with a horizontal loop vestigial handle and painted decora-
tion represents a less common shape in the assemblage; it is a clear imitation of a White Painted III or IV
horizon.”

Large hemispherical bowls (A122530, pl. 28a) with a thickened internal rim are less common in this as-
semblage and they are found also in very large sizes, as in 134308 (pl. 28d). The flaring mouth of fragment
A122766 (pl. 29d) probably belongs to the carinated bowls with flaring rims, well known in the Red Burnished
group (as in A122349, pl. 22¢), and bears a painted pattern that belongs to the Mycenaean pottery horizon.

Amphoroid kraters with flattened lips, thickened everted rims, and cylindrical walls (A134301, pl. 29a;
A122770, pl. 28b) are extremely common and have a diameter ranging from 200 to 260 mm. The largest
and most complete example of this shape is A133944 (pl. 29b), an extremely large krater with a cylindrical
upper wall, lower conical body, and vertical loop handle. The handle is painted with a vertical line crossed
by horizontal lines (ladder motif), while the body probably bears horizontal crossed bands and lines. These
amphoroid kraters should be considered to be a local variation (squatter in shape with a shorter upper collar)

7% Mountjoy dates the bowl “no later than Late Helladic Illc Early,” while Popham assigns it to the Late Helladic IlIc Late or Iron Age (see Mountjoy
1999b, fig. 9 no. 58, and discussion on pp. 131-34).

7> The exact comparisons are with shapes belonging to Black on Red I (III) class (see Gjerstad 1948); however, the completely vestigial handle sug-
gests a slightly later period.
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of the amphoroid kraters of the previous levels and of those typical in the Sub-Mycenaean period.”® Krater
A134307 (pl. 28e) belongs to the spherical shape of kraters with flaring rims, typical of the Protogeometric
and Geometric periods (Cook and Dupont 2003, fig. 5.2), although the painted patterns with crosshatched
triangles are local. The smaller krater or narrow bowl (A134306, pl. 29¢c) may be related to this same tradition:
the walls are more rounded than those of A13407, but A134306’s triglyph and central wavy line decorations
belong to the phase N tradition.

An overwhelming number of closed vessel sherds belong to necked jars with globular bodies (ampho-
ra), both in the usual shape with the thickened external rim (triangular section) and vertical loop handle
(A122769, pl. 30f), and in the new imitations of the offset rims of the Cypriot barrel jugs (A122791, pl.
30d; A122637c, pl. 30c). A few examples of simple rim shapes belong to this assemblage; while trefoil jugs
(A133929, pl. 30b; a-1150, cat. no. 34) appear more often and also in the Red Burnished version. One fragment
of a painted kernos ring (A134316, pl. 31b) as well as a fragment of a Red Burnished kernos ring (A122759,
pl. 34b) indicate that this shape is common in both painted and Simple Ware locally made pottery groups.
The bases are mainly elevated ring or footed (as in A122630, pl. 301).

Besides the usual geometric decoration with horizontal lines, the kraters bear the most complex decora-
tive patterns; these patterns are usually divided into registers, with crosshatched triangles in a row or solid
lozenges in a row (A122823, pl. 31d). The crosshatched triangles in a row occur frequently on closed vessels
(122792, pl. 31¢), as do tree-like figures (A122654, pl. 30h), geometric patterns divided in metope (A122787,
pl. 31e), and painted geometric decoration combined with the shape of the vessel (A122644, pl. 30g). The
usual hanging palmettes (as in A122777, pl. 31g) and geometric wavy line decorations (A122577, pl. 31i) are
employed in amphoroid kraters. Dotted rows (A122736, pl. 31j) and curving lines (A122746, pl. 31h) are used
on closed vessels, probably amphorae, although they occur less frequently. A figurative decoration (122738,
pl. 31f) — a prancing quadruped on one fragment of a closed vessel — indicates the persistence of the local
figurative tradition. The colors of the paint are always matte (either black or red) and often roughly applied.

The fabric does not change from the previous levels: it is still pale brown to brown or pink with hetero-
geneous grit and, in fifty sherds, straw temper. On sixty-six sherds the surface bears a whitish or self-slip
underneath the painted decoration.

Red Burnished (82): In this group, several examples of well-known shapes from previous levels can
be seen. One such shape is the standardized conical plate with lips that are either squared (122592, pl. 32d;
122605, pl. 33e; 133963, pl. 33b; 122615, pl. 33a) or rounded (122790, pl. 34d); conical walls; and, in most pre-
served examples, elevated ring bases (a-1059; a-1123; 26573, pl. 32¢; and A122592, pl. 32d). There are also a
limited number of slightly biconical bowls (A133959, pl. 33d).

The deep bowl with a flaring upper body and conical lower part (A122843, pl. 34i; A133962, pl. 33i), a
simple thinned lip, typically a vertical loop handle, and an elevated ring base is a common shape in this
assemblage, as it was in the previous one. Several other fragments of the flaring/carinated type of bowl
may belong to the same shape group (A122765, pl. 34a; A122610, pl. 33c; A122625, pl. 33m), reflecting the
continuity of this shape. The internal surface treatment in the examples from this level is eroded between 4
and 5 cm underneath the lip, a phenomenon that has also been observed in the previous assemblages. Deep
bowls with flat rims and ledge handles along the rim occur very often in this assemblage (122550, pl. 21b;
26574, pl. 32b; 133961, pl. 33g; 122828, pl. 34g; 134321, pl. 34f). The preserved pieces of this shape all have
a ring base and ledge handle that is modeled either in simple triangular application (A26574, pl. 32b, and
probably 4405, cat. no. 50) or in horned elements; their diameters range between 200 and 240 mm. The same
flattened lip occurs in biconical bowls with ring bases or loop feet (A26697, pl. 26d; A122621, pl. 33k),”” which
occur in both a thin-walled type and a thicker, larger version (A134309, pl. 34c). The latest one belongs to the
same shape group of conical plate with biconical bowls. Simple hemispherical large bowls with a variety of
rim shapes (A133928, pl. 34g; A133958, pl. 33f; A133962, pl. 33i) and a very large diameter (between 240 and
360 mm) are less common in this assemblage. Ring bases (A133965, pl. 331) seem to be extremely common
in proportion to the relatively low number of flat or slightly concave bases (A133974, pl. 33h), though both
are still present.

76 The kraters change their shape in the Protogeometric period, becoming spherical with a very short collar (see Smithson 1961, pl. 29; Lemos 2002,
fig. 96.3).

77 A122802 (pl. 35) may be also interpreted as a particular, modeled loop foot, being Red Burnished and including a loop. However, the specific finger
on its surface might suggest a different function.
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Among the few closed vessels of this group there is one complete spouted jug (A26570, pl. 32a), a few
body sherds of jars, and one fragment of a kernos ring (pl. 34b); all these shapes were typical for the Painted
Monochrome group and seem to have been introduced at a later point in the Red Burnished group. One
handle with an applied rope pattern decoration (A122801, pl. 34e) suggests the use of few large Red Burnished
closed vessels. The fabric is pale brown to brown, medium-fine to coarse, with a straw temper in fifty-three
fragments. The large majority of the sherds have a horizontal burnish and brilliant red slip, while the verti-
cal burnish is limited to the modeled parts of the vessels and to closed shapes.

Simple Ware (29): The biconical bowl with a simple rim (a-1784, cat. no. 59; a-1062, cat. no. 56) and
the simple conical bowl with a flat base (a-1065, cat. no. 58; a-1235, cat. no. 54; a-1237; A122663, pl. 30i) are
the most common shapes in this class. The biconical bowl is also very common in the Red Burnished group,
while the simple conical bowl seems to be typical for this class and is only sporadically reproduced in Red
Burnished and painted versions. A single fragment of a deep narrow bowl was collected in this assemblage
(A122879, pl. 35a), while several pyriform jars with double rims (a-1377, cat. no. 32) and trilobate jugs (a-1151)
were found still in situ in the rooms. An open vessel with an internal central spike was also found in this
assemblage: the fragment (A122274, pl. 35b) is characterized by very fine ware with almost no inclusions
and a very pale color. One cylindrical pot stand (A134659, pl. 35¢), a zoomorphic container (A26579, pl. 26¢),
and several fragments of trefoil lamps complete this group. These sherds are characterized by homogeneous
pale brown clay with a wide range of textures, from extremely fine to coarse. The straw temper is visible
on only three sherds.

The In Situ Assemblages: The Central Units (Caches V-13/4, V-13/2)

In his publication, Haines emphasized several dwelling units; in large part, these units belong to this level.
The unit V-13/4+V-13/2 (see Haines 1971, pl. 38E) consists of four rooms (one large central room and three
smaller ones) and a front courtyard with an oven (fig. 8). The floor of one of the back rooms is paved with
stone slabs, while the thresholds were made of stone and the remaining floors of simple clay. The inventory
of this structure includes several complete vessels found together in the two rooms marked as caches V-13/2
and V-13/4. According to the cache cards, the inventory of cache V-13/2 merged with V-13/4, probably be-
cause the archaeologists realized that it was a single dwelling unit.

Assemblage /2 (pl. 36) includes a very large number of
objects — not only vessels, but also a rattle, a figurine, and a
rubbing stone. Archaeologists found seeds in the two large
storage vessels found in cache /2 (see fig. 9). The assem-
blage also consists of a biconical red slip pitcher with verti-
cal burnish (A26570, pl. 32b), as well as several red slip conical
plates (a-1059, cat. no. 41; a-1123, cat. no. 40), biconical deep
bowls — both painted (a-1128, cat. no. 38) and unpainted (a-
1058, cat. no. 43) — and a small painted beer juglet (Ant_4379,
cat. no. 45).

Several domestic tools, such as bone blades and iron knives,
two large storage jars with the remains of burnt seeds, and what
is possibly a red slip amphoroid krater (A122577, pl. 36b) com-
pleted the assemblage and demonstrate the domestic charac-
ter of the inventory. The square seal A12728 (pl. 36a, pl. 180b)
with a hieroglyphic inscription was also collected as part of
this cache; it is considered part of this assemblage, although it
was labeled in the object register as being located “just east of
cache.” The presence of this seal in a domestic storage assem-
blage may suggest sealing practices connected with the storing
functions of the room.

Assemblage /4 (pl. 37), located in a separate room, appar-
ently comprehends a larger number of vessels, including a frag-

Figure 9. View of cache V-13/2 (Neg. 24
igure 9. View of cache V-13/2 (Neg. 24a) ment of an imported Cypriot barrel jar (A122277). The composi-
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tion of the assemblage in this cache mirrors the assemblage in /2, with the usual red slip plates, biconical
simple and painted bowls, and locally produced specific shapes, such as the small feeding bottle.

Assemblages in Caches V-13/3, V-13/5

A row of three units is located to the east of the group described above; these units were accessible from the
south by a small street or corridor. Each unit consisted of a larger long room and a smaller one accessible
only from the main room. Archaeologists identified pottery assemblages in two of the three room groups — in
both cases, in the small back room — named V-13/3 and V-13/5. Cache V-13/3 seems to be limited to a few
vessels; it includes only one single conical plate (red slip), two-handled jars, and several whorls and batons,
which possibly indicate spinning activity in the room. One bone spatula and a pyxis lid are also part of the
same assemblage. Samples of roof material were also collected in this assemblage, as was a small figurine
of a lion (a-1156). These objects were located in a smaller room to the north of a two-room complex, which
may have been closed off from the other rooms by a door, as the presence of a door socket suggests.

The second assemblage (V-13/5) is located in a
similar position to V-13/3: a small back room of a
two-room complex that is accessible by the same
pebbled street as the complex of /3. This assem-
blage consists not only of the usual red slip conical
plates (A26573) but also of a large hemispherical red
slip bowl with a ledge handle (A26574, pl. 32) and
three pitchers with trilobate mouths (one Painted
Monochrome, a-1150; one unpainted, a-1151 [both
in cat. no. 37]; one bichrome, A26572, pl. 26). The
monochrome pitcher differs slightly in the shape of
its body (it is more biconical than pyriform) and in
its larger mouth, while the other two pitchers are
extremely similar to the red slip one found in con-
text V-13/4. Both inventories seem to indicate that
the smaller back rooms were used as storage for ev-
eryday domestic tools.

Figure 10. View of cache V-13/3 in the room corner (Neg. 25a)

Cache V-13/3

Level 1.04

Phase 07_0_Mid

LCS V-13_II1b

Cache No description, only list of finds, among which are a gold earring, red and black buff sherds, and Syro-Hittite figurine batons.
Description From the Registry (in addition to the objects listed in the table below):

a-1028 Sample of roof material

a-1029 Earring, gold

a-1053 Four flat stones from room

a-1155 Pot, red slip shallow bowl, ring base, i

a-1156 Figurine fragment, lion’s head and extended body, i
a-1175 Pot, large two-handled, painted, i

a-1176 Pot, large two-handled, painted, i

a-1401 Pot, handled pitcher, decorated, i

Additional Objects in Cache V-13/3

Museum Registration
Number Object Card Description

Class

OIM_A122575 Painted Bichrome closed vessel.

PB
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Stone spindle whorl, greenish, conical. Base decorated with radial bands of four parallel

lines. Spindle
OIM_A12747 Worn indentations on the upper end of hole, heavily chipped on maximum diameter. whorl
Bone blade, pointed at one end, rounded at the other. Decorated on one end with three
OIM_A26569 incised circles, fishbone pattern, and two parallel lines. Blade
Ant_5191 Cosmetic box lid, stone, decorated with central rosette and wavy lines at edges. Container
Ant (no reg.)
FDN: a-1405 Simple Ware, conical plate, simple rim, conical walls, elevated ring base. SW
Cache V-13/5
Level 1.04
Phase 07_0_Mid
LCS V-13_IITb
Cache This room extends over into V-14. A number of batons were found, of which a representative group will be kept.

From the Registry (in addition to the objects listed in the table below):
a-1116 Pot, rim section, deep bowl, i
a-1117 Baton, heavy
a-1118 Pottery pot stand, red slip, i
a-1152 Knife blade, iron, i
a-1153 Pot, large two-handled jar, i

Description

Additional Objects in Cache V-13/5

Museum Registration
Number Object Card Description Class

Red slip open vessel.
OIM_A122591 Curved round base, internal spike. RB

Black on Red miniature jar.
OIM_A122824 Bicurving neck. IMP_BoR

Pitcher, bichrome painted.
Thinned rim, thickened trefoil rim, short neck, vertical loop flattened handle, globular

OIM_A26572 body, elevated ring base. PB
Red Burnished plate; the burnish did not deliver a very lustrous result.

OIM_A26573 Squared lip, simple straight sloping rim, conical V-shaped walls, ring base. RB
Red slip bowl.
Flattened lip, angular flattened everted rim, hemispherical walls, ledge plain handle, flat
ring base.

OIM_A26574 Burnished. RB
Painted Monochrome jug.

Ant (no reg.) Trilobate rim, cylindrical neck, biconical body, vertical loop handle.

FDN: a-1150 Decoration on shoulder with oblique lines. PM

Ant (no reg.) Simple Ware necked pitcher.

FDN: a-1150 Trilobate mouth, cylindrical neck, spherical walls, elevated ring base, vertical loop handle. | SW

The In Situ Assemblages: The Northwestern Units (Caches W-13/2, W-13/3)

Several units were identified in the northern block in square W-13; two different groups of objects were found
in two of these units. Cache W-13/2 identifies a large group of vessels located in a large rectangular room.
Most of the pots (eleven pieces were listed) were found along the southern wall; they mainly comprehend Red
Burnished and Simple Ware plates, as well as footed bowls. The closed vessels are also mainly in the Simple
Ware class, except for a single painted pitcher. Three “blades” and a pin complete the group and may suggest
a domestic character for the cache. Some charcoal was also found on this floor, which may point to the use
of bringing “glowing charcoals” into the houses for heating (as there is no mention of a fire destruction nor
of fire installations). W-13/3, located in a small room east of the street, included several pots along the walls;
none of them was registered, however, and only a single bead (A48406) was collected for this cache.
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Phase O, Level I 03
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Figure 11. Level I_03 architecture

This level represents a further stage of the structures from the previous levels, which were partially changed
following the usual development of domestic units: perimeter walls, streets, and alleys remain unchanged
over time, while internal spaces are rearranged according to new needs. The structures in squares V-14/15
are not preserved for this level, probably because the foundations of the large buildings of the following
level destroyed the remains of this period. Haines also assigned several “sausage jar” burials to this level
that were clearly dug from later levels and will not be taken into consideration here.

The assemblage (seventy-five) is extremely limited compared to the extent of the excavation in this level;
this is probably due to the different archaeological “policies” carried out at the time these first levels were
dug, which emphasized the identification of representative structures rather than the collection of archaeo-
logical materials.

Loci W/V/U-13/14/15_111a/_111/_I1I_High

Imports (5): In this assemblage, imports consist of two main groups: Bichrome Cypriot IV and Black on Red
wares. In addition to the well-known Bichrome Cypriot bowls (A134621, pl. 38¢c) with geometric decoration,
one bichrome fragment (A122833, pl. 38a) with figurative decoration (a bird) was also found in this assem-
blage. This sherd represents the wing of a sphinx or bird and also belongs to the Bichrome IV horizon of
the Cypriot pottery (see Gjerstad 1948, figs. 33, 34 no. 15b; Karageorghis 2000, figs. 157, 158, pp. 96-99) and
is dated to the Cypro-Archaic I. Two of the three imported Black on Red sherds belong to the usual shape of
small juglets; one of them has a concentric circle decoration, while the other seems to belong to a bowl and
might actually be an imitation of this kind of pottery. The hemispherical bowl with black paint (A134645,
pl. 38b) has a shape that is extremely similar to the Cypro-Geometric bowls or dishes, as in Kythera Group 5
(Adelman 1976, figs. 77-84); it bears a white slip surface treatment that appears to be very common in the
Painted Monochrome group. The biconical bowl (A134615, pl. 38d) with a cylindrical upper part, conical lower
part, and horizontal loop handle again seems to belong to a similar horizon; the shape belongs to the White
Painted IV assemblage, although the very fine decoration and the handle may indicate a slightly later period.

Painted Bichrome (4): The few sherds in this group belong to closed shapes with simple geometric
decoration; they are all body sherds, and may be the remnants of the previous level. Sherd A127714 (pl. 38h)
belongs to a globular jar with wavy line decoration and reproduces the usual alternating red and black stripes.
The fabric and surface treatment of the Painted Bichrome remain unchanged from the bichrome of the previ-
ous level, and their scarcity indicates that the local production of this kind of pottery tended to disappear.
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Painted Monochrome (35): This assemblage contains several shapes that are common in previous lev-
els. One is the amphoroid large kraters (A133923, pl. 39a) with geometric decoration and a thickened rim,
continuing the tradition from the previous periods. The local production of the other shapes in this class
seems to be more limited in this assemblage.

Large kraters with flat lips and vertical loop “horned” handles (A127690, pl. 38f) and necked jars (A122862,
pl. 38e) with thickened squared lips and slightly inverted rims continue a local tradition of deep spherical
kraters, while the amphoroid kraters seem to progressively disappear in this class. Only krater A133923 (pl.
39a) seems to still belong to the local tradition of squat amphoroid kraters; its painted decoration reproduces
a pattern known since phase M. The jars seem to be either a variation of the former jars with triangular rims
or an imitation of the imported Cypro-Phoenician jars with offset rims. The decoration is limited to bands
and lines like the ones seen in the White Painted production (A122886, pl. 38i), wavy lines (A127714, pl. 38h),
and triangles, with very few exceptions (the crosshatched lozenges are one such exception; see A122871,
pl. 38g). The fabric of the Painted Monochrome is again pale brown to pink, medium-fine to medium, with
straw temper in only ten sherds.

Red Burnished (21): The numerous fragments (A133969, pl. 40c; A127688, pl. 40d) of the well-known
deep collared bowls with a conical lower part and vertical handle (in the smaller examples) confirm the
persistence of this shape. A more shallow bowl shape with a flaring rim (A133938, pl. 40a) may be a small-
er variation of the same shape. The vertical handle varies from a loop handle to a strap handle (137112,
pl. 40f). Hemispherical bowls are very common, and their rims vary from simple (A122859, pl. 39¢) to slightly
thickened (A122830, pl. 39b), to rounded and thickened in the larger sizes (A134313, pl. 39f). Bowls with a
flat lip and ledge handle along the rim (A122844, pl. 39d) continue to be produced, although the decorative
elements seem to be more varied, as seen in the grooved handle of A134319 (pl. 40e). Bases are all flat or
slightly concave (A133931, pl. 40h), and ring bases seem to have completely disappeared.”® The narrow vessel
A133971 (pl. 40g) with perforated ledge handles remains a unique find. Fabric is mainly pink to pale brown,
fine to medium, with straw temper in approximately half of the sherds, while the color of the slip tends to
be lighter than in the level before, and orange. All burnish is horizontal, except for plastic elements such
as bases or handles.

Simple Ware (5): The few sherds from this level indicate that the conical plate shape continued to be
produced (a-1354, cat. no. 63), along with the collared simple bowls (A122831, pl. 39), which were very well
represented in the previous level. The fabric of the collected sherds lacks any straw temper and ranges be-
tween pale brown and brown in color.

The Caches in the Level (W-15/2, W-13/1, W-14/1, V-14/1, V-15/1, V-15/2)

Although several caches were listed as belonging to this level, almost no objects belonging to them were col-
lected. Only two (W-15/2 and W-14/1) in the northern block of the area contain some objects which may have
had an administrative function. The number of objects is so small that no specific statements can be made
about them; there is some uncertainty regarding the location of some of the objects (pot A26601, cat. no. 27,
for example), and whether they truly belonged to these two caches. The ivory horse-shaped handle (pl. 178g)
belonging to this same cache seems to date to the Achaemenid period (see chapter 12), suggesting quite a
late date for this accumulation. However, no structures were found above these accumulations in W-15 and
W-14, meaning that these caches can only be said to have been before the Byzantine occupation.

Cache W-13/1
Level 1.03
Phase 08_0_Late
LCS W-13_11I

78 The small number of bases collected in this level does not allow us to observe any trends or hypothesize about changes in base shapes.
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h No card.
Cac e' ) From the Registry (in addition to the objects listed in the table below):
Description a-1374 Blade, bone
c-0267 Raw color, iron oxide
Additional Objects in Cache W-13/1
Museum Registration
Number Object Card Description Class
Ant (no reg.) Footed
FDN: c-0245 Stone bowl. bowl
Ant (no reg.) Bronze bird figurine. Animal
FDN: c-0246 Back of body hollow, no visible mens of attachment to anything, long curved beak. figurine
Cache W-15/2
Level 1.03
Phase 08_0_Late
LCS W-15_I11
Cache No Card.
D it Open area.
ESCIIPHON. |\, fiurther objects were listed in the Registry.
Additional Objects in Cache W-15/2
Museum Registration
Number Object Card Description Class
Scarab Egyptian Blue.
Typology: small, flat rounded head with scutum, which ends in three lobes. Atrophied
lateral lobes. Simple line divides pronotum from the elythra, two simple parallel lines
replace the legs.
In the vertically decorated bottom there are three symbols above a horizontal line. The left
one is a split Ankh symbol.
Asiatic, possibly Syrian production.
OIM_A17274 Early to middle eighth century. Scarab
Ant (no reg.) Animal
FDN: c-0252 Clay figurine. figurine
Ant (no reg.) Steatite stamp seal.
FDN: c-0260 Quadruped. Stamp seal
Cache W-14/1
Level 1.03
Phase 08_0_Late
LCS W-14_Illa
Cache Marked in the first campaign, northeastern corner of a room.
Description Only three objects were registered.
Additional Objects in Cache W-14/1
Museum Registration
Number Object Card Description Class
Limestone or marble statuette representing the head of a horse. Eyes and eyebrows are
incised, ears and mouth well rendered. A triangle on the forehead might indicate trapping.
A band is represented at the base.
Hole in bottom, which is bisected by a cross perforation. It might be used for furniture or
OIM_A12660 head of staff. Handle
Painted bowl, biconical, rounded slightly outwards. Rounded, pointed base. External part is
almost completely paint.
OIM_A26601 Slightly different color on surface, probably due to firing. PM
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Ant (no reg.) (Steatite?) scaraboid.
FDN: c-0261 Quadruped. Stamp seal
Cache V-15/1
Level 1.03
Phase 08_0_Late
LCS V-15_111
Cache No card description.
Description From the plan is a small room. Only one object found.
Additional Objects in Cache V-15/1
Museum Registration
Number Object Card Description Class
Painted Monochrome red closed vessel.
OIM_A122283 Spherical wall. PM
Cache V-15/2
Level 103
Phase 08_0_Late
LCS V-15_I11
Cache No card.
Description Long room. Only one small find.
Additional Objects in Cache V-15/2
Museum Registration
Number Object Card Description Class
Pyxis, limestone, rectangular, three hollows. Stone loops are nonexistent, there are several
traces of perforation but it does not seem that they are broken off.
Incised decoration on right and left sides and on both bases: three wheels on each side,
square divided in triangles on both bases. Three wheels in two triangles, and trees on the
OIM_A12664 other two triangles. Container

Phase 0-Q, Level I 02

Haines grouped together several structures in this level, which were evidently not only built at different
times but also probably used in two different periods; they are renamed as A, B, and C for this publication
in order to better understand the layout. A is a pebbled courtyard with a drainage system surrounded by
large baked-brick walls to the south and to the east. B is a large mudbrick structure whose foundations are
visible, and which was built by partially destroying A. C is a small stone structure built above the pebble
floor of the courtyard. It is evident that both B and C were built after A, though it is not possible to establish
a chronological relationship between B and C. It is not clear whether the structures of level 1_03 were still
visible when structures A, B, and C were built, though the orientation of the walls of the new structures
suggests this might have been the case. What is evident — as indicated by the differences in wall thickness,
room size, and general arrangement of the space — is not only that the area was completely rearranged and
given a new function, but also that the “building tradition” changed, possibly implying a change in culture.

The poor state of preservation of all these structures, likely due to leveling activities from level 1_01, did
not allow the archaeologists to distinguish between two building periods and to consequently collect the
materials accordingly. Therefore, while it is difficult to establish when the structures were built, for how long
they were used, and for how long their ruins have been exposed in a state of abandonment, it seems likely
that their construction has to be assigned to a period immediately after 1_03, due to the fact that the walls
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Figure 12. Level 1_02 architecture

of 1.02 are founded directly on the leveled remains of 1_03. Because several objects, such as the inscribed
handle and the small statuettes, suggest a Hellenistic date, Haines assigns this level to the Hellenistic period,
emphasizing a possible gap or period of abandonment between phases O and Q. Although it is not possible to
provide a clearer date for the period, the architectural remains seem to indicate a long period of occupation
of this part, with several architectural changes and renovations. The change in the use of space seems more
important, as a single large structure with a central courtyard replaces an urban occupation, indicating a
significant change in the general urban aspect of the town.

