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PREFACE

Until recently, the lower Euphrates basin in southeastern Turkey had remained closed to research. The
region was virtually unexplored, an archaeological terra incognita. This situation was particularly regrettable
since downstream in northern Syria recent archaeological work along the Euphrates basin had demonstrated
beyond doubt the historical importance of the area. A dramatic change occurred in the second half of the 1970s
as a result of the announcement of plans by the Turkish government to build two additional dams on the
Euphrates river as part of its long-term development program for southeastern Anatolia, the Giineydogu
Anadolu Projesi. This allowed comprehensive surveys to be made of the areas and sites to be destroyed by the
rescrvoirs of the dams in question, the Karakaya and Karababa (now Atatiirk) dams, and ultimately for the
start of an international archaeological salvage effort within the reservoir areas. As part of this effort a number
of Turkish and foreign expeditions were fielded, and as a result of their work a much clearer picture than was
heretofore possible of the archaeological history of an important region of the northern periphery of the Fertile
Crescent has begun to emerge.

It is in this context that the Chicago Euphrates Archaeological Project of The Oriental Institute of The
University of Chicago should be understood. It conducted excavations at one of the threatened sites, Kurban
Hoyiik, and carried out surveys of its immediate environs. The site is located in the lower portion of the
Karababa reservoir arca and is one of several sites that hold the key for understanding the archaeological
sequence of the lower portion of the Euphrates basin in southeastern Turkey. A complete picture of that
sequence will only be possible when final reports are produced for important nearby sites, such as Samsat (the
ancient metropolis of Samosata), Lidar Hoyiik, Gritille Hoyiik, Hassek Hoyiik, and Tille, among others. Of the
sites being investigated Kurban offers neither the longest sequence, nor the broadest exposures overall, but
what it does offer is a carefully excavated cultural sequence spanning the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze periods
in the region, as well as the largest exposures yet available for the urban florescence of the Early Bronze Age
in the Turkish lower Euphrates area and its decline—a phenomenon paralleled in regions farther afield in
northern Syria and northern Mesopotamia.

As detailed at greater length in the Introduction, it was the expedition’s director, Leon Marfoe, who
conceived and organized the project. He is responsible too for the intellectual framcwork that underlies the final
report on the project results. The present volume is the second of a planned series of three volumes. It plunges
directly into a thorough discussion of the results obtained for the major vertical operations at the site and the
resulting sequence. The task of putting these results into their regional sctting is addressed in it only briefly,
since a more detailed treatment of that subject appears in Volume I (OIP 109) of this series. The third and last
volume, now in preparation, will include a variety of specialists’ reports and final reports for the horizontal
exposures at the site, which are consequently dealt with here also all too briefly, and only insofar as pertinent
for a beuter understanding of the results from the vertical operations.

Not only did Dr. Marfoe supply the conceptual underpinnings of the project itself and the guidelines for the
manner in which its results were to be presented, but he also wrote an original manuscript detailing the
stratigraphy of the various vertical operations at the site and a summary of the principal results from the
horizontal exposures which became the basis for the four chapters that compose Part one of this volume. The
conceptual structure of that manuscript is presented here intact, even though numerous clarifications,
corrections, and additions have been introduced. These were necessitated by final checking of data in Chicago
and by the preparation of final plans and scctions for publication, a task supervised by the editor and the
individual area supervisors. Of the four chapters into which Part I is divided, chapters 1 and 2, the stratigraphic
summaries of Areas A and CO1, respectively, have undergone the greatest number of modifications since they
were checked in detail by the actual excavators: Michael L. Ingraham in the case of Area A and Mary A, Evins
in the case of Area CO1. The final manuscript presented here for those areas, therefore, while retaining Dr.
Marfoe’s original stratigraphic framework, owes much to their insight.

xi
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Part two contains a discussion of the ceramic sequence (chs. 5-12) and the small finds (ch. 13), The
discussion of the ceramic sequence was written by the editor. The chapter on small finds was authored by Dr.
M. K. Aslihan Yener. However, some additions to Yener’s original manuscript (of materials that were not
accessible to her) were made by the editor, and specialized contributions on the shells and coins were made by
David. S. Reese and Robert M. Whiting, Jr., respectively. Part three (ch. 14) is a synthesis, written primarily
by Dr. Marfoe with significant additions by the editor, that originated as an outline of settlement history at
Kurban Hoéyiik included in Dr. Marfoe’s manuscript. That outline dealt primarily with the architectural and
stratigraphic sequence from the site and survives largely unchanged, even in its wording. However, grafted onto
Dr. Marfoe’s comments are pertinent conclusions and observations derived from the analysis of the ceramic and
artifactual evidence at the site that were not available when Dr. Marfoe wrote. Also included are preliminary
correlations of results from Kurban Hoyiik and results from nearby excavated sites elsewhere in the Karababa
basin area.

The rcader should note that the research for this volume was completed during 1985. Thercfore, any
references to comparative archaeological data published after 1985, which might shed further information on the
Kurban Hgyiik finds, are not included here.

Finally, we cannot close without expressing the hope that, in much the same way that in the late 1960s
and 1970s the announcement of construction plans for a number of dams along the Euphrates in Turkey
heralded the opening of previously closed areas of southeastern Anatolia for archaeological research, the recent
announcement of plans for further dams along the Euphrates and of new dams along the Tigris signals the
opening in the near futurc some of the remaining areas of southcastern Anatolia that are still virtually
unexplored and that are surely of considerable interest.

Guillermo Algaze
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INTRODUCTION

THE CHICAGO EUPHRATES ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJ ECT'

BACKGROUND
by Leon Marfoe

Shortly before I completed the oral defense of my Ph.D. dissertation in December 1977, I was approached
by Professor McGuire Gibson of The Oriental Institute of The University of Chicago who asked whether I would
be interested in undertaking excavations on behalf of the Institute in southeastern Turkey. During that autumn,
the Turkish government had invited a number of foreign archaeologists to a conference in the hopes of initiating
an international program of salvage excavations in the areas of the Euphrates basin to be flooded by the
forthcoming construction of dams near Malatya and Urfa, the Karakaya and Karababa (now Atatiirk) dams,
respectively (fig. 1). That conference was attended on behalf of The Oriental Institute by Professor Robert
Braidwood, who was then excavating at Cayonii in eastern Turkey. He returned to Chicago with hopes of
arousing interest in an Institute project. At that time, however, all of the archaeologists in residency were
actively engaged in their own field projects and none expressed an interest. My initial response too was
negative, For several years my research interests had been focused on Lebanon and Syria, and I had hopes of
extending my work into central Syria. Furthermore, I had very little research interest in Turkey, had even less
knowledge of its archaeology and had never worked there. Soon thereafter, however, I read M. Ozdogan’s
report on a survey of the two regions to be flooded and realized that the southernmost of the two (the Karababa
basin) was archaeologically closely related to northern Syria, an area in which I held a substantial interest.?
Consequently, I felt that the possibility of a project was worth further investigation.

Further developments did not occur until November 1978 when it became possible for me to visit the area.
Together with David Webster of Pennsylvania State University and Ayse Baykal from the Prehistory Section of
Istanbul University, I visited a number of sites that I had short-listed from Ozdogan’s inventory. This
reconnaissance, for unavoidable reasons, was much briefer than the more intensive exploratory survey I had
hoped for. Furthermore, the short notice available made it impossible for the two staff members I had recruited
to join me at that time. But on the basis of this brief reconnaissance, it was clear that only one site roughly
fitted all my requirements, and at the same time had not been already claimed by another project. This was
Kurban Héyiik, listed as Site U50/7 in Ozdogan’s survey, and also briefly described in a previous less intensive
survey of the same area.’

Kurban Hoyiik was attractive for several reasons. First, it was located in the left (at this point south) bank
of the Euphrates in the southern dam reservoir basin, and thus would presumably bear a closer resemblance to
sites in northern Syria than sites further upstream or across the river. Second, my recent work in regional survey
convinced me that few of my research interests would be achieved by excavation alone. I was therefore
interested only in a project that would closely intertwine excavation and survey work. For this purpose, 1

1. Funding for the Chicago Buphrates Archaeological Project was provided by matching research grants RO 1528-
80 and RO 20556-83 from the National Endowment for the Humanities, private donors, and The Oriental
Institute of The University of Chicago.

2. Ozdogan 1977.
3. Ozdogan 1977, pp. 182-3, plates 60 and 100; Serdaroglu 1977, p. 120, plate 65.



oi.uchicago.edu

2 TOWN AND COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTERN ANATOLIA

preferred a site located in a region that would be relatively well defined. The only such regions in the
Karababa reservoir area were the tributary valleys leading into the Euphrates basin. But there were few sites in
these valleys that held my interest. The single exception was Tatarhoyiik, in the valley of the Incesu, a small
tributary of the Euphrates in Urfa province. This was by far the most interesting region to me because of its
potential and historical role as a conduit between the north Syrian steppe and the Euphrates basin. However,
Tatarhdyiik was already being excavated, and in any case was too large and too disturbed by a modemn village
to suit my purpose. Kurban Hoyiik, on the other hand, satisfied my interest on the Incesu since it was located
near the mouth of its valley, where it opened onto the Euphrates plain. Moreover, its immediate hinterland was
neatly defined by a cul-de-sac in the main terrace overlooking the river and by a ring of low hills on the upper
terrace overlooking the site’s location (fig. 2).

<73 X
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Figure 1. Map of Turkey, Northern Syria, and Northern Mesopotamia Showing the Location of the Turkish
Lower Euphrates Area (Map courtesy of T. J. Wilkinson).

A third criterion that Kurban Hdyiik satisfied was its span of occupation. On the basis of the brief
reconnaissance of November 1978, it was thought that even though there were traces in limited sectors of the
sitc of what at the time we took to represent second millennium B.C. and Byzantine period occupations, the
main occupation of the site had taken place in the third millennium B.C., and that it was likely that this
occupation had constituted the last major settlement of the site. Moreover, the relative height of the mound
also held promise of earlier fourth millennium layers. This presumed settlement sequence, which later turned
out to be remarkably close to the real sequence, offered the opportunity to study one of my main research
interests, early town formation in the Syrian steppe in the fourth and third millennia B.C.

The last criterion was perhaps the least satisfied by the site. I wanted a small, low or flat site with little or
no disturbance or post-third millennium occupation. Such a site would allow relatively unrestricted horizontal
excavation of a single period settlement across a broad area to determine intrasettlement differentiation and
zonation. Even from the brief initial reconnaissance, however, it was clear that Kurban Héyiik was somewhat
too high for such an approach and that post-third millennium materials were indeed present at the site.
Moreover, the overall extent of the site was also slightly larger than what I had hoped for, since horizontal
sampling was an important component of the initial research strategy and our resources were limited.
Nevertheless, the site partially compensated for these perceived drawbacks with some advantages. Perhaps the
most important of these advantages was its morphology, which displayed a double-mounded configuration (fig.
4) and was flanked by low broad terraces (figs. 2 and 3). This morphology seemed to promise fairly clear
distinctions in intrasettlement zones. Additionally, the site was undisturbed by modern settlement, although it
was completely covered by cultivated (and plowed) fields. In short, Kurban Hoyiik seemed to fulfill most of my
requirements.

By February of 1979 I had recruited a small staff, and had submitted an application for an excavation
permit. In March I submitted a proposal to the National Endowment for the Humanities. Due to a number of
circumstances, which were in fact to change the entire agenda of the program over subsequent years, the first
scason of fieldwork did not begin until July 1980 and lasted for only three weeks. This meant that instead of
the two four month-long seasons originally planned for the initial stage of the Chicago Euphrates Project (each
involving both excavation and study), we had a six month-long excavation and study season in 1981 and a
shorter season in 1982, mainly devoted to processing material from the preceding year. After receiving a second
grant award from the National Endowment for the Humanities, another phase of the project was initiated. This
phase was limited to an intensive three month excavation season in 1983, followed by a two month study
season in 1984 (during which, however, limited excavations were also conducted).
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RESEARCH INTERESTS

It is obvious that the somewhat accidental circumstances under which the project was initiated and the site
to be excavated was chosen precluded the possibility of a purely hypothetically deductive approach to the
project as a research program. Yet, both the decision to undertake a project in the Karababa basin area and the
choice of the site were motivated by general research interests that later determined both the strategy that was
followed and the implementation of this strategy in field procedures.
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Figure 2, Map of Kurban Hoyiik and Its Immediate Setting, and Location of Nearby Archaeological Sites.
(Map courtesy of T. J. Wilkinson)

The first general problem that I was interested in was the character of sociopolitical frontiers. This interest
was directly derived from my previous work in Lebanon, where a pattern of local political fragmentation
throughout its long and turbulent history bore a close relationship with its historical position on the border of
successive neighboring empires and civilizations. This dilution of centralized control in regions peripheral to
major centers and the accompanying social fluidity in such zones clearly applied, albeit in possibly dissimilar
ways, to southeastern Turkey.
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Related to this general problem of local political fragmentation and the relationships between
sociopolitical centers and their peripheries was the far less concrete theme of ethnic identification and political
mobilization in these so-called peripheral regions. At least in Lebanon, the manipulation of shifting
crosscurrents of ethnic affiliations and symbols had often provided the basis for which social groups were
mobilized into sociopolitical structures. From an archaeological point of view, such historical questions are, of
course, difficult to approach. However, in the Lebanese case, there seems to have been a direct relationship
between such questions and the emergence of complex, stratified and urbanized societies. At least in Lebanon,
the appearance of small polities (the “city states” of modern ancient Near Eastern scholarship) seems to be
closely related not only to internal variables, but to episodes of intense interaction with more powerful
neighbors (principally Egypt) as well. Certainly by later historical times, such interaction had a profound but
uneven impact on local social groups by reinforcing selective social cleavages, which became the basis for
ethnic mobilization into politicized groups. These groups, in turn became the core of regional polities.

In southeastern Turkey, ethnically defined fragmentation has formed a shifting mosaic of social groups
since historical times, and there are hints from earlier archaeological and textual sources that similar conditions
may have preceded them. The area thus provides the opportunity for a further study of the surely complex
relationship between ethnic heterogeneity and center-periphery interaction. Significantly, a number of
archacological and historical phenomena were already known prior to the start of the Chicago Euphrates
Archaeological Project that suggested that a situation not totally unlike that which may be more clearly
documented for the Lebanese case could be at work in southeastern Turkey in general and the Karababa basin
in particular, even in early antiquity at the time of the formation of the earliest towns and states there. One
such phenomenon was the well-attested, although still poorly understood, expansion of Mesopotamian Late
Uruk polities into northern Syria, northern Mesopotamia, and southeastern Turkey, which appears to parallel
the Egyptian case in the Levant. Another was the well-known differentiation between the archaeological
assemblages recovered in the mountainous terrain of eastern Turkey—related to the so-called Early
Transcaucasian culture—and those found in the Syro-Mesopotamian steppe. This archaeological pattern
parallels the presumed ethnic and political fragmentation of the area known to have existed by the late third
and early second millennia B.C,

Without more extensive archaeological research outside of the river basins, however, adequate textual
sources, ethno-archacological study, and ethnographic investigations, such general questions as the relationship
between ethnic groups, center-periphery interaction, and the cmergence in frontier zones of complex urbanized
societies cannot yet be tackled directly, at least not in southeastern Turkey. However, we believe that the work
of the Chicago Euphrates Archaeological Project does contribute towards the eventual study of such questions.
The principal contribution is obvious—to document the formation of a single small polity from both a site-
oriented and regional viewpoints. In so doing, the establishment of a basic sequence was the first step, while a
detailed investigation of the composition of such a town was a second step. As noted above, both of these
questions were central to the research goals of our project. Although at this stage of research this contribution is
at best indirect, it could very well become critical if by accident a coherent body of textual data bearing directly
on the formation and evolution of specific city-states in southeastern Anatolia were to be found. As the finding
of the Ebla archives at Tell Mardikh in north central Syria west of the Euphrates shows, such an eventuality is
by no means impossible.

THE SITE AND ITS SETTING

The Karababa basin and the broad outlines of the archacological remains within this region have been
described by both Ozdogan and Serdaroglu. A more detailed description of the immediate vicinity of Kurban
Hoyiik is provided in the first volume of the present series. Here, therefore, a brief and general discussion of
the site and its local setting will suffice.

Kurban Hoyiik is located on a river terrace on the south (left) bank of the Euphrates river (fig. 5), in the
Bozova district of Urfa Province (fig. 1). It is roughly 60 km north-northwest of Urfa and approximately 10 km
upstream from the actual site of the Karababa dam. The low terrace on which the site was founded is about
1.50 km wide, and is bordered on the south by a higher terrace formed by the limestone upper steppe which
rims the Euphrates valley. The Euphrates channel itself lies roughly half a kilometer north of the site and its
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Figure 3. Contour Plan of Kurban Hyiik Showing Location of Principal Morphological and Excavation Areas and
Sequence of Excavations 1980-1984.
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Figurc 4. Kurban Hoyiik Prior to the Start of Excavations. Note Double-Mounded Topography.
Photographic View toward the East.

Figure 5. Kurban Hoyiik and Associated River Terraces. Photographic
View from the Opposite (North) Bank of the Euphrates River.
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floodplain even nearer. Slightly downstream of the site the lower terrace is pinched off to form a cul-de-sac due
to the encroachment of the upper terrace which forms a narrow gorge near the proposed dam site. Upstream, the
terrace on which the site is located widens somewhat at the point where it is intersected by the Incesu valley
(fig. 2).

A number of dry or seasonal valleys dissect the upper terraces to deposit their load on the lower terrace on
which the site is located. Kurban H6yiik was founded on the edge of an alluvial fan formed by one of those
valleys, and at the junction of two subterraces forming the main lower terrace, where an aquiferous gravel layer
permitted the formation of a spring, evidence for which was actually recovered in the excavations.* The early
settlement at the site appears to have developed around this spring. More than anything else, this fact explains
the peculiar morphology of the site which consists of two low mounds connected by a saddle (fig. 3). The larger
south mound rests on the higher subterrace overlooking the spring, while the smaller north mound lies on the
slightly lower subterrace. Although the two mounds cannot be precisely distinguished as separate entities, the
south mound is roughly 250 meters cast-west and 180 meters north-south. Its long axis thus follows the rough
edge of the subterrace on which it lies. From the air, the north mound appears as a lower appendage to the
south mound, adjoining its northeastern sector and creating a rough overall crescent-shaped form. The
maximum dimensions of the north mound are about 170 meters east-west and 120 meters north-south. The
inner edge of the crescent is formed by a concavity between the two mounds slightly to the east of the saddle.
The outer edge of the crescent is more deceptive, because the eastern slopes of both mounds fan out gradually
to form a broad apron around the entire eastern side of the site, which eventually blends into the uneven plain
formed by the surrounding terrace and alluvial fan. The height of the site above this plain is consequently quite
variable. To the east, where the outer cdges of the site merge into the nearby alluvial fan deposits, the
maximum height (above plain level) for the south mound is about 9-10 meters, for the north mound about four
meters, and for the saddle about two meters. To the west, the height above plain level is somewhat more,
about 12-13 meters for the south mound, three to Tour meters for the saddle, and about six meters for the north
mound. The overall dimensions of the site are about 250 meters east-west by about 300 meters north-south,
although the castern edge of the site is not clearly established. These dimensions would indicate a maximum
site area of slightly over six hectares (fig. 3).

ORIGINAL FIELD OBJECTIVES

The basic research interests of the project suggested that at least five main scis of activities would have to
be carried out to obtain the range of data desired. These, in turn, can be grouped as pertaining cither to the
excavations at the site itself or to the regional survey program of its immediate surroundings.

SITE EXCAVATIONS

The salvage program under whose auspices the project was underiaken necessitated that the bulk of the
project’s resources be focussed towards excavation on the main site. The principal objectives of these
excavations were two:

1. Vertical soundings in order to establish the sequence of occupation at the site. These would have
the primary purpose of obtaining a reasonably complete time series of quantifiable data that would
provide a diachronic view of the site’s history. Due to the morphology of the mound, which will be
discussed in some detail below, several soundings would be necessary. These, we hoped would
document the transition from the fourth to the third millennia B.C. and the emergence at the site of
increasingly complex forms of social organization.

2. Large scale horizontal exposures combined with judicious probes and randomly situated sampling
trenches to determine the layout and organization of the settlement in its main period of
occupation, presumably when the settlement expanded into a town. The larger horizontal
exposures would attempt to recover detailed and quantifiable data from a single “block™ sampling
of a portion of the site so that intrasettlement patterns could be recovered within “zones” of the

4. See below, Part One, Chapter 3, p. 170.
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settlement and such localized patterns could be compared. Random probes could be used to
compensate for the “biased” locations of these larger exposures. In this manner, we hoped to
delineate “quarters” or “neighborhoods” within the settlement and to characterize their individual
nature, if possible, at the apogee of the settlement’s history.

REGIONAL PROGRAM

In order to delineate the regional social and economic context within which the site developed and within
which it participated, three sets of activities were planned:

1. To carry out a regional archaeological, geomorphological, and land use survey around the site in
two stages. For what we considered to be the “catchment” area of the site, an intensive program of
survey was intended—first to document the archaeological sites in the immediate region and then
to assess the probable economic exploitation of the hinterland through vegetation,
geomorphological, and modern land use investigations. A far less intensive survey program would
be carried out over a wider area. Its objective was to reconstruct, insofar as possible, the regional
patterns of organization of settlement, its nodes, linkages and territories, and the broader pattems
of land use.

2. To delineate further the relationships between local centers and their presumed satellites. It was
hoped that it would be possible to excavate one or more small subsidiary sites within the Kurban
Hoyiik “catchment” area for a period contemporary with the main occupation at the site. Such an
excavation would yield data directly comparable with that deriving from the horizontal exposures
at Kurban and would provide evidence bearing on the kinds of relationships between “urban”
centers and villages in their hinterland.

3. Finally, it was hoped that an ancillary program of ethnographic interviews and ethnohistoric
research could yield insights about recent and current settlement organization and regional social
history.

The regional program, in other words, was intended to study the contexts of local site history within
successively wider spheres of relationships over a broad range of time.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF PROJECT RESULTS

Due to a number of constraints, not all of the activities demanded by the original goals of the project were
successfully carried out. Some were not conducted at all, while others were modified and narrowed. Concerning
the excavations at the site itself, for example, it is possible that our stratigraphic soundings may not be as
representative as we would like. Nevertheless, it is clear that our objective of establishing a diachronic
sequence of materials for all periods of occupation was successful. Less successful, however, was our original
intent to sample fully the extent of the settlement in its main period of occupation. This was due to a
substantial occupation of a later period on top of the south mound. Instead, we ended up obtaining an extensive
exposure of that later period, while the exposures for the main period were significantly more limited than
originally planned. Moreover, although a number of sector probes were also excavated, the random trenches
that were planned originally were never dug. It was estimated that a minimum surface area of about 50 square
meters was needed for each random trench in order to obtain a structurally interpretable view of the remains
exposed. The resources necessary to do this proved beyond our means—in terms of manpower, time, and
money (for rental of the land).

The main activity of the regional program, the archaeological, geomorphological, and land use survey
around the site, was substantially more successful, and an intensive study of the local catchment was
completed. However, a survey of the wider region proved to be more difficult than we had hoped and was soon
abandoned as a field objective. Regional vegetation mapping was never carried out, and soil sampling for
geomorphological and other purposes was more limited than originally intended. Similarly left undone was the
excavation of a suitable subsidiary site of the same period as the main occupation of Kurban Hoyiik. A site of
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the appropriate period simply did not exist within our catchment area, and the resources to excavate those of
other pertinent periods represented at Kurban were never available. Finally, due to the sensitive aspects of
ethnographic and ethnohistoric studies, these activities were carried out in a far more sporadic and informal
manner than the systematic study that we had originally envisioned.

In short, what was in fact accomplished was much more modest than what was originally planned. In
essence these accomplishments are summarized as follows.

EXCAVATIONS AT THE SITE

1. A fairly complete cultural sequence from three separate vertical operations on three sectors of the
site was obtained, albeit in relatively restricted exposures; all three of the operations reached
natural soil.

2. Horizontal exposures revealed settlements of two separate periods, the EB-MB Transition and the
mid-late EB. The first of these exposures was more satisfactory than the second in that it focused
mainly on a single area and was of substantial size. Moreover, it sampled a significant proportion
of the total settlement at the site at the time. In contrast, the second exposure was scattered
between several areas and probes and sampled a much smaller percentage of the total settled area
of the site. For these two periods, a total of about 3,000 square meters was cleared in eight areas
across the site (or about five percent of the total area of the site). Of this, approximately 2,800
square meters were cleared in the four main horizontal exposures, Areas B, C, D, and G.

REGIONAL STUDIES

1. Anintensive survey was conducted of archacological sites in an area of about 70 square km in the
environs of Kurban Héyiik. Approximately fifty sites of all sizes were identified, sherded, and
mapped (at 1:500).

2. Landforms and micro-topography were mapped within this area at 1:10,000.

3. Modern land use was mapped within a smaller area of about 10 square km at 1:5,000, and over a
larger area by sampling transects.

4. Ancient land use was studied by obtaining a series of phosphate samples across the region and by
intensive pickup of surface scatter in fields using a sampling strategy.

5. Even though a subsidiary site complementary io the sequence obtained form Kurban Hoyiik was
never excavated, collaboration with Dr. J. Roodenberg of the Netherlands Historical-Archaeo-
logical Institute in Istanbul enabled the excavation of a Neolithic site not far from Kurban which
complemented and filled out the sequence obtained from our soundings.’

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1. Well over 180,000 sherds were recorded in the field, mostly all from significant contexts (see
below, Part Two, pp. 2111f.). At this point, about one-half of the total chipped stone finds (i.c.,
about 15,000 pieces) have been processed in the field. All ground stone (about 500 pieces),
registered objects (about 200), and other miscellaneous finds also have been recorded (for the
latter two categories, see below, Part Two, pp. 409ff.).

2. Ecofactual material was collected and partially recorded; this consisted of macrobotanical samples
(about 500 bags), animal bones (about 8,000 bags), and molluscs (about 500 bags). These were
partially studied in the field but the bulk is presently undergoing analysis in the United States.
Also undergoing study are ceramic ware samples and soil samples for phosphate and phytolith
analysis. Reference collections also were obtained for modern vegetation and animal bones.

5. Roodenberg, Wilkinson, and Bayri-Baykan 1984.
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3. Also, it was possible to carry out a very informal and unsystematic set of interviews with local
informants conceming agricultural practices and the use of domestic tools.

THE EXCAVATIONS AT KURBAN HOYUK

SITE SECTORS AND EXCAVATION AREAS

The actual implementation of the main site excavation program, to which we now turn, was largely
determined by the relatively unique morphology of the site. In general, six different morphological components
of the mound were identified.

1. The rapezoidal-shaped plateau at the top of the south mound (Area D: fig. 3).

The broad, gently sloping terrace on the western side of the south mound (Area E: fig. 3).
A narrower but also gentle slope on the eastern side of the south mound (Area B: fig. 3).
The narrow saddle between the two mounds (Area F: fig. 3).

The rounded hillock at the top of the north mound (Area C: fig. 3).

S L B W N

The broad, flat terrace cxtending east of the north mound and saddle (Area G: fig. 3).

Visual inspection of the varied site morphology just outlined suggested that an underlying basis for their
differentiation may have lain in the formation of distinctive settlement “quarters” in each of these distinct
sectors of the site. However, although an intensive stratified random sampling survey of the site’s surface was
carried out in the first season, these morphological variations could not be confirmed by the collection of surface
matter. In part, the inconclusive results of that survey, which exhibited four questionable clusters of high
density scatter, was due to two distorting factors: the patchwork of fallow and stubble fields that covered the
mound at that time (and in succeeding seasons), and the movement of surface materials across the mound by
plowing and slopewash.

However, even without corroboration from the survey, the existence of the above listed morphological
sectors still seemed to be sufficient indication for determining at least the initial location of wenches, both for
stratigraphic purposes and for sector sampling. In the latter case, we hoped to excavate a single major “block”
exposure in each sector, each preceded by a small probe and then supplemented, as noted above, by random
trenches. The following areas were excavated over the course of five seasons:

STRATIGRAPHIC OPERATIONS

Area A

A 3.00 to 3.50 meters wide step trench was extended down the northeastern slope of the south mound for a
length of 55 meters in the direction of the saddle and the north mound. The first (and highest) step was begun
near the highest point of the south mound.

Area C01
A three meter wide and nine meter long trench was excavated near the top of the north mound, aligned
with Area A and the north-south axis of the site.

Area F
A sounding measuring four square mcters was excavated in the center of the saddle area between the two
mounds in a direct line with both of the above areas.

HORIZONTAL AREAS

Area B
An area of roughly 300 square meters on the east slope of the south mound was excavated mainly to obtain
mid-late EB occupation,
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Area C
An area of roughly 600 square meters was opened on the top of the north mound to uncover mid-late EB
structures.

Area D
An area of about 1,900 square meters was excavated on the plateau of the south mound mainly to reveal a
large part of the EB-MB Transition settlement at the site.

SECTOR PROBES

Area E
A probe measuring five square meters was excavated to investigate the depositional sequence of the west
slope of the south mound.

Area G

A sector probe was established and later considerably expanded with the intention of obtaining a wider
horizontal exposure of the broad terrace east of the north mound. Roughly 100 square meters in area was
cleared before time and labor constraints in the last season forced the closing of excavations there.

It should be noted that a fourth stratigraphic sounding through the center of the south mound was planned
but never carried out. Of the six possible broad horizontal exposures, only threc and part of a fourth were
undertaken, although all sectors were sampled to some degree. A sector probe in the saddle proved impractical
due to the depth of wash overburden. Similarly, the available resources never allowed us to expand the probe
on the west slope of the south mound (Area E) into a larger exposure. For the sectors that were cleared over a
larger area, only two (areas B and D) attained the extent that was desired.

SEASONS AND STAFF

The size and duration of each season’s fieldwork are given below:

Year Duration Excavation Excavation Areas Staff No. of Workmen
(weeks) (days) (avg.) (avg./max.)

1980 3 14 A,B,C01,D, F 6 20/30

1981 12/5 58 A,C,C01,D,E, G 13/3 44/65

1982 8 30 A,C01,D 15 15

1983 9 42 A,CO01,D,F 19 44/53

1984 8 31 A B,C, DG 15 25/33

The project thus spent a total of forty-five weeks in the field (i.e., in camp), including twenty-nine weeks
spent in actual excavation. Approximately 5,900 man-days of excavation were carried out with local labor, or
an average of thirty-three workmen per excavation day. During the periods of excavation, the average staff size
was about fifteen members, but for the entire span of time in the field—which included excavation and study
phases—our average staff size was under ten members.

The composition of the staff in each season and their contributions are given below:

Staff and Their Contributions by Season

Year 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984

Area A

Supervisor M. Ingraham (c)! >

Assistant(s) C. Ouztiirk (c) >
S. Akozlu (p)? >

S. Congar (p)
H. Erdem (p)
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Staff and Their Contributions by Season (cont.)
Year 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Area B
Supervisor T. McClellan (c) P. Wattenmaker (c)
Assistant(s) M. Evins (c) M. Ingraham (c)
G. Stein (p)
H. Karagtz (p)
B. Tekkék (p)
Area C
Supervisor M. McDonald (¢) P. Wattenmaker (c)
Assistant(s) D. Rahimi (p) G. Pulhan (p)
M. Liverani (p) C. Kafescioglu (p)
K. A. Yener (c)
M. Voigt (p)
Area C01
Supervisor M. Evins (c) >
Assistant(s) T. Cross (p) >
C. Bezmez (p)
G. Overton (p)
N. Illingworth (p)
Area D
Supervisor G. Algaze (¢) D. Pots (c) B. Verhaaren (c) >
Assistant(s) B. Verhaaren(c) P. Wattenmaker () ---------->
M. Brandt (p)  S. Wineberg (c)
R. Gomy (p)
I. Finkel (p)
K. Ataman (c)
B. Tekkok (p)
N. Miller (c)
Area E
Supervisor K. A. Yener (c)
Area F
Supervisor M. Ingraham (c) G. Phillip (p)
Area G
Supervisor L. Marfoe (c) P. Wattenmaker (c)
Assistant(s) N. Miller (¢)
K. Ataman (c)
Regional Survey
Supervisor  T. Wilkinson (¢) >
Assistant G. Stein (p) >
Ceramics G. Algaze (c) >
Chipped Stone ‘M. McDonald (c) >
Animal Bone M. Evins (c) P. Wattenmaker (c) >
Groundstone K. Ataman (c) >
Archaeology N. Miller (c) >
Registered Objects K. A. Yener (c) >
Misc. Finds M. Evins (c) >
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Staff and Their Contributions by Season (cont.)

Year 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Regional Survey (cont.)
Photography/Registry J. Wilkinson (c) >
Registry C. Verhaaren (p)
Conservation C. Snow (c) : >
Ilustration H. Potts (p) J. Bacon (p) S. Ashley (p)

C. Phillips (p) T. Rickards (p)
Season totals 6 19 22 26 20

Leg” = core staff; 2“p” part-time field staff members

As may be seen from the above summary, except for the first season, the maximum number of staff
members greatly exceeded our average full-time staff size. With but four exceptions (all trainees from The
University of Chicago), our policy was to provide full ransatlantic fare only for core staff members. This meant
that after 1981 when most of the corc staff was fully assembled, additional staff help was obtained on a
temporary basis. Indeed, a substantial proportion of the field staff in each season after 1980 consisted of part-
time members (indicated by a “p”), many of whom were recruited as part of a training program in collaboration
with Dr. K. A. Yener of Bogazici University in Istanbul, or else through the Ankara offices of the American
Research Institute in Turkey.

The principal burden of the project fell on the core staff (indicated by a “c”), whose chief responsibilities
lay in assuring continuity in the supervision of fieldwork or specialists’ tasks throughout the duration of the
project. An integral part of the overall strategy of the project, in fact, had to do with the selection and
organization of the core staff. From the beginning, it was perceived that the available resources were
inadequate to sustain a consistent staff size above fifteen members, yet, it was recognized that the fairly
intensive recovery and recording methods (discussed in some detail below) as well as the need to study all
artifacts in the field (due to antiquities regulations governing the export of artifacts) would require a staff size
well in excess of the available finances. The solution, therefore, was to concentrate responsibilities on a
smaller group of specialized, continuing staff members, who at times would serve in multiple excavation,
specialist, and logistical roles, and whose experience would in part compensate for the lack of manpower.
Many of the core staff served in a variety of tasks through the seasons and most also shared some
responsibilities in the final analysis and publication of the project results. Each principal area of excavation or
specialist task was under the sole supervision of a core staff member. Around these specialized roles, the
remaining members of the staff were assigned assisting roles which sometimes varied from season to season
along with the size of the staff itself. The site topographic plan, for example, was mapped by T. J. Wilkinson
with the assistance of G. Algaze, while trench and area plans and sections were drawn by the individual
supervisors and their assistants. Occasionally, however, they were helped by the illustrators or whoever
happened to have some free time. Visilors were sometimes also drafted into helping with specific tasks, most
notably G. Summers and S. Campbell who were kind enough to help with illustrations. In addition to their
regular duties, T. McClellan served as associate director in 1980, and following his departure after that initial
season, M. L. Ingraham and T. J. Wilkinson served jointly as co-assistant directors from 1981 to 1984. L.
Marfoe was the director of the project throughout its duration.

Apart from the work conducted in the field, a number of specialists both in Turkey and in the United States
have also contributed to the project. The human skeletal remains, for example, were analyzed and published by
B. Alpagut.6 The molluscs are currently being studied by D. Reese, and a portion of his analysis appears in
Chapter 13 of this volume. K. A. Yener and C. Snow are conducting joint investigations into the copper
remains, and M. Evins is carrying out an independent neutron activation analysis of the ceramics. In Chicago,
most of the illustrations for this volume were inked by C. Friedman and K. Szyjka, both of the School of The
Art Institute of Chicago. Invaluable help in the typing of the final manuscript for publication was given by Mrs.

6. Alpagut 1986.
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Carolyn Livingood of The Oriental Institute. Finally, Mrs. Cathy Dueiies, a docent in The Oriental Institute
Museum, also helped in typing portions of the manuscript into a computer.

METHODS OF SITE EXCAVATION

Although excavations at Kurban Hoyiik were started with a clear idea of a methodology to follow in order
to facilitate the recovery of data necessary to elucidate the sorts of questions posed by our research interests,
excavation methods at the site evolved somewhat over time. This was due principally to the interaction
between the site’s archaeological peculiarities and the experience and expertise of core staff. By the third
season, however, the initial excavation methodology had been refined and the summary that follows reflects
those refinements. What is presented here, therefore, was not fully in place until the final two seasons.

UNITS OF EXCAVATION

Due to the brevity of the first season, the initial excavation areas were opened at the same time that the
topographic map of the site was being prepared. For this reason, and also because the sector approach in effect
required that the individual areas be treated as independent units, all areas were aligned with a single site
base line, but an overall site grid was not employed. Another reason for this approach lay in the fact that the
site was under cultivation, which made grid datum points very difficult to protect between seasons and the land
in which they were laid would have been very expensive (o rent on an annual basis. The north-south base line
of the site (which deviated slightly from the magnetic north-south line) was drawn between the highest point in
the south mound (point A) and the highest point in the north mound (point B). Point A was established as the
relative elevation datum point for the whole site and assigned an arbitrary value of 100 meters.” All subsequent
elevations were established in reference to this point.

As independent units of analysis and comparison, each sector or Area was excavated according to a
localized grid of ten square meters, which were reestablished each season. These squares, called Trenches,
were in fact more applicable to the horizontal exposures, but the smaller units required by the vertical
operations were also designated as trenches. Thus, the step trench against the northeastern comer of the south
mound, Area A, was subdivided into a number of five meters long trenches for recording purposes. These
trenches were numbered sequentially beginning with ‘01°. The north mound sounding, Area COl1, was
designated as a single trench. In the horizontal areas trenches were numbered by their local gird coordinates.

The ten square meters or trench, however, was a recording unit rather than an excavation unit. The unit of
excavation, called a Strip, was a smaller rectangular exposure within a trench (cf. fig. 132). Intended
principally for use in the horizontal exposures, the strip served several important purposes:

1. To allow for the flexible expansion of the excavated area to suit localized requirements (e.g., to
follow architectural remains, to avoid disturbed areas, etc.)

2. To delimit the horizontal area over which recovered artifacts could be recorded.
3. Toallow for a degree of stratigraphic control.

The first of these purposes followed the general policy governing the excavation of the horizontal
exposures—that coherent structural remains and surfaces were to be excavated as quickly and as efficiently as
possible. This meant that the usual excavation pattern of gridded square trenches was to be avoided, since such
fixed arbitrary units inevitably included disturbed or incoherent remains that required intensive excavation
effort. Instead the procedure was to follow only architecturally coherent features—streets, walls, floors, etc.—
and to abandon them when no longer easily recognizable. In this respect, the greatest priority was given to
streets, doorways, and walls, as indicators of social linkages and boundaries, and to clearing room interiors,
work spaces, and courtyards, as indicators of functional variability. This approach differed significantly from the
priorities in the vertical operations, where the emphasis was on delineating sequences of deposits and only

7. According to Ozdogan (1977, p. 182), the maximum elevation of the site (i.e., point A) is about 418 meters
above sea level. This estimate is based on available Turkish 1:25,000 maps of the area and has a possible
margin of error of about + 10 meters (Ozdogan 1977, p. 8).
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secondarily on architectural coherence. Given the limited horizontal exposures practicable in those operations,
the latter was in any case impossible.

The second purpose of the strip, to delimit the horizontal area over which artifacts could be recorded, was
influenced by the primary goal of the horizontal exposures—to recognize varying activity areas and thus to
recognize intrasettlement patterning. In order to recover the spatial distribution of remains within the horizontal
exposures, an arbitrary grid of 100 one meter squares was superimposed over each trench. Whenever possible,
the excavation of floors and surfaces was carried out within these smaller units, called the Fine Grid. This
method was chosen because triangulation of individual artifacts was deemed to be too burdensome (except, of
course, for well-preserved objects presumed to be in situ), and was in any case useless for delimiting scatters of
sherds, chipped stone, or bone. On the other hand, it was recognized that excavation by fine grids was
necessarily slow and therefore could only be used for primary deposits. In the event that such deposits—poor
surfaces, for example—were not recognized when first excavated, the strip represents in effect a coarser means
of delimiting the recording of artifact scatters. The strip is also the unit of measure for delimiting artifact
scatters in secondary or tertiary deposits. The strip further enhanced stratigraphic identification of layers by
delimiting the distance over which a single layer could be traced without the aid of nearby balks. In the
horizontal areas, such balks moved continuously and were created as new strips were opened. When adjacent
strips were excavated, a 25 cm wide partition minibalk was left between them, and then quickly removed once
structural features were found. There were thus no permanent balks between renches and strips, except when
needed for temporary reference or access to an excavated sector. Furthermore, an arca could eventually take on
any configuration depending on the pattern of strips used, which in turn depended on the nature of the remains
uncovered. The dimensions of a strip were required 1o be multiples of a meter, larger than the one meter square
of the fine grid, and to have a total surface area not exceeding 20 squarc meters (i.e., smaller than five squarc
meters). In practice, the most common sizes used were 3 x 5 meters and 2 X 5 meters. These sizes made it
easy to designate small probes and test trenches within a trench. Within each trench, strips were identified with
a two digit number assigned sequentially according to the order in which they were opened. The actual
placement of strips followed the alignment of their trenches.

While Areas, Trenches, Strips, and Fine Grids were horizontal units of recording, the vertical unit of recording
was the Locus, which represented the smallest usefully identifiable stratigraphic entity—a layer, a feature,
ctc.—within a given trench. Loci were marked by a three digit serial number. All excavated contexts were thus
identified by two series of numbers identifying their horizontal (strip and fine grid, when applicable) and
stratigraphic (locus) location. This dual system is warranted because a single stratigraphic layer (a destruction
layer over or within a room, for example) could conceivably extend over a large area. The provenance of any
given find at Kurban Hoyiik, therefore, is identified by its Context Number, which combines all the available
information on its vertical and horizontal position. Typical context numbers might be: 1. C56-03-025, 2. D66~
0347-035, 3. A04-0452-104, and 4. C01-0177/78/79-089. The first two examples illustrate designations for
horizontal areas. They represent respectively: 1. Area C, Trench 56 according to the local area grid coordinates,
Strip 03 (no fine grid was used for this context), and Locus 025; and 2. Area D, Trench 66, Strip 03, Fine Grid
47 according to the trench coordinates, and Locus 035. Examples three and four illustrate two further variations,
sequentially numbered trenches (only in the vertical operations), and the use of multiple fine grid designations
(in example four) in cases or recovery units smaller than a strip but larger than a single fine grid.

The foregoing merely indicates that the excavation system followed the fairly common method of
excavation by stratigraphic layers rather than by major architectural levels, although these last were not
neglected. The principal modification of this system was to exercise a tighter horizontal control than is normally
used (at least in the Near East) on mound excavation, while allowing a significant degree of flexibility and
efficiency in the expansion of a given area. This modification does not by any means represent a novel
departure in archaeological methodology. Relatively tight horizontal control is, of course, commonly practiced
in prehistoric—principally New World and European—projects. Moreover, flexibility in the expansion of a
given area had been a feature of large scale architecturally oriented excavations in the Near East prior to the
introduction of the so-called “Wheeler” method. The idea of the strip, too, is not particularly new since it is but
a variation of the excavation of alternating square quadrants used in some excavations, and of the use of long
test trenches (Streifen) in others. What is new in the Kurban excavation methodology, therefore, is the bringing
together into a single system of what was considered to be some of the best features and advantages of a
number of previously distinct excavation “philosophies.”
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UNITS OF RECOVERY

The classes of materials recovered in the excavations were divided into twenty distinct categories, which
were sorted and bagged separately in the field. These were then processed and recorded in camp, and
inevitably some were disposed of. The basic unit of recovery was an individual bag or (in the case of sherds,
chipped stone, or bone) bucket, which was given a find collection number (FCN) as well as an overall master
register number (MRN). Individual objects also were registered in the same manner. Similar to the “batch”
system of collection, this system allowed us to further subdivide materials recovered from a given context
either vertically (by excavation day) or horizontally (by fine grid or strip) should a stratigraphic error be made
and later recognized. Depending on the context excavated, dry sieving also was carried out with 0.50 cm mesh
at ratios varying from 100 to 5 percent. The former ratio was done only on recognized primary deposits (e.g.,
floors), and successively smaller proportions were sieved with correspondingly less significant layers. There
was a dual purpose in this. One was the obvious necessity to recover remains too easily missed by the
workmen (e.g., chipped stone debitage or bone fragments). A second reason, however, was to provide a check
on the density of recovered remains in a given unit of soil, and hence on the reliability of the sample. Sieved
remains were bagged separately and hence received separate FCNs which were prefixed with a ‘D’ to
differentiate them from non-sieved lots. .

As a further check on the reliability and comparability of each recovery unit, an attempt was made to
estimate the volume of excavated soil for each locus or context. This was done mainly by bucket counts, each
roughly ten liters in volume, but when such counts were not available estimates were made from recorded
information on depth and extent of deposits. Volume estimates for each separate locus, when available, appear
at the end of the stratigraphic discussion for each phase. A measurement of artifact density by volume is more
important for the vertical operations than for the horizontal exposures, since in the former the exposed area is
usually too small to elucidate the thorny issue of how functional variability may affect the observed distribution
of artifacts. Density, therefore, may offer some indication of comparability between deposits that would
otherwise be absent in the vertical operations. For the horizontal exposures, however, where the basic
assumption of analysis is the contemporaneity of the structures involved, density by volume provides only a
check between subphases of the structures. More appropriate there is the density of artifacts by area (rooms,
courts, etc., usually involving several context numbers) since activities in specific areas are indicated by spatial
clusters. Hence, for the horizontal exposures, attempts were made to estimate the surface or significant
stratigraphic layers.

RECORDING

The most obvious outcome of a specialized core staff is that excavation records were kept and maintained
for a single area by a single supervisor, usually for the duration of the project. The emphasis here was on
continuity and uniformity of style, content, and format. The records for each area consisted of a notebook,
context sheets, plans, and sections.

The notebook for each area was a loose-leaf record of loci, ordered serially by trench and locus number.
Under each locus, entries were arranged by date of activity, and for each locus a list of field collection numbers
(FCN) was provided. When possible, volume excavated was noted. Accompanying the notebook entries were
daily sketch plans in which the findspots of all FCNs were marked in relationship to the various layers or
structures under excavation. These records were accompanied further by Polaroid photographs and section
sketches, when necessary.