The objects and sherds that were collected in this level 1_02 include Greek and Roman small finds as
well as Byzantine coins and crosses. This assemblage, which belongs to the fill of the structures, seems to
point to abandonment, a spoiling phase that spanned a long period of time, before the later Byzantine (I1_01)
settlement was erected. Consequently, the small assemblage presented here takes into consideration only
the most relevant pieces as they belong to a period after phase O.

Loci U-13_I1, W-13_II, W-14_II

The only two imported sherds from this locus are a fragment of a small Black on Red jar with a flaring mouth
and a stamped handle with a Greek inscription (c-0197, cat. no. 66), possibly dated to the third century
BC. The Painted Monochrome sherds include conical plates (122877, pl. 41a) in the same shapes as the Red
Burnished ones, and deep bowls with flat lips and thickened external rims (127710, pl. 41b) — both shapes
are well known in previous levels. The decorative patterns (here only bands and wavy lines) are few, while
the fabric seems to differ from that of the previous levels: it maintains its strong pink color, but in all frag-
ments is fine with homogeneous grit. The Red Burnished group is very small (two), and the only “unusual”
shape is a fragment of a long-necked bottle with a vertical stranded handle, which was seldom found in the
assemblages of the former levels. One peculiar element is an apparently zoomorphic burnished handle or
spout (A127699, pl. 41c), which represents a genre uncommon for the Iron Age local production.

Biconical bowl A133978 (pl. 41f) has an identical shape to bichrome bowls of previous levels and a deco-
ration with opposed triangles outlined in black and filled with red, apparently the result of a local experi-
mentation base on Cypriot bichrome imports. The monochrome bowl A134317 (pl. 41e) is decorated on both
sides: while the external side bears registers of crosshatched triangles in a row, the internal side has animal
representations in a very “cursive” style. This specific style could be identified only on some sherds found
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in level 111 at Bogazkdy (see F. Fischer 1963, pl. 18 nos. 222, 223, 216). The Red Burnished handle A122881
(pl. 41g) represents the typical stranded and horned shape employed in the few Red Burnished closed shapes.

Locus V-13_1II

Locus V-13_II is considered here separately because of some interesting findings: a cooking pot was found
here (cp-0218, cat. no. 65) containing twenty-two balls of unknown materials, and one closed two-spouted
lamp (c-0157) made of bronze and dating to the first centuries of the first millennium AD. The cooking pot
preserves some features of the hole-mouth pots, except that the opening seems wider, the strap handles are
horizontal rather than vertical, and the rope pattern decoration is limited to a very short stripe applied to
the front. It is not even possible to be certain whether these findings and the other features found in the
filling (such as the duck weight and the arrow point) were used together with the architectural remains of
this level, considering that their locus entry refers only to the filling above these structures. The pottery
assemblage includes only one sherd (A133809, pl. 41d), which is a Bichrome IV Cypriot import.

Phase Q-T, Levels 1_01,1 00

The structures of this level belong to a Roman-Byzantine phase and were largely described by Haines in his
publication. The assemblages marked as “32-33” include the pottery collected from this area during the
years 1932-33; by looking at these assemblages, it becomes apparent that the archaeologists kept only sherds
which were evidently older than the structures they were excavating, and which possibly came from pits dug
into the older levels rather than from the structures themselves. The archaeologists used these findings to
demonstrate to the financing institutions that older Iron Age levels had to be expected at the site, without
defining their exact provenance. The materials belonging to this level, such as the small finds and the pot-
tery, were collected in very small number, and are only in part preserved at the Oriental Institute Museum,
having been for the most part sent to other institutions (Vorderstrasse 2005).

The small assemblage presented here includes a Black on Red imported jug with pinched rim (A122891,
pl. 42a), the one in the collection from Paleopaphos (Schreiber 2003, fig. 1), together with a second Black on
red body sherd fragment (A127632, pl. 42b), possibly part of a small pilgrim flask. The deep White Painted
bowl (A127696, pl. 42d) is the third imported piece from the assemblage; it belongs to the White Painted 1V
group as does the bichrome biconical bowl (A134639, pl. 42e).

The other fragments all belong to the local Painted Monochrome class, which also includes two small jug-
lets with geometric decoration (A127591, pl. 42g; A127590, pl. 42f), a biconical-shaped handled vessel with an
uncommon pattern, as well as a fragment of a belly-handled amphora. The open Red Burnished hemispherical
bowl (A127668, pl. 42k) has a shape which is common in the Red Burnished assemblage. The globular shape
and the offset rim of pilgrim flask A26498 (pl. 26a) shows the latest development of this shape, which was
probably influenced by the barrel-shaped jars of Cypriot origin and the continuous use of local painted pat-
terns on the handle, like the hanging palmette. The large fragment of the amphoroid krater or narrow bowl
(A127639, pl. 42i) and the fragment of a belly-handled amphora (A133942, pl. 42j) clearly show further devel-
opments of shapes which were known already. The small fragment of a deep bowl or cup (A127665, pl. 42h)
is extremely fine and possesses thin walls; it may well belong to a foreign cultural sphere, as the extremely
fine pottery from the site is rarely Painted Monochrome. The relatively unsealed archaeological situation of
this level prevents any certain correlation.

It should be mentioned that the large undertaking of cemetery removal carried out under the director-
ship of R. Martin in 1932 mainly affected this area and the uppermost accumulation above the structures of
this level. Some additional graves were also excavated in the following seasons; the graves all belong to the
same cemetery (see catalog), which was removed at the beginning by Martin and his team. The graves were
left, for the most part, undocumented. All were earth graves with almost no objects in them. Only two graves
seem to stand out: a-S-08 is more similar in its grave goods to the graves found in earlier periods at the site,
and includes approximately sixty beads (faience, white stone, jasper, carnelian, and bronze) and a bronze
object; grave a-S-03 is the only cist grave at the site and includes a Hellenistic pot. These elements seem to
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suggest that the occupation of Area I was already much looser during phase 1_02, and that it experienced a
long period of scattered occupation and subsequent use as a cemetery before the later Byzantine settlement.

The Town Wall in Area I

Figure 13. The phase N (hatched) and phase O (solid gray) mound walls in Area I

The oldest town wall in this area was assigned to level 7 (see fig. 4). In the original architectural drawings,
this mound wall with square towers was only partially drafted; the external face of the wall was visible in
squares X-14 and X-13, while it was apparently lost in square X-12, and only a few stone remains of one of
the towers were found in X-11. From X-11 to the south to Area IV, the external face was completely exca-
vated in some squares and the foundation structure could also be identified. The internal face of this older
wall was clearly visible in squares X-14 and X-13, where a 60 cm-wide gap was visible between this wall and
the more recent, more internal wall. It was built with a stone socle and had several square towers along its
course. The level assignment of this structure with the area levels was based on its direct connection with
the houses excavated inside the town. However, according to the publication and to the notes and drawings
from this area, there is no archaeological reason to assume that the town wall was not in use in the levels 9
and 8; the connection between this wall and the excavated trenches was completely lacking for these older
levels and the stratigraphic sequence in Area IV suggests this town wall existed in earlier periods.

This second wall runs partially parallel to the internal face of the older wall; it has a more curvilinear
path and does not have towers except for the northeastern one, which apparently was built on top of the
older one (fig. 13). The wall has been excavated for the entire length between Areas I and 1V. The portion
preserved in Area I follows the contours of the mound and ends abruptly on the northern edge of the mound;
it is possible an entrance gate was located here.

The thickness of the newer wall is identical to that of the older wall (3 m), but differs from the older one
both because it lacks the squared towers and stone foundations (as the newer one was built directly on top
of the older one) and because it is slightly displaced to the south and to the east.

Moreover, the internal structures in Area I were not built adjoining the town wall of phase N, but in-
stead left an empty area; those of phase O, on the other hand, were constructed directly adjoining the wall.
The connections between both town walls become very clear in Area V lev. I, where both walls connect (see
chapter 6).
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CHAPTER 4

Area II: Stratigraphy and Related Materials

Area Il is located on the eastern side of the mound, on an eastern summit; it covered 1,512 sq. m in the largest
excavated portion. As this summit was the second highest on the mound, archaeological excavations began
here under McEwan’s directorship in October 1933, and stopped in 1935. In the beginning, the excavations
were pursued only in one and a half squares (N-13), near the slope, where archaeologists brought to light a
continuous Iron Age I sequence. Archaeologists enlarged the area in the 1934-35 season, digging the neigh-
boring squares in order to obtain a wide excavated surface, investigate the structural remains, and connect
the already excavated sequence to the later levels found in the neighboring squares. The whole area was
never excavated down to the same level, due to the shift in focus to other sectors of the mound. In fact, in
the last campaign, the archaeological investigations in this area focused on the older levels; the old square
N-13, therefore, was further excavated, while the neighboring ones were left untouched.

Haines divided the area into twelve structural levels comprehending several loci; because the excavations
of the earlier levels in this area were progressively reduced in extent, these older structural levels provided,
on average, the smallest number of assemblages (pl. 43).

Phase M, Level 11_13 (No Loci)

According to Haines’s 1971 publication, this level number should indicate only graves; there is a discrep-
ancy, however, between the statement made by Haines in his publication regarding the structural remains
and the original drawings and information gathered from the small finds contexts. Haines states that “only
skeletons . . . were found in level 13 and presumably were buried from the level above” (1971, p. 13), while
the structures, which were represented in pl. 29b together with the graves of level 13, should belong to the
upper level 12. However, by analyzing the original drawings and overlapping the plans, it became evident
that several of these graves cut the structure that was assigned to level 12; not only could they not be con-
sidered more ancient than the structure of level 12, they are actually more recent. Although Haines affirms
that the “floors [of level 12] were not recorded but may have followed the base of the walls,” (p. 13) it seems
likely that the walls of level 12 (fig. 14) were never dismantled, and that their bottom was never recorded or
probably reached (these walls were not even illustrated in the later drafted section f-f in Haines 1971, pl. 40).
According to the information gathered from the written documents (OIM Archives, box C, file 2-51; box F,
file 1-51), the lowest excavated locus in square N-13 (10) comprehends structures and graves; in other words,
both graves and walls were excavated at the same time. A large amount of pottery belongs to this locus; the
assemblage includes a group of complete jars (at least ten were brought to the excavation house), numer-
ous whole preserved containers, and two further vessels that were marked as having been found inside the
graves. This information also supports the hypothesis that both the graves and the structure were dug in
the same locus, and that it was only in preparation for publication (thirty-five years later) that the graves
and structures were assigned to two different levels, 12 and 13. For this reason, level 13 should be consid-
ered as a “working” level created by Haines to distinguish graves from structures, but it does not reflect an
archaeologically identified accumulation and consequently it does not have any assemblages.
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Phase M, Level 11_12

Figure 14. Level I1_12 architecture

This level was excavated over a very small area and was mainly dug on the slope in squares N-13 and N-14.
The architectural remains belonging to this level consist of a single structure that comprehends two small
rectangular rooms (2.2 sq. m each) and a larger squared one. The walls (with an average thickness of 1.33 m)
have stone foundations. The structure was neither fully preserved nor fully excavated, making it impossible
to reconstruct its original extent and dimensions, however it seems that some walls were plastered, and the
size of the structure, its layout, and the thickness of the wall are very different from later constructions in
the same area.”

According to the excavations’ documents, the internal floors of this building were never reached, al-
though at least ten storage jars (all grouped under the field no. b-2881) were collected as belonging to this
level. Among these jars, a large biconical krater is currently at the Oriental Institute Museum (A26968, pl. 55)
and two single-handled pyriform jars (b-2881/008 and /009; see fig. 77 and cat. no. 75) were photographed
at the excavation house. This group of large storage vessels suggests not only that one or more of the rooms
were possibly used as storerooms, but also that either the floor level was reached during the excavations,
or these vessels were located on an upper story. It should also be added here that the shape of the two small
rectangular rooms may mirror the general elongated shape of the storerooms in the larger complex; this
would support the idea that the storage jars were originally located in these rooms. The large accumulation
of ashes and burnt material recorded in these loci imply that the structure may have undergone a violent
destruction.

Six earth inhumation burials were found in this area, either at the same elevation as the structure itself
or at a deeper elevation. However, due to the fact that some of the burials damaged the structure, it seems
evident that this structure had long been abandoned or destroyed; thus, the graves belong to an intermedi-
ate phase of occupation after the use and abandonment of the structure.

7 There is little information concerning the architectural features of this structure, and drawings and photos are nonexistent, making it impossible
to understand if only the stone foundations of the building were found or if remains of the mud brick walls were still around. In a letter, McEwan
mentions this structure as a heavy wall.
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The loci belonging to level 12 are grouped into two main reliable assemblages: an upper one (N-13 Ile),
which was located immediately below the pebbled floors of level 11_11, and a lower one (N-13_III, N-13_10),
which was located underneath N-13_Ile and might include a slightly more ancient inventory, likely one that
belongs to the structure itself. The vessels found in the graves are discussed separately.

Loci N-13_10, N-14_II

Although these loci belong to the same level, they indicate three slightly different archaeological contexts,
and they provide assemblages that are very different in terms of variety of classes and number of sherds.
Four sherds marked as N-14 are accidental findings in the square and lack reliable contexts, as they come
from an area near the slope and from the first level under the surface. Numerous sherds marked as N-13_10
(546) have their archaeological context in the filling of the rooms described above (i.e., a more secure ar-
chaeological context). Locus N-13_III, according to the numbering system, should refer to exactly the same
locus as N-13_10, dug in a campaign prior to 1935, when a new numbering system was introduced. However,
the few materials (20) from this locus (N-13_III) mirror an assemblage which belonged to a much more recent
context; thus following their date of excavations, the assemblage has been ascribed to level 7.

The context of the four sherds forming the assemblage of N-14_II is defined in the locus cards (OI Archive
Box C) as “near the plastered wall in IV context.”® Out of the four sherds, it is necessary to discuss only one.
A26899, a fragmentary biconical cup, was found in several pieces and differs in surface treatment, shape, and
fabric from the other sherds coming from the same level, but it belongs to the same type as A133020 (pl. 46a)
from locus N-13_10. The upper part of the vessel is divided in vertical registers, alternating a row of plain
rhomboids with two dotted rectangles. This small biconical bowl belongs to the group of painted footed bowls
very common in the Cilician region during the Middle and Late Bronze Age I, and has direct comparisons to
Late Bronze Age Tarsus (Goldman 1937, fig. 9) and Mersin (Seton Williams 1953, fig. 2, nos. 1, 4).

The pottery inventory belonging to N-13_10 consists of 552 sherds distributed into several classes. It is
the largest and most reliable inventory for this level.

Imports (8): A133006 (pl. 45a) is a sherd of a closed vessel with extremely fine pinkish fabric and white
fine inclusions. A pale whitish-pink zigzag pattern painted on a red horizontal band decorates the surface.
Single strokes characterize the ductus of the pattern, so that each element was painted separately and each
triangle overlaps the next one at the corners. This pattern, the decoration technique (white on red), and
the very fine orange fabric are identical to the cylindrical beaker A27550 (pl. 44a) found in the level above
(I1_11). Both clearly refer to the Nuzi/Atchana ware tradition, which is well known in this area from the
site of Alalakh. In fact, a very similar pattern and technique also characterizes a beaker found at Atchana
(Woolley 1955, p. 347, pl. 102b), which is assigned to levels IV-III (Late Bronze Age I-1I). The two fragments
A133012 (pl. 45) and A133015 seem to belong to the same group of “Atchana ware,” the only real difference
being that the decorative patterns (dotted rhomboids in a row, zigzag, and/or dotted line) are painted in
red directly onto the sherds. Comparisons for these decorations are evident in the locally produced painted
pottery in Alalakh, which imitates both the Nuzi ware’s patterns and use of pattern decoration. The cy-
lindrical deep bowl A134060 (pl. 46b) with geometric painted bands finds comparisons with beakers from
Tepe Gawra stratum IV and Nuzi stratum II (Starr 1937, pl. 76¢), and seems to be also widely known in the
pottery inventory of Alalakh level 1V (see Woolley 1955, pl. 88d). The medium-coarse fabric and white slip
of this particular piece is not typical for the local pottery production. This specific production is marked as
an import because it differs in fabric from the local standard ware, and because the number of sherds is so
small that is is impossible to establish if it was locally produced. It is however clear that the possible origin
should be the same as the origin of the Atchana ware.

The complete conical bowl A26966 (pl. 44c) is characterized by a triangular rim, wishbone handle, and
concave base; the vessel is wheel-burnished but not glossy. It differs in shape, surface treatment, and fab-
ric from the others of the same assemblage. Comparisons for this shape, especially the inverted rim, are
found in the Cypriot assemblages both in Cyprus and in the Levant (P. Astrém 1972, pl. XVV, 4; Alalakh 1v
no. ATP/28/27 in Woolley 1955; Bergoffen 2005); it belongs to a Cypriot monochrome production, could

8 The plastered walls refer to the structure with rectangular rooms described above.
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possibly be identified with bowl type 118! according to Sjoqvist (1940), and is dated to the Late Cypriot Ila
period. The shape is similar to other Cypriot monochrome imports in the Levant (as in, for example, Tell
Kazel level 6; see Badre 2006, figs. 4, 7; Badre, Capet, and Vitale 2018, pl. IV, p. 185). This bowl in particular
provides a more precise chronological range for the period of use for the structure in level 12; considering
the fact that it is complete and that it was found together with other complete vessels, it can be considered
to be in a primary context, and is consequently an important dating element. Moreover, although imports
of monochrome bowls seem to decrease a great deal during the Late Bronze Age Ila (Gittlen 1981, p. 50; see
Bergoffen 1990, p. 200), their retrieval in Kinet levels dated to the end of the LBII period may set this context
to the same chronological range of the thirteenth century Bc (Kozal 2017, no. 41 found at Kinet lev. 14-13 e,
no. 64, lev. 13.2). It therefore seems likely that the vessel, along with the other complete vessels found in the
assemblage, dates just prior to the Late Bronze Age Ila (around mid-fourteenth century Bc). The fragment
of wishbone handle A133029 (pl. 45¢) belongs to this same horizon.

The shoulder fragment A133009 belongs to a closed vessel painted with black horizontal bands and thin
lines on a white or self-slip surface; these elements, combined with its fine pink fabric, may indicate it is
also a Cypriot import.

Painted Ware: Seventy-nine painted sherds represent quite a small number relative to the abundance
of this locus. Seventy-three sherds are Painted Monochrome — either red or black (there are equal numbers
of both) — on an untreated surface. The decorations are limited to a few patterns, the most common being
a series of oblique lines on the shoulder of the vessel. Hatched triangles, horizontal zigzag, dotted or wavy
lines, and what is possibly a stemmed sea anemone are attested on a single sherd each. The paint is always
matte, red or black, and it is not very thick; the fabric is pale brown with polychrome grit and straw temper.

Painted decoration occurs on four main shapes:

Biconical krater: The body of the krater is biconical with a large shoulder and a central carination. In some ex-
amples the kraters have an indented rim; the rim is either bifurcated or simple with a deep groove on the top
so that the pot appears to have two rims, painted with radial lines (A133017 and 133056 pl. 46¢ and pl. 46e).
What is possibly a sea anemone (Furumark 1941, Motif 41_6) and a hatched triangle decorate the shoulder of
A133017 (pl. 46c). This type of rim is not very common in the assemblage, and finds some comparisons with the
indented rims on narrow bowls found in large quantities at Bogazkdy, while the decoration of the vessel seems
to be common in the Late Helladic Ilic1 period. The shape of the kraters with an indented rim as well as the
incurving rim plates might be related to an Anatolian area, as these shapes are well represented in the pottery
assemblage found on the Oberstadt at Bogazkdy; this element will be discussed separately (see chapter 8).82 The
thickened external rim is the more common rim shape for these kraters. The most common painted pattern is
oblique lines on the shoulder (133030, pl. 46h; 133018, pl. 46d; 133025, pl. 46f).

Deep bowl: The painted decoration is much less common on this shape. One deep bowl with a slightly outcurv-
ing rim (A133019, pl. 46b) and cylindrical body seems to be a local experiment: while the horizontal bands and
the wavy and dotted lines are patterns largely employed in painted Mycenaean pottery, the use of two colors
and the narrow decoration are indicative of local experimentation.

Biconical bowl: The small biconical bowl (A133020, pl. 46a) belongs to a Middle Bronze Age tradition as attested
in Tarsus (Goldman 1956, p. 776; Garstang and Goldman 1947, pl. XCV no. 4); it is the only fragment of this
shape. Its fabric differs slightly from the others, being more orange in color, while the radial decoration on
the lip is a local feature, one which is shared with the biconical kraters.

Closed shape: The oblique lines are a painted pattern typical of both this and the following level; several other
decorative patterns were also identified on body sherds from this locus, including a “tree pattern” with a
vertical stem and several stems branching off it (133028, pl. 45g), apparently between vertical lines. This tree
pattern does not find any comparison with the Mycenaean patterns, and it may belong to a local figurative
tradition. The internal syntax with vertical or oblique lines limiting metope, which occurs also on this vessel,
and on the shoulder part of closed vessels (as is also the case in A128965, pl. 45f), is employed in Syro-Cilician

8 Bowl typology was then enlarged with further types (see Benson 1972, p. 75).

82 Strong comparisons can be seen with the plates from Temples 9, 18, and 20 (Parzinger and Sanz 1992, figs. 15-16, 24), and with the indented nar-
row bowl from Temple 20 (Parzinger and Sanz 1992, fig. 28).
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painted pottery (Garstang and Goldman 1947, pl. XCVI no. 4). The oblique wavy line on sherd A128999 (pl. 45¢)
seems to belong to the same decorative tradition.

The sherds A133019 (pl. 46b) and A133012 (pl. 45b) belong to the Painted Monochrome/Bichrome class,
though their decoration is organized into horizontal bands painted on a surface with white slip, unusual
for both the Painted Monochrome and Bichrome classes. The narrow geometric patterns seem to imitate
the Nuzi/Atchana ware pattern tradition, while the use of two colors in sherd 133019 seems to be related to
a certain degree of local experimentation, and not to a well-rooted bichrome tradition. The fabric of both
sherds is very similar to the local one, and the color of the red paint in A133012 (pl. 45b) resembles the one
commonly used in the local monochrome painted ware, suggesting an attempt to imitate the Nuzi/Atchana
patterns and decorative organization of the vessels on a local level. This hypothesis seems to be supported
by the patterns employed on the closed vessel A133012 (pl. 45a): dotted lozenges in a row on the shoulder
are created by crossing two zigzag lines, and seem to imitate a similar pattern well known in the Nuzi Ware
(Starr 1937, pl. 79s, u). By contrast, the patterns on bowl 133019 (dotted lines and zigzag lines; pl. 46b) are
clearly related to the local tradition.

Additional patterns, such as hatched triangles or hatched bands (the lines of the hatching are extremely
irregular), occur on closed vessels, possibly jars. The paint used in all these decorations ranges from a bright
red to a matte black. The few painted ware bases are all elevated ring.

Red Burnished: Twelve sherds (eight of which are rim sherds) bear a plain red coat on the internal and
external surfaces. Only some of the sherds are burnished; the paint on the others is matte and dark red.
The shapes are all open, and range from conical deep bowls (133112, pl. 45h) to cylindrical bowls. These two
shapes are also common in the red slip inventory of the later levels and are some of the few shapes to survive
from these earlier levels. The poor state of preservation of the other sherds prevents the reconstruction of
any clear shapes; the one exception is a small fragment of a Red Burnished neck (A133071, pl. 45) of a bottle,
which may find comparisons with the red lustrous spindle bottles of Cypriot origin.

Simple Ware (325): This class represent the majority of the assemblage. Two different fabrics can be
considered typical for this group: a pale brown/orange medium-coarse fabric with polychrome (mainly white)
grit represents the large majority of the Simple Ware sherds, while a gray very fine fabric occurs frequently
enough to also be considered a common locally made fabric. This second fabric, which is often burnished, is
similar to the fabric of the so-called Mynian ware; its shapes, however, are the same as the usual shapes of
the Simple Ware, and they are presented here as a subgroup of the same class (SWG).

Plates or shallow bowls: Conical plates with an incurving rim — either pressed on the inner face (A134199
and 133983, pl. 45p, o), simply incurving (A133038 and 134198, pl. 45j, 1), or, more rarely, hooked (A133984,
pl. 45n) — are a very common shape in this level. According to the assemblage at our disposal, it seems that
smaller plates (ones which are less than 30 cm in diameter) more frequently have the incurving rim, while
larger plates (40 to 50 cm in diameter) have a folded and flattened rim. The double lip of the conical container
(A133210, pl. 45k) probably belongs to a large pot stand. The only whole container of this shape belongs to
a group of smaller plates and has a conical body and a flat base (A133038, pl. 45j). A broad burnish is rare on
these vessels, and in two examples horizontal incised grooves run along the flattened lips or the external sides
(A133983, pl. 450).

Bowls: Hemispherical bowls with an outcurving rim and thin walls occur in two sizes (A133235, pl. 47g; 133234,
pl. 50a). A possible variation of this simple shape is a smaller bowl with an S-shaped profile describing, in
some examples, a high collar with a slightly outcurving rim (A133244, pl. 47d; A133265, pl. 47e). A pronounced
carination (A133244, pl. 47d; A133237, pl. 47f) and an outcurving rim characterize this shape, which has an av-
erage rim diameter of between 20 and 25 cm. Bowls with a “fake carination” and thickened rim (as in A134036,
pl. 47¢) are less common in the assemblage. Fabric is pale brown/orange with white inclusions; no surface
treatment is visible.

Jars: A cylindrical neck and a flattened everted rim (A133333, pl. 47a; A134234, pl. 47b) are typical for short
collared kraters/jars, probably with a large hemispherical body. A flaring and outcurving rim characterizes the
necked jars (133326, pl. 51c; A133165, pl. 51b), probably provided with a cylindrical body. Trying to reconstruct
the sizes of these shapes is quite difficult; it is possible they belong to large containers for both dry and wet
storage. The shoulders are often decorated with combed horizontal lines or wavy lines.
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Due to the lack of whole vessels, it is important to provide an overview of the Simple Ware bases found in
the assemblage. They range from ring flat bases (A134294, pl. 51e; A133363, pl. 51g) to simple flat bases, the
most common type in this period (133354, pl. 51h; A133378, pl. 511). All of these base shapes belong to large
vessels, most likely krater jars or jars. The very few ring elevated bases (133383, pl. 51k; 133377, pl. 51f) and
the single pedestal base (133392, pl. 51j) probably belong to small open vessels.