The context sheets were individual sheets coded in computer-compatible format containing summary
information on each locus excavated. This information included not only a full account of stratigraphic
relationships and descriptions of layers or features, but a complete list of associated FCNs as well. Both the
registry (MRN) and the ceramics were coded in a similar format designed for eventual merging with the
context sheets for later automated retrieval and analysis. Final sections, drawn at a scale of 1:20, were done for
the main balks of the vertical operations. Plans, also drawn at 1:20, were done as phase plans for each trench.
For the vertical operations, where trenches were small, these phase plans could and often did crosscut one or
more trenches. But for the horizontal exposures, phase plans were made in standardized 50 cm square sheets
each depicting a trench (10 x 10 meters) in a given phase.
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ANALYSIS AND RELIABILITY

In the analysis of the stratigraphic deposits of the site which is included in the following chapters, an
attempt is made to differentiate the excavated loci by their reliability and contextual significance. In general,
all unreliable deposits and contextually insignificant loci (e.g., plow zone, wash, and balk trimming deposits)
are excluded from consideration altogether. A second class of loci includes deposits that are mixed, whether
horizontally or vertically, but are still useful. These are included in the discussion and their limitations are
noted where pertinent. The third class of deposits are those deemed reliable. These loci are those that form the
framework for the analysis of the various artifactual data recovered at the site.

Obviously, reliability is a relative term, since stratigraphic absolutes are unverifiable. Some indication of
the caution we have taken in excavating layers, however, can be seen in the ration of supervisors and their
assistants to workmen from the staff and season breakdown noted above. In addition, the following statistics on
the work carried out in the two main vertical operations discussed in this volume, Areas A and COl1, are
illustrative of the rate of earth removal:

Area A Area C01
Year Man-Days Days Workmen* Volume Man-Days Days Workmen* Volume
1980 144 16 9 70 m3 39 11 3.5 29 m?
1981 915 61 15 462 m? 332 54 6.1 70 m?
1982 156 18 9 25 m3 59 12 4.9 15 m3
1983 455 35 13 92 m? 193 25 7.7 44 m3
1984 108 12 9 23 m3 — — — —
Total 1778 142 12,5 672 m3 623 102 6.1 158 m3

*Average

From the above it may be seen that the average rate of earth removal in Area A was thus 0.38 m3 per
man-day, while in Area CO1 (which contained considerably less wash and tip) the rate was 0.25 m® per man-
day. Note also that the total manpower spent on these two operations was about 40 percent of the total effort at
the site. Including the third vertical operation, Area F, this proportion rises to about 50 percent.

For the purposes of the chronological analysis with which the present volume is mainly concerned, the loci
from the vertical operations are divided into individual series of Phases for each operation. As all three reached
natural soil, those phases are numbered from the bottom up. Phases in turn are grouped into eight Periods, each
representing a significant shift in occupation and cultural assemblages at the site. For the horizontal exposures,
where numerous localized changes—some chronologically trivial—can be identified, the phasing is determined
by large scale architectural changes, which are grouped into Building Phases. As natural soil was not reached in
any of the horizontal exposures, these building phases are numbered from the top down. These in turn also are
grouped into and correlated with the eight site-wide periods. Periods are designated by neutral numbers which,
however, correspond to a more conventional (though still deliberately neutral) classification of cultural
assemblages:

Period ‘Cultural Assemblage’ Suggested Date
I Medieval(?) Twelfth-~Thirteenth Centuries A.D.
n Early Abbasid Ninth-Tenth Centuries A.D.
m EB-MB Transition about 2000 B.C.
IVA-C Mid-Late EB about 2500-2100 B.C.
VA-B Early EB about 31002800 B.C.
VIA-B Late Chalcolithic about 3800-3100 B.C.
v Middle Chalcolithic about 4000 B.C.

vl Middle-Late Halaf about 5000 B.C.
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A more detailed discussion of these terms appears later in the analysis of the ceramic sequence from the
site, Part Two of this volume. Here, note that in earlier reports the “EB” period was designated as “third
millennium,” and the *“Middle Chalcolithic” was called “Peripheral Ubaid.” Without confirmation from
radiocarbon determinations, the suggested dates listed above are obviously only rough guides.

It should be pointed out that the purpose of phasing is not merely to place the stratigraphic history of the
site into some sort of order, but also and more importantly to delineate useful units of analysis. For the vertical
operations, the phases are the primary unit of analysis. Where some degree of uncertainty exists in assigning a
locus to a specific phase, that phase is assigned to a range of phases. The building phases of the horizontal
exposures serve a different purpose. They indicate a rough contemporaneity of deposits that may be used for
spatial analysis. Particularly in the case of the largest exposures, Areas D and C, efforts were made to assure
this contemporaneity by isolating only the final use of the seitlement in the respective building phases. This
emphasis on final use is important because although the building phases also are subdivided into smaller units,
these units at best indicate the original order of construction and many of the subphases were in use during the
final occupation. The basic unit of analysis in the horizontal exposures, therefore, are groupings of loci into
spatial Units, a room, a court, or similar structurally distinct use of space. Units are only assigned within single
arcas, and there for single building phases. However, although units are more relevant for the analysis of the
horizontal areas than that of the vertical operations, in many cases structurally distinct units were recovered in
those operations as well. Such units are prefixed with their phase number. Thus, Unit 13.1 in Area COl1, for
example, should be interpreted to mean Unit 1 in the remains assigned there to Phase 13.

One last point concerning reliability concerns the comparisons that might be made between areas. As noted
above, these are seldom stratigraphically linked. Moreover, as will be recalled, the location of the various
areas is biased. Although the initial plans included randomly selected horizontal exposures to complement the
main areas of excavation, those exposures were never made for reasons already explained. As comparable
units, therefore, the horizontal areas are statistically unreliable, although they may be intuitively interpretable.
However, this may not be entirely true at the level of the comparison of individual structures within different
areas.

DOCUMENTATION AND DEPOSITION OF MATERIALS

For the most part analytical work was conducted in the field. Materials analyzed were kept until the end of
the excavation and only then disposed of, although representative collections and diagnostics were retained for
future reference. Only unstudied ecofactual remains were exported from Turkey for later analysis. At the
present time, the deposition of all kept materials is as follows:

A total of 125 wooden crates containing artifacts are stored in Urfa Museum. These consist of:

Ceramic type series 6
Ceramic diagnostics (all areas) 50
Survey pottery and finds

Groundstone type collection 3
Chipped stone diagnostics

B W N =

The remaining boxes contain unstudied or partially studied materials, currently in the process of being
analyzed:

6. Ceramics (1984 season, Areas B, C, and G) 28
7. Other ceramics

8. Partially studied chipped stone

9. Chipped stone (1984 season, Areas B, C, and G) 4
10. Chipped stone (all other areas) 18

The first five items listed contain only reference collections that should be kept for possible reanalysis in
the future, if warranted by new ideas, insights, or advances in analytical methodology. The last five contain
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material that will be disposed of after study and afier pertinent materials are added to the reference collections.
In addition to the above, there are 199 registered objects which were submitted separately to the Urfa Museum.
Some are being exhibited at the museum and the remainder are stored separately from the boxes listed above.

The ecofactual material in the United States (apart from samples that have already been submitted for
analysis) consists of:

Material Location Responsible Specialist
1. Animal bone The Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D.C. P. Wattenmaker
2. Macro-botanical remains The University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia N. Miller

3, 14C samples The University of Chicago, Chicago —

4. Molluscs The University of Chicago, Chicago D. Reese

Already submitted for analysis are small collections of ceramic ware, metallurgical pieces, and soil
samples. All excavation documentation, including the registry books, notebooks, context sheets, and original
plans and sections, is stored at The Oriental Institute of The University of Chicago. Also stored there are the
originals of the ceramic recording sheets, the groundstone and miscellaneous finds recording sheets, the
registered object cards, and about 4,000 drawings of ceramics, groundstone, and other finds. The remaining
specialists’ documentation is currently with the individual responsible specialists.

PUBLICATION

As noted in the Preface, this volume is the second of three intended volumes comprising the final report on
the results of the work of the Chicago Euphrates Archacological Project from 1980 to 1984. It consists of three
parts: a detailed stratigraphic analysis of the vertical operations, the ceramic analysis and the chronological
sequence, and the small finds. The first volume (Oriental Institute Publications 109) was written cntirely by T.
J. Wilkinson and includes the results of the regional survey program. It contains the detailed description of the
context in which the site exists. For 'this reason, it was considered unnccessary to go into that background
information in this volume in anything other than the most general fashion. The third and final volume of the
series is now in preparation under the supervision of B. Verhaaren, and will consist of the reports on the
horizontal exposures and sector probes. Also included will be specialist reports on categories of ecofactual and
artifactual data not inctuded here: primarily the faunal and botanical remains, and the chipped and ground stone
artifacts.

The format of these reports is not what the authors consider ideal for the final publication of the results of
the Chicago Euphrates Archaeological Project. Originally the plan was to present the results of the excavations
as a stratigraphic sequence, as larger snapshots of single settlements period by period, and not as is done here
by excavation area or artifact category. Ideally, the report was to provide the contextual analysis of the finds
within the sequence and the horizontal exposures as an overall diachronic and synchronic archaeological history.
In its current form, however, the raw material is presented in the manner in which it was collected and initially
processed rather than in the composite form of a historical reconstruction that would have been more desirable.
Only minimal interpretation is included and it is hoped that readers will form their own analyses of the results
presented here.

The current format was determined by necessity. It was decided that it would be preferable to present an
imperfect work arranged in the order that the initial analyses were received rather than to attempt an ideal
reconstruction at some indeterminate time. Given the number of contributors to the final report and the
uncertainties and constraints faced by each, a final composite interpretative report would proceed only as fast as
its slowest contributor. To some extent, however, a composite and partially intcrpretive view of the results at
the time this manuscript was in preparation has been presented earlier in an interim report.? That report
represents the stage of analysis reached by December 1984 and supersedes all previous reports. In turn, the
presentation of the stratigraphic sequence from the site provided in this volume supersedes all earlier reports,

8. Marfoe et al. 1984.
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although the interim report remains valuable for its interpretative sections and discussions of categories of
evidence not dealt with here.
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EXCAVATION AREAS AND THE STRATIGRAPHY

INTRODUCTION
by Leon Marfoe

The chronological sequence of deposits at Kurban Hoyiik was obtained from three independent vertical
operations (Areas A, CO1, and F). All known periods at the site are present in those operations, although far
more representative and detailed views of the site for two of those periods (Periods IV and III) were obtained
in the horizontal operations (Areas B, C, and D) and sector probes (Areas E and G). The objectives in the
vertical operations were not only to obtain a relatively quick guide as to what to expect in the excavations, but
also to retrieve samples of data that would provide a quantifiable time scries of assemblages. Consequently,
some attempt was made to standardize the area over which each phase would be cleared, although, of course,
this was often constrained by the morphology of deposition at the site.

All three of the vertical operations were excavated down to natural soil, at lcast over a reduced area; and
in each case a deeper probe was made into natural soil. In Area A, the step trench against the northern slope of
the south mound, a total of twelve meters of occupational deposits encompassing twenty-four phases and six
periods were recovered. In Area CO1, the sounding on the center of the north mound, the depth of deposit was
6.50 meters and spanned sixteen phases grouped into at least four periods. Not surprisingly, the accumulation
of occupational debris was shallowest in Area F, the sounding in the saddle arca between the north and south
mounds. There, natural soil was reached at about 5.50 meters below the current surface and fourteen phasecs
encompassing two periods were uncovered.

The individual sequences obtained from each of the vertical operations are naturally incomplete; the
elaboration of the full sequence at the site, therefore, requires the interleaving and occasional correlation of
phases from the various operations. Since the widely spread physical location of the soundings meant that no
stratigraphic linkage between them was possible, this intercalation is achieved in part by ceramic correlations
and in part by a number of explicit inferences and assumptions on architectural and stratigraphic correlations.
Consequently, the following account describes each sequence individually, even though a period by period
discussion of the results from all three operations together would have been more desirable since only after a
detailed presentation of the data from the individual operations has been presented will the reader be able to
follow the logic behind the assumptions and inferences that allowed for the correlations of the various
operations.

21
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CHAPTER 1

AREA A
by Leon Marfoe and Michael L. Ingraham

INTRODUCTION

The first area to be opened in the excavations at the site was a step trench on the north slope of the larger
south mound (figs. 3, 38). It was situated at the northeast corner of the mound, where the main north-south
base line for the site formed the west balk of the trench, and its alignment was intended to provide an easier
link with Area F, in the saddle area between the two mounds, and Area CO1 on the north mound. Excavations
in Area A took place in all five seasons, but as with the other areas, the bulk of the work was carried out in the
second (1981) and fourth (1983) seasons. The result was a long north-south trench measuring 55 meters in
length which began just north of the datum point for the south mound (Point A) and extended almost to the
base of the saddle. Originally laid out as a three meter wide trench, Area A in actuality ended up measuring
anywhere from three to four meters in width because the considerable crosion of the sides of the trench over the
length of five seasons necessitated frequent cutbacks in its sections. For recording purposes, the length of the
trench was divided into eleven 5 meter long units (“trenches”). These were identified consecutively from south
to north as A01, AQ2, A04, A0S, A06, AQ7, A0S, A09, A10, All, and A12.!

Originally, the principal objective of the Area A step trench was only to provide a quick stratigraphic
sequence that would later be supplemented by a sounding in the center of the south mound, and possibly by
widening selected portions of the trench in order to provide more extensive exposures of specific phases. Due to
logistical difficulties these supplementary objectives were abandoned by the 1981 season. Instead, a more
thorough sampling by cutting more deeply into the flank of the mound was contemplated. For this purpose, the
“Irenches” were combined to form three larger “steps,” each terminating at a major architecturally significant
phase. Thus, A01-A02 formed a 10 meter long siep terminating in a late EB Phase (20), A04-A05-A06
formed a 15 meter long step terminating in a middle EB phase (13), and A07-A08-A09 formed a 15 meter
long third step terminating at natural soil. The three steps just discussed and the sequence of excavations in the
step trench (by season) are illustrated on figure 6, below. Trenches A10-A11-A12 turned out to be filled with
tip and wash layers at the edge of the mound and were not excavated to any great depth, consequently no
occupational deposits were uncovered there. The significant amount of erosion and disturbances that had
occurred in this sector of the site extended even into Trench AQ9, where only a few isolated occupational
deposits were found. For this reason, an earlier objective to stratigraphically link up the step trench with Area F
in the saddle was soon abandoned.

Although the complementary occupations of the south and and north mounds precluded a complete
sequence in the Area A step trench, the longer occupations found there for Periods VI and IV provide the
yardstick against which the shallower Area CO1 deposits are measured. Area A is also the sole area in which
Period VIII material was found and provided supplementary though limited information on Periods III-1.

1. As may be noted, the trench numbers are sequential except for the disparity between Trenches A02 and A04.
During the first season of excavation, A03 was assigned to the sounding in the saddle area. That sounding was
later expanded and renamed Area F. It is under the latter name that it appears in this report.

23
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Figurc 6. Area A Step Trench, Steps and Scquence of Excavations 1980-1984.

THE STRATIGRAPHY

In general, in this final phasing of the Area A sequence the phasing critcria employed in preliminary
reports is followed, although, in a few cases either subtle and minor changes or fragmentary remains are
combined together to form a single phase with one or more subphases as necessary.? It should be borne in mind,
however, that in preliminary reports phasing in Area A (as in all vertical operations) was from the top down,
while in this report it is from the bottom (natural soil} up. The phasing framework presented here, therefore,
supersedes that of earlier assessments.

NATURAL SOIL

Natural soil was reached across the entire bottom of Trenches A07-A08-AQ9 at about 88.15 meters. A
deeper test trench in A07-A08 penetrated it to about 87.70 meters, while another test trench in AQ9 reached
about 86.50 meters. In this area of the site, therefore, the total depth of deposit as measured from the start of
natural soil to the top of the mound (Point A, at an arbitrary elevation of 100 meters) was some 12 meters
(11.85 to be exact).? The fact that the elevation of natural soil in the bottom of Area A is higher than that
measured in Areas F and CO1 suggests that the original settlement on the south mound was founded on a
slightly higher subterrace overlooking a lower terrace on which the north mound settlement was later to be
established. However, the natural soil matrix found at the base of both mounds was identical and consisted of a
dense reddish-brown clay loam,

Relevant Loci

Natural soil A07:118; A08:076, 077; A09:019, 020

2. Marfoe 1982 and Marfoe et al. 1986.
3. For an approximation of the absolute elevation of Point A, see above, Introduction, note 7.
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PERIOD VIII (MIDDLE-LATE HALAF)

Founded directly on natural soil, the earliest occupation uncovered at the site and of this sector of the south
mound belongs to the Halaf period. A total of five phases of the period were identified within 1.50 meters of
occupational deposits. However, due to disturbances caused by various human and animal activities, sherds
also were found in the uppermost 50 ¢cm or so of natural soil* As a group the five Halaf phases are rather
disparate, each displaying a depositional history and features that evince little continuity with other phases in
the group. The significance of this disparity is uncertain. It may reflect an episodic series of settlements or,
more likely, the sort of discontinuous use of space that sometimes exists on the periphery of a settlement.

The Halaf period settlement, it should be understood, need not represent the earliest period of occupation
at the site, just the earliest identified one. It is not impossible that an earlier period of settlement may have
existed ncar the core of the south mound, since a very small number of isolated and out of context sherds may
be of an earlier late Neolithic date (see below, p. 226 and pl. 144:A).

PHASES 1, 2: Plan (fig. 7), Sections (figs. 48, 49, 53)

The installations that characterize Phases 1 and 2 were constructed directly over natural soil and appear 10
be closely related in time. Although they are chronologically distinct, it was not always possible to differentiate
with precision the surfaces associated with each phase. In part this is because the Phase 3 structures overlying
them were never removed, and in any case those later structures had cut into and disturbed the carlier ones.
Consequently, Phases 1 and 2 are best considered together.

The principal features of Phase 1 are found in Trench AO7 and consisted of a circular row of river cobbles,
presumably a hearth (Unit 1.1: Locus A07:116), and an adjacent rectangular structure with foundations also
made from a single row of river cobbles (Unit 1.2: Locus A07:120). Only a portion of the “hearth” was cleared
inside the trench, where it protrudes from the south section of AO7. Nevertheless it could be seen that it had a
diameter of about 1.50 meters. The rectangular structure, Unit 1.2, was oriented on an almost exact north-south
axis and was flimsily built. Possibly serving as a shed of some sort, its preserved dimensions were about 1.90
meters north-south and 1.20 meters east-west. However, its western side was not fully exposed since it was
under a Phase 3 structure that was never removed. A narrow opening on its castern wall suggests an entrance.
Slightly to the north of Unit 1.2 was found a roughly circular pile of stones (Locus A07:117) which was too
symmetrical to represent “stone fall.” However, if indeed a feature, its function is uncertain.

The Phase 2 structure (Unit 2.1) was located just to the west of the Phase 1 features just described,
partially unexcavated under the west scction. As noted above, it too was founded directly over natural soil.
Oriented obliquely to the Phase 1 features in a roughly NNE-SSW direction, Unit 2.1 was a far more
substantial rectangular structure than Unit 1.2. Its walls were formed by one or two courses of rough limestone
rocks in a variety of sizes which were packed neatly creating fairly smooth edges. Almost exactly three (north-
south) by two (east-west) meters in its exterior dimensions, Unit 2.1 had a rear (west) wall about 40 cm thick
which had been cut away partially by a later Period VI pit, side (north and south) walls about 50 cm thick, and
a wider front (east) wall about 70 cm thick. Although the east wall had been partially cut by a later Phase 3
wall (and in turn may have cut the west wall of the Phase 1 structure, Unit 1.2) a neatly faced door “frame”
was preserved indicating an entrance. Inside the structure on its southern corner, a compacted earth floor (Loci
114/115) along the base of the foundation walls (Locus A07:110) was traced.

At one time the possibility was considered that Unit 2.1 might have served as a fairly elaborate tomb
chamber for a burial (Locus A07:105, FCNs 1081-1087, now ascribed to Phase 3, see below p. 27), since the
burial was found squarely in the interior of the structure. However, in view of the close stratigraphic proximity
of the structures of Phases 1, 2, and 3 and the low elevation of the walls of Unit 2.1 (higher walls would have
been expected if the structure were in fact a burial chamber) it appears more likely that the burial had been cut
into the Phase 2 structure from above.

4. For the purposes of the ceramic analysis this material was kept separate and termed “Phase 0.” See below, Part
Two, Chapter 6, Tables 1-4b, pp. 232-34.
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Relevant Loci
Phase 1
Unit 1.1
Hcarth AQ7:116
Unit 1.2
Rectangular structure A07:120
Interior floor/fill A07:119
South exterior surface/fill AQ7:112 0.90 m3
North exterior surface/fill A08:074 1.60 m3
Circular stone feature A07:117
Surrounding surface/fill A07:111 0.30 m3
Phasc 2
Unit 2.1
Rectangular structure A07:110/A08:075 ‘
Internal fill A07:109, 113 1.30 m3
Floor A07:114/115
South exterior surface/fill A07:108 0.20 m3
North exterior surface/fill A08:077 0.30 m3

PHASE 3: Plan (fig. 8), Sections (figs. 42, 43, 48, 49, 53), Architectural Photograph (fig. 27)

The best preserved phasc of the Halaf period was Phase 3. Its principal feature was a circular tholos
structure (Unit 3.1), half of which was uncovered in the eastern portion of the trench and the remainder was left
uncxcavated under the east balk. The exposed structure wall (Loci A07:106/A08:073) was built of stone and
was still standing to a height of four courses (about 50 cm). Since, as will be remembered, these courses had
cut into the structures of the preceding phases, and since the associated interior and exterior floors extend into
the upper courses of the wall as preserved, it is certain that most of what remains of the tholos wall must
represent foundations. Moreover, the foundation trench must have been significantly wider than the wall itself
since, even though the inncr core of the wall was uneven, its exterior and interior faces were fairly regular.’
However, it should be noted that it was not possible to differentiate clearly the foundation trench during
excavation, The width of the wall varied considerably along its exposed circumference (from 30-50 cm on its
south end to 80-90 cm on its north end). However, enough of the tholos was preserved inside the trench that it
could be secn that it had an external diameter of about 4.10 meters and an internal one of about 2.60 meters
(measurcd along the north-south axis). In all certainty the tholos had a mudbrick superstructure. This is shown
by a single course of mudbrick (visible on the south section of Trench A07 [fig. 53]) which was found in situ
overlying parts of the stone courses of the wall.

The interior surface associated with the tholos (Locus AQ07:107) was well dcfined and could be traced
without difficulty over the northern half of the interior space of the structure. Floor 107 was a plaster speckled
surface almost flush, as has already been noted, with the top of the foundations. On this floor was found a
finely-crafted bifacial flint “dagger” with a cortex-covered butt (pl. 166:H).6 The surface on the exterior of the
tholos was a compacted earth floor (Locus A07:105) and was therefore more difficult to differentiate with
precision, both in A07 and A08. It too was almost flush with the top of the wall as preserved. Associated with
this surface was a burial (Locus A07:105, FCNs 1081-1087), which was found slightly to the west of the tholos.
As noted above, the burial pit had been cut squarely into the interior of a Phase 2 structure (Unit 2.1: fig. 7).
Since this burial has already been described in detail elscwhere, here only a cursory description is provided.” It
was a single interment containing a female adult in a flexed position with her limbs bent tight against the
body. She was laid in a shallow, simple grave which was filled with a dense brown soil with some

5. This point of interpretation was suggested by Dr. Thomas McClellan.
6. Previously published and discussed in some detail by McDonald 1986, p. 60, figure 27.

7. Alpagut 1986. Note that in that report, written while phasing in Area A was still preliminary and still reckoned
from the top down rather than from natural soil up, the burial is assigned to “Phase 25.” The phasing of the
burial presented here should be considered definitive and supersedes that given in Ms. Alpagut’s report.
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concentrations of gray ash.® No grave goods accompanied the burial, although miscellancous chipped stone,
sherd, and shell fragments were recovered from the soil matrix inside the grave.

Relevant Loci

Unit 3.1 Tholos

Wall/wall foundations A07:106/A08:073
Interior floor/fill A07:107 0.20 m?
Exterior surface/fill A07:105 (except FCNs 1081-1087)

A08:069/070, 072 9.30 m?
Burial A07:105 (FCNs 1081-1087)

Comments: The burial was excavated with the same locus number as the surrounding surface and fill. It is
easily differentiated, however, since it was restricted to Fine Grid 90.

PHASE 4: Plan (fig. 9), Sections (figs. 48, 49)

In contrast to the major architecture that characterized the preceding phase, Phase 4 was defined simply by
a compacted earth surface (Loci A07:103/A08:068) which extended across both AQ7 and AO8 and which was
overlain by a fairly thick accumulation of fill. Its matrix was hard and dense and had occasional pebbles and
bits of plaster scattered across it. In the southeastern sector of A07, a shallow (about 20 ¢cm decp) depression or
pit (Locus A07:104) had been cut. It was filled with soft gray/brown soil which contrasted with the harder
matrix of the surrounding surface. Only partially exposed in the trench, Pit 104 was ovoid in shape and had an
irregular diameter of about 1.50 meters.

Relevant loci

Compacted surface A07:103/A08:068 2.60 m?

Depression or pit A07:104 0.70 m3

Fill and fall over surface A07:098/100/101, AQ7:102 3.20, 2.70 m3
A08:067, 066 5.90 m?

Comments: Neither Surface A07:103/A08-068 nor Pit 104 show clearly in the east section (fig. 42), even
though both were clearly defined during excavation. Also, it should be noted that in the south section of AQ7
(fig. 53) a pit may be seen that was not detected during excavation. On account of its stratigraphic position,
this pit (no locus number) is assignable to Phase 4. It is presumed that only its perimeter protruded into the
trench making it likely that little contamination of earlier phases took place during cxcavation. In any case,
only materials from fine grids 60-62 would be affected.

PHASE 5: Plan (fig. 10), Sections (figs. 42, 43, 53), Photograph (fig. 28)

From an architectural standpoint, Phase 5, the final phase of the Halaf period at the site, was also the most
elaborate. However, much in the same way that each of the preceding phases bears little resemblance to each
other, Phase 5 is also substantially different from the immediately preceding phase. The most distinctive
feature of the final Halaf phase was another tholos structure which extended across Trenches A07 and A08
(Unit 5.1). This later tholos was far less sturdily built than its Phase 3 predecessor. However, it is of additional
interest because part of the dromos also was exposed. Slightly more than half of the tholos foundations were
exposed in Trench AO8, revealing a horseshoe-shaped structure with a rough external diameter of 4.20 mcters
and an internal one of about 3.20 meters (measured along the north-south axis). Since the structure is aligned
in a NNW-SSE direction, the open side of the horseshoe, presumably the entrance, faces north. Although
partially disturbed by later pits, the foundations (Loci A08:052/055) consisted of two horizontal courses of
limestone and granite boulders (about 40-50 cm in thickness) and were preserved to a height of two courses
(about 10-20 cm). Between the upper and lower preserved courses, a layer of mud had been laid, possibly

8. For a more detailed sketch of the position of the skeleton than that offered here in figure 8, sec Alpagut 1986, p.
174, figure 20.
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indicating a rebuild. The tholos interior, like the foundations, was also disturbed by later pits. Thus, it was
difficult to trace the floor of the structure (Loci A08 061, 062) across any great extent. Exterior surfaces also
were difficult to trace in this phase and could not be distinguished clearly from the surrounding fill.

A much smaller portion of the dromos than of the tholos protruded into the trench. Little or nothing was
exposed of the dromos interior and most of what was cleared consisted of the foundation for the western dromos
wall (Locus A07:097), which was almost parallel to the east balk of Trench AQ7. Like the already discussed
foundations of the tholos, Wall 097 was about 40-50 cm (and two courses) wide, but of its height only one
course was preserved (about 10-15 cm). At the point of contact with the tholos, the dromos bonded directly to
form a thickened double wall. The preserved length of the dromos was at least 3.60 meters, but it is uncertain
whether or not more of its length lies unexcavated under the south balk of AQ7. Given that so little of the
dromos was exposed, it is unclear whether or not at Kurban it represented an entrance to the tholos itself, as
suggested by Mallowan for the Arpachiyah examples,® or rather whether it represented a rectangular annex of
possibly differentiated function, as seems to have been the case at other contemporary sites where similar
structures have been recovered.!? Of the two alternatives the latter is more likely since Tholos 5.1 actually has
a clearly marked entrance on its wall at the point directly opposite the dromos making it unlikely that the
dromos was used as yet another entryway.

In the southwest comner of A(Q7, the stone foundations (Locus A07:096) of what may be the corner of a
small rectangular building were found (Unit 5.2). This structure had been disturbed by a Phase 6 pit and much
of it still lies unexposed under the eastern and southern balks, although some 2.20 meters of its north-south
length protruded into the trench. Only a single course high, these foundations were built from round rocks, about
10 to 20 cm high. The preserved portion of Unit 5.2 is positioned almost parallel to the dromos of tholos 5.1
and the two structures are separated by a passageway about 1.80 meters in width.

Relevant loci

Unit 5.1
Tholos foundations A08:052/055
Mud mortar A08:065
Dromos walls A07:097
Tholos interior
Floor A08:061, 062 0.50 m3
Fill over floor A08:059, 060 2.90 m3
Exterior surfaces and fill
North A08:054, 058 0.50 m3
West A08:056 2.00 m3
South A07:095/A08:063 4,20 m3
Unit 5.2
Wall foundations A07:096

Comments: Locus A08:060 is partly mixed with material from a later (Phase 8: Late Chalcolithic) pit
{Locus A08:053). Locus AQ7:095 is also partly mixed with material from the earliest Late Chalcolithic (Phase
6) fill layers.

PERIOD VIA-B (LATE CHALCOLITHIC)

On the south mound, there is no evidence for a Period VII occupation such as that recovered from the north
mound. Consequently, the south mound would appear to have been unoccupied for a considerable span of time,
at least in the sector sampled by the step trench. However, this substantial hiatus was not reflected in any
significant accumulation of naturally laid deposits in Area A. Instead, the earliest layers of the Late

9. Mallowan and Rose 1935, pp. 28-31.

10. At Cavi Tarlas: near the northern fringes of the Karababa region, for example. There, the dromos interior was
occupied by a number of partition walls suggesting an enclosed room annexed to the circular tholos rather than
an unencumbered passageway (Mellink 1985a, p. 556, fig. 2).
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Chalcolithic period were found directly and closely superimposed over the Halaf period (Period VIII) layers. At
most, 20-30 cm of fill corresponding to Period VIB were found discontinuously across Trenches A07-A08.
Above this accumulated the more regular Period VIA layers forming an overall depth of deposits of the Late
Chalcolithic period in this part of the mound of about 1.50 meters.

Like the Halaf period phases that preceded them, the Area A Late Chalcolithic phases bear little
resemblance with each other. They appear to represent a succession of roofed and unroofed areas of the
settlement, first overlooking and later extending across the saddle, where, as is indicated below in the
discussion of Area F, a natural spring was utilized throughout the Late Chalcolithic period. The total exposure
for Period V1 in Area A exceeds that achieved for Period VIII, since in addition to Trenches AQ7-AQ8, traces of
settlement were discerned in the later period also in Trench A09. However, two factors contribute to make a
coherent reconstruction of settlement in the Late Chalcolithic phases more difficult than had been the case in
the Halaf period. The first is the rather ephemeral nature of the deposits which, as noted above, consisted in
some phases principally of unroofed (unbuilt) exterior activity areas. The second factor is the preservation of
the remains within this area in the periphery of the site. In many cases, features were truncated abruptly by the
edge of erosion of the mound and by the accompanying tip and wash layers (which in Trench A08 cxtended up
to five meters below the preserved surface of the mound [see, for example, figs. 43, 44, 49, 50]). Moreover,
much of the area of Trenches AO8 and AQ9 was pitted extensively in the Late Chalcolithic period and in later
periods. Some of the pits were deep enough so as to have disturbed even the deeper-lying Halaf period layers.
Because many of these pits were found very close to the edge of erosion, phasing them was sometimes
difficult. Many can generally be assigned only roughly to a phase, although all of them can be assigned without
doubt to specific periods.

In contrast to the situation just described for Trenches A08-A09, Trench A07 is situated farther away from
the edge of the mound and accordingly the sequence there is much betler preserved. Because of this, phasing of
the Late Chalcolithic sequence in the step trench is based primarily on the stratification uncovered in Trench
AQ7. To the cxtent that specific layers in that trench can be traced into Trenches AQ8 and A09, the stratigraphy
of those latter trenches are keyed into the AQ7 sequence. However, the situation is made more confused, or at
least more complex, by the fact that in addition to some of the aforementioned pits, a number of other intrusive
features (including later wall foundations and a Late Chalcolithic burial), had cut squarely into the middle of
Trenches A08 and A09 as well. Because of this, the stratified features of Trenches A08-AQ9 form in fact two
separate sequences against the east and west balks respectively, which must in turn be correlated with the
better stratified AO7 phases.

PERIOD VIB

PHASE 6: Plan (fig. 11), Sections (figs. 42, 43, 48-50, 53), Ceramics (fig. 54)

The carliest Late Chalcolithic phase in the step trench was also the most difficult to define. It was
distinguished as a separate phase largely because it represents a significant series of layers containing some
evidence of an occupation as well as a distinctive ceramic assemblage (sce below, Part Two, Chapter 8, pp.
260ff.) sandwiched between two more clearly defined phases (5 and 7). Directly above several fill layers
overlying the latest Period VIII phase (5) was found a compacted earth layer (Locus A07:089), which appears
to represent a surface, although it was not always distinguishable as such during excavation. This surface was
difficult to trace and only patches of it were recognized across the cxposed area. It was most clearly preserved
in Trench A07 were it can be discerned against the west and south sections (figs. 48, 53). There, the most
distinctive feature identified on the surface was a small ash-filled hearth (Locus A07:093). It was ovoid in
shape and measured 30 cm in width and 5 c¢m in depth. Apparently cut from Surface 089 and directly southwest
of Hearth 093, was found a pit (Locus A07:090), which had penetrated deeply into earlier layers. An almost
complete pot was found inside (pl. 33:I).

Surface A07:089 extended northwards at least into Trench AO8, even though here it was even more difficult
to trace with precision and was not assigned a new locus number. The only features of note that may perhaps
be associated in this sector were two large pits. The first was found just inside Trench AO8 protruding from the



oi.uchicago.edu

30 TOWN AND COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTERN ANATOLIA

west balk. It had a squarish plan and may have been dug from Surface 089, since its top was preserved at more
or less the same elevation as that surface in Trench A07 (Loci A08:057/071). However, because of the already
discussed difficulties in tracing Surface 089 in this sector, a clear stratigraphic connection could not be
established between the pit and the surface. Pit 057/071 is assigned to Phase 6 principally on account of its
distinctive ceramic repertoire which matched closely that of layers securely assigned to Phase 6 in Trench AQ7.
Also assigned to Phase 6 on typological rather than stratigraphic grounds was a second, even larger, pit that
had cut deeply into natural soil (Locus A09:016). It was found in Trench AQ9 protruding into the excavated area
from the west balk, more than five meters away and downslope from the preceding in an area where no traces
whatsoever of a surface were detected.

Relevant Loci

Surface and fill A07:089 1.10 m3
Subsurface fill A07:091/092/094 5.60 m3

A08:049 5.90 m3
Fill over surface AQ7:087/088
Hearth AQ07:093 0.10 m3
Southwest pit A07:090 0.20 m3
Northwest pit A08:057/071 2.20 m3
Pit into natural soil AQ9:016

PERIOD VIA

PHASE 7: Plan (fig. 12), Sections (figs. 42, 43, 48, 49, 53), Ceramics (fig. 55)

In contrast with the preceding phase, Phase 7 can be traced without difficulty across large portions of
Trenches AQ7, AO8, and AQ9. It represents the first occupational phase of the Late Chalcolithic period that can
be connected, on the basis of the associated ceramics, with the intrusion of Late Uruk period Mesopotamian
elements into the Turkish lower Euphrates arca. The main feature of this occupation was a series of pebble and
cobble surfaces extending across Trenches A07-A08, which appear to represent an exterior (i.e., unroofed) area
and thus indicate a certain degree of continuity from the preceding phase in the use of this sector of the mound.

The surface in Trench AQ7 was easily traced as it was characterized by a dense horizontal scatter of stones
and occasional sherds (Locus A07:085). It was bordered to the north by a row of limestone slabs for which no
superstructure could be detected (Locus A07:086). Roughly 2.50 meters long (east-west) and 70 cm wide, the
slabs zigzag irregularly across the trench. Although originally it was presumed that this structure was a drain, it
is more likely that it may represent an insubstantial foundation for a courtyard wall. North of this partition, if
that is indeed what it was, a second pebble and cobble surface was found (Locus A08:047). Two pits near the
center of the exposed area in Trench AO8 (Loci A08:048, 051) appear to have been cut from the 047 surface,
although the actual relationship between the surface and the pits was not entirely clear since both pits had been
partially disturbed by a later Phase 8 burial (Locus A08:045). One of the pits {(051) was about 1.50 meters in
diameter and some 90 cm deep.

The various disturbances just enumerated, as well as other contemporary and later pits located further north
in the trench, disrupted the connection between the pebble surfaces of Trenches A07-A08 and other features
assigned to Phase 7 in the northern part of Trench A08 and in Trench AQ9 which could be distinguished against
the east and west balks of the trench. Against the east balk, for example, a fairly extensive burnt plaster floor
could be raced for almost four meters in both A08 and A09 (Loci A08:043/A09:009). At least two subphases of
this floor were distinguished. Above a thin layer of occupational deposits and fill covering the original floor
(Locus A08:042) a second plastered floor was laid (Locus A08:041). It seems probable that this carefully made
and maintained floor belonged to the interior of a building, a wall of which may have originally straddled the
area to the south now thoroughly disturbed by pits. If indeed so, the pebble surfaces of A07-A08 referred to
above may represent an outdoor area attached to this hypothetical building,

Along the west balk of Trench A09, and separated from the plastered floor just discussed by intrusive wall
foundations, was found a small sunken hearth (Locus A09:015). Roughly ovoid in shape, its plastered surface
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and perimeter walls had been heavily burnt and its interior was filled with ashy debris. This hearth appears to
have been associated with a compacted earth floor (no locus no.) that could be traced for some distance north-
south against the balk. Like the series of plastered floors against the east balk neither Hearth 015 nor its
associated surface could be linked directly with the pebble surfaces of Trenches AO7-A08 to the south.

Relevant Loci
South pebble surface AQ7:085 0.50 m3
Suprafloor fill A07:083-084 0.90 m3
Courtyard “wall” or “drain” AQ07:086 0.10 m?
North pebble surface A08:048 0.10 m3
Suprafloor fill AQ08:046 1.90 m3
Pits A08:048, 051 0.3, 2.60 m3
A0B-AQ9 East balk sequence
Burnt plaster floor (original) A08:043/A09:009 0.20 m3
Subfloor fill A08:031
Suprafloor fill AQ8:042 0.50 m3
Later subphase
Plaster floor A08:041
Fall over floor A08:040 0.90 m3
A08-A09 West balk sequence
Hearth AQ09:015 0.10 m3
Fill over hearth A09:012 6.70 m3
Fill A08:054 0.80 m3

Comments: A variety of Phase 7 loci should be considered to be mixed with Phase 6 deposits. These
include Pits A08:048, 051, the fill over and around Hearth 015: A09:012, and the subfloor fill for the cast
plaster floors, A08:031. The A08:054 fill is mixcd with both A09:012 and Phase 6 deposits. Also contained
within A08:054 but not differentiated from it is the surface associated with and immediately south of Hearth
015.

PHASE 8: Plan (fig. 13), Sections (figs. 42, 43, 48, 53), Ceramics (fig. 56)

While less well defined than its immediate predecessor, Phase 8 appears to bear a basic similarity to
Phase 7, reflecting some degree of continuity in the use of space in this sector of the mound. A pebble and
cobble surface, much like the surfaces of the preceding phase but with a heavier concentration of large sherds
used as part of the paving, was cleared over most of Trench A07 and part of Trench A08 (Loci
A07:079/A08:038).!! Embedded on the northern edge of this surface was found a limestone door socket (MRN
11144, not illustrated). Because of its location in the middle of an apparently outdoor area, the door socket
may not be in situ and it is possible that it may have been reused as a post hole. In any case, possibly reused
door sockets in the middle of outdoor surfaces were not uncommon at the site and at least one other example of
the practice was found in a later Area A phase.!? Towards the south balk, the A07-A08 pebble and sherd
surfaces just discussed grade into a compacted earth surface, red-brown in color, which could be traced clearly
towards the east and south balks but not towards the west {Loci A07:077, 080).

As was the case in the previous phase, the area directly north of the pebble and sherd surfaces was
disturbed by a number of later pits. In this disturbed area, partly sectioned in the east balk, a pit assignable to
Phase 8 was found (Locus A08:053). Pit 053 appeared to be about 1.20 meters in diameter, was approximately
32 cm deep, and had cut into the burnt plaster floor of the preceding phase (A09:009/A08:043). Part of the pit
bottom was filled with hard bricky material. Also found in this area north of the pebble and sherd surfaces was
a somewhat enigmatic stone feature (Locus A08:032). This feature protruded into the trench from the west balk
and continued roughly in an east-west direction for a length of 1.30 meters. It was fairly massive measuring

11. Most of the sherds embedded on this surface (about 78.25 kg worth) were derived from storage-sized
chaff/straw-tempered ware jars.

12. Period IVC, Phase 11. See below, figure 15.
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about 1 meter in width and about 1.25~1.40 meters in height. The stone feature 032 was originally thought to
represent a substantial, if badly built wall. However, removal of the underlying “courses,” which were only
loosely packed, suggests an alternative explanation as rubble or fall—were it not for its reasonably straight
sides. Another possibility is that Feature 032 might simply represent a boulder-filled pit.

Of greater interest, however, in this disturbed area north of the pebble and sherd surfaces was a burial
(Loci A08:045/044) found immediately southeast of the massive stone feature just described. Since the
contents of the burial have now been discussed in detail elsewhere, only a cursory description is provided
here.!® It should be noted, however, that in the carlier report the burial was assigned to Phase 7, when the the
pits underlying the burial (and cut by it) were as yet undiscovered.!# Assigning these pits to Phase 7
consequently made a similar date for the burial unlikely, although it is not impossible that it may have
belonged to a later subphase. A Phase 8 date now seems more probable even though the southem edge of the
burial was not recognized at the time the Phase 8 pebble and sherd surface was excavated. In either case, this
change of phasing does not alter the periodization of the burial (Period VIA—erroneously called VIB in the
earlier report).

The grave itself was a relatively shallow oval pit (about 1.30 x 1.75 meters) containing two superimposed
articulated but poorly preserved individuals; both were in sprawled positions (as if they had been flung into the
pit one after the other rather than being gently laid). The lower individual {Skeleton 1) was a female and was
not as well preserved or articulated as the upper one (Skeleton 2), which is a young male stretched in an east-
west position with arms and legs outflung. His skull was only partially preserved, but the position of the
mandible indicates that the head lay on its west side facing south. The backbone was arched as if the
individual was thrown backwards into the grave. Skeleton 1 was located immediately below and next to
Skeleton 2 with its face to the east and its backbone similarly arched.!® One nicely burnished Late Chalcolithic
bowl (pl. 29:G) was placed against the northern edge of the burial as an offering, thus somewhat contradicting
the apparent casual character of the interment.

Relevant Loci

South
Pebble and sherd surface A07:079/A08:038 0.70 m3
Associated surfaces A07:077, 080 0.30 m3
Subfloor fill A07:081-082; A08:039 1.60 m3
Suprafloor fill A07:078 0.50 m3

North
Pit A08:053 0.60 m3
Burial A08:045/044 0.10 m3
Stone feature A08:032
Fill/possible surface A08:030 1.20 m3
Subfloor fill A08:037 1.40 m3
Fill (mixed) A08:035 1.40 m3

Comments: A08:044 is partly mixed with materials from Pits A08:048, 051 and thus contains a mixture of
Phases 7 and 8. Also mixed with Phase 7 materials is A08:030. Locus A08:035, on the other hand, is mixed
with materials from the succeeding phase, Phase 9.

PHASE 9: Plan (fig. 14), Sections (figs. 42, 43, 48, 49, 53), Ceramics (fig. 53)

If Phases 7 and 8 reflect a degree of continuity (in the reuse of AQ7 and parts of AO8 as an exterior [i.e.,
unroofed] pebble and sherd-paved area), the several subphases of Phase 9 indicate an important change from

13. Alpagut 1986.

14. Note that in the earlier report the burial is assigned to “Phase 21.” For an explanation of phasing changes since
that report was written, see above note 6.

15. For a more detailed sketch of the position of the skeletons than that offered here in figure 13, see Alpagut 1986,
p- 174, figure 19.
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the preceding phases, although the southern and northern parts of the exposed area still appear to reflect
unroofed and roofed areas, respectively,

The best defined subphase was exposed in Trench A07, where a compacted dark brown earth surface (Loci
A07:072-073) underlaid by soft ashy fill (Loci A07:075-076) extended across the entire area and effectively
sealed the Phase 8 layers. Towards the north, Surface 072073 could be traced into the southern half of Trench
A08 (although it was not assigned a separate locus number), where it began to slope downwards following the
contours of the mound. On the northern preserved edge of this surface, emerging partially from the west balk of
the trench, was found a slight depression with a burnt, plaster-lined hearth in its center (Loci A08:033-034).
The hearth was irregularly ovoid in shape, measured roughly 40 cm in width, and was filled with ashy debris.
Just north of this feature, Surface 072-073 was traced up to the general vicinity of a mudbrick wall (Locus
A08:023), which emerged from the west balk into the trench in a rough east-west direction and was traced for
about 2.20 meters. However, the surface was not traceable up to Wall 023 itself which must represent a later
subphase, since it seals a circular pit (Locus A08:029) near the center of the trench that had been cut from the
072-073 surface. Unlike other walls of the Late Chalcolithic period, Wall 023 did not have stone foundations
but was instead composed entirely of mudbrick. It was two courses (about 60 cm) in width and was preserved (o
a height of two courses.

As had been the case in the preceding phases, the connection between the northern and southern portions of
the 15 meter-long step formed by Trenches A07-A09 was less than clear. That connection had been disrupted
not only by Wall 023 and Pit 029, but also by a deep Period IV well (Locus A08:050) near the cast balk and by
a double pit of similar date near the west balk (Locus A08:014). The Phase 9 features north of the 023
mudbrick wall are difficult to relate to those already discussed and may represent yct another subphase,
possibly a slightly earlier one.