Several large fragments, of a shape which may represent a larger version of the bowl with an outcurving
rim (pl. 50a) but may fulfill a storage function, were collected in the assemblage (A133168, pl. 48a; A133980,
pl. 48c; A134296, pl. 49a; A133981, pl. 50d). An outcurving grooved or flattened rim, a biconical squat body,
and a rim diameter ranging from 28 to 56 cm are typical features of this shape. The shape is also frequently
decorated with an applied rope pattern or with incised lines (wavy or horizontal) on the external walls. The
shape represented by A134297 (pl. 48d), A133344 (pl. 48e), and possibly A133346 (pl. 48f) may be considered
a short collared jar with the same rim and decorative patterns; the body is still squat, but the opening is
narrower and the rim is angular and everted.

Two fragments of squared thick vertical rims (A134298, pl. 48g; A134295, pl. 49b) may belong to a large
storage container or basin. They have external decorations similar to the hemispherical kraters.

Large (possessing a diameter greater than 40 cm) T-rim hemispherical kraters are also well represented
in the assemblage. The body is large and hemispherical and the rim is sometimes grooved and T-shaped
(A133238, pl. 49¢; A133231, pl. 49d), or, in fewer examples, thickened internal (A133232, pl. 49¢). One smaller
example of the same shape (A133181, pl. 50e) combines the hemispherical body with a flattened angular rim.
These large hemispherical kraters are usually plain; only in a few cases are they decorated with horizontal
incised lines.

Vessel A26968 (pl. 55, cat. no. 74) is one of the seven complete storage jars found in this locus; a biconi-
cal body, flaring collar, flat everted rim, and flat perforated base are the features of this vessel. The fabric
is medium and pale brown/orange with white inclusions. A similar example of this biconical shape is type
97 at Alalakh (Woolley 1955, pl. 118), as well as several other complete vessels found in the recent excava-
tions at the same site.®* However, the perforation at the base of this specific example from Chatal suggests
a peculiar function for this vessel. A similar rim is also found on storage jar 134297 (pl. 48d), which also has
a combed decoration on the shoulder, while the rim of 134296 is not only everted and thickened but also
grooved on the lip.

Cooking Ware (30): A medium-coarse dark gray or dark brown fabric with quartz grit creates the typi-
cal fabric for this class. Globular jars with a short flaring collar and either a folded external rim (pinched;
133212, pl. 52¢) or an outcurving thickened rim (133303, pl. 52a) are the usual shape for the cooking pots.
Cylindrical vessels without a collar but with an outcurving rim occur less frequently and in more varying
shapes (133189, pl. 52b; A133196, pl. 52d). The temper is always a fragmented quartz (in only one case is there
a shell temper), and an applied rope pattern decorates the shoulders of four fragments.

Locus N-13 _Ile

This locus includes the materials found underneath the floors of level I1_11 and may also include some sherds
from the floors of the upper level. However, the assemblage clearly shows that this locus represents only a
later phase of the assemblage described above.

This locus comprehends 159 sherds, most of which belong to the Simple Ware group. Only one body frag-
ment (133169), which has a smooth white slip and black/brown paint, might be a Cypriot import of White
slip pottery, but its small size prevents more specific classification. There are three body sherds with a plain
black slip and a dark orange fabric which could not be clearly assigned to a class; it is possible they were not
locally made. These, however, are separately presented. The range of the fabrics is basically similar to the
one described above, from orange/brown fabric with polychrome inclusions (mainly white) to very fine gray
ware. The first fabric is used in all classes, while the fine gray ware represents a subgroup of the Simple Ware
class, as in the previous assemblage.

Painted Ware (14): The sherds belonging to this group are mainly body sherds with red paint; the pat-
terns are limited to horizontal bands and oblique lines, which form triangles on the shoulder. The fabric

8 Mara Horowitz, personal communication, 2013.
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is orange and brown; for the most part, the sherds belong to closed shapes. Only the hemispherical bowl
(A133652, pl. 53a) stands out from this assemblage. The ware is not different from the local one, and the
spherical shape can be interpreted as a local imitation of a Mycenaean semi-globular cup (FS216). Its painted
decoration, in particular the cursive wavy line which occupies the main part of the vessel, is very similar to
the decoration on a deep bowl from Enkomi (Mountjoy 2005, fig. 19 n. 13) found in the destruction of level
I1Ib dated to the beginning of the eleventh century Bc.

Bichrome Ware (4): There are few body sherds of bichrome black and red paint. Only A133682 is a Painted
Bichrome body sherd, decorated with very narrow lines alternating in black and orange. These lines create
the borders for a squared field (like a metopic decoration) filled with two wavy lines crossing each other. The
fabric is fine and orange. This decoration stands out from the remaining sherds: the pattern is very com-
mon in the Late Cypriot assemblages, but its fabric and surface treatment again indicate a local production,
probably belonging to the same tradition as the small bowl A133019 (found in the locus described above, pl.
46b), which features a painted decoration typical of the Mycenaean area, done experimentally in two colors.

Red (4) and Black (3) Burnished: All four sherds belong to the common Red Burnished plate described
above, with a horizontal wheelmade burnish on both sides. In one example, the plate is very flat with an up-
right rim (A134010, pl. 53k). A few body pieces of black burnish were also collected here; the fabric of these
pieces is also light brown with quartz grit. The burnishing on the black pieces is less accurate than on the
red ones, not covering the surface of the vessel homogeneously. Very little can be said about their shapes,
except that they are mainly open.

Simple Ware (105): Besides the two fabrics described for the previous assemblage (i.e., the light brown
in large quantity and the fine gray in just a few sherds), there is a third one, characterized by a dark red
color and only white grit, that does not seem to be related to specific shapes. In terms of surface treatments,
several narrow bowls have a self-slip treatment, which provides the surface with a lighter whitish color
and/or a horizontal burnishing, sometimes so that the surface looks shiny.

Plates with an incurving rim and folded pressed rim (A134183, pl. 53h) are common both in the fine gray
fabric and in the orange untreated one. Deeper conical bowls are also very common, and are characterized by
a thickened rim which comes in varying shapes (A134020, pl. 53c; A133510, pl. 53e). These vessels usually have
a large opening and mirror a shape which was also common in the previous assemblage. The larger examples
(A133529, pl. 53f) with a T-rim shape also reproduce a shape that was common in the previous assemblage.

A large fragment of a deep cup with low carination (A134027, pl. 53d) is similar to the painted one from
the locus described above (pl. 46g); its presence, although quite rare, may indicate that the local tradition
of deep beaker with low carination, also commonly found at Atchana (Woolley 1955, pl. 67 no. 94), is present
also at Chatal Hoytik.

S-shaped bowls with high carination are common (A133525, pl. 53i), and they show a clearly accentuated
carination; short collared jars (A133990, pl. 53j) occur less frequently in the assemblage and again belong to
the same type found in locus N-13_10. A large, handled amphoroid krater with vertical loop handles (A134058,
pl. 54b) appears in this assemblage for the first time. Both the sharp carination of the shoulder part and the
high collar ascribe this fragment to the Mycenaean tradition of the amphoroid kraters; its shape, in particu-
lar, finds close similarities to painted examples dated to the Late Helladic IlIb and IlIc tradition, both in the
east Aegean and at Crete (see H. W. Catling and Karageorghis 1960, n. 14; Wijngaarden 2002, p. 32) and may
represent a plain version of the shape well known in the Late Bronze Age east Aegean.®

The low carination and the flattened rim of the large krater 134057 (pl. 54a), by contrast, seem to fol-
low a different local tradition. Krater 134056 (pl. 54¢) is quite rare in the phase M assemblages, and could
be identified as a straight-sided krater. Its shape is similar to an incised vessel from Late Bronze Age Emar
(Finkbeiner 2002, fig. 7 no. j) and to the so-called Anatolian straight-sided krater jar also found at Tell Afis
(see Venturi 2014a, fig. 9.4 and references). Because these kraters were also found in northern Mesopotamia
(Pfalzner 1995, fig. 183a), they may refer to an eastern tradition.

The few necked jars have a short flaring neck and a thickened external rim (A133524, pl. 53g). The Simple
Ware bases consist of several flattened or curved convex bases (A134025, pl. 54e) and a few ring elevated

8 The rim and collar are extremely similar to the rim shapes found in Iron Age I Tell Hadidi (Dornemann 1981, fig. 16), which may also belong to
the same vessel type.
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ones (A133509, pl. 54f; A133988, pl. 54d). The elevated ring bases seem to be used for small vessels such as
deep bowls. The few preserved handles are all vertical, slightly flattened loops.

Cooking Ware (15): Several fragments of cooking pots were recovered in this assemblage; they prob-
ably belong to closed vessels. Two main shapes are seen in this group: a pot with a short collar and external
folded rim (triangular in section) in two different sizes, represented by A133996 (pl. 52g) and A133997 (pl.
52h); and a pot with a narrower mouth, slightly flaring collar, and a folded and pinched rim (A133995, pl.
52f). The triangular rim might be considered a further development of the flaring rim shape described above,
which occurs once in this locus (A133535, pl. 52¢). It is interesting to note that a specific temper used in the
fabric seems to correspond to each shape in this locus; the triangular rim pot has a crushed shell temper,
while the pinched rim jars have a quartz temper, which was common in the previous assemblage N-13_10.

Storage (5): Only body parts of large storage vessels were found in this locus.

Small Finds (38): Few small finds were collected in this structural level. Most of these finds were beads,
which were possibly part of the graves and collected under the label of the locus. The remaining small finds
do not provide any dating information concerning this level.

Phase M, Level 11_11

;:mi ;:mi

0 10
Figure 15. Level I1_11 architecture

The structural elements of this level consist of several pebble floors and mud brick silos (see Haines 1971,
pp- 13-14 and pl. 29¢), an unclear mudbrick curved wall, and patches of walls. The pebble floor was employed
both as a paving for the bottom of the silos and for the external surface. The curved wall, located in the
southwest part of the excavated area in N-13, probably belonged to a larger structure. Haines states, “whether
the pits belonged to this level or originated in the level above is not certain” (1971, p. 13); however, at least
two of the four pits were covered by the pebble paving of the following period and therefore it seems very
likely that these pits/silos were used in this level.

The loci belonging to this period represent three different archaeological contexts; each pottery assem-
blage will be presented here separately, but all together they form a relatively homogeneous assemblage.
The figures above illustrate the structural remains of level I1_11 with (to the left) and without (to the right)
the grave pits. As mentioned above, Haines considered these graves as belonging to a level “13” (i.e., to a
level much earlier than this one). It is evident, though, that these pits were dug into the ruins of level 12 and
that a pebbled level was laid on top of them afterwards. This means that the graves (cat. nos. b-S-62 to -67)
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should really be seen as being intermediate between levels 12 and 11. Moreover, in the published plans
(Haines 1971, pl. 29B, C), Haines assigned two graves (b-S-43 and b-S-49) to level 11_11; again, however, their
pits cut the pebble paving of this level, and they were probably dug from the layer above (see the catalog of
graves at the end of this chapter).

The architectural use of this area during this level differs strongly from the previous one: a single large
structure with massive walls and storerooms was subsequently replaced in the following level by an open
pebbled area, again with storage facilities. This macroscopic change probably caused Haines to assign this
structural phase to phase N; the change in the architecture would have corresponded to a change in cultural
phase (from M to N), which was generally observed in the material culture already during the excavations.
In analyzing the material culture of the loci from this level, however, it became clear that the typical marker
for phase N, i.e., the presence of large quantities of painted decorated pottery, was not present in this as-
semblage. Thus, this level still belongs to phase M.%

Pottery of Locus N-13_IId_Floor

According to the excavation system, the locus “floor” indicates all findings 10 cm above and below the floors
of this level. This includes both the materials from the period in which the structures of this level were used
and those which were casually included in the materials used to build the pebble paving.

The collected assemblage consists of 235 pottery fragments and has very strong connections to the as-
semblage of the previous level.

Imports (4): The extremely fine light yellow fabric, the surface treatment, and the specific shape charac-
terize four fragments of one or more red lustrous spindle bottles, which are the only fragments of imported
pottery. Among these, A134048 (pl. 57f) is an elevated ring base, with dark red paint and wheel burnishing
on the base and vertical burnishing on the walls. These are the only fragments which may be considered
imported. The black impressed sherd A134014 can be considered a remnant from a previous period.

Painted Ware (44): The thirteen rims of this class indicate that painted decoration in this assemblage
was mainly used in cylindrical deep bowls with a slightly outcurving rim and in short collared jars. The pat-
terns consist mainly of horizontal bands and oblique lines. One fragment of what is probably a cylindrical
bowl with low carination (A133570, pl. 57b) shows the appearance of a syntactic in the decoration for the
first time: a foliated tree in a field (metope) is bordered by vertical triglyphs, which consist of wavy lines
between straight lines. Fabric and surface treatment do not differ from the other local painted and Simple
Wares. The division of the field and the use of a vegetation motif are somewhat rare decorative elements
in this assemblage; they are not very common in the Mycenaean tradition, though in this assemblage they
are combined with decorations (such as the triglyph or dots applied to a figurative element) which are fre-
quently found in Late Helladic pottery (Furumark 1941, part 1, p. 415). The vegetal motif, together with the
deep bowl shape, shows a clear connection with the Mittannian tradition of Nuzi Ware, although no direct
comparisons seem to exist. A134049 (pl. 57a) is a similar beaker or cylindrical bowl (with an outcurving rim)
with a painted decoration made of horizontal wavy (or zigzag) lines between straight bands; this pattern was
also employed as a vertical divider on the previous vessel (pl. 57b) and is not common in this assemblage.®
The shape of the deep bowl is evidently related to an eastern tradition well attested at Nuzi, Atchana, and
Tell Mumbaga (see chapter 8).

The angular profile of the painted jars A133591 (pl. 57¢) and A122592 (pl. 57d) is worth noting. The jars
have a geometric painted decoration on the shoulder, which is divided in registers; the patterns include the
same wavy line between bands, oblique lines, and crosshatch.

8 This “correction” has a great impact on the general stratigraphy and history of the site; I therefore checked all documents several times. The
field notebooks provide us with several clues concerning locus I1d (C_2_51: 29): “It is well to note here that both this [level 1ic] and level 11d are weak
architecturally, and the floors are usually a series of overlaying strata of gravel. The floor taken to be Ilc was the approximate level of the floors
of the wells and the corresponding stone pavings, 11d floor is taken to be the level of the floors at the base of the stone wall on the mound edge
and the lower set of stone paving corresponding to it.” Considering that no pebble floors were found in the lower level, and that the name of the
locus — “I1d_Well” — suggests the existence of pits/silos in this level, it seems evident that “I1_d” is the lowest level with pebble paving and silos
and therefore corresponds to Haines level I1_11. The loci belonging to this level identify what was found on and inside the floors (N-13_IId_Floor),
inside the pits/silo (N-13_I1d_Pit), and in the fillings above the floors and above the silo (N_13_I1d).

8 One sherd belonging to this vessel was found in N-13_IIc.
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A peculiar and almost unique shape is a flat plate with a squared thickened rim, rope decoration on the
lip, and paint limited to the rim (A134003, pl. 57g). Although there is apparently a tradition of plates with a
red painted band on the lip, the flat plate with a squared thickened rim shape does not belong to this group
and is a unicum in the assemblage.

Painted Bichrome (2): Only two body sherds with a geometric decoration are part of the inventory.

Red (9) and Black (1) Burnished: Only one sherd of black slip and light orange fabric was found in the
assemblage, which clearly belongs to the same class as the one found in level 11_12. By contrast, the Red
Burnished fragments are more numerous than in the assemblage of locus N-13, 10. These sherds differ from
the red lustrous imported ones mainly in their fabric, which is finer in the red lustrous, and in the “qual-
ity” of the burnishing, which is homogeneous in the red lustrous. The most common shape for this class is
the conical plate with a slightly incurving rim (A134006, pl. 56c), a shape which is also present in the Simple
Ware class. The burnish is wheelmade and provides the vessel with a glossy surface both on the external and
internal sides.

Simple Ware (152): This class includes several shapes which were also found in the previous assem-
blage. Two fabrics occur in this class; the most common one is the brown orange clay with polychrome grit
and, seldom, a straw temper, while a grayer fabric with white and black grit occurs only in the conical plate
shape. The more common shapes in this class are the following:

Conical plates: The incurving rim in this shape, which was common in the previous phase, does not completely
disappear (A133728, pl. 56a) but rather is slowly replaced by a slightly bent thickened internal rim (A116767,
pl. 56b) or a simple incurving rim (A134006, pl. 56¢). In larger plates the rim is slightly T-shaped (as in A134001,
pl. 56d), or squared and slightly grooved (A134005, pl. 56e). The body is conical or slightly hemispherical, and
in 116767 (pl. 56b) has an elevated ring base.

Hemispherical bowls/kraters: Here, again, are hemispherical large basins with T-shaped rims (A133703, pl. 57h),
though in a smaller number. Deep bowls/kraters keep the same everted rims as in the previous phase (A133738,
pl. 58b); their bodies appear (as far as we can tell from the preserved sherds) globular or biconical (A133734, pl.
57i; A133732, pl. 57j), much like the examples from more ancient contexts. S-shaped bowls (A134000, pl. 58a)
are also very common shapes, which in this assemblage have a higher carination (A133738, pl. 58b).

Short collared jars or narrow bowls keep their globular shape, their short neck, and in some cases their
angular everted (but not grooved) rim (A116766, pl. 58h), though in other smaller examples the rim curves
slightly to the outside (A133724, pl. 56f; A133722, pl. 56g). This shape is the same as the one employed for the
cooking pots.

Necked jars: Bottles or flasks with a simple rim and vertical neck (134061, pl. 58g; 133594 pl. 58f) and larger
globular jars with a thickened external rim and incurving neck (A133735, pl. 58d; A133999, pl. 58¢) are the two
common versions of closed large vessels. While the globular jars are extremely common, the bottle appears quite
rarely — in this level, it is present only in this one locus. An external self-slip is relatively common in this shape.

Almost all handles are vertical and centrally grooved (in general, they probably belong to necked jars);
one horizontal ledge handle and one perforated horizontal ledge handle stand out from the assemblage.
Elevated ring bases with slightly squared rings in section for open vessels (A133758, pl. 59g; A133751, pl.
59d; A133754, pl. 59f; A133767, pl. 59¢) are now common in the assemblage, as are flat thickened disk bases
(A133763, pl. 59h; A133759, pl. 59i; A133766, pl. 59j). Pedestal bases like A134263 (pl. 59a) are very rare, as is
its incised lozenge decoration. This shape and decoration are found in the Late Bronze Age I Nuzi production
(Starr 1937, pl. 90b-d); the pedestal bases in this assemblage may belong to this tradition.

Burnish frequently occurs in the open shapes of common ware, mainly on the shapes with gray fabric
and on the conical plates. Incision, such as combing, is very common on large narrow bowls; it is limited to
geometric patterns. In general, it is possible to state that the pottery tradition of the previous level has a
strong continuity with this assemblage. There are no evident changes in the Simple Ware assemblage.

Cooking Ware (14): One external pinched-rim sherd (A134002) was found in this locus, while the most
common rim shape is a triangular external rim on a globular ovoid horizontal shape with a very short collar
(as in A133722, pl. 56f; A133724, pl. 56g). Shell temper is employed with the latter shape, while quartz is the
common temper in the pinched shapes. A rope pattern decoration is incised or in relief on the shoulder of
five vessels.
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Storage (6): Very few sherds of large storage vessels with angular everted grooved rims were collected
in the assemblage; they seem to mirror the same shape seen in the previous level.

Pottery of Loci N-13_I1d, N-13_IId_Pit

Both loci identify the earth accumulated after the end of the use of the structures of level I1_11. Locus
N-13_I1d-wells (74 pieces) indicates the filling of the three silos: assuming that the three silos were used
for storage, the earth filling of the locus points to the process of accumulation after the dismissal of the
installations, a process which probably took place when the structures were built on top of them. N-13_I1d
(122 pieces) is the earth between the floor of level 11_11 and the floor of level 11_10; according to the field
notebooks, there was not just one floor in this level but rather several pebble pavings directly on top of each
other. Consequently, the pottery assemblage seems to indicate the sherds which were accumulated over the
period of time in which these pavings were used, dismissed, and rebuilt. Both assemblages are extremely
similar to the assemblage of the floor, and they only better define the groups of shapes presented above,
while providing relevant clues concerning the dating of this level. The pottery from both loci have been
grouped together, unless specifically indicated.

Imports (4):% The large sherd A27550 (pl. 44a) is a deep cylindrical beaker with a flattened lip and
everted angular rim with white painted geometric decoration on red bands running horizontally on the
sherd. The decorative patterns are floral, like the patterns seen in the Atchana production (Woolley 1955,
pl. 102b, pl. 1054, f), and have some similarities with examples from Tell Brak (Oates et al. 1997, pp. 67-69;
D. Stein 1984, pl. 12 no. 9) and Nuzi (Starr 1937, pl. 78s), though no identical piece could be identified. The
sherd’s fabric does not show any relevant differences when compared to the fabric of the local sherds, while
the surface decoration is one of a kind in this locus. Several sherds with polished white slip surface and
brown paint (A134013; A116737), including a wishbone handle, are part of a Cypriot white slip I bowl with
fine dark gray fabric. Moreover, a single fragment of a Red Burnished long neck (A116750, pl. 60a) may come
from another import from the Cypriot area.

Painted Ware (22): These are mainly body sherds with geometric patterns such as the oblique lines
shaping triangles on the shoulders, or horizontal bands found in both black and red, patterns which are
already seen in previous assemblages. Krater A116608 (pl. 59m) belongs to the same tradition of biconical
kraters already observed in the previous levels. The fine ware of the bichrome neck A116742 (pl. 60b) seems
to indicate that the vessel was imported, as neither the wall thickness nor the decoration are common in
these assemblages.

Simple Ware (79): This assemblage again includes conical plates with an angular inverted rim (A116708;
A116724, pl. 60d), internal thickened rim (A116713), and simple squared rim (A116723, pl. 60f), as well as
simple hemispherical bowls (A116632, pl. 59k). Deep bowls with an everted rim and S-shaped body (A116705,
pl. 60g; A116614, pl. 591) are common in this assemblage, most likely continuing the tradition of the previous
assemblage; the S-shaped body, however, is frequently changed into a high carination, as in A116705 (pl. 60g).

Short collared jars (A116699, pl. 60h) with outcurving rims are also a common shape in these loci and
continue the tradition from the previous levels. Necked jars with an externally hooked folded rim represent
a shape which was not available in the loci presented above (A116710, pl. 60i; A116706; and A116726). In
fact, the previous levels contained necked jars with an outcurving thickened external rim, a shape which is
also present in this level (A116610, pl. 59n; A116618, pl. 590) with slightly more outcurving rims. Combed
incision is not found as frequently in these assemblages but still occurs on closed shapes (A116685, pl. 60j;
A116699, pl. 60h; A116678, pl. 60k); burnish treatment, sometimes also defining horizontal wavy lines, is also
employed to apply decoration. Bases are mainly ring squared and flat disk. The fabric of the Simple Wares
ranges from the usual brown-orange to a pale greenish-brown; the latter one is essentially used only in the
jars. The gray ware fabric disappears in this level.

Seven sherds of Red Burnished conical plates or open shapes occur again here.

Cooking Pots (8): Among these, collared bowls with a triangular rim (A116730, pl. 601) and shell temper
form the majority of the sherds.

8 These sherds were found only in locus N-13_IId.
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Graves

As mentioned in the paragraph above, the six graves which were considered as belonging to level 13 (Haines
1971) do belong to the reoccupation of the area in level 11_11, and were dug over a period of time of use and
reuse of this open pebbled square. However, considering the position of some of the skeletons, we can state
that burials had already begun in this area when some of the ruined walls of level 11_12 were still visible.
Two of these graves (b-S-67 and b-S-62) were definitely dug before the following structural level 11_11 was
constructed, as the pebble paving of level I1_11 covers their pits. As far as the other graves are concerned,
it is more difficult to be certain about their relative position in the stratigraphy of level II_11 and whether
they can also be assigned to the period of use of this level. It is quite interesting to note that, according to
the athropological observations reported in the grave cards, two infants, two adults, and two mature (male
and female) humans were buried here.

A detailed description of the skeletal remains is provided in the graves’ catalog; the description was
carried out directly in the field and has been transcribed in the catalog. It is only worth noting here that all
graves are inhumation burials, and that the bodies usually do not have rich depositories of objects buried
with them — in the best cases, the body was found with a single pot. Because these pots are complete, I
provide a brief description of them in the catalog, based on the original descriptions and on the negatives
of the objects, when available.

The complete vessel (b-2868, cat. no. 79) found near the skull of skeleton b-S-64, now probably in the
Hatay Museum, is, according to the original description, a “buff ware, wide mouthed one handled jar, filled
with organic material” (OIM Archives, Chatal Hoyiik, object cards; on the grave card, the organic material is
described as honey). It is a Simple Ware collared jar with a simple rim, biconical walls, and an elevated ring
base, with several horizontal grooves at the base of the collar. The shape seems similar to Late Bronze Age I
collared biconical bowls (Dornemann 1981, fig. 4 nos. 7, 10) and the Late Bronze Age Tarsus cups (Goldman
1956, fig. 378 n. 1005); it most likely belongs to a local tradition. This collared jar can be compared with the
rim sherds of the collared jars described above.

The jar (b-2869, cat. no. 78) above the left shoulder of the skeleton in b-S-65 is a “buff ware, wide mouthed
jar” (OIM Archives, Chatal Hoytik, object cards ) with an outcurving rim, elongated body, and ring base. The
outcurving rim of the necked jars was frequently found in the loci described above as well as in Tarsus Late
Bronze Age Levels; however, the elongated body seems to differ from the usually globular middle-sized jar
of the Late Bronze Age, and is identical to the Middle Assyrian standard ware found at Tell Schech Hamad
(Pfalzner 2007, pl. XXV).
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Phase M-N, Level I1_10_Floor, I1_10_Fill

Figure 16. Level I1_10 architecture

The extent of the excavation from this level was larger (25 x 25 m) than that of the levels described above.
Five structural levels were dug, bringing to light assemblages characterized by an evident change in mate-
rial culture.

Level 11_10 includes two structures separated by a street (these were not completely excavated) and a
large open area with mud brick silos and pebble pavings (Haines 1971, pls. 29d, 8a), similar to the one of
the previous level. A continuous sequence of pebble pavings was found between level 11, which represents
the oldest floor, and level 10, which is the most recent one. It is therefore possible to state that the passage
from the former level 11 to this level 10 does not show any changes, gaps, destructions, or abandonments
in the use of space in this area. Only the pottery assemblage indicates a progressive change in the material
culture, a change so evident that it reflects the passage from cultural phase M to cultural phase N. The loci
belonging to this level are divided into two groups: the first is the floor locus; the second is the filling inside
the silos and above the floors and walls. The assemblage which comes from the floor represents the older
assemblage in this level. Both the fillings and the earth accumulation on the structures of this level will be
presented together and indicate the process of disuse and rebuilding activity for the following level.