The most distinctive feature of the northern sector of the step was an L-shaped room (Unit 9.1) formed by
the stone foundations of two walls in the western half of the trench (Loci A08:020, 026). The foundations for
the western wall of Room 9.1 (026) were oriented NNW-SSE and were rather flimsily built, consisting of only
one loosely laid course of medium-sized stones without any clear bonding arrangement. As preserved, these
foundations were about 1.90 meters long and only 40 cm wide. Immediately west of Wall 026 and lying flat
flush against it was found a large rectangular limestone boulder. It may represent a fragment of a partially
destroyed adjoining crosswall or, more likely, a threshold into Room 9.1. Abutting Wall 026 perpendicularly
and thus creating a corner, were the foundations for the southern wall of Room 9.1 (Locus A08:020), which
were parallel to the already mentioned mudbrick (023) wall to the south. The foundations for Wall 020 were
somewhat better built than those of the the wall they abutted, and consisted of two courses of stones some 50
cm in width. Wall 020 was preserved for a length of about 1.40 meters and in turn abutted on its eastern end
the partially destroyed foundations of a third wall (Locus A08:027) which extended obliguely to it for about
1.40 meters in a NNE-SSW direction. Because of its orientation, the function of this last wall is difficult to
understand in terms of Room 9.1. However, Wall 027 appears to be of the same poorly preserved construction
as the western wall of the room, Wall 026, since it consisted of a single course of limestone slabs, about 40 cm
in width, rather haphazardly laid. Inside Room 9.1 there was a layer of red brick fall (Locus A08:028), but little
evidence of a good surface was found.

It is possible that Room 9.1 and the enigmatic wall diagonal to it (027) represent a continuation of earlier
buildings in the northern sector of the A07-A08-A09 step that had been destroyed by the construction of those
Phase 9 structures. If so, such hypothetical earlier structures may have been associated with the plaster floors
(A08:041, A08:043/A09:009) and hearth (A09:015) of Phase 7, which follow a roughly similar orientation as
the Phase 9 walls. This would indicate that this sector of the mound remained a roofed area throughout those
phases, in contrast to the area of Trench A07 to the south. However, although it is unlikely that the AQ7 area
may have been roofed, it is not impossible, since despite the lack of plaster flooring, the compacted carth
surface there (072-073) was remarkably devoid of courtyard-like debris.

Relevant Loci

Latest Subphase(?)
Mudbrick wall A08:023 0.10 m3
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Middle Subphase

Compacted earth surface A07:072-73 1.70 m3

Hearth A08:033-34

Pit A08:029 0.40 m3

Subfloor fill A07:075-76 0.50 m?3

A08:036 0.3 m3

Early(?) Subphase

Room 9.1

West wall A08:026

South wall A08:020

Oblique wall A08:027

Fill/surface(?) within room A08:028

Fill (mixed) A08:025

Comments: Not being associated with any Phase 9 surface, the mudbrick wall A08:023 is assigned to this
phase only tentatively and, as noted above, only as a later subphase of uncertain relation to the other features
of the phase, even though the wall does extend parallel to the south wall of Room 9.1. An alternative phasing
of Wall 023 in Phase 11 (Period IVC) was also considered but eventually discarded for reasons explained more
fully below (p. 37).

PHASE 10: Plan (not available), Section (fig. 53), Ceramics (fig. 58)

The final Late Chalcolithic occupation, Phasc 10, was cleared mainly in the area of Trench AO7 just
beneath the earliest layers of Period IV. As in the immediately preceding phase of the Late Chalcolithic
period, the principal feature of Phase 10 in this sector of the settlement was a hard packed serics of earthen
surfaces (Locus A07:062) which had been laid over softer fill and which sealed the Phase 9 layers. Surface 062,
however, was not as easily traced as its Phase 9 predecessor. North of Trench A(Q7, deposits had been badly
disturbed by the edge of erosion, which had been made particularly oblique at this elevation of the mound by
the presence of the massive Period IVB fortification wall immediately upslope (see below, pp. 38f.).
Consequently in this area north of Trench AQ7 layers assigned to Phase 10 are simply those of Late
Chalcolithic date which cannot be linked with Phase 9 and are stratigraphically later than it.

Relevant Loci
Trench AQ7
Compacted earth surface A07:062 1.20 m3
Supra- and subfloor fill A07:060, 068/069/070/071 4.80 m3
Trench AO8
Fill A08:016, 022, 024 0.40 m3

Comments: Locus A07:060 was a small test trench beneath the earliest Period IV phase (11). It cut across
the fill above and below the 062 surface. Locus A08:022 is partially mixed with material from the Period IV
well (A08:050).

PERIOD 1V (MID-LATE EB)

The Late Chalcolithic period in the step trench was followed by a long hiatus. Period V, the early EB, was
found only in Area C01 on the north mound and appears to have been absent from the sector of the south
mound sampled by the step trench. However, the resulting hiatus in occupation is not represented by a
significant accumulation of wash and fill in Area A. Occupational layers of Period IV, the mid-late EB, were
found superimposed directly on the last Late Chaicolithic phase, with only a few centimeters of soil separating
the lowest Period 1V floor from the uppermost Period VI surface. From this juncture to the last Period IV phase
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in the step trench there are roughly eight meters of deposits divisible into ten distinct phases. Thus, about two-
thirds of the total depth of deposits in the step trench (about twelve meters) is attributable to the Period IV
occupation of the south mound, suggesting that the mid-late EB settlement was the most massive and enduring
of all those investigated at the site.

The sequence from these eight meters of deposits is demonstrably longer than that of contemporary layers
in any of the two other vertical operations, Areas C01 and F, and provides the framework for our subdivision of
Period 1V into three subperiods, Periods IVC, IVB, and IVA. This subdivision is based largely on stratigraphic
and architectural criteria and less on ceramic distinctions which, much to our surprise, proved remarkably
difficult to delineate (see below, Part Two, Chapter 10, pp. 333ff.). In essence, the middle subperiod, Period
IVB, is represented by two phases of substantial architecture in Area A which may be correlated with major
construction programs in other sectors of the site resulting from the expansion of the mid-late EB settlement.
Periods IVC and IVA, in turn, are thus defined by this middle subperiod, as the timespans which respectively
precede and follow this expansion.

PERIOD IVC

The earliest subperiod, that preceding the expansion of the scttlement and the accompanying construction
programs, was found only in two areas of the site—Area A, the step trench, and nearby in the saddle sounding
to the north, Area F. The depth of deposits in both areas was roughly comparable, at most a meter in Area A
and only slightly more in Area F. But it is in the former area, the step trench, where the subperiod was initially
identified.

PHASE 11: Plan (fig. 15), Sections (figs. 42, 48, 53), Ceramics (fig. 59)

As had been the case with the preceding phase, Phase 10, the occupational layers of Phase 11 had been
sharply truncated by wash and tip layers at the edge of erosion of this sector of the mound. Consequently, most
of Phase 11 was preserved only in the area of Trench AQ7. The principal structural features of this phase
consisted of two parallel walls of entirely different construction, both of which appear to belong to a later
subphase. On the southwestern side of the trench and extending into the western balk in a NNW-SSE direction
was exposed a wall built entirely of mudbrick and without stone foundations (Loci A07:059, 066). It was seven
courses long (2.20 meters), one course wide (about 50 cm), and was preserved to a height of six courses (60
cm). Abutting this wall and forming the comner of a largely unexcavated room (Unit 11.1) was found a
perpendicular crosswall, also built entirely of mudbrick but at least two courses wide, which also extended into
the western balk. A particular feature of these walls not found elsewhere at the site was that mudbricks had
been laid in a checkered decorative pattern of alternating beige and reddish brown bricks. Although only a
miniscule portion of Room 11.1 was exposed in the trench, a series of plastered floors associated with the upper
courses of the wall could be seen in the section.

Parallel to the mudbrick wall just described but opposite to it and protruding from the eastern balk was
found a fairly massive wall built entirely of stone (Locus A07:055). This wall consisted, in fact, of three
separate segments. The southernmost barely protruded from the south balk of AQ7 but it could be seen that it
consisted of six uneven courses of rough limestone blocks stacked vertically. The preserved overall height of
this segment was 1.10 meters, although it is likely that a mudbrick superstructure existed originally. Any such
superstructure, however, had been secondarily destroyed by the construction of a later Period IVB wall. The
middle segment, which was exposed mostly in Trench AQ7, had a lower stone foundation rising above a series
of exterior surfaces immediately west of the wall (Loci A07:058, 061). This segment was composed of
somewhat uneven flat blocks eight courses (about three meters) long, at least one course wide, and two courses
high (about 40 cm). Several courses of mudbrick were preserved over this segment. It is probable that there
was at least another course of the width of the wall beneath the east balk, or that this was in fact a double
wall, because the third and northernmost segment (exposed in Trench A08) was recessed from the middle one
and seems to-be an extension of precisely such a second horizontal course. As preserved, this last segment was
only one course high and over a meter long. Its mudbrick superstructure, however, had been destroyed by
erosion. In its method of construction, with its stone foundations which rise well above floor level capped by a
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mudbrick superstructure, Wall 055, and more specifically its middle segment, represents a typical example of
building techniques characteristic at the site only for Periods IV and III.

In the space between the two parallel sets of wall just discussed, two associated compacted earth surfaces
were traced, possibly forming an unroofed street or passageway (Unit 11.2).16 The upper one (Locus A07:058)
was poorly built and could not be traced clearly against the southern section, However, it could be seen that it
extended between the lowest course of the stone wall (055) to the east and the second course of the mudbrick
wall (059/066) to the west. The lower surface, also a compacted earth surface, appears to belong to an earlier
subphase (Locus A07:061). It is stratigraphically enigmatic since both the eastern and western wall systems are
built directly over it. On the northern preserved edge of this surface (barely into Trench A08) and apparently cut
from it, was found a roughly circular pit, about one meter in diameter (Locus A07:067). Its northern edge, like
that of Surface 061, had been cut by the edge of erosion. Embedded in Surface 061 almost exactly midway
between the two walls was a door socket or post hole made of stone. As a door socket, it would argue for a
usage of Surface 061 that later became obsolete when the the two sets of walls more clearly associated with
Surface 058 were built. However, if the lower surface was used, as we think, at least partially at the same time
as the two sets of nearby walls, then the post hole interpretation becomes more reasonable. It should be
remembered in this context that a similarly located door socket, presumably also reused as a post hole, was
found over an outdoor Period VI surface lower in the step trench (fig. 13).

Relevant Loci
Unit 11.1
Mudbrick wall and crosswall A07:059/066
Wall fall A07:065 0.20 m3
Area 11.2
Upper surface A07:058 290 m3
Lower surface A07:061 0.10 m3
Fill over surface and wall fall AQ07:056-57, 063-064 4.50 m3
Fill A08:017, 019
Pit AQ7:067
East stone wall A07:055
Possible Phases 11-12
Pit A08:014
Fill A08:015, 018

Comments: The “possible” layers listed above are found too close near the edge of erosion to be phased
with precision. On the whole, they are certainly Period IVC in date although they cannot be assigned to any
specific phase with certainty.

Originally, an alternative explanation for the Phase 11 architectural features just described was proposed.
Instead of a street or passageway between two contemporary but otherwise distinct structures, Area 11.2 was
thought to represent an enclosed rectangular courtyard of significant proportions (minimally bigger than about
4.50 x 2.50 meters), since at that time the mudbrick wall A08:023 (downslope in Trench A08, for location see
fig. 14), which is now assigned to Phase 9, was assigned to Phase 11, The reasons for this now discarded
phasing were principally three: 1) because of erosion, Wall 023 as preserved was not clearly associated with
any specific surfaces that could be assigned to any particular phase; 2) unlike any other wall of the Late
Chalcolithic period at the site, Wall 023 was built entirely of mudbrick in a manner directly reminiscent of the
similarly-built Phase 11 wall, Loci A07:059/066, and 3) although the prolongation northwards of Wall 059/066
lies under the east balk of the trench, Walls A08:023 and A07:059/066 appear to lie roughly perpendicular to
each other.

However plausible the above reconstruction may seem, it was discarded for a number of reasons. Most
important is the fact that no actual stratigraphic connection may be established between the Phase 11 features
and Wall 023, which lies several meters downslope and at least half a meter below the level of the Phase 11
surfaces. Moreover, Wall 023, it will be remembered, is cut by a double pit (Locus A08:014) which is

16. However, see below the “comments” section for this phase for a now discarded but not entirely implausible,
alternate explanation of the function of this area.
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assignable on stratigraphic and ceramic grounds to Period IVC, even though it cannot be assigned to any
specific phase. This makes it unlikely (although not impossible if Pit 014 were to be assigned to Phase 12) that
the wall too is Period IVC in date. In view of the already discussed uncertainties involved in dating securely
Wall 023 it was decided to take a conservative course and assign it to the Late Chalcolithic period. Although
Wall 023 is not clearly associated with any other feature of that period it does extend parallel to the south wall
of Room 9.1, an argument which at least carries as much weight as those offered above for a Phase 11 date.

PHASE 12: Plan (not available), Section (fig. 42), Ceramics (fig. 60)

The second phase of Period IVC was much less well defined than its predecessor and was prescrved only in
the area of Trench AO7, where a surface and associated features were found. The poor state of preservation is
explained by the fact that not only was Phase 12 cut by the sharply oblique edge of erosion immediately
downslope of the Phase 13 fortification wall, but, in addition, it also was disturbed by the impressive
construction program that accompanied the earliest Period [VB phase. The Phase 11 structures discussed in the
preceding section were sealed by a thick layer of wall collapse and other debris. Approximately 80-90 cm
above the later Phase 11 surface (A07:058) and about 10-20 cm above the preserved top of the associated
walls (A07:055 and A07:059/066), was found the Phase 12 surface (Locus A07:054). It was a compacted earth
surface much like those of the preceding phase and on it two hearths were found. Both lay near the east side of
the trench about 70 cm from cach other and although neither is illustrated, they were roughly circular in shape
and had a deeper central depression, a type of hearth attested at the site throughout the Period IV sequence.!’
Hearth 1 (Locus A07:046) was about 20 cm in diameter and its central depression was about 8 cm deep, while
Hearth 2 (Locus A07:048) was roughly of the same shape but was wider and deeper. Slightly to the north and
west of the hearths was found an isolated fragment of a mudbrick wall, about 35 cm wide and preserved to a
height of 40 cm (Locus A07:053, not illustrated).

Relevant Loci

Surface and subfloor fill A07:054 3.10 m3
Suprafloor fill A07:045/047 1.20 m3
Hearth 1 A07:046

Hearth 2 A07:048

Mudbrick wall A07:053

Possible Phase 12
Fill A08:011/012

‘PERIOD 1VB

While the principal objective in excavating the third and lowest step of the step trench, the arca of
Trenches AQ7-A08-A09, had been the clearance of the lowest Halaf phases down to natural soil, that in the
middle step of the step trench, comprising Trenches A04-A05-A06, was to expose the large scale architectural
phases of Period IVB. The Period IVB layers exposed in the middle step, therefore, are for the most part not
directly superimposed over the Period IVC, VI, and VIII layers uncovered in the bottom step. However, there is
a stratigraphic connection between these two series of layers since the Period IVB layers of the middle step
extended into part of Trench A07 and there, the Period IVC layers already discussed could be seen to underlie
them (figs. 42, 48, 53).

The remains of Period IVB in Area A can be traced across most of the three trenches of the middle step,
reaching a maximum exposure of over 50 meters square at the base of the step. They consist of two main
phases and possibly a third more problematic phase as well, all with standing clearly articulated architecture,
sometimes on a massive scale. The total depth of these phases is about 3.50 meters, or almost half of the total
depth of Period IV deposits in the step trench, Phases 13 and 14, the two main phases, indicate a substantial
construction program which we have linked to other architectural changes of similarly massive scale in Areas C,

17. Period IVB, compare Area C01, Phase 13: figure 79. Period IVA, compare Area A, Phase 20: figure 23.
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CO01, G, and F. They thus reflect a process of dramatic expansion in the Period IV occupation at Kurban Hoyiik,
a process during which the Period IVC settlement was transformed into a small town.

PRE-PHASE 13: Plan (not applicable), Sections (figs. 47, 52), Ceramics (fig. 61)

In Trench A04, at the base of the earliest Period IVB phase, Phase 13, test trenches were excavated into
carlier layers. These probes were dug in order to ascertain whether or not an earlier phase of substantial
architectural construction preceded Phase 13. Even though these probes were taken down some 50-60 cm below
the level of the lowest Phase 13 floors, only what we construe to represent fill layers of a soft gray-brown soil
with charcoal fragments were encountered (Loci A04:101-106). Since these layers were only exposed over a
limited area, their exact nature is unclear. They may represent either subfloor fill deposited as part of the
construction of the Phase 13 buildings immediately above or may perhaps be totally unrelated, in which case
they are probably to be dated to Period IVC. It should be remembered, however, that these pre-Phase 13 layers
of Trench AO4 cannot be directly related to the Period IVC phases defined some 15 meters away in Trench
A07. Analysis of the small ceramic assemblage retrieved from these layers is inconclusive and sheds little light
on their periodization (see below, Part Two, Chapter 10, p. 335).

In any event, it appears certain from the limited exposure below Phase 13 floors in Trench A04 that that
phase, the earliest assigned to Period IVB, was not preceded by an earlier phase of substantial architecture.
Phase 13, to which we now turn, thus represents a significant change in the use of space of the sector of the
mound exposed in Area A,

Relevant Loci

Ashy fill layers A04:101-106 3.30 m3

PHASE 13: Plan (fig. 16), Architectural Photographs (figs. 29-33), Sections (figs. 41, 42, 47, 52),
Ceramics (fig. 62)

The clearest evidence of a substantive building program discovered at the site was a massive (about 4.50
meters thick at its base) mudbrick fortification wall that extended in an east-west direction across Trenches A06
and AQ7 of the step trench (Locus A06:018). Its stratigraphic position in relation to earlier phases is certain
because a thick layer of fallen wall debris sealed the Phase 12 layers of Period IVC in Trench A07. Although
only a small portion of what must have been the northeastern periphery of the wall was revealed inside the
trench, it is likely that it circumscribed the entire south mound. Since the wall was not sectioned, some of the
details of its construction are unknown. Most likely, its construction involved cutting a deep terrace into the
slope of the existing mound. Excavation down the northern (exterior) face of the wall in Trench A07 indicates
that it was constructed entirely of mudbrick without stone foundations, a fact corroborated by the excavation and
clearance of a later Period IV deep pit that had been cut squarely into the wall (Locus A06:023). There is
neither evidence for a glacis nor a stone core. Its maximum preserved height was some 2.90 meters, although it
is likely that the wall originally was significantly higher and it is possible that it may have been reused and
even modified in a later phase. The exterior face of the fortification wall had not only been cut into by later
occupations but had been the object of much erosion as well. Hence, when found, it was stepped and sloped.
Originally, it may have been sloped, although the degree of the incline is now impossible to reconstruct since
only about 3.50 meters of its length was exposed in the trench. However, its southern (interior) face was much
better preserved and was still standing vertically. It formed the border for a series of rooms inside the
settlement built flush against the wall which will be discussed in detail below. There, the lowest floor level
directly associated with the wall was about 1.50 meters above the base (of its north face). It is not impossible
that even lower associated floor levels may have existed since its south face was never excavated to its base.
However, in view of the already discussed evidence for the nature of the layers preceding Phase 13 in Trench
A04, this is unlikely. ;

Immediately south of the fortification wall, a fairly well-articulated complex of rooms with mudbrick
partition walls preserved, in some cases, to a height of over a meter, was cleared. Since some of these rooms
made use of the interior face of the fortification wall as their northern boundary wall, it stands to reason that
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the wall was already standing when the rooms were erected. Although the state of preservation of the complex
of rooms south of the fortification wall was on the whole excellent, some slight disturbances were caused by the
incorporation of some of the walls into the succeeding Phase 14; by the excavation of foundation trenches for
Phase 14 walls; and by a few later pits.

Built directly against the interior face of the fortification wall, which was covered with a coat of plaster,
were two rooms, both of which were only partially cleared inside the trench. The eastern one (Unit 13.1) had
exposed dimensions of 2.50 (NNW-SSE) by 1.70 (WSW-ENE) meters. Most of the preserved interior space of
Room 13.1 was occupied by an oval-shaped plastered basin circumscribed by a mudbrick rim (Locus A06:032),
which recalls both in its shape and construction similar features uncovered at the site in earlier contexts.!3 This
basin had a north-south diameter of 1.10 meters and its preserved east-west length was 1.25 meters, but some
of its length along that axis clearly lies underneath the east balk. Its interior was slightly concave and
contained a concentration of ash and pebbles near the rim towards the northwest. Just north of the basin was
cleared the floor on which the basin laid (Locus A06:031). Like the basin itself, the floor too was plastered.
This floor extended up to the fortification wall and terminated at a slight mudbrick ledge that had been built
low against the wall. The area west and southwest of the basin was separated from Floor 031 by a slight
mudbrick ledge (5-10 cm high and 10-15 cm thick) and appeared to represent a slightly raised unplastered
platform which occupied the rest of the preserved room space and terminated against the western (Locus
A06:027) and southern (no locus no.) walls of Room 13.1. The fill within the room was thick and had been cut
by what appears to be a plaster-lined pit of uncertain phase attribution (Locus A06:026).

Just west of Unit 13.1 and also built flush against the fortification wall was another room (Unit 13.2),
which was separated from the preceding by a mudbrick partition wall extending north-south (Loci
A05:044/A06:027). This wall was 45 ¢cm thick and was preserved to a height of about one meter. The south
wall of Room 13.2 (Locus A05:029) was similarly constructed, being 40 c¢m thick, but was even better
preserved since it stood 1.50 meters high and it had stone foundations. The interior faces of all three exposed
walls were plastered. Even though parts of Room 13.2 lie under the west balk, its preserved dimensions of 3.60
meters (NNE-SSW) and two meters (WSW-ENE) make it the largest room of the complex cleared south of the
fortification wall. Inside the room four superimposed floors were identified, all of which were plastered. The
lowest (Loci A05:086/A06:035) contained a small plaster-lined pit (no locus no., 36 cm deep, 50 c¢cm in
diameter) against the east wall and a hearth (Locus A05:065) against the southeast corner of the room. Over
this earliest floor, above an intervening layer of flat-lying mudbricks, was laid a second floor (Locus A05:076).
Hearth 065 continued in use. Over the second floor, in turn, was laid yet another (third) floor (Loci
A05:062/A06:034), which contained more features than any of the preceding. It was constructed much in the
same way as its predecessor with an intervening layer of flat mudbricks scaled with a coat of plaster. Hearth
065 in the corner of the room continued in use in this subphase and, in addition, a second hearth (Locus
A06:036) was built on the western (as preserved) side of the room. It consisted of an oval-shaped plaster-lined
depression (about 40 or more cm in length and about 30 cm in width) containing at its center a deeper cobble-
filled hole, also oval in shape. In its construction, although not in its ovoid shape, Hearth 036 rescmbles closcly
a variety Period IV hearths found at the site.!? Also found on Floor 062 was a large stone mortar (Locus
A05:066 = MRN 17823). Like its predecessors, the fourth and last floor of Room 13.2 (Loci A05:056/A06:033)
also was laid over a bedding of flat-lying mudbricks, at least over the northern corner of the room. Unit 13.2
appears to have been destroyed by fire. The room walls were burnt red and room fill over the final floor
included much ash debris.

South of and adjoining Unit 13.1 was a third room, Unit 13.3. Only a small portion of this room appears
within the excavated area and most of it lies unexcavated under the east balk. The north partition wall of this
room was shared with Unit 13.1 and was badly preserved. To the west, Room 13.3 was bordered by a thick
(about 80 c¢m) wall (Locus A05:063) that was aligned to and abutted the partition wall between Units 13.1 and
13.2 (Locus A05:044), thus forming a double wall at this point. However, although aligned, the two walls were
not exactly parallel and this raises the possibility that one of the walls (044) was built slightly later and
incorporated into the preceding one (063), although the sequential relationship between these two walls was
never established with certainty since they were not removed. Wall 063 had been cut into by a pit of somewhat

18. Period VA: Area CO1, Phase 10, see figure 76 (Unit 10.2). Period VB: Area CO1, Phase 3, see figure 70 (Unit 3.1).
19. For specific references see above note 16.
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uncertain stratification (Locus A05:079). On its castern side and built directly against the north wall of the
room, was a hearth or oven, which had been cut into the floor (Locus A05:072). Also built against the north
wall but on the western comer of the room was a bin-like feature with thin mudbrick walls (no locus number).
On its interior ash was found and this last feature may represent a second hearth.

Immediately south of Unit 13.3 and also adjoining was yet another room, Unit 13.4, perhaps the most
substantial of the complex, although only a very small corner of it was exposed inside the trench. The northern
room wall, which lies mostly unexposed inside the east balk, was of impressive proportions (Locus A05:082
about 1.30 meters thick). Slightly less massive but still substantial was the western wall of the room (Locus
A05:080, about 80 cm thick), which represents a continuation of the western wall of Unit 13.3 to the north. The
north-south length of this shared wall was about four meters. Of the south wall of the room, only a stub
protruded into the trench (no locus number). Its width appears to match closely that of the western room wall
(080). Separating this stub and the western wall was an open space some 70 cm in width which may represent
a door. Although only a small patch of the room floor was exposed, it could be scen that it was plastered (no
locus number).

Directly opposite Unit 13.4 and south of but not adjoining Unit 13.2 was another room, Unit 13.5, which
had undergone at least two phases of use. Of the original walls of the room, only the east and south walls were
well preserved (both termed Locus A05:077) since the whole northern edge of Room 13.5 had been truncated
by the foundation trench of a Phase 14 wall (Locus A05:048). However, some 20 cm south of and parallel to
the south wall of Unit 13.2, the stone foundations for the original north wall could still be traced, both in the
trench, where they protruded for an east-west length of 1.60 meters, as well as in the section (figs. 31, 47). At
some point in the usage of the room this original north wall was replaced by another north wall (also Locus
A05:077), shifted slightly south and overlying the floor of the room. The walls of Room 13.5 were constructed
in a manner similar to those of Unit 13.2. Their interior faces were plastered, stone foundations were used, and
the average wall thickness was about 40 cm. Moreover, they were preserved to a similar height of about one
meter, The east room wall was exposed fully inside the excavated area and had a length of 2.90 meters, while
the south room wall, which laid partly unexcavated under the west balk, was preserved for a length of about
2.50 meters, so that about 7.25 square meters of the room’s interior space were cleared inside the trench. The
room floor was plastered (Locus A05:083) and on it, against the south wall, was found a badly preserved ash-
filled hearth (Locus A05:084).

As noted above, the north side and original north wall of Room 13.5 had been truncated by the foundations
for a Phase 14 wall. In fact, the Phase 14 builders had incorporated all of the still-standing walls of Room 13.5
into a larger room (Unit 14.2, below, pp. 43f.). In so doing, the foundations for that enlarged structure
circumscribed precisely (but did not truncate) the exterior faces of the south and east walls of Room 13.5, thus
isolating it from the surrounding Phase 13 rooms.

South of Unit 13.5 and separated from it by the Phase 14 wall foundations just discussed was the northern
portion of a sixth room, Unit 13.6. The north wall of this room (Locus A(4:107), which was still standing to a
height of 80-90 cm, extended for about 2.30 meters in a WSW-ENE direction and was about 50 cm thick. There
were, however, two distinct phases to this wall and only the earlier phase, preserved to a height of seven
courses of mudbrick above the stone foundations, belongs to Phase 13 (Locus A04:107 Lower). The east and
west walls of Room 13.6 (Loci A04:083 Lower and A04:082 Lower, respectively) were exposed for a length of
1.10 meters protruding from the south balk of A04 and were of roughly the same thickness as the north wall.
Like most of the partition walls in the Phase 13 room complex, both walls had stone foundations, but while the
west wall (082 Lower) was built on a single course of stones, the east wall (083 Lower) was founded on four
courses. None of the three preserved walls of Room 13.6 seems to have been plastered.

Two phases of use can be discerned within Unit 13.6. The earliest is marked by a compacted earth floor
full of ash (I.ocus A04:096), over which were found numerous pebbles as well as a substantial amount of
artifactnal debris. On this floor, against the northeast corner of the room was found a small hearth (no locus
number). Separated from this lower floor by some 40 cm of suprafloor debris was yet another floor, which
unfortunately was not recognized during excavation (no locus number, but see section, fig. 52).
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Flanking Room 13.6 were the corners of yet two more rooms. Only a sliver of the eastern one (Unit 13.7)
was exposed. Of the western room, Unit. 13.8, however, enough was cleared so as to reveal a plastered floor
(Locus A04:099), which was overlaid by a thick layer of burnt material.

The complex of rooms described above obviously served a primarily domestic function. Of the five rooms
for which a substantial area was excavated, Units 13.2, 13.3, 13.5, and 13.6 yielded evidence for hearths (Unit
13.2 with two). Moreover, Unit 13.3 contained a sunk oven, Unit 13.1 a plastered basin with some evidence of
burnt material, and Unit 13.2 contained in addition one large stone mortar. The great number of hearths and
fire installations in such close proximity is puzzling. It is possible that the distribution of these hearths among
several rooms may indicate a living quarter shared by several separate social units. However, it is difficult to
see how these units may have been distributed between the existing rooms.

Bordering Units 13.5, 13.2, and 13.4 a dense packing of fairly large river cobbles was found (Locus
A05:078). Following the already mentioned deep-cutting foundations of Phase 14 walls bordering Room 13.5 it
was possible to explore the stratigraphic relationship of the 078 cobbled layer and the nearby rooms. The stone
foundations for the original north wall of Room 13.5 as well as those for the southern wall of Room 13.2 (Locus
A05:029) were found to lie directly over the 078 cobbled surface (figs. 30, 31). Moreover, in the area between
Rooms 13.5 and 13.3/13.4 the cobbled layer could also be traced underneath the Phase 14 foundation trench. In
fact, there it became clear that the cobbles represented a distinct stratigraphic entity rather than the lowest
course of foundation stones for later walls, since in that arca it was possible to distinguish neatly the cobbled
layer from the overlying courses of stone foundations. Three separate courses of those foundations (Locus
A05:071) were observed. Beneath the uppermost course was a 15-20 c¢m thick mud packing followed by two
more courses attaining a further depth of 40 cm. The lowest course rested over yet another layer, possibly a
surface, 10-15 cm thick (Locus A05:075), which in turn sealed the 078 cobbled surface.

There are two possible interpretations for the 078 cobbled layer. Most likely it represents the base of an L-
shaped passageway or street between several of the Phase 13 rooms, constructed only marginally earlier than
the rooms themselves and as part of the same construction program. Supporting this interpretation is the fact
that at least one of the rooms, 13.4, seems to open onto the cobbled layer. A second interpretation, less likcly
and more difficult to verify because the fortification wall was never sectioned and the Phase 13 room complex
was left standing, is that the 078 cobbles form the top of 2 massive stone packing behind the fortification wall,
part of a leveling operation in the process of cutting a terrace as a preliminary for the erection of the wall. Such
stone packings are known for fortification walls of later times.

Relevant Loci

Fortification wall A06:018

Wall collapse (mixed) A06:009, 013, 015,
A06:017, 019, 021
A(07:037-039, 041, 043,
A(07:044, 045, 049-051

Wall falt and post-Phase 13 wash

Unit 13.1
North wall = fortification wall A06:018
West wall A05:044/A06:027
South wall no locus number
Floor AQ06:031 0.30 m3
Basin A06:032
Room fill A06:029 1.70 m3
Possible Phase 13 (or later)
Plastered “pit” or room collapse A06:026 1.30 m3
Unit 13.2
North wall = fortification wall A06:018
East wall A05:044/A06:027
South wall A05:029 Lower
Floor 1 (earliest) A05:086/A06:035 0.30 m3
Hearth A05:065
Floor 2 AQ5:076
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Unit 13.2 (cont.)

Hearth (reuse) A05:065
Floor 3 A05:062/A06:034
Hearth 1 A06:036
Hearth 2 (reuse) A05:065
Stone mortar A05:066
Floor 4 (latest) A05:056/A06:033 1.10 m3
Suprafloor fill A05:055 1.00 m3
Latest room fill/collapse A05:049-050, 053; 220 m3
A06:028
Unit 13.3
North wall no locus number
West wall A05:063
South wall A05:082
Floor, suprafloor, and oven A05:072
Room fill/collapse A05:060, 064
Unit 13.4
North wall A05:082
West wall A05:080
Possible Phase 13 (or later)
Fill/wall collapse A05:067
Unit 13.5
North wall A05:077
East wall A05:077
South wall A05:077
Floor A05:083 0.50 m3
Hearth A05:084
Suprafloor A05:081 2.50 m3
Room fill A05:069, 073
A04:087, A05:057
Unit 13.6
North wall A04:107 Lower
East wall A04:083 Lower
West wall A04:082 Lower
Floor and hearth A04:096
Suprafloor A04:095 0.30 m3
Room fill A04:094 1.70 m3
Possible Phase 13 (or later)
Fill A04:090 0.20 m3
Unit 13.7
West wall A04:083 Lower
Unit 13.8
East wall A04:082 Lower
Floor and suprafloor A04:099 0.80 m3
Possible street or passageway {Phase 13 or marginally earlier)
Cobbled surface/layer A05:078 0.30 m3
Mud layer over cobbling A05:075 0.90 m3

Comments: Locus A06:028 includes both collapse over Room 13.2 and a post-Phase 13 pit, which was,
however, only detected in section (fig. 48) and not excavated as such. Locus A05:064 is assignable to Phase 13
and consists of materials from Walls A05:080, 082 as well as of room collapse and wall fall. Some of the fall
and rubble layers deriving from the fortification wall may be partially mixed with later wash.
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PHASE 14: Plan (fig. 17), Architectural Photograph (fig. 34), Sections (figs. 41, 47, 52), Ceramics (fig. 63)

If the architectural complex of Phase 13 in Area A signifies a major turning point in the development of
Kurban Héyiik as a settlement, reflecting possibly its initial transformation into a town, Phase 14 is more
indicative of its apogee after expansion, when perhaps the initial changes were consolidated. It is clear,
however, that some time clapsed between the fall into disuse of the Phase 13 structures and the construction of
the succeeding Phase 14 buildings. This is shown by the fact that the Phase 13 rooms, many of which had been
destroyed by burning, had filled with collapse rather than deliberate fill. Moreover several pits cutting into the
Phase 13 remains had been sunk from a level predating the erection of the Phase 14 structures (Loci A04:091;
A05:079; A06:028). Nevertheless, the area did not remain unoccupied for a long time. The most cogent
evidence for this is the close relationship which may be discerned between the architectural plans of Phases 13
and 14. As noted above briefly, many of the Phase 13 structures were intricately incorporated into the Phase 14
plan. The construction of the Phase 14 buildings demanded a detailed knowledge of the plan of the previous
phase, particularly as to the precise orientation of walls and the depth of their foundations. Rooms were
enlarged and walls thickened in such a way as to preserve much of the old plan yet imbued with a substantially
different character reflecting a major reorganization of the use of space in this sector of the site.

It is uncertain whether or not the massive Phase 13 fortification wall continued in use in Phase 14. There
is, to be sure, no unequivocal evidence of its use in that later phase. However, the considerable amount of
wash and fall from the wall and, above all, the sharp slope of wash and tip layers at this elevation of the
mound suggest that the possibility of an upper and later addition to the fortification wall in Phase 14 cannot be
discarded. Moreover, a mudbrick wall fragment in the west section (Loci A06:004/012, figs. 47, 48) appears to
extend against the position where a presumably eroded Phase 14 addition to the fortification wall would have
stood.

The principal features of the Phase 14 complex were five rooms, Units 14.1, 14.2, 14.3, 14.4, and 14.5,
which were directly derived from Units 13.2, 13.5, 13.6, 13.8, and 13.7, respectively, of the preceding phase.
The northern room, Unit 14.1, was the most poorly preserved. Partially underlying the west balk, three sides of
the room were exposed. Both its north (Locus A06:030) and east (Loci A05:027, 028) walls had been built over
the collapsed room debris inside Unit 13.2 and accordingly bear no resemblance to the corresponding walls of
the earlier room, although they are in rough alignment with the lower walls. The resulting room was therefore
significantly smaller than its Phase 13 predecessor. Wall 030, in fact, was set back (southwards) from the
interior face of the old fortification wall by some 1.40 meters. This wall was narrow (about 30 cm wide) and
was built completely of mudbrick, without stone foundations. Its exposed length was about 1.40 meters,
although its east end appeared to be disturbed and it is likely that Wall 030 extended originally up to the ecast
room wall, a distance of about 2.20 meters. Even though Wall 030 was relatively badly preserved, traces of
plastering were traced on its interior face. The east wall, perpendicular to it, was slightly wider (about 50 cm),
but part of the foundation stones were missing and most of the mudbrick superstructure had eroded away
(A05:027, 028). Its preserved length was about 1.80 meters, but it seems to have been originally some two
meters in length, since it obviously must have abutted the north room wall. The south room wall (Locus
A05:029 Upper), however, was simply a reuse of the south wall of Unit 13.2 (A05:029 Lower), although, as
noted below, this wall had been modified to become a double wall. The preserved height of Wall 029 (Upper)
in this phase was less than 80 cm, considerably less than the corresponding Phase 13 wall over which it was
built. However, like the earlier wall, Wall 029 (Upper) was covered with a coat of plaster on its north face. A
badly preserved plaster floor (Locus A05:026) was traced over most of the room interior.

The most interesting and best preserved Phase 14 changes to the plan of the architectural complex of the
preceding phase, however, were those made in Unit 14.2, the room adjoining Unit 14.1 to the south. As noted
earlier in connection with our discussion of the Phase 13 remains, Phase 14 foundation trenches were cut
precisely alongside the old walls of Unit 13.5 (above, p. 40). These trenches, which attained a fairly uniform
width of 80-90 cm and a depth of 90 cm below the preserved tops of the walls of Unit 13.5, appeared to follow
not only the still-standing walls of that Phase 13 room, but also the street or passageway, if that is what it was,
that circumscribed Unit 13.5 in at least two of its three sides visible inside the trench. Over these Phase 14
trenches and foundation stones, new walls were erected, forming a room (Unit 14.2), which was thus oriented
similarly but was larger than its Phase 13 predecessor (interior: 3.60 meters north-south versus two meters and
2.70 meters east-west versus 2.20 meters [preserved]). Since many of the earlier walls were also reused in
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Phase 14 the overall effect of the later walls was to create a new and much thicker wall system. The northern
boundary of Room 14.2 was formed by a new wall (Locus A05:048) built next to the south wall of Room 14.1
(029 Upper), thus creating a massive double wall, about 1.10 meters in width. To the east, a second new wall,
about 95 cm thick (Loci A04:085/A05:044), was constructed directly adjoining the exterior face of the east wall
(Locus A05:077) of Unit 13.5. This Phase 14 wall had three courses of foundation stones (A05:071) that have
already been described in some detail. The earlier Phase 13 wall, however, was not integrated directly into the
massive Phase 14 wall, but was instead used as the foundation for a bench and an associated crenelated
feature, which is discussed in greater detail below, along the interior of the room. The south wall of Unit 13.5,
however, was not reused in Phase 14 in any fashion. Instead a new south wall was built for Unit 14.2 (Loci
A04:046/084). Much like the eastern wall of Room 14.2, this wall too had stone foundations three courses
deep, with a 15-20 cm thick layer of mud separating the upper course from the lower two courses (Loci
A04:097/100). Wall 046/084 directly adjoined the old north wall (A04:107 Lower) of Unit 13.6, which was
reused in Phase 14 (A04:107 Upper), thus forming a much wider double wall about 1.20 meters in thickness.

Both the interior faces of all three preserved walls of Room 14.2 and its floor (Loci A04:018/045) had
undergone successive replasterings. As noted above, against the east wall there was a slight bench extending
across the southern length of the wall base. The northern end of this bench adjoined a crenelated, trough-like,
mudbrick feature (Locus A04:019), which may have been a hearth (but if so totally unlike any other hearth
found at the sité). Resting on the floor near the presumed hearth was a large cooking pot (pl. 95:A). Also on
the floor but against the north room wall was found a door socket, which barely protruded into the trench from
under the west balk. Its location suggests the existence of an unexcavated doorway nearby, just under the balk,
allowing for passage between Room 14.2 and Room 14.1 to the north.

Just south of Unit 14,2 and connected to it by a doorway was a third room, Unit 14.3, which was a direct
reuse with only minor changes of Unit 13.6 of the preceding phase and was, morcover, of the same (interior)
size. All three walls of the earlier room, in fact, were rebuilt (north: A04:107 Upper, east: A04:083 Upper, and
west: A04:082 Upper), and the only modifications of significance were the already mentioned incorporation of
the northern room wall (107 Upper) to the newly built south wall of Room 14.2 (A04:046/084), thus forming a
double partition wall at this point, and the construction of a passage across this thickened wall. Inside Room
14.3, a new floor (Locus A04:079) was laid at the same level as the join between the upper and lower
segments of the rebuilt walls. Embedded on this floor, which was plastered, was the body of a very large ovoid
pithos (fig. 34), unfortunately broken at the shoulder (Locus A04:070).2° Nearby were found fragments of two
unbaked clay door locks, one unimpressed and the other bearing the impression of a circular stamp seal (MRN
11392: not illustrated and pl. 168:A-C, respectively). And, on the floor of the northeastern corner of the room,
near the doorway, was found a door socket.

Flanking Unit 14.3 on either side were the mostly unexposed remains of two more rooms. Immediately
adjoining Unit 14.3 to the west was Unit 14.4, which was the Phase 14 reuse of Unit 13.8 of the preceding
phase. As in the case of the earlier room, very little was excavated of Unit 14.4, although a plastered floor
(Locus A04:086) was traced in its interior. Unit 14.5 was located just east of Unit 14.3, but only a sliver of it
was exposed inside the trench.

The state of preservation of the complex of rooms just described was relatively good. This was particularly
true in the case of Rooms 14.2, 14.3, and 14.4 in the southemn sector of the step, which were filled with a
substantial layer of collapse materials and bumnt debris. Consequently, most of the walls of those rooms were
preserved to a height of about 50 cm. Thus, the layout of the rooms, their relationship to each other, and their
relationship to the rooms of the earlier Phase 13 complex are all relatively clear. Much more problematic,
however, is the character of the northeast portion of the Phase 14 exposure, the area occupied in the preceding
phase by Units 13.1, 13.3, and 13.4, where extensive disturbance from later pits and building activity prevents
elucidation. In any event, it seems fairly clear that the Phase 14 structures formed part of a single substantial
building. How e¢lse 0 interpret the clear unobstructed access allowed from room to room? Judging by the lack of
domestic installations such as the usual hearths and mortars, the presence of administrative paraphemnalia such
as door locks and sealings, and the existence of storage facilities such as the pithos, it is likely that this
building may have served a public function or else belonged to a social unit of high status. In contrast, the

20. Lacking its upper body, this pithos was not drawn. However, an impression of its size may be obtained from the
fact that its body weighed some 34 kg.
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Phase 13 complex, with its obscure circulation patterns and multitude of domestic installations, reflects a more
private character and may, as noted above, have been fragmented between a greater number of social units.

Relevant Loci
Pre-Phase 14 Pits A04:091; A06:028 0.30 m3
A05:079
Northernmost mudbrick wall in west section  A06:004/012
Unit 14.1
North wall A06:030
East wall (superstructure and foundations) A06:027, 028
South wall A05:029 Upper/A05:048
Plaster floor A05:026 0.20 m3
Suprafloor A05:025
Unit 14.2
North wall A05:029 Upper/A05:048
East wall (superstructure) A04:085/A05:044
East wall (stone foundations) A05:071
South wall (superstructure) A04:046/084, A04:107 Upper
South wall (stone foundations) A04:097/101
Plaster floor A04:018/045
Crenellated feature/hearth A04:019
Suprafloor fill A04:016; A05:033 1.10 m3
Room fill A05:030, 031, 032, 043 240 m3
Unit 14.3
North wall A04:046/084, A04:107 Upper
West wall A04:082 Upper
~East wall A04:083 Upper
Plaster floor A04:079
Pithos A04:070
Suprafloor A04:078 1.40 m3
Fill/fall A04:062-065, 067069, 075 5.10 m3
Unit 14.4
East wall A04:082 Upper
Floor and suprafloor A04:086 0.10 m3
Room fill A04:072, 080, 066 0.10 m3
Unit 14.5
West wall A04:083 Upper

Comments: Locus A06:004/012, a mudbrick wall, was only recognized in section. Its width and extent
inside the trench are unclear.

PERIODS IVA-B

Before we turn our attention to the phases of Period IVA in the middle step of Area A (i.e., the area of
Trenches A04-AQS5) that are directly superimposed on the Period IVB remains just described, it would be
appropriate to discuss here the top layers of the lowest step, in Trenches A06-A07 just outside the fortification
wall, which may possibly antedate Period IVA, although this is by no means certain. As may be recalled from
the discussion above, the Period IV sequence in that area consisted of two Period IVC phases (Phases 11 and
12) which underlaid the fortification wall of Phase 13. These two phases had been sealed by a thick layer of
collapse from the massive wall immediately upslope (principally Loci A06:021; A07:050, 051), and by wash.
Over these wash and collapse layers were built one well-preserved room and what appears to be an associated
courtyard area, which is designated here as Phase 15. This phase designation, however, serves more as an
identification for the structures involved than as a chronological statement, since Phase 15 cannot be directly
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linked with the main sequence. The remains of that phase are located immediately north of the fortification
wall and are partly cut into the slope of the massive wall. Consequently, correlation between the layers of this
phase and the sequence south of the wall is impossible. It is, of course, clear that the Phase 15 structures were
built after the initial construction of the Phase 13 fortification wall. There are, in fact, layers above the
mudbrick wall fall (from the fortification wall) and below the floors of Phase 15 that are discernibly not wall
fall debris, and these layers may have derived from an initial stage of fortification wall usage that predates the
Phase 15 installation. Nevertheless, it is not impossible that the Phase 15 structures and the fortification wall
may have coexisted for some time, in which case Phase 15 could be dated as early as a later subphase of
Phase 13. More likely, however, is that Phase 15 is a manifestation of the rapid expansion of the settlement in
the later part of Period IVB, in which case it would correlated with Phase 14. However, as already noted, there
is no stratigraphic connection between Phases 14 and 15 and therefore the two phases cannot be equated
beyond doubt. By the same token, it should be remembered that there are no compelling stratigraphic reasons
why a correlation of Phase 15 with the Period IVA phases above Phase 14 should be impossible and, therefore,
Phase 15 could potentially be assigned to Period IVA. Unfortunately, in view of the remarkable resiliency of
the Period IV ceramic assemblage through Periods IVB and IVA, analysis of the ceramic assemblage from
Phase 15 is inconclusive and sheds little light as to its exact periodization (sece below, Part Two, Chapter 10,
p. 335).

PHASE 15: Plan (fig. 18), Architectural Photographs (figs. 35, 36), Sections (figs. 42, 48), Ceramics (fig. 64)

The remains of Phase 15 were, for the most part, well preserved, and for this reason serve as one of the
best examples of an in situ Period IV domestic installation at the site. As already noted, the southern boundary
of Phase 15 was marked by the north external face of the Phase 13 fortification wall. Its northern limit,
however, was marked by the edge of erosion in this sector of the mound, which sheared off the northernmost
features of the Phase 15 structures just at the limit of Trenches A07 and A08. The remains of this phase,
therefore, extend for about six meters across Trenches A06 and AQ7. They consisted of two interconnected
units, possibly one roofed (Unit 15.2) and one unroofed (Unit 15.1), dircctly abutting and cutting into the outer
face of the fortification wall.