Locus N-13_IIc_Floor (Phase M)

The assemblage (174) of this locus does not abruptly change from the former one; rather, it shows a slight
increase in the painted pottery class, the definitive appearance of the S-shaped bowls, and a major increase
in the variety of the painted decorative patterns. The assemblage from this locus comprehends the sherds
found on the floor, in the floor, and those found immediately underneath it, both on the court area outside
the structures and inside the two units.

Import (1): Several fragments of a White Slip II milk bowl (A116578) were found in both this locus and
in locus N-13_IIc, all probably belonging to the same vessel but not joining. A white slip covers the surface
of the bowl with a painted brown decoration of narrow crosshatched bands, foliated ladders, and chained
rhomboids in a row. A wishbone handle was also part of this group of fragments. No other imported sherd
was found in this locus.

Painted Ware (31): There is a little more variation in the range of shapes in this class compared to the
previous assemblages. The biconical kraters, seen in the previous assemblages, are the most common shape
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in the painted group; smaller bowls, short-necked jars, and handled kraters appear here for the first time.
However, most changes do occur in the number of patterns used in this class. While a few fragments of the
narrow bowls with oblique lines (A116568) delineating triangles on the shoulders of jars are available, the
use of horizontal wavy lines in a free field between horizontal straight lines increases on the bodies of both
kraters (A116409, pl. 61b) and S-shaped bowls (A134281), as well as on strap handles (A116565, pl. 61d).
Horizontal bands and lines frequently decorate S-shaped bowls (A116572, pl. 61c), while vertical short ra-
dial lines were painted both on the outcurving rims of carinated bowls and on the angular everted rims of
kraters. New common patterns such as hatched triangles in a row (on the neck of A116214, pl. 61e), paneled
decorations with solid triangles opposed at the apex® (A116556), and concentric circles (more rare) appear
in the assemblage, but mainly on body sherds. All of them use geometric patterns very common in the Late
Helladic I1Ic middle period, except for A116392 (pl. 61a). The body of this krater is decorated with a row
of animals; the animals are distant from each other, and only a fish and a part of a bird are recognizable.
The fish, which is outlined and its body painted with one solid color, has a few comparisons with a similar
representation of fish on a rithon from Ras Shamra (S. Anderson 1943, fig. 57 and p. 73) dated to the mid-
thirteenth century Bc. However, it is a motif well known on Late Helladic I1lc middle kraters decorated in
the pictorial style (Mountjoy 1986, p. 156), like the one found in this locus. Although this krater is burnished
on the external and internal sides and shows a self-slip on the external side (all features which are not very
common in the local painted pottery), its beige fabric is very similar to the local one, only finer and with
less (but not entirely absent) grit and straw temper. For this reason, it is considered to be a local production.
Internal painted decoration is found only on one sherd A1116546 (pl. 61f) of a bowl.

Red Burnished (6): The six rim sherds all belong to conical plates with simple rims (A116567, pl. 61g).
The orange slip and horizontal wheel burnish characterize these shapes. Two globular body sherds with a
vertical burnish and a darker paint are the only examples which belong to closed vessels.

Simple Ware (116): Fabrics from this class range from pinkish brown to a lighter yellowish paste. The
grit is in general polychrome, and straw temper is frequently used. The Simple Ware assemblage has four
main shapes: one is the conical plate with an inverted rim (angular, as in b-2623, cat. no. 86, or thickened
internal, as in A116354, pl. 62¢e). The example from Antioch, b-2696 (cat. no. 85), provides a complete form
for this shape, with a conical body and ring base; this shape was already in use in the previous phases, and
seems only to become slightly deeper. The hooked rim disappears, and several slightly pointed rims appear
on this plate (A116354, pl. 62e; A116359, pl. 62g; A116360, pl. 62f). The size ranges from smaller plates in-
tended to hold a single serving (A116358, pl. 62¢c) to larger ones meant for communal consumption (A116359,
pl. 62g). Deep bowls or kraters with thickened everted rims (A116370, pl. 62b) are rarer in the assemblage.

Small hemispherical bowls (A116350, pl. 63f; A11340a, pl. 63e; 116231, pl. 63a) are also very common, ei-
ther with thick walls or very thin ones; this simple shape may vary slightly, but it is present in almost every
context. In two examples (A116351, pl. 63b; A16340a, pl. 63¢) the wall is slightly more modeled, while in only
one example is the hemispherical shape combined with horizontal handles (A133865, pl. 63d). The complete
vessel A116231 (pl. 63a) indicates a rounded base for this specific shape. The vessel A133864 (pl. 63c) instead
seems to imitate the shape of Mediterranean bowls with an outcurving rim (Furumark 1941, Shape 285) and
horizontal loop handles. Larger S-shaped bowls such as A116364 (pl. 64a) bear the same S-shaped profile;
however, the thickness of the walls and the specific rim make this shape a local production which was already
visible in the S-shaped bowls found in level I1_12 (see A133265, pl. 47¢). The bowl A133860 (pl. 63g) stands out
from the general shapes for the specific shape of its rim and ledge handle.

Fake-carinated large bowls/kraters (A133858, pl. 63i; A133853, pl. 63j) maintain the local tradition from
the former level (pl. 58b), a tradition also found in Sippor level V (see Yannai 2000, fig. 3) and Hadidi (see
Dornemann 1981, fig. 13); these are very common in this assemblage, developing over time a very profiled
shape with a thickened external rim. Deep bowls/kraters with a flat lip and angular everted rim (sometimes
thickened), such as A133855 (pl. 64b), are less common, seeming to reproduce shapes which were already
employed as simple hemispherical bowls on a larger scale.

The shape of the necked jar is very conservative: folded external (A116347, pl. 64e) or external thickened
(A116328 pl. 64f) rims both appeared in the previous levels. The large one-handled jars (A133872, pl. 64c;

8 This pattern is probably to be identified with the double axe Furumark 35 pattern (see Furumark 1941, part 1, fig. 55).
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A133873, pl. 64d) with a slightly thickened external rim may belong to the large pyriform storage jar also
found in Bogazkdy (F. Fischer 1963, pls. 41-43).

Vertical strap handles, sometimes grooved, are common; only one fragment of a horizontal handle was
found. A large selection of bases is seen in this class, such as flat bases (A116534, pl. 65n; A116527 pl. 65m) for
large vessels, and ring bases, ranging from flat to slightly elevated (A116542, pl. 65k; A116544, pl. 65j). The
ring base A133878 (pl. 65g) bears a perforated ledge near the base; A116545 belongs to a perforated storage
vessel similar to A134298, which was found in N-13_10 (pl. 48). Very few flat and convex bases were collected
in this assemblage (e.g., A116526, pl. 65h).

There are few (3) footed bases of small vessels with a plain foot; these are the first examples of this
kind collected in this area (116541, pl. 651). The first pod foot of a strainer (A116519, pl. 64g) was also found
here. Additionally, one pedestal base appears in this context (A133876, pl. 64h). Several common wares are
combed on the surface with the usual horizontal pattern (A116509, pl. 65f; A116509b, pl. 65¢), while one sherd
(A133867, pl. 65¢) bears an incised decoration with a triangular pattern. Applied and incised rope patterns,
usually horizontal, appear on closed forms (A116510, pl. 65d). Wheel burnish is frequent on conical plates,
while vertical hand burnish occurs on necked jars.

Cooking Ware (18): Two main shapes of Cooking Ware are available in this locus. The first is a globu-
lar jar with a rounded lip and outcurving rim (A116380b, pl. 66d), which can also have a folded outcurving
triangular rim (A116381a, pl. 66a), with globular ovoid horizontal walls (A133856, pl. 66e). The second is a
shape with a very angular everted rim (A116365, pl. 66b), also reaching large sizes like krater A116376 (pl.
66¢). These shapes appear with both narrow and wide openings, possibly indicating they belong to vessels
of different sizes. All these shapes, although slightly different from one another, share the same feature:
an extruding rim and a very short collar. Only the largest pot of the assemblage (A133874, pl. 66f) seems to
replace the extruding rim with handles; this would eventually turn into a new shape which did not have a
collar, i.e., holemouth (see chapter 9). All cooking pots are provided with shell temper and some of them
also with straw temper. The quartz temper, which was observed in the previous assemblages, is completely
gone, as is the pinched rim shape related to it.

Storage (2): The only large fragment of storage vessel (A116510) has an applied rope pattern forming a
wavy line on the external surface.

Loci N-13_IIc_Pit, N-13_IIc (Phase N)

These two loci include the sherds collected from the earth filling (N-13_IIc, 356 fragments) above the floor
and inside the wells/silos (N-13_IIc_Pit, 58 fragments) belonging to level I1_10. This accumulation reflects a
process that occurred after the abandonment and levelling of this area, but prior to the construction of level
I1_09. The materials inside it mirror a change in the pottery tradition which had occurred during the use of
phase I11_10, placing the period of use of the architecture of this phase during the passage from phase M to N.

Imports (5): Three body sherds of white painted on black Nuzi ware were found in the filling (A116172,
A116171, and A116853), all of which probably belong to the same vessel; the extremely fine fabric, patterns of
decoration, and internal rilling are common to all three sherds. The larger fragment (A116172, pl. 68a) bears
a white rosette decoration on a black horizontal band; it probably belongs to a small jar identical to the one
found in Atchana level IV (D. Stein 1984, pl. XV, 17). In addition, A116458 (pl. 68c) is a thinned rim fragment
of what is possibly a cup decorated with a row of concentric circles (fragment A116173, which features a
“streams of water” pattern, might belong to the same beaker). A small wall fragment of white-on-red paint
(A127334, pl. 68b) representing small spirals also belongs to a Nuzi ware beaker or grain measure. Similar
patterns were identified at Nuzi (Starr 1937, pl. 78u-x).

The specific shape of the dipper b-2543 (cat. no. 80), typical for Late Helladic pottery, along with the very
pale yellow fine clay, place this fragment among the imports.

Two bell-shaped bowls (A116586, pl. 67b; and A116432, pl. 67c) stand out for their very fine ware and the
brilliant red color of their paint. They seem to have been produced outside the Amugq, and are considered
here to be imports from the Mycenaean area of Late Helladic I1lc middle or late pottery. The stemmed spiral
(in A116586, pl. 67b) may belong to a pattern of opposite spirals; however, the long stem of the spiral seems
to build a loop (or to cross) to the right of the preserved spiral, and it does not have any exact comparison.
Although the spiral motif is considered to be slightly earlier than the Late Helladic Illc middle (see Dikaios
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1971, p. 850), it is very rare in this assemblage, and the peculiar features of this fragment prevent any more
precise statement from being made. The very simple decoration of vertical and horizontal lines on A116432
(pl. 67¢) also seems to be very rare in the assemblage. The extremely fine ware of a third bowl (A116423, pl.
67f) with an outcurving rim and decoration of reserved lines suggests this vessel has a different origin. The
monochrome surface decoration on the outside and inside of the vessel, together with the reserved lines,
seems to belong to a Late Helladic Ilic late horizon (see Mountjoy 1986, p. 200).

A single horizontal loop handle (A116582) with dark gray and extremely fine fabric and a burnished sur-
face may be the only fragment in this assemblage of a Cypriot milk bowl. A single fragment of a Red Burnished
neck might belong to a spindle bottle of the Red Lustrous Ware.

Painted Ware (189): The ratio of painted rim sherds rises from 17 percent in the previous level to 47 per-
cent in this one.® There are therefore a much larger number of shapes and patterns belonging to this group.

Conical plates: These plates occur in this class with a simple rim (A116164, pl. 69b) more often than with an
incurving rim (A116284, pl. 69a), which was very common in the previous phase. One piece identified in this
assemblage could also be interpreted as a lid, and its reserved lines assign it to possibly a local production. The
conical plate, by contrast, may belong to the well-known local tradition of red banded plates.

Bowls: Some examples of painted simple hemispherical bowls (A116204, pl. 75d) were also found in this assem-
blage. Similar bowls with angular everted rims, flattened lips, and hemispherical walls appear three times in
this class (A116438, pl. 69f). Other shapes which were plain in the previous levels start to be painted during this
phase — shapes like the deep hemispherical bowl (this time the rim is thickened and T-shaped), as in A116414
(pl. 69¢), and the hemispherical bowl (A116438, pl. 69f). Radial lines painted on the lip are a local element which
is employed in all bowls with a flaring rim.

The most common shape in this class is the bowl (i.e., A26950, pl. 44) with an outcurving rim (bell-shaped
bowl, FS284) and horizontal loop handle. The handle is frequently completely attached to the body, the body is
globular, and the base elevated ring. This shape makes its appearance in this area from this level together with
few imported examples of the same shape (described above). Shapes and dimensions are not standardized, and
the diameters of the openings range between 16 and 20 cm. The external painted decoration is applied directly
onto the untreated surface. The decoration is mainly geometric, limited to the area near the rim (A116396, pl.
67d; 116437b, pl. 67¢) both external and internal. In several examples, a cursive wavy line occupies the whole
external surface (A116399, pl. 67g; A134276, pl. 67h; A116194, pl. 75¢). The rim is usually thinned and outcurv-
ing while the body tends to be more globular and spherical. In a few cases (as in 116416, pl. 76a), the bowl is
squatter with horizontal handles protruding from the vessel.

The S-shaped bowls identified in the previous levels seem to undergo a change in this assemblage: the
rim is flaring and the gentle curve of the body becomes angular — it seems the local S-shaped bowl shape was
combined with the shallow angular bowl shape (especially the handles and the sharp carination) of Mycenaean
tradition (FS 295). The examples from this assemblage (A116408, pl. 69d; A116404, pl. 69¢) show features al-
ready well defined: the rim becomes extremely everted and the outcurving part is painted, carination is high
and sharp, and the horizontal loop handle is pressed under the outcurving rim, making it impossible to use as
a handle. An outcurving rim and carination also appear on one squat carinated bowl with protruding, and in
this example, functional, horizontal handles found in this assemblage (A133870, pl. 69g).

One single example of a carinated cup (A116163, pl. 68) seems to follow the tradition of carinated cups with
high-swung handles also found in the Late Helladic I1lc assemblage in the Mediterranean Late Bronze Age (see
discussion on their first appearance in French and Stockhammer 2009, p. 212 and references). The example
from Chatal has a very sharply carinated body and a banded decoration; it has some similarities to examples
found at Lefkandi (see Popham, Schofield, and Sherratt 2006, p. 138, fig. 2:3 no. 5; fig. 2:16 no. 10), possibly
suggesting a Mycenaean influence.” The shape is not common at Chatal in either the painted or the Simple
Ware groups; however, a second high swung strap vertical handle (A116449) with a painted crosshatching on
its surface may belong to the same shape.

Kraters: The most common shape is the usual biconical one with a T-shaped thickened external rim. This
specific shape was also painted in the previous assemblages, so the only change in decoration on the kraters

8 As stated above, the percentage should not be considered correct in absolute terms, however valid it is in the relative assemblage at Chatal.
% Several carinated cups were also found at Bogazkdy (F. Fischer 1963, pl. 82).
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between phase M and phase N is in the applied patterns. Next to the usual antithetic crosshatched triangles
(as in 116400, pl. 70e) or simple crosshatch (A116406, pl. 70f), we find patterns more typical for this phase such
as wavy lines (A116411, pl. 70g) and simple horizontal lines (A116424, pl. 70d). The radial lines on the lip are
employed on all kraters with a flattened lip. The biconical body of the krater seems to not change from the
previous phase (A116484, pl. 68f), and the decoration is frequently limited to metope. The body sherd A128948
(pl. 68j) with low carination, the sherd A116478 (pl. 681), and possibly the rim A116424 (pl. 70d) may all belong
to three amphoroid kraters; these types of kraters are present in the assemblage but are apparently less com-
mon than the biconical ones.

Small collared jars: This shape is known from phase M levels, but in this assemblage they are very frequently
painted with the usual patterns, i.e., crosshatched triangles, wavy lines, or oblique lines (A116483, pl. 68e; A116427,
pl. 70b; 116390, pl. 70c). The painted examples are quite small, with a maximum diameter around 10 cm.

Only one necked jar with a triangular rim belongs to this class (A116419).

Handles are very common on open vessels in this assemblage; they are usually horizontal loop handles
which protrude from the vessel. The handles are frequently decorated with a painted band or a line along
them. The ledge and perforated handle 133870 represents a unicum in this assemblage.

The painted bases range from flat thickened bases for closed vessels to elevated ring bases for bowls
and kraters. The flat thickened bases are usually painted on the bottom, as in A116497 (pl. 68k) or A116460
(pl. 5f); in both cases, the external part of the disc base is decorated with a painted star or a cross, a feature
also seen on the Late Helladic Illc Early production (Mountjoy 1999b, fig. 40 no. 308). Elevated ring bases
are common for bowls and probably also for kraters; in some examples, they bear an external decoration
with simple horizontal bands (A116398, pl. 68h), while in others (A116320, pl. 68i), they are also decorated
internally with concentric circles.

Fabrics of this class are fine to semi-fine, pinkish with polychrome grit and straw temper.

The color of the paint is either red or black, and the geometric patterns vary consistently. The lips of
the carinated bowls and kraters are decorated with radial lines, a pattern which can be considered very
typical for the assemblage and clearly has its root in the patterns employed on the lips of the kraters from
the previous assemblages. Horizontal lines occur on both the body and along the handles. Horizontal wavy
lines, either alone or between straight lines (or bands), are common on or under the rims (as in A116427,
pl. 70b; A116411, pl. 70g; A116230, pl. 75¢); more articulated patterns combine hatched triangles in various
ways: opposed at their apex and paneled (A116400, pl. 70e), in a row (chained, as in A128948, pl. 68j), dotted
(A116478, pl. 681), and alternating in solid fill and crosshatch (A116185, pl. 71b). One example (A116478, pl.
681) shows several registers of chained triangles in different combinations.

A checker®! pattern (A116484, pl. 68f), a field divided in narrow squares that alternate filled with empty,
appears for the first time among the geometric patterns. Spirals or fragments of spirals appear on seven
sherds (possibly all belonging to the antithetic spiral pattern, like 116586, pl. 67b). A “wheel pattern” or
“star” appears on disc bases, either inside a circle (116497, pl. 68k) or free in the base field (A116460, pl.
75f); examples for this pattern on the base are available in the Lapithos assemblage (pattern 23 in Adelman
1976) as well as, although very sporadically, in the Late Helladic Ilic assemblage from the Argolid and Naxos
(Mountjoy 1999b, fig. 40 no. 306, fig. 385 no. 22).

Two figurative elements appear in the motifs of this locus’s assemblage. A116407 (pl. 70a) is an ampho-
roid krater with a stylized horned quadruped painted on its external body. The head and the face of the
animal are naturally rendered (similar to a goat), while the body and legs are drafted in a geometric way,
reduced to lines crossing each other. Although caprids sporadically appear either isolated or in a row (as in
the example from Chatal),”? no comparison of a similar geometric rendering is visible in the figurative ele-
ments of the Late Helladic Illc middle pottery. This specific rendering seems to combine the iconographic
theme of caprids in a row with a geometrization which may be local.”® By contrast, the fish pattern on sherd
A116585 (pl. 68g) is more common in the iconography of Late Helladic Illc pottery, in particular the close

1 FM56 (Mountjoy 1986, fig. 200).

%2 For the few caprids, see Mountjoy 1986, fig. 228 no. 3; 1999, fig. 275 no. 79, fig. 438 no. 267, fig. 452 no. 101, fig. 458 no. 150, fig. 463 no. 150,
fig. 465 no. 19.

% Similar geometric renderings can be sporadically identified in more recent production, as well (see Karageorghis and Des Gagniers 1974, p. 175).
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style of the Late Helladic Ilic middle pottery. The body of the fish is represented with a central dotted row,
and the head is missing.

Two sherds show a plain painted surface with a reserved linear pattern under the rim (as in A116423,
pl. 67f) and seem to be part of a more simplified rendering of the surface, which is typical for the later phase
of the Late Helladic Ilic pottery (see Mountjoy 1986, pp. 192-200). The inside and outside of bowl 116194
are two different colors, probably due to the firing temperatures. The pattern (a wavy line between straight
ones) and the shape (bowl with an outcurving rim) are identical to the ones in the Painted Monochrome class.

Painted Bichrome (2): Very few Bichrome sherds were collected. Among these, only the deep bowl
A116230 (pl. 75e) stands out, both because the shape is also typical for the Painted Monochrome and because
the painted wavy line pattern running in the main register of the bowl is intentionally rendered in two colors
overlapping each other; in this sense, the bichromy is applied to a pattern typical of the Monochrome class.
The radial decoration on the lip is extremely common in the local painted production.

Black (1) and Red (1) Burnished: Only two fragments of a bowl (black, 116146) and a plate (red) with
wheel burnish are part of this assemblage; they might be intrusive or remnants from former phases.

Simple Ware (191): The variety of rim shapes on plates in this class ranges from incurving (A116097,
pl. 72a; A116213, pl. 75b) to simple (A116114, pl. 72b) to thickened on both sides (A134269, pl. 72d). The body
tends to be slightly more curved, and in some cases even hemispherical. Sizes vary from very small plates to
large ones (more than 20 cm in diameter). The large bowl with a grooved rim A116117 (pl. 72g) may represent
an intermediate shape between the conical bowls and the hemispherical bowls.

Squat hemispherical bowls with thickened rounded rims, slightly outcurving (A116126, pl. 72¢; A116119,
pl. 72e) seem to replace the simple hemispherical bowls. In some cases, the body also has a squat profile
(A116118, pl. 72h). The S-shaped bowls, so common in the painted ware class, do not appear in the common
ware class here, as was true in the levels before. However, two very fine carinated bowls (A116183, pl. 73d;
A116191, pl. 75a) clearly show a progressive morphological change from the S-shaped bowls from the previ-
ous phases; this morphological change may be influenced by the introduction of foreign shapes, such as the
carinated cups (FS240).

The small cup or goblet A116275 (pl. 73b) reproduces a shape already known among the imports
(A116458), and its presence confirms the production of similar shapes in both classes.

Kraters follow the same morphological pattern as they did in the painted group; a biconical shape with
a flattened T-shaped rim (A116088, pl. 73j), a flattened and grooved rim (116091, pl. 73i), or a simply angular
outcurving rim (A116105, pl. 73h) are the most common types of kraters. Fragments of what are possibly
amphoroid kraters are, as in the painted group, less common. A134268 (pl. 72i) may belong to an amphoroid
krater; the very large fragment A134624 (pl. 73k) may instead belong to a cylindrical container.

Short-necked jars with outcurving rims (A116199, pl. 75h) do occur with a trefoil rim (A116208, pl. 75g),
though it is more rare. An external thickened (rounded) rim (116264, pl. 74a; 134270) or a thickened elliptical
rim (A116096, pl. 73a; 134266, pl. 73c) and a short collar characterize necked jars, which continue the tradition
from the previous levels. The heart shape of the handled jar’s body (A116239, pl. 74b), in particular, seems
to be typical in the phase N assemblages, as was also the case for A121706 (pl. 3j). The relatively numerous
vertical loop handles with a central groove can be ascribed to the necked jar shape, while the simple vertical
strap handles seem to be common in the short-necked jars.

Several pots have a shape that is similar to the cooking pots but with a common ware fabric. The spherical
or biconical pots with thickened external rims (such as A116270, pl. 74c) or just angular everted (A134272,
pl. 74f) are common in the assemblage. Handles were added on one example (A116238, pl. 74e).

Flat bases and elevated ring bases occur in approximately equal numbers: the ring of the base (A116324a,
pl. 73g) is triangular in section in some cases, while the flattened bases are slightly thickened (A116324b,
pl. 73e). Only two fragments of rounded bases were found in the assemblage.

Fabric is basically homogeneous and ranges from a pinkish color to a light brown one, both with poly-
chrome small grit, and with the frequent addition of straw temper. The gray clay occurs twice, in both cases
paired with very fine fabric. Self-slip treatment is extremely frequent in this class, giving the sherds a lighter
color on the surface. Parallel to this, horizontal wheel burnishing is extremely common on Simple Ware bowls
and occurs on both of the sherds with gray fabric.

Cooking Ware (13): A variation in cooking pots’ shapes occurs in this inventory. Pots with an external
thickened (triangular) rim (A133851, pl. 74d), a short collar, and a globular body fit into the tradition of the
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previous levels. At the same time, among the large cooking pots a style of simple rim with a sort of ledge
running along it seems to replace the collar (A134271, pl. 74h), while biconical pots with handles (A134304,
pl. 74g) are present in the assemblage. The pinched-rim cooking pot disappears completely in this level; oth-
ers seem to be experimental (such as the large one with the ledge handle) and do not appear in later levels.
The shell temper occurs on only two sherds (pl. 74e, g), while straw temper and stone grit seem to be more
common. Frequently, a rope pattern decoration is applied on the shoulder of the vessels.

Storage (4): Very few sherds from this category were collected. They include a narrow, probably globular,
jar with a thickened internal rim (A116160, pl. 71a) and two fragments of deep cylindrical kraters. A116185
(pl. 71b), which has rilled rims (already known in previous levels), painted decoration on the external walls,
and what are probably vertical handles, may represent a larger version of an amphoroid krater. The painted
decoration on this krater uses the same patterns that were employed in the painted decoration class. A116229
(pl. 71c) combines vertical handles with a slightly more closed shape and a smaller size than the previous
two. The fabric is generally pinkish, with coarse grit; its surface is untreated.

Graves

Four graves (b-S-43, b-S-49, b-S-59, b-S-60) were assigned to this level (see grave catalog). The only informa-
tion on their location concerns grave b-S-49, which is indicated as being near the mound edge. All four graves
are inhumation: one adult, one mature, and two children. The adults each have a pitcher near their heads,
while one of the children has a string of beads. These four burials point to the continuous use of the exter-
nal area as a funerary site, as was the case in the previous phases. None of the pitchers (b-1838, b-1386) was
brought to the Oriental Institute Museum nor photographed in detail, but they are described as Simple Ware
pitchers that are relatively small. The position of the skeletons varies (some on their stomachs, others on
their backs), as does their orientation. A group of animal bones was found over the left shoulder of the skel-
eton in grave b-S-43; under these bones are the sherds of a small pot. A necklace (b-2625) made of fifty-five
cylindrical frit beads was found in grave b-S-60 together with an additional twenty-three frit beads (b-2626).
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Phase N_Beg, Level 11_09

Figure 17. Level 11_09 architecture

The excavated extent is the same as in the former level, but the function of the structures changes: the
area, which was open in the previous level, was built with two units which directly adjoined each other. The
main entrances of both units are separate and lead out to two open spaces separated by a wall. According
to Haines, the two structures were built in two successive phases and were possibly not used at the same
time, as building the southern unit caused the destruction of a portion of the northern one. However, the
architectural plan shows that after the construction of the southern unit a small installation was erected
in the northern house, implying that even if both houses were not constructed at the same time, they were
probably in use in the same period. Due to the poor state of preservation of the stone floors in the rooms and
also of the walls, which were in part destroyed by later activities, only one locus, N-13_IIb, forms this level,
while the indication “floor” was noted only in two small finds. Although a large silo is drafted in the plan,
its filling was either not collected separately or not collected at all, possibly because it seemed uncertain
whether it belonged to this level or if it was inserted from a later phase.