The south unit, Area 15.1 is defined only by its northern and southern boundary walls. Eastern and western
walls, if they cxisted, were not recovered inside the trench. Two subphases of the use of Unit 15.1 were
discerned. In the earlier subphase a horizontal step was cut into the face of the Phase 13 fortification wall and
what appears to have served as a retaining wall (Locus A06:022) was built against that massive wall, possibly
to hold back slopewash from falling onto the artificial terrace. Of this retaining wall, if that is what it was, only
the lower stone structure was recovered. This portion was preserved to a height of about 50 cm (three courses)
and was made of a crude assortment of limestone boulders, about 50 cm in width. Wall 022 was orientated in
an east-west direction but did not extend across the entire width of the trench, only for a distance of 2.10
meters, leaving a gap on its east end. It is likely that this gap was a deliberate opening or door, since just to
the south of this opening, a garbage pit (Locus A06:023) had been cut into the mudbrick mass of the
fortification wall. Next to the pit and partly protruding from under the east balk, was a pebbled hearth overlain
with ash (Locus A07:024), which had been built directly onto the fortification wall.

North of Wall 022, Unit 15.1 extended across an exposed area of 2.40 meters (north-south) by 3.30 mcters
(east-west). Within this space, two superimposed surfaces were traced. The lower surface (Loci A07:030) was
paved with flagstones and large pebbles and was the original floor associated with Wall 022. Above this
original surface was a second surface, also paved with flagstones, pebbles, and sherds (Locus A07:025), on
which several basalt querns were found (MRN 3693, 3962, and 4727, not illustrated). In the southwest exposed
corner of Unit 15.1, at the edge of the paving and just north of Wall 022, a second garbage pit (Locus A07:023)
had been dug. This pit was 1.10 meters wide and 1.70 meters deep and, like Pit A06:023 to the southeast, had
been cut into the underlying remnant of the fortification wall. At the very top of the pit, at the level of the
surrounding surface, in fact, were found a large jar fragment, a stone weight, and yet another grinding stone
(MRN 3694, 3889, and 3691, respectively, none illustrated). Nearby on the paving were found a complete
cooking pot {pl. 93:I) and a small cache of chipped stone (Locus A07:020, MRN 3407). The northern boundary
of Area 15.1 was marked by the south wall (Loci A07:011/035) of Unit 15.2, a room. Against this wall and
facing Area 15.1 were two low stone benches, only the east of which was well preserved (A07:027), which had
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been built at either side of a doorway. This doorway was about 90 cm wide and allowed access between the
area just described (Unit 15.1) and the adjoining room (Unit 15.2).

It seems likely that Unit 15.1 represented some sort of an open courtyard or activity area adjoining and
leading into a nearby room (Unit 15.2). This hypothesis is suggested by several factors, Firstly, the surfaces
were not plastered as would have been expected in the case of a roofed area, but rather were paved with
flagstones and pebbles as would be expected in the case of an unroofed area exposed to the elements.
Moreover, the courtyard/exterior activity area hypothesis is supported by the associated artifactual assemblage.
The concentrations of lithic debris in this area, the presence of a hearth, of at least one complete cooking pot,
and of the associated garbage pits, all represent features that are readily paralleled in other contemporary areas
at the site that can be shown unequivocally to have represented open courtyards and exterior activity areas
(Area C, below, pp. 186ff., fig. 121: Units 9 and 13, for example).2!

Just north of this courtyard and connected to it by the already referred to doorway was Unit 15.2, a room.
Its south wall was oriented exactly in an east-west direction and was constructed in the manner characteristic for
Period IV and III domestic structures at the site. Preserved to a height of 60 to 80 cm, the lower part of the wall
was constructed entirely of crude courses of stone, attaining a width of 50 cm. This portion of the wall was then
capped by a mudbrick superstructure, which was preserved to a maximum additional height of 3040 cm. To the
east and west, Unit 15.2 was bordered by walls (also Loci A07:011/035) oriented north-south in such a way as
to be precisely aligned with the balks of the trench. Both walls were constructed in the same manner as the
south room wall. The preserved length of the west room wall was 2.60 meters, while that of the east wall was
only 1.90 meters, their northern ends having been truncated by the edge of erosion. Thus, the exposed interior
dimensions of Room 15.2 were about 2.90 meters east-west and 2.30 meters north-south. The interior faces of
all three walls delimiting Room 15.2 had been plastered.

Unlike the flagstone, pebble, and sherd paving that characterized Area 15.1, Room 15.2 was surfaced with
a plaster floor (Loci A07:014/A08:006), and the same plaster coating covering the floor also overlaid a small
pit (45 cm wide and 48 cm deep) dug into the room floor (Locus A07:015). In the interior of the room, against
the south wall just east of the doorway, a small plaster-lined mudbrick bench or platform had been built (Loci
A(7:029/036). It was approximately 28 cm high, one meter long, and protruded from the wall about 60 cm.
Buried inside this feature with only its neck and rim visible was a large cooking pot (pl. 148:B). A second
platform-like installation (Locus A07:028) also plastered on all sides but built entirely of stone, was found
against the west room wall. Resembling similar features found in Period III domestic rooms (see fig. 123, Units
27, 28, 32), it was about 18 cm high, slightly over one meter long, and protruded from the wall about 80 cm.
Platform 028 was irregularly rectangular in shape and its sides and top had been paved with flat stones. On the
floor itself, a variety of artifacts were found. Ceramics were particularly common and were found in a dense
scatter inside the room, but at least one flint blade also was recovered (MRN 2742). The pottery on the floor
included several complete or semi-complete vessels. A completely preserved jar stand (pl. 72:N), for example,
was found on the northern preserved edge of the floor in Trench A08; while two almost complete metallic ware
jars (pl. 78:N, P) were found over a slight plastered depression in a corner of the room, immediately east of the
mudbrick platform or bench (029/036). Just north of that feature was a shallow pit (50-60 cm wide and 21 cm
deep) apparently dug as a firm base for a large vessel, which was not, however, found. A second similarly
located pit serving perhaps a similar function (Locus A07:042) was found just northeast of the stone platform
against the west room wall (028). However, that pit had been dug and refilled before the final usage of the
room since it was covered by the plaster floor 014.

North of Trench AQ7, Floor 014 could be traced for only a short distance into A08 (Locus A08:006), where
both the floor and the flanking walls terminate at the edge of erosion. About one meter north of this edge,
however, a Period IV well was found (Locus A08:050). Although it was not originally detected while
excavating Phase 15, the upper outline of the well can be traced to an elevation roughly level with that of the
plaster floor of Unit 15.2 just south. From this presumed ledge, the well was traced for a depth of about 6.50
meters, cutting through earlier deposits into natural soil. At that depth, the well surely tapped into an
aquiferous layer that emerged near the saddle. As the discussion of the excavations in Area F below shows
(p. 170), this layer provided the source for a small spring that was in use certainly as late as Period VI, but

21. For a preliminary report of the artifactual contents of the pertinent Area C courtyards see now, Verhaaren 1986,
p-71.
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surely not at the time Well 050 was dug. The contents of the well, which included a large quantity of boulders,
animal bones, and pottery can be clearly dated to Period IV. In fact, the ceramics found within the well require
a dating in either Periods IVA or IVB since it contained a number of pottery types and wares which preclude a
Period IVC date.?? In light of the several strands of evidence just outlined, it is probably not too risky an
assumption to associate Well 050 with the Phase 15 remains, although a direct stratigraphic link does not exist.
We would assume, therefore, that the well was dug from an exterior surface just outside and north of Unit 15.2,
and that both the north wall of the room and the exterior surface from which the well was dug were later
destroyed by erosion. Of course, it is possible that Well 050 may date to a Period IVB phase antedating Phase
15 or perhaps even to a Period IVA phase postdating it, but if so, the stratigraphic assumptions would be even
less supportable.

In short, the Phase 15 architecture and possible well provide evidence for an extramural domestic
installation distinct from the remains south of the fortification wall in at least three important characteristics.
Firstly, the walls of the Phase 15 structures were oriented precisely along a north-south axis, and hence were
not exactly aligned with the other Period IV remains behind the fortification wall, which were consistently
oriented in a NNE-SSW direction. Secondly, the techniques used in erecting the roughly built Phase 15 walls in
which stone courses protrude for a significant height above the floor, although similar to those found in other
areas at the site such as Areas B and G, are substantially different from those used in building the structures
behind the fortification wall. And finally, unlike the sparse scatter of debris found in the largely cleaned out
rooms of the main sequence behind the wall, the Phase 15 remains were characterized by numerous artifacts
and, moreover, by a sizable amount of cvidence for dietary and economic activities. In Room 15.2, it will be
recalled, there was a dense scatter of sherds and even several complete or semi-complete vessels. Similarly, in
Unit 15.1, which may represent an outdoor activity area, there were significant concentrations of ground and
chipped stone artifacts, pottery, and, in addition, the associated garbage pits were rich in bones and charred
seeds.?? To a certain degree, of course, some of the differences just enumerated were caused by the specific
circumstances of the abandonment of the remains at either side of the fortification wall and their preservation,
However, it is also likely that we may be dealing not only with significantly different functional areas, but
possibly with social groupings of varying status as well.

Relevant Loci
Unit 15.1
“Retaining wall” A06:022
North wali A07:011/035
Lower paved surface A07:030
Suprafloor fill A07:026 0.50 m3
Stone bench A07:027
South pit A06:023
Deep pit A07:023 1.60 m3
Chipped stone cache A07:020
Hearth A07:024
Upper paved surface AQ7:025
Suprafloor fill and fall AQ7:022 1.80 m3
Room f{ill and collapse A07:019, 021 3.70 m3
Unit 15.2
South, east, and west walls A07:011/035
Plaster floor A07:014/A08:006
Suprafloor fill A07:013; A08:005 1.30 m3
Mudbrick bench/platform A07:029/036
Stone platform A07:028

22. Namely, grooved rim jars (Jar 18) and combed wash ware (Ware 07). See below, Part Two, Chapter 10, pp. 318ff.

23. A rough impression of how much denser the concentrations of artifacts in the Phase 15 remains were as
compared to those in association with the remains of Phases 13-14 may be obtained from the ceramics. As
detailed below Part Two, Chapter 10, table 31a, the much smaller Phase 15 exposure alone produced more
sherds than the much larger exposures of Phases 13 and 14 combined.



oi.uchicago.edu

AREA A 49

Plaster-lined pit A07:015

Pit AQ7:017

Room fill and collapse AQ7:006, A08:010 3.30 m3

Possible Phase 15

Deep well A08:050

Associated fill (?) A07:007, 012, 016; A08:007

Pit A07:042

PERIOD IVA

As noted above, directly superimposed on the Period IVB phases (Phases 13-14) in the middle step of the
step trench (Trenches A04-A05) was a further sequence of Period IVA phases. Two meters, in fact, of deposits
postdating Period IVB were cleared in this area, and another meter in the top step of Area A, the area of
Trenches AO1, A02, and the south half of A04. With the exception of this final meter which contained a single
well-preserved phase (Phase 20), the remains of Period IVA in the step trench are both poorly preserved and
understood. Compressed into the two meters of Period IVA deposit in the middle step were several fragmentary
phases, each of which was stratigraphically distinguishable only over a portion of the excavated area. The
reasons for this state of preservation are not difficult to discern and have already been stated. The principal
focus of erosion on the mound occurred upslope of the Phase 13 fortification wall, with deposition accumulating
downslope of this artificial barrier. Moreover, continuous cultivation of the site in at least modern times has
resulted in sufficient topsoil movement to blur soil distinctions in the upper meter of deposit. This is of little
consequence downslope where this meter is composed entirely of slopewash, but it is of critical importance
upslope where occupational deposits are to be found immediately beneath the surface. Lacking a complete
coherent plan for each Period IVA phase in the middle step, there is no assurance that a degree of overlap does
not occur between phases. Nevertheless, there is a fair degree of confidence that although the use of some
structures in these phases may have overlapped, the sequence of construction of the most important structures
was indeed sequential. The principal guide to this sequence was the south section of Trench A04 (fig. 52), cut
against and underneath the line provided by the northernmost wall of the final and best preserved of the Period
IVA Phases, Phase 20. That section provides clear evidence for at least five superimposed floor levels that we
have divided into four sequential phases, all of which underlie Phase 20. The remaining features for each phase
found farther north within the middle step are keyed into this sequence with varying degrees of reliability.

Over the structures of Phase 14, fill layers varying in thickness from 20 to 60 cm were found. In addition,
several pits preceding the construction of Phase 16 were cut into the Phase 14 remains (Loci A04:092, 098;
A05:043/051, 068). Despite this stratigraphic discontinuity, however, the general orientation of all succeeding
Period IVA structures in Area A follows roughly that of the Period IVB structures, suggesting only a small
temporal lapse in the occupation of this sector of the site between Phases 14 and 16. A similar continuity in the
architectural orientation of structures between Periods IVB and IVA may also be seen in Area B, which actually
provides the clearest evidence for Period IVA at the site. Outside of the south mound, however, evidence for
Period IVA remains is sparse and there can be little question that the Area A Period IVA sequence reflects a
substantial contraction of the Period IVB settlement to the south mound. Moreover, throughout the several
phases of Period IVA, settlement may have contracted even further within the south mound itself resulting in
the abandonment of the dwelling areas at the outermost periphery. This progressive contraction of the Period
IVA settlement is suggested by the wash and tip lines visible in the eastern and western sections of the step
trench in the area of Trenches A06-AQ7 (figs. 42, 48, respectively).

PHASES 16, 17: Plans (figs. 19-21), Sections (figs. 41, 47, 52), Ceramics (figs. 65, 66)

Of the five superimposed Period IVA floors in the south section of Trench A04, mentioned above, the lower
three may be grouped into two distinct but related phases, Phases 16 and 17, the earlier with two subphases.
These floors and the immediately associated structures are architecturally related to each other, even though
not all structures assigned to each of those two phases are so intimately associated. The main link in this
relationship is a north-south oriented wall (Locus A04:051 Lower), with two subphases of use, which is
followed by another wall directly superimposed and along the same orientation (Locus A04:051 Upper). These
two successive walls distinguish Phases 16 and 17.
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Phase 16

Most of the distinctive features of Phase 16 lic in the southern and eastern portions of the step formed by
Trenches A04-AQ5. This distribution may actually account for disturbances in the plan of the immediately
preceding phase, since many of the Phase 16 structures, particularly those of the earlier subphase, were located
directly over the sector that is largely undefined in Phase 14. In any event, the aforementioned wall system
that provides the key to the stratigraphy of Phases 16, 17 (A04:051) was located in the southern part of the step
where it protruded into the trench from the south section of A04 (fig. 52). Approximately 50 cm wide and
preserved to a height of 40 ¢cm in the earlier Phase 16 subphase, Wall 051 (Lower) was built entirely of
mudbrick and overlaid a 10-15 cm thick layer of pebbles (Locus A04:061). The purpose of this layer, which
was found in a meter wide strip at either side of the wall, is unclear, but it may have served as subfloor
leveling, since traces of a plastered floor (Locus A04:052) were found immediately overlying this layer west of
the wall. Over this floor, a rectangular plastered mudbrick bench (also Locus A04:052) had been constructed. It
is likely that Wall 051 Lower and the associated floor and bench just discused formed part of a room (Unit
16.1), even though the northern portion of this room was not preserved, having been disturbed by, among other
things, a large pit (Locus A04:013). Nevertheless, as will be recalled, there were clear indications in the extant
portion of the room that Unit 16.1 underwent two distinct phases of use. In the second subphase, Wall 051
Lower was widened slightly to about 60-70 cm, and about 20 cm of the height of this wall addition were
preserved. Associated with this addition, a new plastered floor and bench (Locus A04:035) were built. This
upper floor was separated from the lower one (052) by some 20 cm of brick tumble.

East of this fragmentarily preserved room and of Wall 051 Lower, another similar layer of pebbles (also
Locus A04:061) was found. This layer extended up to the western wall (Loci A04:073/074) of a second room,
Unit 16.2. Since the pebble layer extends to that wall and not below it as it does in the case of Wall 051 Lower
and Room 16.1, it is clear that Unit 16.2 was already standing when Unit 16.1 was built and, in fact, the earlier
room is oriented obliquely and not parallel to the later structure.

Very little was preserved of Room 16.2, which could only be defined in the earlier of the two Phase 16
subphases. Only its western (A04:073/074) and northern walls (Locus A04:040) were preserved inside the
trench, and then only fragmentarily. Their location inside the trench suggest that the external dimensions of
Room 16.2 must have been larger than the four meters (NNW-SSE) by 1.40 meters (WSW-ESE) exposed. Both
walls had mudbrick superstructures over a single course of stone foundations. The west wall was about 50 cm
wide and was preserved to a height of 40 cm, while the north wall was more massive, about one meter in
width, and was preserved to a height of 60 cm. This description of Wall 040 applies in fact to a later phase of
the wall, when the rest of Room 16.2 to the south was presumably no longer in use. In the earlier subphase,
Wall 040 was narrower, but this subphase of its use was only detected in section. In any case, the junction
between the western and northern room walls was not preserved and not enough of the room’s interior lies
within the excavated area to be delineated clearly. Nevertheless, a series of closely packed plastered floors (no
locus no.) could be observed inside the room in a narrow strip along the east balk.

Adjoining Unit 16.2 to the north were portions of yet another fragmentarily preserved room, Unit 16.3,
which, together with Unit 16.1 to the southwest, provides the clearest stratigraphic evidence of the existence of
at least two separate subphases in Phase 16. The southern wall of Room 16.3 was the northern wall of Room
16.2 { A05:040), which has already been described. Only traces of the northern wall of Unit 16.3 were found (no
locus number) inside the trench. Unlike Wall 040 to the south, the northern room wall was built entirely of
mudbrick. It was parallel to Wall 040 and about 3.80 meters away from it. A fragmentarily preserved plastered
floor (Loci A05:036/042) was traced between the base of the two walls, in what presumably was the interior of
the room. On this floor, just north of Wall 040, was found a plaster-lined depression some 25-30 cm deep. A
second plaster floor apparently associated with the reuse of Wall 040 which, as noted above, was widened to
about one meter, was also traced (Locus A05:035). This later floor, however, can be seen in section to go over
the northem wall of Unit 16.3 and it is thus clear that the area underwent significant changes in the second
subphase of Phase 16. Whether or not Unit 16.3 still represents a room in this second phase of use is unclear
given the fragmentary nature of the remains. In any case, Floor 035 was cut by the edge of erosion just beyond
the earlier northern wall of the room and up to that point no traces of a new northern room wall were observed.

It is possible, although far from certain, that in its earlier subphase Unit 16.3 adjoined a Phase 16 reuse of
Unit 14.1 of the immediately preceding phase (Phase 14), since the western edge of the 036/042 plastered floor
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ends at about the same location as the southeastern corner of the area previously occupied by Unit 14.1. If so, it
would suggest that Unit 16.3 was actually added to this remnant of Phase 14, hence reinforcing the view,
already noted above, of a substantial continuity between Periods IVB and IVA on the south mound.

Whether or not Unit 14.1 was reused in the earlier Phase 16 subphase, it is clear that by the later subphase
a new room (Unit 16.4) was built directly over the remains of Unit 14.1. Room 16.4, however, was
considerably smaller and much more poorly built than its Phase 14 predecessor. Only the stone foundations for
the south and east room walls (Loci A05:015, 022) were preserved. Nevertheless, it is likely, although largely
conjectural, that the northern boundary of this room was delineated by the now croded reuse of the northen
wall of Unit 14.1 (Wall A06:030, represented in dashed lines in the plan, fig. 20).2* However this may be, the
preserved length of both the south and east room walls inside the trench was only 1.50 meters and the walls
were aligned roughly in a north-south, east-west orientation. Both consisted of a single course of foundation
stones, roughly 3040 c¢m in width and their mudbrick superstructures had eroded away. If the north wall of Unit
14.1 was indeed reused in the construction of Room 16.4, the internal dimensions would have been very small
(about 1.60 x 1.20 meters exposed). The floor within this room was a poorly defined plaster and pebble surface
(Locus A05:023). The stratigraphic relationship between Room 16.4 and Unit 16.1, to the south, cannot be
established, since as noted above, the northern edge of Room 16.1 had been truncated by a later pit and other
disturbances.

Phase 17

Phase 17 is grouped with Phase 16 not only because its fragmentary remains exhibit a certain degree of
continuity from the earlier phase, but also because this relationship is far closer to Phase 16 than with any of
the succeeding phases. Directly over the east wall of Unit 16.1 (A04:051 Lower) a similar wall (Locus A04:051
Upper) was built along exactly the same orientation. Slightly wider (about 70-90 c¢m) than its Phase 16
predecessor, but preserved roughly to the same height (about 40 cm), Wall 051 Upper was founded over a
single course of stones capped by a mudbrick superstructure. Unlike its predecessor, however, Wall 051 Upper
served a different purposc—as the west wall of a new room (Unit 17.1) in the southeast corner of the trench
sealing the passage between Units 16.1 and 16.2 of the preceding phase. This room was located roughly in the
same position as Room 16.2 of the preceding phase and may have actually functioned as its successor, even
though the two units did not share any walls and were thus not linked stratigraphically. The north wall of Room
17.1 (Loci A04:017/058) had more sturdy foundations than those of its west wall (051 Upper). These
foundations were two courses of stone wide and another two courses high, However, the mudbrick superstructure
of the north wall was poorly preserved and could not be distinguished during excavation, although it could be
seen in section (fig. 41). As had been the case with Unit 16.2 which Unit 17.1 appeared to replace, the juncture
between the north and west walls of the room was not preserved. The interior of the room also appeared to
have been partly disturbed in antiquity. In sections of the room interior, at about the level of the lower course
of foundation stones, a layer of small limestone fragments could be traced (Locus A04:057). This layer, which
recalls a similar layer (A04:061) associated with Room 16.1 of the preceding phase, may represent some sort
of deliberate subfloor fill but, if so, the room floor itself was not recognized.

Most of the northern half of the step in Trenches A04-A05 was undefined in Phase 17. In that sector what
could be distinguished were the remnants of a second room, Unit 17.2, over and slightly south of Unit 16.4 of
the preceding phase. Room 17.2 was very poorly preserved and is, in fact, defined solely by the partly
disturbed stone foundations of its north (Locus A05:010) and eastern walls (Locus A05:017), which were found
barely 50 cm below the current surface of the mound. In the open area between Rooms 17.1 and 17.2 traces of
an uneven hard compacted surface, ashy in places, were found (excavated as part of Loci A04:028/029). It was
especially clear against the western section, where it could be seen to extend to the stone foundations of the
north wall (010) of Room 17.2. However, this surface could not be traced clearly across the entire trench.

24. It should be noted that Wall 030 was not excavated as such at this level, but rather as part of an in situ and
fallen mudbrick mass in the area, Loci A06: 004, 012 (fig. 47).
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Relevant Loci

Post-Phase 14 Pits and Layers
Pits

Layers (east)

Phase 16

Unit 16.1
Earlier Subphase

East wall

Pebble layer

Plaster floor and bench
Suprafloor fill/fall

Later Subphase

East wall
Plaster floor and bench
Suprafloor fill

Unit 16.2

West wall
North wall (two subphases)
Plaster floor

Unit 16.3
Earlier Subphase
South wall
North wall

Plaster floor
Subfloor fill

Later Subphase

South wall
Plaster floor
Fill and fall

Unit 16.4 (later subphase only)

South and east walls
North wall(?)