Pottery of Locus N-13_IIb

The assemblage (104 fragments) collected from this locus is poorer than the ones described above. The whole
assemblage essentially consists of Painted Monochrome sherds and imported sherds, the one exception being
a single sherd of the Simple Ware class. As mentioned in chapter 2, the criteria used in the selection of the
materials were changed according to the aim of the excavations, so that it is possible to affirm that during
April 1934, while archaeologists were digging this locus, the usual material which they had encountered
were assemblages with large quantities of red slip and painted pottery. It is therefore possible either that the
selection of the pottery in this locus was basically limited to whole vessels and painted sherds, discarding all
other classes, or that complete vessels of cooking pots or Simple Ware were not available in this assemblage.

Imports (10): Two complete cups (a-2797, cat. no. 92; A26698, pl. 44e) with middle carination, high-
swung handle, white slip, and black geometric paint were made of an extremely fine very pale brown fab-
ric and most likely indicate an import. This cup has a vertical burnish, while the painted patterns of both
sherds (horizontal bands and crosshatching) are very coarse and blurred. Surface treatment and decoration
belong to the White Painted Wheel-Made group of Cypro-Geometric production, but the shape has no exact
comparison. It seems to still be related to the Mycenaean production of carinated cups (FS240), although
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the upper part of the body in the Chatal example is more cylindrical. This shape is unique in the assemblage
and it has been used to define the earliest stages of Late Helladic Ilic pottery (Rutter 2013, p. 545). The
small hemispherical bowl A26719 (pl. 44f, cat. n0.093), with black horizontal bands, white slip, simple rim,
and pale yellow very fine fabric seems to belong to the end of the Late Cypriot period and the beginning of
the Cypro-Geometric horizon (White Painted Wheel-Made I11). A single handled bowl with outcurving rim
(A26695, cat. no. 95), with plain red color on the surface and reserved lines near the bottom (Swift 1958, fig.
19), has a fine fabric with a low density of homogeneous grit; color of the surface and fabric seem to indicate
this vessel as a possible import.

Pyriform or biconical jars such as a-2805 belong to the same group of imported sherds, as not only is the
shape completely unknown in former levels but the ware and surface treatment also seem to differ from the
local ones. The jar fragment A133825 (pl. 76a) is indicated as an import but it may also just be a very good
imitation; in fact, the pale brown fabric shows the typical heterogeneous grit of the locally produced ware,
and the surface does not have a slip but rather a self-slip, which makes the surface slightly lighter than the
fabric itself. The shape, however, is unique in the local assemblage and may well belong to a Late Helladic
Ilic jug (FS115), with a squat body well known in the Mycenaean world (see Mountjoy 1986, fig. 241). Addi-
tionally, the decorative scheme, with vertical wavy lines and hanging swirls on the handle, mirrors patterns
well known in the Late Helladic Illc and Sub-Mycenaean periods (Mountjoy 1999b, pp. 720-25; 2007, fig. 8).

The shallow angular bowl with an angular everted rim and horizontal loop handle under the rim
(A116077, pl. 76b) belongs to the same group of angular bowls which, painted or plain, belong to the Myce-
naean pottery horizon (FS 295). The vessel A116077 is considered an import due to some differences from
the local production: the surface is treated with a self-slip, the geometric decoration is extremely narrow,
accurate, and fine, and the pink fabric is extremely fine and homogeneous. It certainly belongs to the Aegean
area, and most likely to the Late Helladic Ilic middle advanced period (see Mountjoy 2007a, fig. 3 no. 6). Only
the vertical decoration on the handle, the raised position of the handle in relation to the body, and what is
possibly a wavy or zigzag line on the external side, reflect the decoration on Iron Age I vessels from Tel Dor
(Gilboa 2008, fig. 1).

A133828 and A116061 differ from the other sherds in their thin walls, extremely fine reddish-yellow
fabric, and the brilliant red paint on their surfaces. A133828 (pl. 76¢) is a small fragment with part of a
rosette, depicted with simple lines and left plain on the inside; it differs from the common rosettes used
during the Late Helladic Illc because the leaves are left plain and the image is located on the bottom of a
bowl.”* These elements make it very difficult to identify the origin of this fragment. The decorated area of
A116061 is divided into panels: one panel is filled with a round motif, similar to a wheel, which can also be
interpreted as a rosette, while the other panel is occupied by a part of a quadruped whose head is missing.
The presence of the quadruped together with the rosette or wheel can be compared with the Late Helladic
Iic middle decoration (Mountjoy 1986, fig. 212).

The motifs, fine fabric, wall thickness, and paint color of these two fragments are not only part of the
Late Helladic pictorial style, they are also very particular. Moreover, the colors of the fabrics of these two
sherds do not differ greatly from the local produced ones: only the homogeneous grit and the fine thickness
of the walls distinguish these sherds from the local ones.

Painted Monochrome (84): The variety of forms and decorative patterns in this class is extremely high.

Shallow bowls with an everted painted rim, which were common in the previous level, also occur in this
assemblage with a slightly carinated body under the rim and pale brown fabric (A116031, pl. 76d). Although
their shape is similar to the shallow angular bowl, the syntax of the decoration and the extremely outcurving
rim make this shape a specific local production, as was also true of the shallow bowls with everted painted
rims found in previous levels. By contrast, the shape of A116018 (pl. 76e) is an extremely rare shape for this
assemblage: a hemispherical bowl with ledge perforated handles. The shape is probably local, as evidenced by
the presence of the ledge handle together with the very shallow shape of the bowl. The decoration of radial
lines on the lip is also a very local element.

% H.W. Catling (1972), following Furumark (1941, p. 272), states that the rosette pattern experiences a revival during the Late Helladic Ilic, appear-
ing frequently on stirrup jars (Mountjoy 1986, figs. 215, 216; Mountjoy 1999b, fig. 45 nos. 342-43 for Late Helladic IlIc middle, fig. 52 n. 397 for Late
Helladic Ilic late) and on the shoulders of kraters (Mountjoy 1986, fig. 225). The location of a rosette on the bottom of the bowl is very rare and was
found in a cup from Epidaurus (Mountjoy 1999b, fig. 85 n. 45, dated to the Late Helladic IIb).
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Deep bowls/beakers with a flat lip, everted angular rim, and low carination are extremely common here
and have a wide range of decorative patterns: the body is cylindrical and slightly incurving with low carina-
tion (A128925, pl. 76g; 116028, pl. 76f). The shape is certainly local and is derived from the deep bowls which
were common in Late Bronze Age Atchana. The painted decoration of pl. 76g is in registers with geometric
patterns; while A116028 (pl. 76f) follows decorative patterns which were also common in phase M, A128925
(pl. 76g) has patterns probably inherited from the Mycenaean tradition, and which are here applied to a
local shape.

Kraters appear here again in both the biconical (such as A133819, pl. 76h) and amphoroid shapes (A26722).
It is worth emphasizing here that the fragment of this amphoroid krater still preserved the stub of a verti-
cal loop handle, introducing the shape which would become very common in phase N. The decorative pat-
terns in both examples are strongly influenced by the Mycenaean world; A133819 (pl. 76h) combines a very
geometric bird (quite similar to a fragment found at Lefkandi; see Popham, Schofield, and Sherratt 2006,
fig. 2.23 no. 3)* with a panel filled with concentric arches and solid triangles, all elements well known in
the Late Helladic Illc middle and late. The decoration on the amphoroid krater (A26722) is also paneled and
completely geometric, combining the opposed triangles filled with alternating meshes, a pattern which was
also employed in the local production. The fabrics of all the kraters range from a pale yellow to a pink color,
sometimes with large grain-sized grit.

Three fragments of pilgrim flasks were recovered in this assemblage, all lentoid. Pilgrim flask A116025
is a lentoid flask with bossed sides decorated with concentric circles and a single vertical strap handle. The
surface is smoothed, while the paint is slightly irregular in some areas. A second pilgrim flask with a slightly
more globular body (A26718, pl. 44d) belongs to the same type. Pilgrim flask A116026 differs from the above
two, having a fabric that is much finer and pink, while its shape, decoration, and surface treatment are quite
similar. A pale yellow fabric is used in all three fragments.

One whole large reserved painted bowl was found in this assemblage together with several fragments
(A26739, pl. 44g; A116011, pl. 77h). The shape is the usual large bowl with an outcurving rim, biconical body,
and ring base; the reserved decoration (a horizontal band) is located underneath the internal rim and on
the bottom part of the external walls, clearly mirroring the production typical of the Submycenaean period
(Mountjoy 1986, pp. 194-200).

The small bowl A26740 (pl. 44h) has a geometric decoration on both the outside and the inside of the bowl.
The fine ware and the pale slip on its surface may eventually suggest its foreign origin. Its shape, decoration,
and color belong to a Late Helladic IlIc late horizon and find comparisons with the shallow angular bowls
type B (see Mountjoy 1986, fig. 197 n. 2) identified in the Late Helladic Illc early period.

The few sherds of necked jars that were recovered show a high degree of variation in rim shapes: either
thickened and slightly incurving (A133820, pl. 76¢), or completely everted (A116069, pl. 76e; A116066, pl. 77b).
The patterns vary from the usual paneled decoration with triangles with various meshes (A116066, pl. 77b) to
more Mycenaean patterns such as wavy lines (A133820, pl. 77c) or simple horizontal bands (A116069, pl. 76e).
While the simple decoration of the neck is very common in the Late Helladic Illc Late and Sub-Mycenaean
amphora, the paneled rendering seems to again be a local feature. The body is probably pyriform with an
elevated ring base, while it is not clear whether the base as A116011 (pl. 76h) belongs to these closed shapes
or to stirrup jars and Lekitos of the Sub-Mycenaean tradition. Although these closed vessels likely all had a
vertical handle, only in the fragment A133822 is a strap handle preserved together with a flaring rim. 116010
is a necked jar with a vertical loop handle and the typical necklace decoration at the base of the neck (see
FS 72 tassel pattern dated to the Late Helladic Ilic late; see Furumark 1941, fig. 71). Ring bases are the most
common base type in this group.

A116016 is a so-called strainer jug (see chapter 9) with paneled decoration on the shoulder. The shape ap-
pears in this area for the first time in this level. A horned quadruped is represented on one side of the spout,
while on the other side several lines suggest the representation of a stylized animal, as was the case for the
goats on sherd 116407, which may possibly suggest that this kind of stylization was used for a specific kind
of animal and was not a stylistic choice. While the krater keeps a local shape and a local figurative tradition,
the strainer jug mirrors a typical Mycenaean shape (FS 155) with an apparently local decoration. Simple

% The pictorial representation of a bird on a British Museum krater shows a similar style in the bird hatching and seems to belong to the thirteenth-
century production of “paneled bull and bird group” (S. Anderson 1943, p. 58 and fig. 41).
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necks such as A116066 (pl. 77b) may belong to the same kinds of shapes, although it shows a narrow decora-
tion on registers which employ the usual geometric patterns such as the wavy line or the foliated triangles.

The painted patterns are mainly influenced by the Late Helladic assemblage: chevron (A116033), concen-
tric arcs (A133819, pl. 76h), crosshatched triangles (extremely frequent; A128925, pl. 76g), wavy lines between
straight ones (A133825, pl. 76a; A116066, pl. 77b), or arranged in triglyphs. The use of foliated concentric
arcs in a row (A116053, pl. 77f; A116027, pl. 77g) as a filling pattern on bands starts to become common.
The ladder motif, used on milk bowls in the previous levels, appears here as the external limit of triangles.
Figurative patterns occur on 133819 (pl. 76h) and A116016 (pl. 77a). A133819 is a large krater with a paneled
decoration on the external body, the decoration being a square filled with concentric arcs with a duck fac-
ing it. The style of the duck, especially the neck and part of the rendering of the body, has similarities with
Helladic tradition (Benson 1961) rather than the Philistine.

Painted Bichrome (2): This class is not extensively represented, as only two body sherds were found
with the usual geometric decoration with horizontal bands.

Simple Ware (1): A body sherd shoulder is the only fragment collected from this assemblage. The fabric
is pinkish and medium, similar to the pink fabrics of the Painted Monochrome sherds.

Phase N, Level I1_08

Figure 18. Level I1_08 architecture

This structural level presents several stratigraphic difficulties. The structures that Haines assigned to this
level consist of a single thick mudbrick wall with a NW-SE orientation and some patches of stone paving
which have no direct connection to the wall. The reports are not extremely clear concerning the passage
from level 7 to level 8. There is a large locus N-13_II, which should be read as being Ila, which consequently
indicates the first accumulation of this level. In addition, locus N-13_Ie indicates a deposit that is later than
the N-13_II, but still underneath (i.e. prior to) level I1_07; for this reason it still belongs to level 11_08. How-
ever, the poor state of preservation of the structures and the absence of a clear horizontal interface (e.g.,
floors) make the materials from these two loci more subject to contaminations and therefore less significant
for the stratigraphy.

It is important to emphasize that during this phase the structures in the area were rearranged; not only
did the domestic structures disappear, but the large wall belonging to this level also has a completely dif-
ferent orientation than the former structures, indicating that nothing was left in place when this level was
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built. The absence of clear abandonment/destruction horizons makes it difficult to hypothesize a break or a
hiatus in the stratigraphy of this area; it rather points towards a change in the urban planning of this specific
area. The domestic character of the area will reappear in the following level (11_07).

Two earth burials were found in this level, with no direct relationship to the few structural remains.
Both graves (a-S-11, a-S-12) were found in the southeastern area of square N-13, but were not inserted in the
plan. Grave a-S-11 was badly damaged; a-S-12 included a bronze ring, though this was later discarded. Field
notebooks mention an animal hole in these loci, suggesting that the area was disturbed.

Loci N-13_II, N-13_III, N-13_Ib

The assemblages from these loci present a large majority of Painted Monochrome sherds with several im-
ported fragments. The small number of Simple Ware sherds and the complete absence of Cooking Ware is
probably due to both the area’s specific function, which during this phase does not appear to be related to
domestic activities, and to the selection collected during the excavation.

Imports (13): A whole belly-handled jar (A26685, pl. 78b) with a spherical body, low horizontal loop
handle, and cylindrical neck, has a very fine pink fabric and a whitish coat; this fabric strongly differs from
the local ware and points to an external provenance. The decoration is paneled on the shoulder with cross-
hatched lozenges, and with crosshatched triangles and bands at the base of the neck. The shape of this necked
jar does not find an exact comparison with the Helladic and/or Cypriot pottery; only the Helladic shape FS058
provides a similar combination of a spherical/globular body with small horizontal handles and a cylindrical
neck. This example shows a more definitively spherical body than other belly-handled amphorae from Greece
or Cyprus. It seems to definitely belong to the horizon of the Proto-White Painted ware (the shape is identical
to the Proto-White Painted amphorae from Alaas),’® although its decorative organization is different, as the
space between the two handles is completely paneled in this example. The two lugs at opposite sides near
the neckline represent a common feature for this type of amphora and were also present on the shoulders of
the late Helladic ovoid jars (e.g., FS063). In general, these amphorae started to be produced during the LCIIIb
period and continued into the White Painted I period (see Kling 1989, p. 147). The bowl with an outcurving
rim and carination, hemispherical body, and glossy black paint with pendent semicircles crossing each other
on the surface (128899, pl. 79b) belongs to the Euboean production; the fabric is extremely fine and the gray
color of the surface seems to be due to overfiring rather than to an intentional coloring of the sherd. The
bowl’s shape, color, and decoration belong to the Protogeometric horizon; in particular, this fragment seems
to belong to type 5 in the Kearseley typology (1989, fig. 35).

The small decorated gray/black slip burnished miniature jar with extremely fine orange fabric (A26668,
pl. 78a) has what is possibly a white painted decoration in horizontal bands over a very fine black polished
slip. The shape is identical to a small Black on Red 11 (1V) juglet (Gjerstad 1948, fig. 38 no. 4b), indicating that
it likely belongs to a IlI or IV shape horizon.

The smoothed surface, light orange fabric, and homogeneous grit of two fragments of two closed ves-
sels (A128821a, pl. 79a) seems to indicate a foreign provenance. Determining its origin, however, may be
complicated. The decoration is on a free field and has almost no direct comparisons; one element resembles
a lily decoration (FM32) found on a pyriform jar dated to the Late Helladic I11a (see Mountjoy 1999b, fig. 323
no. 8), but also looks similar to a palm (FM14) found on a jar from Amorgos (Late Helladic I11a1; Mountjoy
1999b, fig. 393 no. 1). The way this pattern is rendered here may be a local creation, combining the swirls
below the handle (Mountjoy 2007, fig. 9) with a floral element.

Two fragments from possibly the same small barrel-shaped juglet (A133818, pl. 79c; A133816) belong to
the Cypriot Bichrome I-1I horizon (Gjerstad 1948, fig. VIII no. 10; Birmingham 1963, fig. I no. 30), although
the small size and the simple, flaring opening seem to be slightly different from the shapes typically seen in
this horizon. The fabric shows a gray grit, and the surface of both fragments is extremely corroded.

Most of the imports from these loci come from Cyprus and are dated to later periods (after the ninth
century BC).”’

%  Karageorghis 1975, pl. 45, T15/1; pl. 49 T17/2. According to Karageorghis (ibidem, p. 47) the medium-sized shape (like this example from Chatal)
continues in the White Painted I ware during the Iron Age (see Gjerstad 1948, pl. V no. 14). According to Mountjoy 2005, the Proto-White Painted
pottery starts to be produced during the Late Helladic Illc middle period.

7 For the problems concerning the pendent skyphos, see the discussion of dating elements for phase N in chapter 8.
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Painted Monochrome (315): This assemblage is extremely rich and shows a variety of shapes and deco-
rations, suggesting a large-scale eclectic production for this class.

The fabric of the painted pottery ranges from a pink/pale yellow to a light brown color, from extremely
fine to coarse fabric, and usually has heterogeneous grit, including red elements, and more rarely a straw
temper.”® The surfaces of the vessels very often have a self-slip or a whitish slip; burnish is rarer. The colors
of the paint are always matte black or red, and the patterns vary greatly.

The conical and hemispherical plates in this assemblage appear to only have simple rims (A128743,
pl. 79d; A128703, pl. 79h; A128700, pl. 79¢), the variety with incurving or hooked rims having apparently
disappeared. Some fragments of conical plates (as in A128700, pl. 79¢), which are slightly more irregular,
may eventually be revealed to belong to shapes such as A128697 (pl. 79g), i.e., conical plates with a high foot,
well known in the Mediterranean area as kylikes.

Several shallow angular bowls (FS295) with carination and horizontal handles (A128730, pl. 79i; A128627,
pl. 85a) continue the tradition introduced in the previous phases and keep the Mycenaean shape. The
S-shaped bowls with outcurving flaring rims are very rare in this assemblage; their rims are less protruding
(A128699, pl. 79f) and the decorative syntax follows the Mycenaean tradition.

Bowls with outcurving rims (A128744, pl. 80e; A128754, pl. 80d; A128727, pl. 80f) are the most common
shape (FS284) in this class. The bowl A26670 (pl. 78¢) has a slightly narrower opening and a more spheri-
cal shape to the body as compared to the former level.”” These bowls range in size from small single por-
tion (A128941, pl. 80c; A128606, pl. 85¢c; A128634, pl. 85b) to larger ones (A128702, pl. 80a; A128729, pl. 80g;
A128744, pl. 80e). Although the reference shape appears to be the Mycenaean bell-shaped bowl (FS284), there
is no standardization in the single elements: both rims and handle position vary. By contrast, the decoration
seems to undergo a sensible simplification. It frequently consists of plain paint with reserved lines (pl. 80d;
pl. 80a), simple plain (pl. 80a; pl. 80e), paneled geometric patterns (pl. 80b) or, in most cases, simple hori-
zontal lines and bands (pl. 80g; pl. 80f, c; pl. 85b-d). The horizontal loop handle, when preserved, is always
painted; the internal part of the vessel is painted under the rim in the large majority of the fragments. Only
in one example (A128842, pl. 84c) does a decoration with a running spiral suggest that the patterns common
in previous periods were still kept in use.

Cylindrical beakers with low carination (A128795, pl. 79j; A128834, pl. 79k) are still in use and keep the
same decoration of geometric patterns in registers. The cups are very rare, and the only example found in
the assemblage seems to refer to a foreign model: A128607 (pl. 85¢) imitates a Mycenaean cup (FS217; see
Mountjoy 1986, fig. 268) in shape and decoration. Bowl A128608 (pl. 85f) with low carination and vestigial
handles seems to imitate a shape typical of Cypriot White Painted and Bichrome III ware (Gjerstad 1948,
fig. XXI no. 7), although its decoration is limited to horizontal lines.

Deep bowls/kraters with a flattened lip and everted rim remain in use, again in two main shapes: the
amphoroid and the biconical krater. The amphoroid krater consists of a cylindrical upper part and a hemi-
spherical bottom (A128698, pl. 84e; A128710, pl 084d), and it appears with bichrome decoration (A128898,
pl. 84a). The biconical shape of Late Bronze Age tradition (A128911, pl. 84b) is also still found here, combin-
ing Mycenaean decorative patterns with local shapes. Large handled kraters such as A116005 (pl. 84f), both
biconical and amphoroid, maintain a tradition of painted large kraters already started in level I1_10. The
decorative patterns employed on the kraters are more varying than those found on the bowls, but are also
strictly geometric.

Two fragments (128882, pl. 81c; 128620, pl. 85i) of single-handled pilgrim flasks with flaring mouths could
be identified in the assemblage. The body shapewas probably globular, as two fragments seem to suggest
(A128748, pl. 82g), consequently indicating they belong to the Syro-Palestinian horizon of the Early Iron Age
(see XD1). However, the fragmentary state of preservation prevents a more precise identification.

Very few rim fragments of necked jars are available in these loci. This contrasts with the very large
number of body sherds of closed vessels and spouted jugs found in the loci, which may suggest a larger
number of painted closed shapes compared to previous levels. The rim shapes at our disposal follow the local
tradition, possessing either a thickened rim (A128622, pl. 85h) or a grooved rim (A128701). The closed body

% The extremely fine fabric usually does not include grit.
% A tendency towards more spherical vessels could also be observed in other shapes.
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sherds belong to large vessels (128929, pl. 81d; 128906, pl. 81g), probably amphorae; in a few cases, they are
also belly handled (as in A128735, pl. 81h).

Strainer jugs are quite common in this assemblage, as they were in the previous level; the body tends
toward a more spherical shape (see A26677, pl. 78d), as is true of other shapes.

Elevated ring bases are extremely common for both open (A128724, pl. 81b) and closed shapes (26677,
pl. 78d; A128599, pl. 85k); by contrast, flat bases seem to have completely disappeared. Looped vertical han-
dles are common for closed forms, while horizontal loop handles are found on the deep bowls, sometimes
almost completely attached to the body of the sherd (128736, pl. 81a).

A128940 (pl. 79¢) probably belongs to a pot stand. The rim is modeled with a rope pattern and painted
decoration. The fragment 128905 (pl. 83c) may also belong to a similar pot stand.

The decorative patterns of the Painted Monochrome class consist mainly of horizontal bands (the ma-
jority was found in locus N-13_Ie), which were used as simple decoration in both open (A128693, pl. 82¢)
and closed shapes (A128762, pl. 82h), or in order to divide the field into registers. Crosshatched triangles
(A128698, pl. 84e; A116005, pl. 84f; A128834, pl. 79k) in registers or panels seem to be employed mainly on
local shapes, such as beakers with low carination or kraters. Concentric triangles (A128934, pl. 83d) are also
employed, while the preferred pattern seems to be concentric semicircles (FM043) in a row (simple, as in
A128921, pl. 81i, or foliated, as in A128905, pl. 83c; A128759, pl. 83e; A128776, pl. 83i). This pattern may ap-
pear on free registers or, as in example A128759 (pl. 83e), in a very close register with filled free fields. The
organization of these geometric patterns seems to be narrower, and the registers seem to cover more of the
vessel’s surface; two sherds in particular feature a more elaborate surface pattern, with the empty spaces
between two triangles or two concentric semicircles filled completely with solid paint. This feature seems to
imitate the horror vacui of the close style in the Late Helladic Illc pottery (Mountjoy 1986, p. 155) and in the
Protogeometric examples from the Mediterranean (Boardman 2001, fig. 4), reproducing in a local context the
need to fill the surface of vessels and cover large parts with solid paint (A128787, pl. 83f; A128788, pl. 83h).

Oblique lines on the shoulder of closed vessels (128922, pl. 81f), the oldest painted pattern found in the
sequence, seldom appear in these assemblages. There is some experimentation combining this ancient pat-
tern of oblique lines forming triangles with the more recent dotted triangles (A128794, pl. 83b), including
varying filling patterns, as in 128922 (pl. 81f). The experimentation can also be observed on a variety of
triangle renderings (as in A128921, pl. 81i) and hatchings (A128764, pl. 83a).

By contrast, elements like spirals (A128760 pl. 82a; A128842, pl. 84c) and hooks that likely hung from the
base of the handle (A128691, pl. 82d; 128906, pl. 81g; 128735, pl. 81f) were organized on free fields and em-
ployed exclusively on closed vessels (also on bichrome shapes, as in A128695, pl. 82i). The hanging palmette
(A128821a, pl. 79a, and possibly A128757) is a very rare pattern, as was stated above.

Wavy lines — large or narrow (A128827, pl. 81e; A128778, pl. 83k; A128919, pl. 83g), either between lines
or free in the field — are a pattern used both as a dividing element and as a single decoration. The wavy line
is, in all its renderings, cursive and irregular. Foliated lines at the bases of the necks of jars (necklace pat-
tern, FM 72 tassel pattern dated to the Late Helladic Illc late; see Furumark 1941, fig. 71) also become very
common. The checker motif recurs twice (A128911, pl. 84b). In a few cases, it is possible to identify vertical
dividing elements, those elements including wavy lines, dots (A128776, pl. 83i; 128920, pl. 81d), chevrons, and
concentric circles (A128748, pl. 82g). No figurative decoration was found in this large assemblage except for
what is possibly a rosette pattern on a closed vessel (A128649, pl. 85g).

Several painted reserved bowls were found in this assemblage (A128599, pl. 85k; pl. 80d), showing the
same features as in the previous assemblage: a reserved line in the interior rim and several reserved bands
on the exterior near the base.

Painted Bichrome (19): Only one rim sherd of this class was found in the assemblage — a small pil-
grim/barrel-shaped bichrome ware jar (A133818, pl. 79¢) similar to the Cypriot Bichrome III production (see
Gjerstad 1948, fig. XII nos. 4, 6). The other body sherds are all part of large closed vessels (the fragments may
in fact belong to the same vessel); they are decorated with horizontal black lines and red bands (see A128695,
pl. 82i). Only A128898 (pl. 84a) has a pattern of black lines crossing with other lines to form triangles, which
are filled with red paint: this bichromy may reflect a local experimentation on local patterns. Several other
bichrome decorations, such as A128710 (pl. 84d) and 128730 (pl. 79i), may be related to the different position
of the painted decoration (inside or outside the vessel) during firing.
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Red Burnished (11): One conical plate sherd (A128887), Simple Ware with horizontal burnish, was re-
corded in this locus; the remaining three rim sherds belong to bowls with a flaring mouth or hemispherical
body. One ledge handle was also found in this assemblage. A base with a central omphalos or spike (A128639,
pl. 85j) completes the Red Burnished assemblage; this specific shape occurs for the first time in this area and
finds some similarities with two other bowls (pls. 23c, 25b) with central spike found in 0_Midddle contexts
(see chapter 9).

Simple Ware (4): None of the sherds from this class can be clearly assigned to a specific shape. The
fabrics are light brown and medium with heterogeneous grit.

Phase N, Level I11_07

Figure 19. Level I1_07 architecture

This structural level consists of several domestic structures with the same alignment as the large wall from
level 8 and a similar internal organization of three to four rooms per unit. Only by observing the structures
it is possible to point out a process of progressive addition of structures and units, indicating that the con-
struction phase did not take place all at once. Moreover, a row of smaller rooms built adjoining the southern
unit may indicate spaces created for specific purposes, as the findings in later levels may suggest. This space
organization is kept in use for several structural levels after I1_07; the architectural changes are determined
by the addition of new rooms or the unification of former separated spaces.

Locus N-13_1d

The locus N-13_Id delivered a small number of sherds (46); these are also not extremely representative, as
there are no relevant changes in the morphology in this assemblage when compared to the former period.

Imports (2): Several fragments of one imported jar were found in this locus. The jar (a-2105), now in
the Antioch Museum, consists of a simple rim flaring neck with spherical shoulders and vertical loop handle
from neck to base. It is a shape which seems common in the White Painted II horizon (Gjerstad 1948, fig. XIII
n. 9).1°° The surface, which probably had a white slip, is decorated with horizontal black bands. The second

190 The sherd is available only in photo and there are no dimensions. It allows only comparison based on the shape of the rim and handle.
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sherd is extremely worn and seems to possibly be part of a Black on Red fragment, but the state of preserva-
tion precludes any further assessment.

Painted Monochrome (35): In the majority, fabric is very pale or light brown and fine to semi-fine; a
reddish-brown fabric appears in several sherds. The grits are frequently homogeneous and pinkish. Self-slip
is common. The paint is matte.

The number of shapes identified in this group can be reduced to plates, bowls with an outcurving rim,
and amphorae.

The shallow bowl/conical plate a-2100 with painted bands and a ring base is the only complete vessel of
this locus. It is a shape common both in the Simple Ware and in the painted ware, also true in the previous
levels. It is interesting to point out that the the vessel was painted on a wheel with the pot upside down, so
that the painted horizontal lines are not parallel to the rim line.

A116809 (pl. 86¢) is a much wider plate more common in the local assemblage in all groups. The paint
differs from the paint commonly used in this class in both its light orange color and the thick brush used
to apply it, which prevented the artisan from being able to make a better-defined pattern. Deep bowls with
an outcurving rim appear both in the usual “bell-shaped” form (A116793) and the later “narrowed” shape
(A116865; A116866, pl. 86a), which made its appearance in the previous level. The well known wavy line
decoration is applied on the external side of both vessels.

Several fragments of necked jars or amphorae (A134302, pl. 86i) mirror a large diffusion of this shape in
this group. Decorative patterns belong to the Mycenaean tradition, from a necklace (FM 72 tassel pattern
dated to the Late Helladic IlIc late; see Furumark 1941, fig. 71) at the base of the neck (A116798, pl. 86¢), to
oblique lines (A116799, pl. 86d), to hanging hooks at the base of the handle (134302, pl. 86i), to parallel lines
on the vertical handle and simple horizontal bands. While the vertical loop handle is the most common shape
for closed vessels, small ledge handles at the neck (A128623, pl. 86g) demonstrate a certain amount of variety
in the assemblage.

The patterns identified on body sherds do not change from those of the former period (spirals, ladders,
wavy lines and horizontal bands, necklace), though they do differ from the previous level in the absence of
the “close style.”

Only four fragments of Simple Ware were collected from this level. One of these was the small hole-mouth
bowl (A116787, pl. 86b), which stands out both because of its specific, uncommon shape and its burnished
surface treatment.

Painted Bichrome (5): All body sherds belong to closed vessels, decorated either with horizontal black
lines and red bands (116790, pl. 86f), or with oblique lines crossing each other, leaving squares filled with
red solid paint (A116799, pl. 86d). The fabric of all sherds is light brown with a fine to semi-fine texture.

Red Burnished (3): One foot of a large Red Burnished bowl (A134300, pl. 86h) and a ledge handle
(A116862). Both sherds are hand-burnished and have a red slip on their surface, which ranges from a brown
color on the foot to a matte red color on the handle.

Locus N-13_III

Among the twenty sherds of locus N-13_III (pl. 87) it is worth pointing out three pieces. The flat mouth of an
imported stirrup jar (A133432, pl. 87a) with painted spiral; a body sherd of a miniature white painted flask
with concentric circles (A133424, pl. 87b; see Gilboa 2003 fig. 11); and a Black on Red juglet (A133427, pl. 87d).
These fragments are all imports of different periods (Late Bronze Age I and Iron Age) and provenances;!®!
they were collected in this locus, which is certainly contaminated — for this reason, it is kept separated
from the other locus.

The Painted Monochrome ring base of the large bowl A133425 (pl. 87¢) belongs to a shape and decoration
well known in this assemblage.

101 Only by autoptic analysis can we suggest that the stirrup may also be from Crete (see Ben-Shlomo, Nodarou, and Rutter 2011 on the Ashkelon
fragment), while the white painted juglet can be considered as belonging to a Cypriot area.
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Phase N-O, Level I11_06

Figure 20. Level I1_06 architecture

The open space which in the previous level divided the northern from the southern structure is, in this level,
occupied by smaller rooms. Several pebble paving floors in this level indicate open areas, both in the eastern
part of the square near the slope and in the northeastern part; a third unit to the north was not completely
excavated. Several complete vessels were found in a room in this level; the room is located in between the
two former units;'%* the vessels and some objects found in this room were marked as belonging to cache
N-13/1 and will be discussed both in the general pottery assemblage and also separately as a whole finding.
Most of these complete vessels were either discarded or left in the Antakya Archaeological Museum; for this
reason, all observations are based on the negatives taken during the field season.

Locus N-13 _Ic

Imports (7): A large fragment (whole body and base) of a Black on Red juglet (26578, pl. 88d) and the base of
a second juglet (116830) were found in this locus. It is difficult to find comparisons for these two pieces, as
the rim and neck are missing; however, it is possible to point out similarities, in terms of both handle posi-
tion and decoration, with the juglets of the Black on Red I horizon (Gjerstad 1948, fig. 25 no. 10; Schreiber
2003, fig. 3 nos. 8, 9). The fabric is red and extremely fine, without inclusions.

Two fragments of hemispherical bowls (A116833, pl. 89b; A116832, pl. 89a) with high carination, glossy
slip on the interior, and reserved bands under the lip may belong to a group of Ionian cups (Cook and Dupont
2003, fig. 18.1) and consequently date to the end of the seventh century Bc. They also suggest a middle/late
Geometric Greek horizon (see Coldstream 2000, H36 p. 246; Coldstream and H. W. Catling 1996, vol 111, fig. 70
no. 20; Pfaff 1999, pp. 62-64, fig. 30); in particular, sherd A116833 has a gray color that resulted from high
firing, similar to the Euboean fragment found in level 8. The fabric here is also extremely fine, with very
thin walls and pinkish fabric.

The other sherds seem to belong to bichrome globular jars like the examples found in Area I (see pl. 41d;
pl. 27f, h), with a thickened external rim and flaring neck, decorated with several thin and definite horizon-
tal lines on the rim and on the neck. This morphology is probably similar to the complete vessel Ant_4385.

102 Due to the fact that Haines reproduced the plans which were drawn during the excavations, he left the number of caches in the final publication
indicating only the Arabic numeral of the cache but did not discuss them in the text. See Haines 1971, pl. 30c.
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A fragment of a bichrome bowl with a thinned lip and slightly outcurving rim is similar to those from the
assemblages of Bichrome III wares from Cyprus. The patterns of decoration are limited to horizontal lines
and bands, their surface has a white slip, the fabric is fine and orange, and the black paint is slightly faded
and tones to a light gray color. All imports suggest connections to the Protogeometric period and to the
Iron Age Il period.

Painted Monochrome (5): A conical plate (A116815, pl. 89d) and bowl with an outcurving rim indicate
a continuity in shapes from the previous levels. Two necked jars (A116811 and A116812) with thickened ex-
ternal rims (triangular or double) and vertical handles under the rim again belong to the painted amphorae
well known in the previous assemblages from this area.

Painted Bichrome (6): Most sherds from this class belong to closed vessels. Their surface was not treated
and the bichrome decoration, while keeping the standard of black lines and red bands, is less accurate and
definite (A116820, pl. 89c).

Red Burnished (4): The Red Burnished assemblage includes one complete conical plate with a simple
rim (a-1215) and a fragment of a large container with a fake handle and lugs (a-1264). In a-1264 (cat. no. 101),
the handle is completely attached to the body of the sherd and several lugs are applied under the everted
rim. The handle and body of a-1264 (cat. no. 101) have a vertical hand burnish, while a-1215 (cat. no. 104)
has a horizontal wheel burnish. The fabric of the two sherds in Chicago is reddish-gray with medium-sized
heterogeneous grit.

Simple Ware (3): A complete necked jar, single-handled, with a biconical body (a-1187) is similar to the
painted shapes and may indicate a possible standard shape; the biconical bowl with an apparently rounded
base (a-1258, cat. no. 106) and slightly thinned rim, on the other hand, seems to be uncommon in the general
assemblage from this level.

Cache N-13/1

Cache N-13/1 was found in a room in the center of the square (see fig. 20), “which yielded much pottery”
(OI Archive, Chatal Hoyiik locus cards). The group comprehends various objects — pottery, working tools
such as batons and rubbing stones, and personal objects (earrings or beads). Among the three vessels which
were documented in this cache, the Red on Black juglet (A26578, pl. 88d) seems to belong more to personal
equipment. The large krater fragment (a-1264) is one of the very few examples of “standard” krater shape
(following the Protogeometric tradition): its handle, shaped like an animal’s head (possibly a bull?), finds
comparisons with both another krater found in the nearby site of Zincirli (see Luschan and Andrae 1943,
pls. 20g, f) as well as with several middle Protogeometric kraters from the site of Lefkandi (see Popham,
Sackett, and Themelis 1979, pl. 19, p. 328 and pl. 17). These objects do not suggest a specific function for this
space. The other complete vessels belonging to this level were apparently not part of this cache, but rather
found scattered in the area.
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Phase O, Level I1_05

» z

Figure 21. Level I1_05 architecture

The structures assigned to this level extend over three squares for a surface of nine hectares and are or-
ganized in three blocks separated by two NW-SE oriented alleys, here called Alley_I1_05_south and Alley_
11_05_north; the latter keeps its open space character from the former period. The fragmentary nature of
these buildings allows for only a few observations. The orientation of the walls is identical to the orienta-
tion of the walls from the former period in square N-13; moreover, most of walls are just the same as in the
previous phase. The group of central smaller rooms (2 to 3 sq. m) identified in the previous levels (6 and
7) was replaced by larger rectangular rooms (9 to 17 sq. m), while three small-sized spaces were located in
the southern part of the excavated area. At least three units of two to three rooms each seem to form the
central block, while the northern and southern ones are very badly preserved. On the southwestern part of
the trench, a 1.3 m thick wall, with the remains of what may have been a squared pillar, runs along the edge
for a length of approximately 4 m. This may have been the mound wall in use during this phase, which is no
longer preserved further north due to the erosion of the slope. The existence of a mound wall in this area
in the previous phases is not attested, mainly because in the excavated square the slope was badly eroded.

The assemblages from the three excavated squares belonging to this level are limited: pottery materials
from N-13 were not collected at all, so no sherds are available from this square, but some artifacts are. Loci
M-13_IIIb and P-13_3 are the lowest excavated loci in these two squares and belong to this level, including
also the four sherds of M-13_III, which do not belong to a separate level. Due to the fact that these two main
loci are not adjoining each other and that the locus P-13 seems to include a large disturbed area, differences
and discrepancies in the assemblages will be pointed out.

Loci M-13_IIIb, M-13_III, P-13_03

Generally speaking, loci M-13_I1I and I1Ib provide an extremely limited number of sherds (twenty). The com-
bined sherds of the Painted Monochrome and Bichrome classes is equal to the number of sherds in the Red
Burnished class. The assemblages belong to the accumulation of earth both inside the smaller rooms in the
south and near the slope (I1I), as well as some deeper accumulations (11Ib) near the mound wall. The assem-
blage of P-13_03, being more numerous (fifty-three), shows clear standardized shapes for the Red Burnished
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class and few remnants of Painted Monochrome sherds; this assemblage comes from the accumulation in
the rooms in the northern section of the trench.

Imports (4): One Black on Red body part of a closed vessel (A127320, pl. 91d), a White Painted fragment
of a globular jar with pointed sides (A128513, pl. 90h), and a Bichrome body sherd of a closed strainer with
typical horizontal decoration (red band and black lines) are the only fragments which may indicate imports.
The fabric of these last two sherds is fine pale brown clay with heterogeneous grit, while the Black on Red
sherd has an extremely fine pink fabric.

Painted Monochrome (16): Two painted conical plates were found in the assemblage. One of them
has a strong incurving rim (A127325, pl. 91a) and a fine line decoration on the external side; it may imitate,
in shape and decoration, White Painted hemispherical bowls (see Gjerstad 1948, fig. XX no. 13). One deep
bowl with an outcurving rim (A127326, pl. 91b) and banded decoration, taken together with a fragment of a
necked jar with a thickened external rim, suggest a continuity of shapes from the previous period. Ring and
footed bases are common in this class (A127319, pl. 91i). The decorative patterns are limited to horizontal
bands except for one closed vessel with vertical ladders on the shoulder. Fabric consists of fine to medium
light brown clay, heterogeneous grit, and very often a straw temper. Paint is always matte and the surface
is very frequently slipped before being painted.

Painted Bichrome (4): Only body sherds of closed vessels with horizontal bands (A127322, pl. 91a) and
lines were found in this level. Among these, the fragment of a strainer jug (A127333, pl. 91g) with a sharp
carinated shoulder is the only identifiable shape. It is similar to the bichrome example from Beth Shemesh
(Bunimovitz and Lederman 2011). The fabric is identical to the fabric of the Painted Monochrome.

Red Burnished (44): The large number of rim sherds from this class allows us to point out several shapes
which can be considered typical for this assemblage. The conical plate with a rounded lip, simple rim, and
conical walls (A128486, pl. 90b; A127328, pl. 91e) is a very common shape; it reproduces, in the Red Burnished
class, the shape of Simple Ware plates from the previous levels. These plates are extremely large, with their
diameter ranging between 280 and 300 mm (A128481, pl. 90a).

Hemispherical bowls with an angular lip, simple rim, and hemispherical body (A128487, pl. 90c) occur
slightly less often, and have a smaller size than the plates (around 160-200 mm). Carinated bowls (A128488,
pl. 90e; A128491, pl. 90i) with flaring mouths, rounded lips, and possibly rounded bases are extremely com-
mon in these loci and all share a typical feature: in all sherds, the internal slip is eroded approximately 5 cm
under the rim. This feature may be the result of the bowls having held liquid over long periods of time, or
could be due to a process of fermentation. Deep bowls with a thickened internal rim (triangular in section)
and conical walls (A128469, pl. 90d) are a shape which seems completely new in this area, as these are more
vertical than the narrow bowls from the former period.

The shapes of this class are mainly open. For closed sherds, only the neck of a bottle (A128501, pl. 90g)
was found in this assemblage.

Elevated ring bases, together with vertical loop and double-stranded handles, are the frequent shapes
for this class. Fabric ranges from brownish-yellow to very pale brown, has a fine to medium-fine structure,
and very often shows a straw temper. The red slip surface treatment ranges from yellowish-red to reddish-
brown, and all sherds are burnished. Horizontal wheel-made burnish covers the external and internal sides
of all open vessels with the exception of two fragments, which are hand-burnished. Closed shapes, as well
as difficult elements such as handles and bases, are vertically hand-burnished. The Red Burnished material
from this locus therefore suggests that hand burnishing or wheel burnishing is not related to a chronologi-
cal difference, as Swift (1958, p. 70) suggested, but rather to the shape of the vessel. The figurative modeled
figure A127330 (pl. 91f) applied on a rim of a narrow bowl may be interpreted as a specific handle.
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Phase O, Level I1_04

Figure 22. Level 11_04 architecture

The excavated area from this level and upwards covers an extent of 1844 sq. m and comprehends several
groups of structures and unbuilt/open areas. In square N-12/13, a block made of three to four rooms extends
in part over the walls found in N-13, with the same orientation, same width of the walls and, as far as it is
preserved, same spatial division. The alleys found in the previous level are kept in use (Alley_I1_04_south and
Alley_I1_04_north) with the same size and orientation, and with a pebble paving in the northern one. Most
walls belonging to this level were built on top of walls from the previous level; the main change seems to be
the absence of the mound wall found in the former level. Several rooms, like the small one in M-13, remain
unchanged, as does a group of rooms in the east of the central block (square N-13). The northwestern part
of the section is almost completely devoid of structures and seems to keep this status in all levels, probably
because this area was used as cemetery in level 11_02.

The assemblages assigned to this level comprehend several loci. The richest ones are P-12_02 and P-13_02,
which are assemblages coming from a very poorly preserved area with no clear built spaces. It should be
pointed out here that a glass Phoenician pendant was found in locus P-12_02 (A48186, pl. 175), which dates
to the seventh century (see p. 242); this element, together with the imported Greek sherd A127469 (pl. 92e),
sets the dating for the accumulation of these loci to a quite late period, i.e., sixth century Bc. These chrono-
logical elements cannot be the decisive factor to date the whole phase 0O_Mid, but clearly show that this
specific locus P-12 may include some slightly later accumulations, probably as a consequence of the bad
state of preservation.

The locus indicated in Haines’s publication as N-12/1 (1971, p. 15) is listed neither in the cache list nor
in the field notebooks and will therefore be ignored in this analysis. The lack of pottery from square N-13 is
due to the fact that this square was initially dug with the aim of identifying representative structures in the
eastern area; only when the relevance of the pottery sequence became evident did archaeologists enlarge the
excavated area, including the neighboring squares which were consequently dug all at the same time. Due to
these differences among the loci, the pottery assemblages will be presented here divided into two groups:
the pottery from loci P-12_02 and P-13_02, which form a uniform assemblage coming from an open space
area, and the pottery from loci N-12_02c and N-12_03, which originates from the rooms in the central block.
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Loci P-13_02, P-12_02

The rich pottery assemblage (328) is made up mostly of Red Burnished ware, followed by Painted Monochrome
and Bichrome pottery and imported sherds. Simple Ware sherds, conversely, are almost entirely absent. This
is possibly the result of one of two elements: either the archaeologists completely neglected the Simple Ware
of these loci, even though they collected the Simple Ware of the older levels, or the assemblages really do
lack Simple Ware, perhaps because the Red Burnished took over the function previously fulfilled by the new
Simple Ware during these periods. Moreover, it should be noted that this assemblage originates from an open
area underneath a cemetery; it consequently may have been in part corrupted by the later graves.

Imports (19): A127469 (pl. 92e), together with 127471 and 127472, are definitely from vessels imported
from the Greek area. It remains unclear whether they are part of the same vessels, i.e., a Greek black kylix
with palmette and figurative decoration; however, the fragments do not join to each other, and the rough
black paint on 127471 does not fit with the detailed rendering of the figures on 127469. The style of the
palmette on the illustrated sherd seems to refer to a sixth century Boeotian horizon (see Gjerstad 1977, pls.
30-31) and seems to belong to a “group B,” which is dated to the late sixth century Bc (see Risser 2001, pp.
29-30, pattern no. 488; Pemberton 1970, p. 282).

A127467 (pl. 92k) is part of a Painted Bichrome closed vessel with extremely thin walls. The decoration
consists of concentric circles inside a larger circle. The surface is polished, and the sherd is similar to a
Cypriot Bichrome IV askos (see Gjerstad 1948, fig. XXXVI no. 9). The Bichrome small juglet (A127411 pl. 92j)
also belongs to the same horizon. Several sherds of possibly White Painted (III) barrel jugs with medium-
fine pink fabric (A128437, pl. 921; A128379, pl. 920) and deep bowls with a simple rim and concentric circle
decoration (A128375, pl. 92n) belong to a similar Cypriot horizon (IV). i.e., a Cypro-Geometric horizon; the
mechanically traced concentric circles also belong to this horizon.

Black on Red sherds are the most common imported class (A128417, pl. 92h; 128416, pl. 92i; 128404, pl. 92g;
127396, pl. 92b), with shapes ranging from the usual small juglets with bicurving necks to shallow bowls with
thinned rims, similar to Black on Red 11 (IV) groups (Gjerstad 1948, fig. XXXVII). The fabric is extremely fine
and orange, the surface is polished, while the red coat is extremely thin and covers an already reddish surface.

Painted Monochrome (77): The fabric of this class ranges from very pale brown to pink, with fine to
medium grain, and polychrome grit.

Hemispherical bowls/plates (A128400, pl. 93b) with either a thickened external rim and flattened lip or
(A128395, pl. 93¢; A127402, pl. 92d) an incurving rim are the most common open shape in this assemblage.
It combines the usual hemispherical bowl with a flat lip, which was a common shape in previous levels for
the Red Burnished class and, less often, the painted pottery class with the Cypriot hemispherical cups of the
White Painted IV tradition. The recurring decoration consists of horizontal lines and radial lines on the lip
and is definitely local; in several examples, however, it also imitates White Cypriot production (pl. 92d).

Bowls with an outcurving rim also occur in this level (A128407, pl. 93a), although in a very small number
and always in small sizes (as in the previous level; see pl. 91b), so that the vessels are more similar to small
cups. The usual middle-sized bowls with an outcurving rim have now a narrower opening (see A127400, pl.
92¢) and their profile seems to be strongly influenced by the shape of the Ionian cups and Cypriot White
Painted bowls (see Gjerstad 1948, fig. 31, 2a).

Deep bowls/kraters with a flattened and external angular rim (A128387, pl. 93g; A128394, pl. 93f) or
more thickened and triangular rims (A128393, pl. 93e; A127389, pl. 93h) are ubiquitous. They may belong
to amphoroid kraters or just deep bowls. More squat bowls (A128392, pl. 93i; and on a larger scale A134694,
pl. 93k) with an angular everted rim and a possibly conical or hemispherical body appear in this area for the
first time in this level. The shape of the whole vessel may be related to the bowls with a flaring rim of phase
N and S-shaped bowls of phase M; the zigzag decoration on the internal part of the rim may then recall the
radial decoration which characterized the bowls of phase N. The decoration of the body consists of horizontal
bands and lines, both on these large bowls and on the kraters.

The necked jar with a double rim (A128396, pl. 93m; A127390, pl. 931) is a shape which seems to be very
conservative from the previous levels, and is apparently the only closed shape of this class. The painted pat-
terns are mainly horizontal bands or lines, though more rarely there are wavy lines (on three sherds) and
crosshatched triangles. Any other painted patterns, as well as the reserved painted, have completely disap-
peared.
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Painted Bichrome (14): Only two rims were found in this class, both of them parts of necked jars. All
body fragments belong to large globular closed vessels; the decoration is limited to horizontal red bands
between black lines, very frequently somewhat roughly made. The fabrics of the sherds from this class are
fine to medium and have the same colors as the Painted Monochrome, rarely with straw temper. The surface
frequently has a self-slip and no traces of burnishing or polishing.

Red Burnished (195): This class includes the largest number of sherds and shapes. In general the fabric
does not differ from the fabric of the Painted Monochrome ware: very pale brown to slightly reddish-brown
clay with polychrome grit and fine to medium grain.

Among the open shapes, the usual conical plate (A128339, pl. 94a; A128331, pl. 94b; A128343, pl. 94c) with
a simple rim is extremely frequent. It maintains its two main sizes: a large size (diameter 360-260 cm), as
in A127358 (pl. 94e) and A128322 (pl. 93g), and a smaller one with a diameter around 15 cm (as in A128339,
pl. 94a). The large plates are much more common than the small ones, which seem to be limited to few pieces.

Shallow bowls with an angular outcurving rim (A128349, pl. 95a; A128350, pl. 95d; 128415, pl. 95b) are very
common and are frequently provided with ledge handles applied directly along the rim. The body is prob-
ably hemispherical, and there are two main sizes: a large one (diameter greater than 20 cm) and a smaller,
single serving one (around 15 cm). More common is that same shape with a simple thickened rim and flat lip
(A127355, pl. 94f; A128346, pl. 95¢; A127361, pl. 95¢; A127343, pl. 95g; A127361, pl. 95¢, A127344 pl. 95k); the
diameter of all examples quoted here seems to be standardized around 27 cm, with a few larger exceptions
(A128337, pl. 95h). Very few examples of hemispherical bowls with a thickened internal rim (A128352, pl.
95j) were collected in the assemblage.

These hemispherical bowls with a flat lip all range between 200 and 250 cm in diameter. Their extended
external rim allows a better handling of the vessel, although in some cases a ledge handle is added, especially
where the rim is not protruding (as in A128352, pl. 95j).

Hemispherical bowls with a thickened internal and pointed rim (A127342, pl. 94k) are also character-
ized by a thin ledge vestigial handle under the rim. A similar incision is also present in krater A127347 (pl.
94j), although it cannot be considered a handle but only a decorative element. The body is usually conical.

Bowls with an outcurving rim (A128340, pl. 94h; A127380, pl. 84i) imitate shapes already known in the
Painted Monochrome class. Bowls with simple carination are very rare (A127336, pl. 95i), as are S-shaped
bowls (A127349, pl. 97¢).

It is worth mentioning here that the hemispherical bowls with a simple rim (available in the previous
level) are not present in this assemblage; the hemispherical bowls that are available in this assemblage (and
they are not very common) instead feature more elaborated rims, such as the hollowed ones (A127397, pl.
96g). A simple rim with a long ledge handle underneath it (so that it appears double, as in A128347, pl. 96f)
starts to become common and also occurs on very flat bowls (A127339, pl. 96i).

Carinated bowls are very frequent and are provided with a flaring mouth (128425, pl. 97e; 128426, pl. 97f;
A128324, pl. 97b; 128329, pl. 97a), a shape which was found also in the previous level. Several sherds of this
shape in this level also bear a red slip, which is preserved only for approximately 4 cm under the internal
lip. A similar shape is also available on a larger scale (A128338, pl. 97g; A128335, pl. 97¢); the bottom part of
the vessel was probably conical (A128425, pl. 97d).

The hemispherical kraters (A128345, pl. 96e; A128341 pl. 96b), are large shallow bowls, frequently with a
partial slip (on the internal surface, rim, and only to the external rim as in A133928 pl. 34) and their hemi-
spherical shape reproduces on a larger scale the shape of the small hemispherical bowls (A128348, pl. 96c;
A128413, pl. 96h).

Several fragments of trilobate bottles (A128367, pl. 96m), of simple bottles (A127415, pl. 96n) are the only
closed shapes of this class. One fragment of a strainer jug (A127421 pl. 961) and a long open spout (A127413,
pl. 96j), which possibly belonged to a pouring bowl or a strainer jug, represent further closed shapes. Mainly
ring high elevated bases (A128362, pl. 97k; A128353, pl. 97n; A128354, pl. 97m) were employed for both open
and closed shapes. Footed bases are rare finds, simple rounded and convex bases (a128432, pl. 97j; A128433,
pl. 97i) are common, while disc or flat bases seems to be employed only in very small closed vessels (A128343,
pl. 971).

The surface red coat ranges from a deep reddish to a yellowish red, and covers, except for the hemispheri-
cal kraters, the whole surface of the vessels. Among the Red Burnished sherds, only six fragments show an
irregular burnishing, made by hand, while the majority show a horizontal wheel burnishing, which in general
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gives a shine to the surface similar to the polish treatment. As in the previous level, the closed vessels and
the plastic elements such as the handles bear a vertical burnish.

Simple Ware (8): Among the very few sherds of this class it is possible to point out the hemispherical
krater (A128388) and the short collared jars (A128415 pl. 98c). The bowl with simple carination does appear
also in the Red Burnished class (A128332 pl. 98b). Two miniature bowls (A128457 pl. 98d) were also part of
this assemblage.

Cooking Ware (1): Only one sherd, a pot (A127399 pl. 98a) with short collar and doubled, pressed exter-
nal rim, shows a coarse fabric with quartz grit. The shape is well known in phase M and N assemblages and
may not be representative for this level.

Loci N-12_03, N-12_02c, N-13_01la

Only five sherds were labeled with these loci, two of which are imported sherds, and one of which is a Painted
Monochrome complete vessel. This implies that the pottery was selected on the field and only the most rel-
evant pieces were collected, while the rest of the assemblage was discarded. Moreover, the kinds of collected
sherds clearly show that the assemblage is possibly mixed. The only imported sherd is a fragment of an Io-
nian cup with polychrome geometric decoration (A128127, pl. 92f); the Ionian cup possibly belongs to the A2
type (according to the typology of Villard and Vallet 1955, fig. 5) and dates to the end of the seventh century
(Cook and Dupont 2003, pp. 129-31). A complete single-handled jar with a strainer (A26822, pl. 88a), with a
white wash on the surface and flat base, is a shape commonly found in previous levels of this assemblage.
A Painted Monochrome large fragment of what was probably a pot stand with fine fabric (A128128, pl. 93j)
is decorated with geometric hatched triangles, a well-known decoration in slightly more ancient contexts.

Considering both groups of loci, there is an element which seems to indicate a clear chronological range.
Sherds of imported vessels (which do not belong to the same vessel) from all loci indicate a date sometime
in the end of the seventh or early sixth century Bc. This same date seems confirmed by the head of a statue
(Ant_3128, a-0878) found on the floor of locus N-13_Ia, which stylistically belongs to the Cypro-Greek style
of the sixth century (chapter 15).
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Phase O, Level 11_03
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Figure 23. Level I1_03 architecture

The structures of this level for the most part kept the same orientation and spatial distribution as the ones
of the former level: both circulation axes were kept in use as well as a large part of the walls. As the area
was large and relatively well preserved, several loci have been grouped as belonging to this level: those in
the north contained very few sherds (sometimes only one), while those to the south (M-12 and N-12 for
instance) were extremely rich.

Cache M-13/1 is located in a small room (5 sq. m) of the southern block near the slope. The room, which
also extended into square M-12, included twenty-two complete vessels and ten large pottery fragments, and
was certainly used as storage for tableware. The cache (see below) groups vessels of different styles: Painted
Monochrome jars, Red Burnished plates, and several Simple Ware and painted bowls. It was apparently an
assemblage of tableware for drinking and eating, along with one single storage jar.

Two loci were marked as being between 2 and 3 (M-12_02-03 and N-12_02-03); these loci possibly indi-
cate filling materials which could be assigned both to level 3 and to level 4. They will be described here, but
separately from the other, better-stratified loci inventories.

Loci M-12_03, N-12_02, M-13_Ia, P-13_la-b

Imports (7): Among the imported sherds, the fragment of a Corinthian aryballos (A127248, pl. 99d) shows
on its surface the rear parts of possibly a sphinx as well as several rosettes. The piece is very similar to an
aryballos found in Cyprus (Gjerstad 1977, pl. 26/1), assigned to the Early Corinthian period and eventually to
other fragments attributed to the Middle Corinthian Period (Amyx and Lawrence 1996, pls. 19 and 20). The
ware is extremely fine and pale brown and the paint is black with some elements painted in red.

A small fragment of an attic open vessel (A128524) with glossy black decoration, which clearly belongs
to black figures style, dates to the sixth-fifth-century tradition.'®® The deep bowl 127335 (pl. 99¢) with con-
centric circles and vertical triglyphs can be assigned to the Geometric Cypriot tradition, despite the absence
of a white slip surface treatment; the fabric is fine pale orange clay with straw temper (Gjerstad 1948, fig.
XXVIII no. 9). A127204 (pl. 99f) together with a second fragment (A127251) — both with white slip, black
painted geometric motifs, and pale orange clay — also belong to the group of imported Cypriot wares (in

103 The locus in which this sherd was found consists only of this one sherd; although stratigraphically it should be assigned to this level, it remains
very uncertain.
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this case Bichrome 1V; see Gjerstad 1948, fig. XXXI). A fragment of a juglet with a bicurving neck, together
with a fragment of an open vessel with concentric circles on the interior (A127261, pl. 99h) and elevated
ring base, belong to the Black on Red imported group. Their extremely fine clay is pale yellow without any
visible temper; decoration is limited to geometric elements.

One glazed sherd of a globular small jar was found in this locus (A128137, pl. 103a). It is hard to tell if this
vessel was imported, though it lacks any pattern of decoration which usually occurs in the local glazed pot-
tery. The 5Y7/2 fabric also differs from the local one and shows a medium grain size with no straw temper.
The globular form and the slightly pointed base may indicate an Assyrian provenance.

Painted Monochrome (33): Deep bowls with slightly outcurving rims and horizontal bands (A127205;
127233, pl. 99a) continue to be used and produced, although, as also stated for the previous levels, only in
smaller sizes. The hemispherical bowls with thickened rims were also found in this assemblage; they are
provided with a simple banded decoration and radial lines on the lip (A127239, pl. 99b), as was also the case
in the former levels.

Necked jars or bottles with incurving rims (A127203, pl. 99i) are very rare; a few body sherds of closed
vessels (A127259) seem to indicate that decorative patterns from previous phases were still in use. Few sherds
of large barrel-shaped jars, painted spouts, or stranded handles belong to this level. Several necked jars and
triangular rims belong to this group and were all decorated with a simple band on or underneath the rim.
The patterns are limited to horizontal bands or wavy lines (A127259, pl. 99k). The fabric ranges in color from
10YR7/3 to 7.5YR7/6 and in quality from fine to medium, sometimes with straw temper (ca. 30 percent). The
grit is usually polychrome, except for the rare extremely fine fabric. The painted bases are all elevated ring.

Painted Bichrome (10): Among the Painted Bichrome wares, the usual pattern with horizontal black
lines and red bands recurs, though this time on different shapes. The closed vessel 127256 (pl. 99j) also has
painted dotted triangles and dots in a row on its shoulder. The fabric is fine to medium, 10YR6/2 to 7.5YR7/3
in color, with polychrome grit and straw temper in four pieces. The same fabric is visible on Bichrome jar
A127253, which also employs local decorative patterns (like the necklace pattern, FM 72 tassel pattern dated
to the Late Helladic IlIc late; see Furumark 1941, fig. 71) but in two colors .

Sherd 127243 (pl. 99¢) strongly differs from the other sherds of this group in fabric, shape, and surface
treatment. It is a hemispherical bowl with a rounded thickened rim, extremely fine burnished surface, and
a decoration in black lines and red bands, the one right next to the other, which covers the interior and the
exterior of the rim. The burnish treatment, which was apparently carried out on top of the paint, makes the
surface almost lustrous, very similar to the red slip. The fabric is fine and pale brown (10YR5/3) with straw
temper and polychrome grit. It is an example of locally made ware, which seems to not imitate the Cypriot
or Levantine bichrome, but rather to represent a fine group of the red slip.!%*

Red Burnished (85): This group still includes the largest number of sherds and the highest variety of
open vessels of the inventory. The fabric of all Red Burnished has a color ranging from 10YR7/3 to 7.5YR7/3,
and from fine to medium-coarse (only on two sherds), with the majority of sherds having straw temper.

The assemblage includes shapes which were already standardized in the previous phases: conical plates
with a simple rim and ring base (A26528, pl. 100a; 127161, pl. 100g; 127166, pl. 100b; 127167, pl. 100c; 127159,
pl. 100d), hemispherical shallow bowls with a simple rim (A127179, pl. 100e; A127222, pl. 101h; A127225, pl.
101i) and in some examples with applied ledge handles (A127198, pl. 101d). Additionally, there are shallow
bowls with a flat and angular everted rim (A127160, pl. 100i) and hemispherical bowls with a flat lip and
thickened internal rim, in both small and large sizes (A127221, pl. 101f; 127244, pl. 101e); these bowls con-
tinue a tradition already visible in phase O levels.

Bowls with an applied ledge handle appear in two sizes (127186, pl. 101a; A127240, pl. 101c) and are very
common in the assemblage. In these examples, the ledge handles are thin and run almost along the whole
diameter, leaving just a small line between the ledge and the lip. The double rim on the hemispherical bowls
(A127246, pl. 991; A128136, pl. 102a) may derive from this stretched ledge handle.

Bowls with an outcurving thinned rim (A127175, pl. 101b) are found less often in the assemblage. Al-
though the carinated bowls with a flaring rim are common in the Simple Ware group (A116826, pl. 100k), this

104 No similar bowls were found among the bichrome of the Levant; see Gilboa, Sharon, and Boaretto 2008. The only comparable bowls were found
at Tell Tayinat.
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shape is also available in this level and class (A116827, pl. 100g; A127216, pl. 100h); it shows the same poor
preservation of the slip on the internal walls that has been observed in the previous level for the same shape.

Large bowls/kraters with a thickened rim also show an applied handle (A127196, pl. 102b); the handle is
termed “horned” due to the protuberances at the end of the ledge handle. These large hemispherical bowls/
kraters are more common in this level. Their rims may vary from flattened lips and everted rims (A127196,
pl. 102b), to hammer-shaped ones (A127169, pl. 102¢; A127184 pl. 102d; A127224, pl. 102e), to only incurving
ones (A127194, pl. 102f). Their diameter is always greater than 30 cm, and in some cases they have a red slip
limited to the internal part and the rim.!* The hollowed rim, which appeared in the previous level, is seen
in one fragment in this assemblage.

Very few closed Red Burnished vessels were collected, though for the first time in this area they do not
only consist of bottles but also short collared jars (A127218, pl. 102g; A127187, pl. 102h), which were previ-
ously common in the Simple Ware group. One fragment (127271, pl. 103e) may belong to an amphora, a shape
which is not common in this group.

Ring bases (as in A127870, pl. 109d) are the most common shape both for open and closed vessels. In a few
cases, pedestal bases for calices were identified both in Red Burnished (A116860, pl. 103¢c) and Simple Ware
(pl. 103d); in some cases, loop feet bases were found which belonged to open bowls (as in A127888, pl. 109n).

Red burnish is also applied to a small object (probably a figurine) with perforations (such as A127263,
pl. 103d) and to modeled handles (such as A116861, pl. 103f). A similar handle was collected already in level
11_05 (A116862).

Simple Ware (18): The fabric of this group ranges in color from 10YR6/3 to 5YR6/6 and from extremely
fine to medium in quality. The surface treatments vary, using both self-slip and burnish; the thickness of the
walls is also in some cases very thin. The shapes seem to reproduce the same ones from the red slip: carinated
bowls (A116826, pl. 100k) or large fake carinated bowls (127791, pl. 100f). The shape of A127791, however,
seems to imitate well-known Assyrian shapes (Anastasio 2010, pl. 12). A large footed sherd of what was pos-
sibly a bowl also belongs to this group; it is similar to the feet of the footed red slip bowls. Calices such as
A134667 and A116860 (pl. 103b) are seldom found in the Red Burnished class and are more frequent in the
Simple Ware group than in the Red Burnished one.

One large fragment of a storage jar with a large, squared, thickened rim and vertical loop handle belongs
to this inventory (A136603, pl. 103g).

It is interesting to note that a brooch (A26815) which belongs to Pedde’s (2000) type B4.1 (and conse-
quently is dated to a period from the mid-sixth century to the beginning of the fifth century Bc) would con-
firm the date of the Greek import, i.e., this locus and level 11_03 more generally belongs to a quite late period.

Loci M-12_02, M-12_03, N-12_02, N-12_03

The pottery assemblage from these two loci is in part contaminated, as it contains all sherds which could not
be clearly assigned to level 11_03 or 11_04. It has been included here due to the large number (428) of sherds
belonging to these loci, which seemed to be relevant for a better definition of the shapes, mainly the Red
Burnished ones, in these two levels. It is considered to be more related to the later levels.

Imports (19): The majority of the imported sherds belong to the Cypriot Geometric tradition; they are
decorated with concentric circles (A127824, pl. 104n; A128052, pl. 1041), have extremely fine very pale clay,
and have a burnished surface. Several fragments of a large barrel-shaped jar (possibly all belonging to the
same vessel) have a white wash and concentric circles. The black paint on these white painted sherds as
well on the bichrome deep bowls with a thickened rim (A127803, pl. 104m; 127815, pl. 104j) has faded to a
pale gray. Both groups belong to a Cypriot Bichrome or White Painted III-1V horizon, which possibly also
includes the closed bichrome vessel (A127833, pl. 1040). Additionally, the small fragments of small jars or
juglets (A127852, pl. 104a; A127851, pl. 104b), which are uncommon in this assemblage, may belong to the
Cypriot White Painted ITI-1V (Gjerstad 1948, fig. XXII, 9-13) production. Several sherds of Black on Red pot-
tery were found in these loci; besides the usual small juglets with bicurving necks (A127853, pl. 104d) and
decorated with concentric circles, there is also a large bowl or krater with a vertical handle (127819). The
fabrics of the Black on Red sherds range slightly, from very pale brown to pale reddish, and from extremely

195 The partial slip occurs at Chatal only in this shape.
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fine to fine. One base of a black glossy slip open vessel (128050, pl. 104h), which may belong to an Ionian cup,
is also part of this assemblage. A128647 (pl. 104e) is an Assyrian palace ware bowl (German “Dellenbecher”)
with a very high and flaring rim. It is definitely an import, considering both the pale fabric and thin walls
(see Kreppner 2006, Ware B).

Painted Bichrome (13): Most of the sherds in this group belong to large closed vessels with horizontal
black lines and red bands. On one shoulder of a closed vessel (128094, pl. 105i), several patterns common in the
monochrome painted pottery (such as dotted triangles) are combined in two colors. The fabric of the locally
made Bichrome sherds is pale yellow to very pale brown with polychrome grit and very seldom a straw temper.

Painted Monochrome (122): The large number of Painted Monochrome sherds indicates the continuity
in the production of this kind of pottery into later periods. Some shapes, such as the hemispherical bowls
with thickened rims (A128056, pl. 104k) and those with flattened everted rims (A127811, pl. 104g), are the
most common in the assemblage, while other shapes, such as the bowl with an outcurving rim, decrease in
number. This shape is not only rare but also always small in size (as in A127810, pl. 104p); this vessel has a
specific decoration with hanging wings, very similar to the vessel found in Area I (A122816, pl. 28¢) in the
same phase O context (see discussion on this pattern in chapter 3).

Kraters with a modeled or thickened rim (A127864, pl. 104f; A128067, pl. 104i) still have the same band
decoration with wavy lines as in all previous periods. Several fragments of necked jars with simple, double,
or thickened external rims (127884, pl. 104t; A127506, pl. 104r; 128057, pl. 104s) were found in the assemblage.
Decoration with a single band on the external rims, as wells as shoulder fragments with necklace (FM 72
tassel pattern dated to the Late Helladic Illc Late; see Furumark 1941, fig. 71) decoration (A127825, pl. 105¢;
128084, pl. 105h), palmettes (A127834, pl. 105f), and oblique lines (A128090, pl. 105g) demonstrate a continuity
of painted patterns on closed vessels. Only elevated ring bases were found in this class (A128041, plate105b;
A128042, pl. 105a; A127844, pl. 105¢; A127846, pl. 105d) for both open and closed vessels.

The fabric (very pale brown to pale yellow) varies from extremely fine to medium-coarse, with the vast
majority possessing fine fabric. The grit is always polychrome, while straw temper is seldom found. The sur-
face is usually not treated. Only the body sherd 127820 (pl. 105) shows a surface burnish and a violet paint
color, which clearly differs from the average sherds.

Red Burnished (244): The usual conical plates with simple (A127957, pl. 106f; A127774 pl. 106h; A127782,
pl. 106e; 127973, pl. 106¢) or squared (A127946, pl. 106g; A127962, pl. 106a; A127970, pl. 106d) rims continue
to be a very common shape; the walls are very thick and tend to thicken at the bottom, especially the shapes
with a ring or pedestal base.

Shallow hemispherical bowls with a thinned lip (A127953, pl. 107f; A127773, pl. 107h; A127754, pl. 107j;
127995, pl. 1071) continue to be made and bear a slightly lighter slip than the other shapes. These bowls were
produced both in small-sized vessels (A127593, pl. 107f) and in much larger ones (A127967, pl. 107g). Similar
hemispherical bowls with a biconical shape (as in 127788, pl. 107c and 127966, pl. 108d) and a slightly thick-
ened rim appear more rarely, though they too come in two sizes. In most fragments the biconical shape is
combined with a thickened everted rim; in some, it is combined with a ledge handle along the rim (A127971,
pl. 109g; A127792, pl. 109i; A127766, pl. 109m).

Few sherds of carinated bowls with a flaring rim (A128010, pl. 108k; A128129, pl. 1081) and of conical bowls
with a triangular or double/ledged rim (A127756, pl. 106i) still belong to the tradition of red slip burnished
in phase O. The carinated bowls with flaring rim are not so numerous in this locus; if we consider the cor-
roded internal slip as a feature typical for this shape, several other rim sherds, which are not big enough to
show a carination, can be assigned to this shape (127749, pl. 107i).

Conical bowls with a flattened everted rim (A127490, pl. 107e; A127965, pl. 107a) and “horned” ledge
handles directly applied on the rim (A128032, pl. 106j; A128134, pl. 108c) are very frequent in the assem-
blage. This shape shows some variations with a thickened external rim (A127989, pl. 107b; A127964, pl. 107d,
A127950, pl. 109¢; A127762, pl. 109k). Conical bowls with a thickened triangular internal rim and ledge handle
(A127504, pl. 107n; A128134, pl. 108c) are shapes which appear here for the first time.

Narrow bowls with thickened internal triangular rims and thin (127771, pl. 108b; A127722, pl. 108f;
A127732, pl. 108h; A127763, pl. 1070) or thick (A127867, pl. 108j) walls appear for the first time in the assem-
blage; the rim is thickened towards the interior, and small ledge handles were also attached to this shape.

Large deep bowls with a rounded thickened internal rim appear with a complete slip (127731, pl. 108g;
A127726, pl. 108e) or, as was more common, a partial slip (A127787, pl. 107m).
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Elevated ring bases (A127523, pl. 109f; 127870, pl.109d; 127873, pl. 1091) are most common, although loop
footed open shapes (A127888, pl. 109n) also occur. This level completely lacks flat bases in this group; A127520
(pl. 109a) can be considered the only fragment of a pedestal base. Stranded and horizontal “horned” handles
are the most common shapes, the former for closed vessels and the latter for open bowls. The only fragment
of an identifiable closed vessel in this group belongs to a small bottle with a high neck (A127885, pl. 109j).

A perforated small cup (A127878, pl. 109h) and a pointed small bottle (A127877, pl. 109c) may represent
two imitations of other shapes in this class. The pointed bottle in particular is very similar in shape and size
to the bichrome small bottles which were also found in the uppermost levels at the site; it is related to an
Assyrian horizon.

The interior burnish is usually horizontal, while the external burnish can be either horizontal or vertical,
or in some cases both. The fabric is the usual pale brown one, medium-fine with straw temper. The color of
the slip ranges from dark red to orange.

Simple Ware (25): The shapes of the Simple Ware horizon of this level do not differ from the shapes of the
Red Burnished group. Conical plates with a thickened angular internal rim (A127793, pl. 110f), hemispherical
bowls with a ledge handle under the rim (A127482, pl. 110a), and hemispherical bowls with an outcurving
flat lip (A127491, pl. 110i) are common shapes in the Red Burnished assemblage and were also produced in
Simple Ware (i.e., with a beige appearance). The same is true for biconical bowls (A127492, pl. 110b; A127792,
pl. 109i), some of them with a ring base and flat rim (127869, pl. 110); these, however, are more common in
the Simple Ware group.

The carinated squat bowls (A127503, pl. 110d; A134702, pl. 110l) are the only shapes which seem to be
typical for the Simple Ware group.

The narrow bowl with a flaring opening and squat globular walls (A127493, pl. 110g) represents a shape
uncommon for the site; it definitely belongs to the Assyrian pottery horizon (Assyrian goblets with S-shaped
walls and flaring rim; see Anastasio 2010, fig. 15). Its fabric is not particularly definite, being fine with thin
grit, and ranging from a reddish-yellow to a central pale brown core, and it is not possible to say with cer-
tainty that it is an Assyrian import. The amphoroid krater A127790 (pl. 110h) is one of the few closed shapes
in Simple Ware found in this level.

Cooking Ware (1): One sherd of a short collared jar with triangular everted rim (A127795, pl. 110j) and
rope pattern, extremely similar to the ones from the previous levels (also of phase N) but with a more globu-
lar body, is the only example from this class. The absence of a shell temper and very thin walls characterize
this fragment.

Cache M-13/1

The assemblage identified by cache M-13/1 was found inside a room located on the southern limit of the
area, extending throughout the whole room. Considering the large number of vessels (pls. 111-113 and cat.
nos. 108-118) and the types of vessels found, it seems possible that the room was used as a storage room for
the tableware employed in the building.

The cache includes several complete vessels belonging to different classes, which also seem to be directly
related to the shape of the vessels: Red Burnished and slip vessels are all conical plates (A26528, pl. 113d,;
pl. 111b-e) or footed bowls (pl. 111a), while the carinated vessels are both in Red Burnished and Simple
Ware (pl. 113e, f). Closed vessels, which are jars (single or double-handled), are all Painted Monochrome
with simple geometric decorations and the usual palmette under the handles (Ant_4408, cat. no. 109). In
this cache of pottery, a single large fragment of a Cypriot imported sherd of a deep bowl (pl. 113b) seems to
fix a terminus post quem for this cache to the seventh century Bc. This domestic cache also includes, as do
caches V-13/6 and /7 in Area I, a perforated open vessel. Two storage vessels in the room used for dry food
indicate that not only was the tableware stored here, but also probably food for everyday use.
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Phase O, Level I1_02
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Figure 24. Level I1_02 architecture

The sequence of the two uppermost levels is related only to the sequence in the square M-12, which is the
only area where the most recent sherds were collected. For this reason, this level consists of only one pot-
tery assemblage from a single locus. Several walls and patches of pebble paving form the structural remains
assigned to this level (Haines 1971, pl. 33); the walls follow the orientation of those of the previous level and
seem to define only three limited spaces in the southern area of the sector. The cache indicated in Haines’s
publication as M-13/3 is not related to a pottery assemblage; rather it defines only a specific space. The
graves marked in the publication are intrusive from the level above.

Locus M-12_02

Sixteen sherds form the assemblage of this locus, most of them fragments of red slip open vessels. Two sherds
(A127903, pl. 114b), which are possibly part of the same vessel, are considered here as being Cypriot imports
of a Geometric Bichrome vessel, possibly a globular jar with bichrome concentric circles.

The small glazed jar (A17391, pl. 88b) has a decorative pattern of pendant pentagons on its shoulder,
which seems to be typical for Neo-Assyrian pottery (see BM 116378, Curtis, Reade, and Collon 1995, p. 142, BM
reg. 1992, 0302.33), although this piece from Chatal Hoyik differs from the examples above in its rim shape,
which is not rolled. More similarities are visible with several pieces from Khirbat Khattuniyah, Khirbat Qasrij,
Sharqat, and Qasr Shamamuk (see Anastasio 2010, p. 33 and pls. 29 no. 4, 39 no. 14, and 50 no. 18). Compared
to other glazed small vessels which are considered part of a northern Syrian production, however, this object
shows stronger similarities to the Neo-Assyrian production. Thus, this element and its fine and pale gray
fabric seem to indicate it as being an import.

The Red Burnished shapes are identical to those from the previous levels: conical plates (A127893, pl.
114c), hemispherical bowls with a thinned lip (A127895, pl. 114e), hemispherical bowls with an everted angular
rim (A127892, pl. 114d), large bowls with a thickened external rim (A127890, pl. 114a), and narrow bowls with
a slightly thickened rim and biconical body (A127891, pl. 114f). The burnishing is very fine and the color of
the slip is only slightly paler than the slip of the sherds from the older levels.

One sherd of a large Simple Ware bowl with a ledge barbed handle and thickened rounded rim (A127889,
pl. 114g) represents the Simple Ware group; the ledge handle is also common in previous levels in all groups,
but the modeling of two barbs under it seems to be a feature of later periods and may imitate metal vessels
or metal handles applied to other vessels.
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Phase O, Level 11_01
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Figure 25. Level 11_01 architecture

The structural remains of this level show a very definite part of a single building, a large unroofed pebbled
area with a built drain system (M-12/2), and a row of rooms limiting it to the north. Among these rooms, one
(M-12/1) was completely excavated; the greater thickness of the mud brick walls of this structure, as well as
the baked brick threshold leading to the courtyard and the pillared opening to the room, are clear elements
of distinction in comparing it to the structures belonging to the previous levels. Moreover, the different
orientation of the walls seems to suggest a change of use in the area. The cuneiform tablet (b-0335, see ap-
pendix 1) and the pendant (A17367, see appendix 2) found in this level need to be considered as coming from
a disturbed context, as the tablet was found in the dumps of the accumulation on the floor of this structure.

The pottery inventory, which can be definitely attributed to these structures, is extremely limited be-
cause the above accumulation is related to the level 11_00; only one bowl and a small glazed vessel can be
counted. The glazed egg-shaped vessel (A56636, pl. 88c) seems to be related to a local glazed production,
while the Simple Ware bowl (A26857, pl. 116a) with a grooved rim and ring base has shape and size similar
to the Red Burnished bowls, though with a much finer surface and modeled base. Hellenistic sherds were
found in the accumulation on top of this level together with phase O material; this may suggest that the
phase of use of these structures extends to a much later period. Cache /2 comprehends only a single spindle
whorl (b-2890).
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Phase P-R, Level I1_00

Figure 26. Level I1_00 cemetery

This level comprehends all loci excavated directly under the topsoil and may consequently include assem-
blages which come from very different periods in time, considering that from squares M/N-12 the surface
sloped down in square P-12. No structures are connected with this level except for the graveyard (see Catalog
of Graves from Area II, p. 108), which was excavated only in the area of square P-12 and possibly also in the
squares N-9 and N-10. Because no goods were found in the sixteen graves, it is not possible to assign them
to a specific period; the indication for several graves as being Byzantine, which appear in the grave catalog,
was taken from the original documentation. However, no clear archaeological element seems to support this
dating except for the fact that they are all very similar, extended earth graves.

Loci P-12_00, P-12_01, M-12_00, M-12_01, N-12_00, N-12_01

Imports (10): The assemblage includes seven black glossy Greek imports (the skyphos A127929, pl. 115b;
A127931, pl. 115a; and the krater 127939, pl. 116c) and one fragment of an Ionian cup (A127545, pl. 117b);
these are the most recent objects in the assemblage and may suggest a date around the fifth century Bc. Bowl
A127541 (pl. 117d) follows the shape of an Ionian cup, keeping a simple monochrome decoration. One Red
on Black import is also part of the assemblage with a very peculiar shape: the large bowl A127542 (pl. 117a)
has a slightly carinated shape, much like the local production or the Cypriot Black on Red 11 (IV) ware (as in
Gjerstad 1948, fig. XXXVII.10).

Bichrome (5): Two bottles with a pointed base (127283, pl. 115) and horizontal bichrome painted bands
stand out in the assemblage; this shape has no comparison in previous levels. The black paint of the bichrome
one has the same faded nuance as the imported white painted vessels found in previous levels, and may
indicate an imported element. These are small pyriform bottles which can be probably compared to similar
small pyriform bottles such as A26769 and A127940 (pl. 115h), which may belong to the same morphological
type. This type is well known in the Neo-Assyrian repertoire (Hausleiter 2010, pl. 93 and pp. 313-14) and
became common from the mid-eighth century onwards. Both the shape of A127940 (pl. 115h), with a slightly
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rounded bottom, and the pointed one (A127283, pl. 115g) are common in the “late Neo-Assyrian period,” (i.e.,
during the seventh century BC).

Painted Monochrome (45): This group is still the largest in the assemblage. The krater A127305 (pl. 115¢)
shows a decoration with ivy vines, which is well known in the Corinthian production (Risser 2001, table 1, pp.
25-27) and dated to the fifth century Bc.'°® Bowls with an outcurving rim (A127910, pl. 115c¢) in their narrow late
version and large amphoroid kraters (A134700, pl. 115i) are both common shapes in this assemblage. The krater
(A127539) with a painted lotus decoration (pl. 117¢) and squared outcurving rim belongs to the same east Greek
tradition as the Ionian bowls and dates to the end of the sixth century.

Red Burnished (43): Several well-known shapes were collected in this assemblage, such as the hemispherical
bowls with an everted rim (127915, pl. 116d), shallow bowls with a ledge handle on the rim (127299, pl. 116e), shal-
low bowls with a ledge under the rim (A127668, pl. 117h), hemispherical bowls with an incurving rim (A127916, pl.
116b), carinated bowls (A127287, pl. 116h), and large kraters with a rounded thickened rim and partial slip (A127315,
pl. 116g).

Among the Red Burnished pieces, it is important to point out the S-shaped bowl A127547 (pl. 117g) with a
bull-shaped handle; the handle is identical to the one in a-1264 and belongs again to a Protogeometric horizon
and Greek influence. The shape of the handle was found also at other neighboring sites, such as Zincirli; the vessel
from Zincirli (Luschan and Andrae 1943, pl. 20g, h), however, bears a painted pattern as in Lefkandi (Lemos 2002),
while the red burnishing on the piece from Chatal may represent a local adaptation.

Object A127942 (pl. 115d) seems to be a modeled part applied to a Simple Ware carinated vessel, though it was
not possible to identify a specific figure or shape.

196 Similar decoration was also identified at the nearby site of Al Mina (see Woolley 1938, fig. 10) but also in the Late Helladic Ila production (see FM 12).
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Catalog of Graves from Area II

b-s-01 Locus:
11_00_Gr Phase:
Intrusive to 1st

— Direction:

Not located Type of burial:
Adult Preservation:
Only broken skull.

b-S-10 Locus:
11_00_Gr Phase:
Intrusive to 1st

- Direction:
Extended Type of burial:
Infant II Preservation:

N-12, intrusive

09_P-S

Too badly broken

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

55° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

Very poor

Head straight and tilted downward. Arms at sides, left
hand on left pelvis, right hand and lower arm missing. Legs

straight.

b-s-11 Locus:
11_00_Gr Phase:
Intrusive to 1st

— Direction:
Extended Type of burial:
Mature Preservation:

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

85° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

Very bad

Head straight and tilted slightly forward. Elbows at sides. Left
arm bent to bring hand over and just above left pelvis. Legs

extended, feet normal.

b-S-12 Locus:
11_00_Gr Phase:
Intrusive to 1st

— Direction:
Extended Type of burial:
Adult Preservation:

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

60° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

Head straight and tilted slightly downward. Elbows at sides,

arms folded.

No image
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b-s-13
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

No criteria

b-S-14
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended

b-S-15
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended

b-s-16
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended
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Locus:

Phase:

Direction:

Type of burial:
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Direction:

Type of burial:

Preservation:

Locus:

Phase:

Direction:

Type of burial:

Preservation:

Locus:

Phase:

Direction:

Type of burial:

Preservation:

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

45° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

Poor

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

75° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

75° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

Poor

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

60° west of S

Inhumation,
extended
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b-s-18
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended

b-S-20
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended

b-S-22
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended

b-s-25
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended
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Phase:

Direction:

Type of burial:

Preservation:
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Type of burial:
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P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-§

60° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

75° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

70° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

45° west of S

Inhumation,
extended
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b-s-26
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended

b-S-27
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended

b-S-28
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Flexed, left

b-S-32
11_00_Gr

Intrusive to 1st

Extended
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Locus:

Phase:

Direction:

Type of burial:

Preservation:

Locus:

Phase:

Direction:

Type of burial:

Preservation:

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

85° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

50° west of S

Inhumation,
extended

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

45° west of S
Inhumation, flexed

Head missing

P-12_01, intrusive

09_P-S

Inhumation,
extended
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a-S-11 Locus:

11_08 Phase:

SE

— Direction:
Flexed or semiflexed  Type of burial:
position

— Preservation:
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N-13_II

04_N_Mid

About 30° west of N

Inhumation, flexed

Broken

This burial is a few broken long bones which seem to
have been destroyed by the building of a later wall, or by
an animal hole. The body was in some sort of flexed or
semiflexed position, probably on its right side.

a-S-12 Locus:

1108 Phase:

SE

— Direction:
Semiflexed on left Type of burial:

side

Mature male Preservation:

N-13_1I

04_N_Mid

80° east of N

Inhumation, flexed

Not bad for the long
bones

Left leg drawn up and bent to less than a right angle. Head on

left side looking slightly down.

b-S-43 Locus:

11_08 Phase:

93.32 m above plain  Direction:
Flexed, on stomach  Type of burial:
Adult Preservation:

N-13_IIc

02_M_Late

60° east of S
Inhumation, flexed

Quite bad, skull
broken by peakman

Head on left side, looking slightly up. Right arm sharply bent,
elbow at side, hand under chin. Left arm bent to bring elbow
under right ribs, and hand under upper cervical vertebrae.

Deposit of salt on bones.

No image
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b-S-49 Locus:

11_10 Phase:

Close to mound edge

92.88 m above plain  Direction:
Flexed, on stomach  Type of burial:

Mature Preservation:

N-13_IIc

02_M_Late

South
Flexed

Very bad, too
crumbly to keep
original form.

Head on right side and looking upwards. Arms both acutely
flexed, left elbow 15 cm from end of left ribs, right elbow
under right ribs. Vertical axis of pelvis is a 45-degree angle
to axis of vertebrae. Right femur disarticulated, distal end
approaches left femur. Left femur normal in pelvis. Patella
present, lower leg gone. Head and right shoulder rest on a

large piece of basalt.

b-S-59 Locus:
11_10 Phase:
- Direction:

Semiflexed, on left Type of burial:
side

Infant II Preservation:

N-13_IIc

02_M_Late

70° west of N

Inhumation, flexed

Very bad

Infant I1. Head looking halfway over to the left. Right arm
akimbo so as to bring hand on lower right ribs. Left humerus
at side, and left hand by left hip. Legs more or less flexed, but
as the lower bones are gone, extent of flexing not certain.

Dentition 1-4 both sides.

b-S-60 Locus:
11_10 Phase:
— Direction:

Flexed, right side Type of burial:

Infant II Preservation:

N-13_IIc

02_M_Late

40° east of N
Inhumation, flexed

Quite bad, skull in
very bad shape

Head on right side and tilted down and into ground. Legs
abruptly flexed, left over right. Elbows at ribs, left hand in

front of jaw, right hand to under jaw.
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Grave:
Level:
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b-S-62 Locus:

I_11 Phase:

Haines assigned it to level 13

Direction:
Flexed, left side Type of burial:
Mature male Preservation:
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N-13_10

02_M_Late

20° east of S
Inhumation, flexed

Fair

Head on left side and looking down. Elbows at sides, left hand
extends down under left leg to left foot. Right arm crosses
body over stomach to bring hand under left lower ribs. Legs
abruptly flexed with knees pointing left, and feet brought up

under pelvis.
b-S-63 Locus:
111 Phase:
Haines assigned it to level 13
92.304 m above plain  Direction:
Flexed, left side Type of burial:

Infant I Preservation:

N-13_10

02_M_Late

20° east of S

Inhumation, flexed

Head on left side and looking down; knees point left and legs
are abruptly flexed, bringing feet up under and to the left of

pelvis.
b-S-64 Locus:
1_11 Phase:

Haines assigned it to level 13
91.784 m above plain  Direction:
Flexed, right side Type of burial:

Adult male Preservation:

N-13_10

02_M_Late

20° east of N
Inhumation, flexed

Very bad in the
animal hole area

Male, head on right side. Elbows at sides and arm flexed as
to bring hands together, clasping under and to right of jaw.

Legs abruptly flexed, knees point right, feet below pelvis. The
whole body is slightly rolled onto the right side.
Animal bone found to the right (in place?).
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b-S-65 Locus: N-13_10
1_11 Phase: 02_M_Late

Haines assigned it to level 13

92.159 m above plain  Direction: 70° east of S
Flexed, right side Type of burial: ~ Inhumation, flexed
Mature female Preservation: Very bad

Head looks right and is tilted upward so that chin rests
squarely on right shoulder. Right elbow at side, right forearm
extends vertically upwards, and fingers have fallen down

out of place onto ribs. Left elbow is slightly away from body,
bringing hand over right breast. Upper legs extend down
along body axis, but lower legs bent at right angles to them
to bring feet off on the left. Female.

b-S-66 Locus: N-13_10
.11 Phase: 02_M_Late
Haines assigned it to level 13

91.799 m above plain  Direction: ca. W

Cut by animal hole Type of burial:  —

Adult Preservation: Very bad
b-S-67 Locus: N-13_10
1_11 Phase: 02_M_Late

Haines assigned it to level 13

92.124 m above plain  Direction: ca. W
No record. Type of burial: ~ —
Infant Preservation: Very bad

Not certain but flexed with skulls resting on right side. May
be a pair of infants which were not noted.

No image

115



oi.uchicago.edu



oi.uchicago.edu

CHAPTER 5

Area IVa: Stratigraphy and Related Materials

The excavated extent in this area, which is located on the southern part of the mound, occupied 987 sq. m in
the uppermost levels and 150 sq. m in the bottom ones. The excavations in this sector started in November
1934 because the archaeological evidence brought to light in the trench dug in squares H-4 to H-10 was very
promising: the partial structure which was encountered in this trench caused archaeologists to believe that
this sector might comprehend architectural remains that had a function different from the remains found
in the rest of the acropolis. Haines (1971) also grouped the structural levels into sublevels (2a-b and 2b-c)
which do not correspond to the same sequence of the loci as they were excavated (see table of correspon-
dences, pl. 118). This sequence has been reconstructed based on both the notebooks and the object register,
and several changes were performed to Haines’s building levels sequence.

It is interesting to point out that although the quality of the pottery coming from this site is higher
than in the rest of the settlement, no caches were found in the levels from this area, i.e., no materials were
found in primary contexts.

Phase N_Mid/Beg, Level IVa_05

Figure 27. Level IVa_05 architecture

The structures belonging to this phase consist of several mudbrick walls limiting two rooms to the west of
the trench (which for the extent that was excavated are equal in size) and a large unbuilt pebbled area to
the east. The connections between the rooms and the pebbled area are not archaeologically evident due to
the lack of openings in the structure; however, their floors do seem to be at the same elevation.
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Locus J-9_05

The assemblages belonging to this level were grouped in one locus, with finds coming from both the open
area and from the two rooms. Only for one small find (bead A54479) was the locus indicated as being J-9_05_
Floor; this means that none of the sherds were found on the floor, but rather in the earth deposits on top of
it. The assemblage consists of forty-three sherds mainly belonging to the Painted Monochrome class.

Two sherds can be interpreted as imports, as their fabric and surface treatment clearly differ from the
local fabric and surface treatment. A137031 (pl. 119j) is a plain red painted foot of an open vessel, with fine
reddish-brown fabric, straw temper, and homogeneous brown grit; it is not burnished. The foot is solid and
opens at the base into what is probably a trumpet-shaped base. This piece has similarities with the mono-
chrome plain Kylix of the Late Helladic Ilic late horizon (Mountjoy 1986, fig. 252). The other small body
fragment (112735) belongs to a milk bowl in the White Slip II tradition, with the usual dark gray, extremely
fine fabric.

Painted Monochrome (30): Hemispherical plates with thickened inverted rims (A112753, pl. 119¢)
are well distributed in the assemblage; they find several comparisons with sherds from other areas and are
identical to shapes in the Simple Ware group. In this assemblage, radial painted lines decorate the lip, and
the decorative patterns on the surface are limited to horizontal lines and bands. The rim on vessel A112746
(pl. 119d) may belong to a pot stand, as it is completely absent in the usual morphology of the conical bowls.
Bowls with an outcurving rim (S-shaped or bell-shaped) also occur here, both with painted patterns (A112744,
pl. 119a) and with plain paint and reserved lines (A112747); the bowls with plain paint have a more globular
body shape.

Large body sherds of kraters were found in the assemblage, but due to the lack of rims it is not possible
to reconstruct their shape. Among the closed vessels, there is a sherd of a small jar with a basket handle
(A112755, pl. 119i). This sherd probably belongs to a feeding bottle; while locally produced feeding bottles
usually have a vertical loop handle, the basket handle seems to be related to the Mycenaean world and has
similarities with other examples dated to the Late Helladic Ilic late or Sub-Mycenaean horizon (Mountjoy
1986, figs. 266, 246). Several fragments of large necked jars with vertical flat loop handles are found in this
assemblage and suggest the presence of large storage or transport jars. Sherd A112731 (pl. 119e) in par-
ticular shows not only a painted decoration but also two conical modeled applications at the base of the
sherd. The rim of this shape is thickened and external (triangular) and slightly incurving, as seen on sherd
A112725 (pl. 121b), which belongs to the Simple Ware group. Fragment A112722 (pl. 119f) is a fragment of a
globular pilgrim flask; it features large concentric decoration on the surface of each side rendered in dots
and a Malta cross at the center.

The painted decorative patterns in the monochrome group are manifold. Besides the horizontal bands
used mainly on the hemispherical plates and under the rim of the outcurving-rim bowls, swirls and spirals
are frequently used in connection with vertical handles on closed vessels. The krater or, more likely, pot stand
fragment A112721 (pl. 119g) has a decoration of concentric triangles on a register along with several other
patterns, unusual in the local Painted Monochrome. The vertical N pattern (FM 60) and the stemmed spirals
(FM 51) are surely Mycenaean patterns, although they do appear very rarely in the general Late Helladic
Illc production, and at least the N pattern seems to be more common during the Late Helladic I1la period.
Moreover, this vessel bears an impressed decoration with lozenges, which run between the two painted
registers.

Zigzag and wavy lines (A112739), triglyphs (A112740), and a large “butterfly” (opposing triangles) pat-
tern (A112723, pl. 120a) are all motifs employed on kraters or large jars from this assemblage. The patterns
are frequently combined together on registers divided by horizontal bands. Metope filled with semicircles
(A112743, pl. 119h) or concentric semicircles also occur on sherds from this assemblage. In general, the
patterns and shapes used have strong comparisons with the pattern inventory of the Late Helladic Illc late
tradition.

The fabric is pale brown to reddish-brown, fine to medium-fine with heterogeneous grit; organic temper
is found on ten sherds, while a shell is visible on just one sherd, indicating a casual inclusion. Self-slip is
clearly visible on thirteen sherds, while burnish is present only on one sherd.

Simple Ware (4): Hemispherical plates similar to the Painted Monochrome ones are found in the assem-
blage (A112726, pl. 120b), this time with pods.The presence of a fragment of a fake carinated bowl (A112758)
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in the assemblage may move the date of the locus to a slightly later period than the one indicated by the
Painted Monochrome.

Fabric is pale brown to pink, fine to medium-fine, with heterogeneous grit and straw temper in two
sherds. A self-slip is used on three sherds.

Cooking ware (5): Pots with biconical walls, thickened external rims (triangular or rounded), a vertical
flattened loop handle, and what is probably a rounded base (as in pl. 121c) are the standard type for this
group in this assemblage; the large fragments of the pots A112727 (pl. 121a), A137030 (pl. 121d), and A27011
(pl. 121c¢) are good representations of this specific shape in small, medium, and large sizes. The rim diameters
range from 120 to 300 mm,; the shape is unchanged regardless of the diameter.

The color of the fabric ranges from brown to yellowish-brown, medium to medium-coarse with shell
temper in all sherds, a feature which seems typical for the phase N middle levels in Areas I and II. The sur-
face is not treated.

Phase N, Level IVa_04

Figure 28. Level IVa_04 architecture

According to Haines’s levels, two separate trenches uncovered architecture belonging to the same period.
The trench in J-9 is only slightly larger than the one in level 5 and shows two mudbrick walls which were not
connected to each other (see fig. 28, above). The two walls, the stone structure to the west of the trench, and
the pebble paving in the northwestern corner were found at different elevations. The walls follow an orien-
tation similar to the one from the previous period, but it is not possible to establish any kind of relationship
among them.

Haines (1971, pl. 35b) assigned the structures found in square H-8 to this level, implying a coexistence
of the structures in both squares based on the elevation of the earth floor in H-8. This does not seem to be a
valid criterion, as there is no additional evidence to support this coexistence. While overlapping the levels
in AutoCAD, it became evident that the walls, which were found in H-8 and were assigned to level 4, actually
belong to level 3: their orientation perfectly fits with the other structures of square J-9 in level 3 (see next
paragraph). Moreover, the uppermost mudbrick layers of the same wall oriented NW-SE were found and il-
lustrated as belonging to level 3, and yet, a sequence of floors using the same wall over two building periods,



oi.uchicago.edu

120 EXCAVATIONS IN THE PLAIN OF ANTIOCH 111

which could have explained the gap in the level assignation, was never identified. Therefore, only the loci of
the two walls excavated in trench in J-9 are presented here as belonging to level 4, while the structures from
H-8 will be discussed with level 3.

Locus J-9_04

The assemblage is relatively small (26) and consists of mainly Painted Monochrome sherds. Three fragments
were identified as being possible imports due to their fabric and surface decoration.

A112720 (pl. 122¢) is a spouted hemispherical bowl which is very atypical in shape, surface treatment,
and fabric: the shape reproduces a spouted bowl carinated with a modeled body, similar to the fluted metal
bowls with chiseled tongues (see in general Sciacca 2005; Lehmann 1996, Form 484 in metal and 89 in pot-
tery; Matthius 1985, pl. 30). The carinated body and the very thin walls find comparisons with the carinated
Assyrian bowls (see Anastasio 2010, pl. 43.3); however, the presence of the spout makes this shape a unicum.
The fabric is extremely fine and the burnish surface treatment is uniform, giving the sherd a shiny appear-
ance. The pale brown color of the fabric and the heterogeneous grit would suggest a local origin; however,
the surface treatment and the thickness of the wall do not find any comparison with the local production.
The small sherd A112714 (pl. 124a) is similar to the previous fragment in fabric and wall thickness. It is a
rounded Simple Ware base with a very low central internal spike, and has very thin walls with a pale brown
fine fabric and external pinkish slip.

Sherd A122032 (pl. 123a) is a Painted Monochrome large closed vessel with reddish-yellow medium-fine
fabric and a fine whitish slip on the surface. Shape is globular with an angular small flat loop handle on the
shoulder. The body is decorated with a row of arcs on a horizontal band and with several parallel horizontal
lines; the shape and decoration may belong to a shoulder-handled amphora of Late Protogeometric or early
Geometric tradition (see Lemos 2002, p. 62; Boardman 1998, fig. 26; Coldstream 1968, pl. 1a), while the decora-
tion clearly still belongs to a Protogeometric horizon. This shape with the vertical handles on the shoulder
is believed to appear first at the end of the Late Protogeometric period, i.e., around the end of the tenth
century to the beginning of the ninth century Bc (see Desborough 1952, p. 37, pl. 16 no. 150) and, therefore,
provides a good terminus post quem for the locus.

Several body sherds (A27007, pl. 122b) belong to large closed vessels, which show a narrow decoration
on the shoulder: horizontal bands and lines divide the surface in registers which are filled with concentric
arcs in a row, triangles in a row, and lozenges. The empty spaces between the geometric patterns are also
partially filled with paint so that the general impression is of a “narrow” decorative style. Concentric circles,
horizontal bands, and horizontal wavy lines are the most common decorative patterns. The best comparisons
for shape and decoration are with Protogeometric amphorae (see Boardman 2001, fig. 4) from the Greek area,
which are dated to the end of the eleventh century Bc.

Painted Monochrome (17): Very few rim sherds were found in the assemblage. One of these sherds
came from a large bowl (340 mm in diameter) with a squared rim, hemispherical walls, and elevated ring base
(A112994, pl. 123d). The painted decoration (horizontal band) is limited to the lip, and the surface bears a
self-slip. The shape occurs in general very rarely. A112718 (pl. 123c) is an open vessel with a high-footed base
and concentric irregular decoration on the internal face; the rim is not preserved. Painted monochrome bowls
with an outcurving rim and horizontal loop handle (bell-shaped bowls), which are very common in phase N
contexts, were produced in this area, as evidenced by a waster (A42998) of this shape, found in this context.
Only one other rim fragment provides a clear shape for the Painted Monochrome group. It comes from a deep
bowl with a simple rim and cylindrical walls. One body fragment with whitish slip decorated with concentric
circles and a knob at the bottom may indicate a globular jar or pilgrim flask.

The fabric of the Painted Monochrome ranges in color from pale brown to light brown, with heterogeneous
grit and fine to medium-fine paste. The surface is self-slipped on five sherds, while no burnish is visible.

Painted Bichrome (1): Only one body sherd of a bichrome closed vessel was found in this assemblage;
it is decorated with a red horizontal band and black lines crossed by a swirl or palmette.

Simple Ware (3): A horizontal hemispherical bowl with a thickened external rim and horizontal ledge
perforated handle (A112995, pl. 124c) is similar in shape to the painted hemispherical one described above.
A fragment of what is possibly a large pedestal with a double rim (A137037, pl. 124b) and a fragment of a
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lamp are the only two other sherds from this group. The fabric is pale brown and includes straw temper,
while the surface is self-slipped.

Cooking Ware (2): The shapes of the cooking vessels found in this assemblage are very different from
the ones found in the previous level; hole-mouth pots with simple squared rims, spherical walls, and vertical
strap handles (A137038, pl. 123b) have thinner walls than the previous cooking pots and lack any shell temper.
The rim diameter ranges between 160 and 220 mm, while the fabric is medium to coarse with whitish temper.

Phase O_Beg, Level IVa_03

Figure 29. Level IVa_03 architecture (foundations of the later structure in lighter gray)

The excavated area belonging to this level covers approximately 200 sq. m and extends over J-9, J-8, H-8, and
H-9. Haines reconstructed two levels (3a and 3b) due to a major difference in floor elevations. The pebble
floors in J-9 were at elevations 1 m apart (93.25 and 92.27); however, they belong to two structures not con-
nected to each other, which were exposed in the northwest and in the southeast of the square. The pebble
floors found to the west of the trench were assigned to the bottom level (03b), while those found in the
eastern area of J-9 belong to the upper level (03a). These two sub-levels correspond to the two loci J-9_03
and J-9_02, whose materials will be presented here separately.

Analyzing all of these structures together, we may consider these two levels as being only two subphases
of the same building period. The remains of this period show a large area which was apparently open and
paved with pebbles. However, all structures belonging to this level were brought to light without removing
the large structure of level 2, meaning the apparent emptiness of square J-9 may be due to the still-standing
foundation of the later building.

Archaeologists found a large kiln in 