Plaster and pebble floor
Suprafloor/room fill
Subfloor fill

Phase 17

Unit 17.1

West wall

North wall

Suprafloor (east)
Subfloor (pebble layer)

Unit 17.2

North wall

East wall

Exterior Area

Fill over surface
Surface and subfloor fill

A04:092, 098
A05:043/051, 068
A04:076; A05:047

A04:051 Lower
A04:061

A04:052

A04:053, 055, 056

A04:051 Lower
A04:035
A04:031, 033

A04:073/074
A05:040
no locus number

A05:040

no locus number
A05:036/042
A05:046

A05:040
A05:035
A05:038, 039, 041

A05:015, 022

A06:003, 004, 012, 030 Upper
A05:023

A05:022

A05:024

A04:051 Upper
A04:017/058
A04:026, 030
A04:057

A05:010
A05:017

A04:027
A04:028/029, 032

0.10 m3
0.10 m3
1.10 m3

1.10 m3
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Mixed Phases 16 and 17

East

Fill between Units 16.1 and 16.2 A04:054

~ Fill over Unit 16.2 A04:059, 060, 071

Bricky layer over Unit 16.3 A05:013

Pebble layer over Unit 16.3 A05:014/034

Fill over Unit 16.3 A05:037

Fill north of Unit 16.3 A06:011, 024, 025
West

Post-phase 16 pit A04:013

Possible Phase 16 fill north of Unit 16.1 A04:036-039
Possible Phase 16 fill south of Unit 164 A05:018-019

Post-Phase 16 fill south of Unit 17.2 A04:012, 014
Possible Phase 17 surface or fill A04:011
Possible Phase 17 fall or fill A05:007, 008

Comments: The mixed loci listed above refer to deposits which can be used to analyze Phases 16 and 17
as a group, but which cannot be assigned reliably to a single phase or to a specific structure within a phase.

PHASES 18, 19: Plans (figs. 22, 23), Sections (figs. 41, 47, 52)

While the fragmentary remains of Phases 16 and 17 display some degree of relationship with each other
and with Phase 14 of Period IVB, the two succeeding phases, Phases 18 and 19, although also fragmentarily
preserved, appear to display instead some continuity both between themselves and with the final Period IVA
occupation in Area A, Phase 20. This differentiation betwecn the two groups of phases, however, may be
illusory since Phases 18 and 19 were exposed only in a very small area at the top of the middle step of the step
trench. Phase 18, for example, was cleared only in portions of Trenches A04 and A0S, an exposure slightly over
six meters in length; and Phase 19 was only cleared inside AQ4, where its principal feature, a plastered floor,
could only be traced for a short distance before being truncated by the edge of erosion. Moreover, at its decpest
point the depth of soil overburden in Phase 18 was less than one meter and in Phase 19 was even less.
Nevertheless, the evidence for Phases 18 and 19 seems to indicate that the surviving layers belong to
successive reuses of what appears to have been a single sizable room, most clearly delincated in the earlier
phase.

Phase 18

The key indication in Phase 18 of a significant stratigraphic change in the sector of the Period IVA
settlement sampled by the middle step of Area A was the shift in the architectural plan of the preceding phase,
particularly as reflected in the south section of Trench A04, where the north-south wall (A04:051) that provided
some continuity in the architectural features of Phases 16 and 17 was no longer in use, It is possible that this
shift is a reflection of the progressive contraction, noted above, of the Period IVA settlement on the south
mound. However, the break between the architectural features of Phases 17 and 18 was by no means total,
since at least one Phase 18 wall (A04:007, fig. 41) was founded directly on top of a Phase 17 predecessor
{A04:017/058) indicating some connection between the two phases.

The remains of Phase 18 appear to represent a single room (Unit 18.1) extending across portions of
Trenches A0O4 and AQ5. This room must have been sizable. It extended for a distance of at least five meters
north of the south section of A04, and since its south wall was not exposed, it must have been even longer.
Moreover, no north-south crosswalls were present inside the trench, and therefore Room 18.1 must have been
wider than the about 3.20 meters of the exposure itself. The northern boundary of this room was marked by the
stone foundations of a wall (Locus A05:004) that extended across the breadth of the trench in a WSW-ENE
orientation. Only the lower course of foundation stones of Wall 004 remained in situ. There are indications in
the west balk, however, that a second course of stones existed and, in addition, a row of stones just downslope
from the wall and roughly aligned with it (Locus A05:009) appear to represent collapse from this or other now
eroded courses. Even if the wall’s superstructure and upper courses of foundation stones had eroded away, its
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width still appeared to be intact and consisted of two courses of fairly large limestone slabs approximately 90—
100 cm wide. :

South of Wall 004 and thus inside of Room 18.1, was found a poorly preserved plastered floor (Locus
A04:022), barely 80 cm below the surface of the mound. This floor was difficult to trace but could be discerned
most clearly against the southern and eastern sections of A04 (figs. 52, 41, respectively). It is likely that Floor
022 extended to Wall 004. However, the floor could only be traced up to the vicinity of the wall before it was
truncated by erosion and the two features, therefore, cannot be linked stratigraphically. On the east section (fig.
41) Floor 022 could be seen to associate with a fragmentary wall (A04:007) that, as noted above, had been
built directly over a Phase 17 wall (over an intervening layer of ash only a few centimeters thick). Wider than
its Phase 17 predecessor, Wall 007 was constructed entirely of mudbrick without stone foundations.
Unfortunately, given its proximity to the mound’s surface, Wall 007 was not detected during excavation, but
was only observed in the section. Thus, we do not know exactly its extent inside the trench, its precise
orientation, nor even its function in terms of the architectural layout of Phase 18. Towards the west in the
interior of Room 18.1 and directly opposite Wall 007, was found a group of flat stones (Locus A04:009)
protruding slightly into the trench from the west balk. These could represent a platform or bench, possibly
associated with Floor 022. Although, once again it should be noted that the floor itself could not be traced in
their immediate vicinity. An alternate explanation is that the 009 stones constitute the foundation for a wall,
possibly a continuation of Wall 007 towards the west, but this is less likely for a number of reasons. First, if the
009 stones do represent a wall, its superstructure was not preserved. Moreover, even though the 009 stones are
almost exactly aligned with Wall 007 in the east section, they only protruded into the trench for a distance of
about 0.50 meter. And finally, it should be noted that the 009 stones were significantly narrower than Wall 007
itself (about 60 cm versus 1.10 meters).

Phase 19

As preserved, Phase 19 consists simply of a series of three plastered floors (Locus A04:005) closely
superimposed on cach other. As may be seen in the south section of A04, Floor 005 lies barely 20 cm above
the floor of the preceding phase (A04:022), only a few cm under the foundations of the Phase 20 room
immediately on top, and at most 50 cm below the surface of the mound. It is likely that Floor 005 represents
the interior of a room (Unit 19.1). However, of this room little is known, since Floor 005 could only be traced
over an irrcgular area of two to three meters north of the south section of A04 before it was truncated by
crosion. Although the northern border of the room defined by Floor 005 is now lost, it is likely that it may have
originally extended as far as the north boundary wall of Room 18.1 of the preceding phase and that Room 19.1
represents simply a rebuild or a reuse of the earlier room. In any case, no crosswalls were detected inside the
rench in association with Floor 005 indicating that Room 19.1 was of sizable proportions, much like the
immediately preceding room in the same area. ,

In short, because of the poor state of preservation of the remains of Phases 18, 19 only the broad outlines
of the occupation at the time may be discerned. Enough is known, however, to indicate that those phases, with
their apparently sizable architecture, represented a significant departure from the plan of the immediately
preceding Period IVA phases, with their several apparently disjointed structures. Instead, in their use of space,
Phases 18, 19 resemble closely the layout of the immediately succeeding and final phase of the Period IV
occupation at the site, as is discussed below.

Relevant Loci
Phase 18
Plaster floor A04:022
Suprafloor fill A04:006, 007
v A05:003, 006, 011
Subfloor fill A04:023
Mudbrick wall (in section only) A04:007
Stone feature/wall/platform(?) A04:009
North wall A05:004

North wall fall A05:009
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Possible fall A05:005
Possible Pre-Phase 18
Pit A04:024
Phase 19
Plaster floors A04:005
Suprafloor fill A04:003
Possible Phases 18, 19
Pit A04:025

Comments: As noted above, the Phase 18 mudbrick wall in the east section was excavated as part of Locus
A04:007 but was not differentiated as a wall during excavation. Locus A04:007, therefore, represents a mixture
of the wall itself and the surrounding fill/fall debris.

PHASE 20: Plan (fig. 23), Architectural Photograph (fig. 37), Scctions (figs. 40, 41, 46, 47, 51, 52), and
Ceramics (fig. 67)

The final Period IVA occupation in Area A was excavated immediately above and south of Phases 18-19,
on the top step of the step trench (Trenches AQ1, A02, and the southern half of A04). Due to the abandonment
of the structures at the end of the period, the features of this occupation were relatively well preserved, having
filled with collapse. Moreover, as settlement at Kurban Hoyiik contracted even further away from the edge of
the mound in later periods, the remains of the last Period IVA phase in Area A were only disturbed by a few
Period III pits dug into what at the time must have been the outer periphery of the settlement. These pits
disturbed only features in the southern sector (Trench AO1) of the Phase 20 exposure. The principal features of
that exposure consisted of portions of three apparently sizable rooms on top of the mound, each almost
straddling the width of the trench.

Of the three rooms just mentioned, the northernmost (Unit 20.1) was both the most impressive and the best
preserved. Three of its sides were cleared inside the trench—the northern, western, and southern walls. Thus it
could be seen that Room 20.1 was 3.20 meters wide (north-south) and more than 4.20 meters long (east-west).
The north wall of the room (Locus A04:004) is noteworthy in that it was almost identical in size, orientation,
and construction as the northern wall (A05:004) of the Phase 18 (and possibly also Phase 19) room
immediately downslope. It was made of fairly large flat limestone slabs, two courses or 80-90 cm wide, and
also two courses in height. As may be seen in the east section, part of its mudbrick superstructure was also
preserved, but it was difficult to delineate since Wall 004 was found barely 10 to 20 cm below the surface of
the mound. The western and southern walls of Room 20.1 were better preserved and provide an idea of what
Wall 004 may have looked like, since their mudbrick superstructures were intact. The west wall (Locus
A02:019) was almost exactly one meter wide, Although this wall was never sectioned, the erosion of much of
its superstructure after the room was first excavated in 1980 revealed details of its construction, which was
similar to that of the Period IVB walls in Area C, but resembled even more closely that of contemporary walls
in Area B. At least three uneven courses (about 40 ¢cm) of limestone boulders protruded above the level of the
floor in the interior of the room and the width of the wall was formed similarly of three courses of unevenly laid
stones. The exterior course, however, was laid vertically in contrast to the flat-lying horizontal positions of the
interior courses. Due to more limited erosion, details of the construction of the south wall of Room 20.1 (also
Locus A02:019) are less clear. However, its foundations appeared to have been constructed in a manner similar
to that just described for the west room wall with but one exception. The external face of the wall was not
protected with a vertical course of stone. This difference is surely explained by the fact that the south room wall
was built directly against the north wall of an immediately adjoining room, Unit 20.2. The corollary of this, of
course, is that the vertical stone facing of the western wall was deemed necessary—in all probability because
that side of Room 20.1 faced onto an open exterior area, largely unexcavated beyond the confines of the trench.

On the interior of Room 20.1, along the base of all three of the exposed walls, a low and narrow (20 cm
wide) mudbrick bench was found. Against the western room wall, this bench adjoined a low (about 10 cm
above the floor) mudbrick platform (Locus A02:016), which was roughly square in shape. It extended along the
wall for a distance of about 1.25 meters and protruded into the room for a distance of 1.10 meters. On this
platform was found a thin deposit of ash, bones, and pebbles. Nearby, on the room floor just south of the 016
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platform and possibly associated with it, was found a large flat limestone slab. The floor of Room 20.1 (Loci
A02:008-014/018/020/024) was covered with at least three successive coatings of plaster, which extended over
the low mudbrick bench and up the sides of the walls.

South of and adjoining the room just described, portions of another room were found, Unit 20.2. This
second room was only slightly smaller than the preceding since its exposed internal dimensions were 2.60
meters north-south and 3.50 meters east-west. As had been the case in Room 20.1, only the western, northern,
and southern walls of Room 20.2 were exposed inside the trench, although much of the latter had been cut
away by a later pit. These walls were constructed in a manner reminiscent to those of Room 20.1 and other
Period IVA walls at the site in that the stone foundations rose well (about 70-80 cm) above the level of the
room floor. However, they resemble more closely, in fact, later Period III walls in Area D in that the
foundations were made of “rubble,” i.e., constructed with numerous cobble-sized stones assembled without any
clear delineation of courses. Due to the irregular sizes of their component stones, both the width and height of
the walls were somewhat variable. The north wall of Room 20.2 (Locus A02:030) was, as will be recalled,
built directly against the south wall of Room 20.1 and was approximately 40 cm wide. The south room wall
(Locus A01:020), although badly disturbed, appeared to be of a similar width. However, the west room wall
(also Locus A01:020) varied in width between 40 cm at its north end and 60 cm at its south end. Although no
evidence of a mudbrick superstructure was found for any of these walls it seems probable that one existed.
Indirect evidence of this was provided by a thick (45 cm) layer of brick fall within the room.

Inside Room 20.2 a low (10 ¢cm) and narrow (about 20 cm) mudbrick bench was found along the base of
the north wall and along the northern half of the west wall. As had been the case in Room 20.1, this bench
adjoined a mudbrick platform built along the west wall. However, this platform was smaller than its counterpart
in the room to the north (55 ¢cm east-west, 35 cm north-south), and was, in addition, not built flush against the
bench, but was slightly higher (15 cm over the bench and 25 cm over the floor). Portions of the floor within
Room 20.2 had been disturbed by a number of Period III pits that had also destroyed much of the south room
wall. However, the floor (Loci A01:035/038; A(02:034/036) could be traced without difficulty on the northern
half of the room. It was covered with a thick coat of plaster which extended over the mudbrick bench and
platform, and up the sides of the walls as well. Sunk on the room floor, close to the northern wall, was found
an irregularly circular plastered basin or hearth with a diameter of about 70 cm (Locus A01:040) of a type
common throughout Period IV levels at the site.z

On the basis of the similarities in the orientations, size, interior arrangement, and features of Rooms 20.1
and 20.2, it would appear that both rooms must have served similar functions, even though their walls are built
in such a dissimilar manner. It should be noted, however, that the floor level of Room 20.2 is about 6070 cm
below the level of Room 20.1 to the north. And the associated wall foundations also appear to be set at
different levels, although this is less clear since the Phase 20 structures were never removed. Thus it is possible
that the two rooms were not built at exactly the same time, something which might help to account for some of
the differences that may be observed in their construction. Nevertheless, there can be little doubt that both
rooms were in use at the same time for at least part of their existence, since their adjoining walls are built
against each other. In any event, since the rooms were left standing, the chronological sequence of their
construction cannot be ascertained.

No directly adjacent structures were found to the west and south of Room 20.2, although these areas too
had been partly disturbed by large Period III pits. South of Room 20.2, however, there appeared to be an open
space separating that room from yet another room, Unit 20.3, only a fragment of which was exposed inside the
trench. It is probable that this open space (Unit 20.4) represented in effect an open path or passage extending
in an east-west direction and possibly turning north to follow the western external face of the two northern
rooms (20.1, 20.2). However, excavation in this open area did not reach a depth at which a surface might be
found. In any case, Room 20.3 is poorly understood, not only because of later pit disturbance in the area, but
also because only a small portion of the room was cleared. As preserved, it consisted of a room comer. The
north wall of the room (Locus A01:031) was oriented ENE-WSW and was parallel to the north and south walls
of Room 20.2. for a distance of about 2.60 meters inside the trench. Wall 031 was not only parallel to the walls
of the room to the north, but was also constructed in the same rubble masonry technique that characterized
those walls. However, its width is uncertain since the south face of the wall had been cut into by a later pit.

25. For specific references sec above, note 16.
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Nevertheless, it could be seen from a few stones protruding into the side of the pit that Wall 031 may have
been as much as 80 cm wide. At its west end Wall 031 tums a corner, but only a sliver of the crosswall was
exposed inside the trench, the remainder lies under the south section of AO1 (fig. 51). Just west of the exposed
corner of Room 20.3 was found a door socket. Very little of the surrounding area, however, was cleared and its
function, if in situ, is uncertain.

In addition to the structures just described, it is possible that the remains of Phases 18 and 19 may have
been reused in Phase 20 as a further (fourth) room terraced downslope from the three exposed on top of the
mound. This possibility is suggested by the close similarities in orientation, size, and construction noted above
between the northern wall (A05:004) of Room 18.1 (and Room 19.1?) and the northern wall of Room 20.1
(A04:004), which suggest that the two structures were not constructed very far apart in time. It is true, of
course, that the preserved Phase 19 floor (005) lies some 40-50 cm below the level of the floor of the nearest
Phase 20 room, but this discrepancy in elevation would have not precluded a reuse since it is not significantly
different from a similar but even larger discrepancy of 60 to 70 cm that existed even between the floor levels of
Phase 20 rooms in the top step that are unquestionably associated (between Rooms 20.1 and 20.2, for
example). However, it is clear that both the Phase 18 and Phase 19 floors extend under the wall foundations
for the northernmost Phase 20 wall, which is visible in the south section of A04 (fig. 52). Thus, it is also
possible that the similarities observed between the Phases 18, 19 and Phase 20 structures reflect instead
merely a continuity in the use of space rather than a direct architectural reuse.

Relevant Loci
Unit 20.1

North wall A04:004

West wall A02:019

South wall A02:019

Mudbrick platform A02:016

Plaster floor
Earliest A02:010/012/018
Latest A02:008/009/011/013/014/020
General A02:024

Suprafloor fill and room fall
Unit 20.2

A02:003, 00s, 015, 022

North wall A02:030
West and south walls A01:020
Plaster floor A01:035/038; A02:034/036 0.40 m3
Plastered basin/hearth A01:040
Suprafloor fill and room fall A02:032, 033, 035, 1.10 m3
A01:026, 027, 034, 037 (east) 3.50 m3
- Unit 20.3
North wall A01:031
Unit 20.4
Fill (south) A01:028, 029 (MRN 16051-16064)
Fill (west) A01:036, 037 (west)

PERIOD III (EB-MB TRANSITION)

It can be seen from the excavations in Area B, where still standing Period IVA structures were reused in
Period III, that the temporal interval between the two occupations cannot be unduly stretched (see below, Part
One, Chapter 4, pp. 189ff.). However, this conclusion is not reflected in the evidence from Area A, where, as
noted above, deposits of the final Period IVA phase were sealed by a thick layer of brick fall and compact fill
which strongly suggests that that sector of the mound was abandoned for a longer period of time. In Area A,
therefore, the distinction between Periods III and IVA is particularly noticeable, both stratigraphically and
architecturally. Stratigraphically, the hard orange (decomposed mudbrick) and brown fill and fall layers derived
from the collapse and abandonment of the Phase 20 structures are easily distinguishable from the softer gray
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and brown layers that characterize Period III deposits in Area A. Architecturally, the remains of the two periods
are even more easily differentiated since the sizable structures of the final Period IVA phase were replaced by
much more flimsy remains that suggest a radically different use of space. Indeed, the features of the Period III
phases on the top step of Area A may be related stratigraphically to the excavations in the northeast corner of
Arca D, where it can be seen that the sector of the EB-MB transitional occupation sampled by that step was
located in an open (i.e., unroofed) work area at the periphery of the settlement. Consequently, the
accumulation of Period III layers in this sector of the settlement, at most 50-60 cm thick, was significantly
thinner than was the case farther into the mound (in Area D), where more substantial remains of the period
were found. Moreover, while those remains were divisible into four architecturally-defined subphases, the
layers at the periphery of the mound exposed in Area A could only be divided into two phases. In great
measure, this discrepancy is explained by the fact that while the features in this open area could be
differcntiated with some precision, the steady buildup of the outdoor surfaces linking them proved more difficult
to document.

PHASE 21: Plan (fig. 24), Sections (figs. 40, 51), Ceramics (fig. 68)

The earliest recognizable use of the top step of Area A after the abandonment of the Period IVA structures
was represented by four pits, which had cut into the southern edge of the fill and fall layers sealing the Phase
20 remains. Two of the pits (Loci D76:032/034/036 = A01:032, and D76:050) straddle the boundary between
Areas A and D and were in fact excavated as part of Trench D76. Another pit (Locus A01:030), was that cutting
into the northern wall of Room 20.3 of the previous phase, while the last pit (Loci A01:024/025) was in fact a
double pit cut into the room immediately to the north, Unit 20.2. All of the pits were fairly large and appear to
represent garbage pits, although only the contents of the largest one (D76:032/034/036 = A01:032) were made
up of soft ashy fill. It should be pointed out that the exterior surface or surfaces from which these various pits
were sunk could not be traced, in great measure because the layers associated with the pits were found fairly
close to the surface of the mound and, in addition, lensed out in the southern half of Trench A02, where the fall
over the Phase 20 structures was found directly beneath topsoil. Nevertheless, it appears certain that these four
pits represent an early subphase of the Period III sequence in that each of the pits was sealed, at least partially,
by later Period III features which may be linked with the main architectural sequence of the period in the
neighboring Area D exposure. Moreover, as will be noted below in the discussion of the Period III ceramics at
the site, the Phase 21 pits and associated fill layers contained a distinctive assemblage which, while intimately
related to that recovered in association with the Period III architecture in Area D, was also significantly
different (see below, Part Two, Chapter 11, pp. 384f.).

Relevant Loci
Pits D76:032/034/036 = A01:032
D76:050
A01:030
A01:024/025 1.70 m3
Fill A01:015-019, 022, 023 8.30 m3
A02:004

Comments: The fill layers listed above represent a mixture of the materials that made up the surfaces
associated with the pits, possible subfloor fill underlying Phase 22, and to a much lesser extent portions of the
fill/fall over Phase 20 as well.

PHASE 22: Plan (fig. 25), Sections (figs. 40, 46, 51)

The second (and last) Period III phase in the top step of Area A contained a number of features that are
strongly suggestive of an outdoor work area. Some of these features were similar, in fact, to outdoor
installations found elsewhere at the site, but particularly in Area D. Founded on a hard compacted earth surface
which was difficult to trace with precision, the Phase 22 features were exposed at most 3040 cm below the
surface of the mound in the south end of Trench AQ1, while in the northern half of A0l and A02, they were
found directly beneath topsoil.
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At the south end of Trench AO1, scaling two of the Phase 21 pits already discussed (D76:050, and
A01:030), were found the crude stone foundations of a curving enclosure or partition wall (Loci A01:010/012)
forming an arc across portions of Trenches D77 and AQ1. These foundations consisted of a jumble of small and
larger stones, without any indication of careful construction. Approximately 30-40 cm wide, this wall at best
may have served as a courtyard enclosure wall, and more likely as a pen or corral. Near its east end, the stones
were laid flat possibly serving as a paving rather than as a foundation. North of wall 010/012, and partially
superimposed on another of the Phase 21 pits (D76:032/034/036 = A01:032), was found a heavy concentration
of river cobbles, sherds, and small stones, stretching laterally across the trench forming a slight raised ridge
(Locus A01:006). The purpose of this feature is unknown, but a similar construction may be observed in Area
D, where it occurs in a clear courtyard context (fig. 123: Trench D66, between Units 41 and 66). Just north of
this feature, straddling Trenches AO1 and A02, was found a circular platform made of cobbles, pebbles, and
larger stone slabs embedded in a matrix of mud (Loci A01:013/A02:006, 026). Approximately 1.65 meters in
diameter and 30 cm high, this platform closely resembles, in both size and construction, similar platforms found
in Area D (Trench D23: fig. 123), as well as in Area CO1 in the final phase of occupation of the north mound
(Phase 16: fig. 82). Their function is uncertain, but some of the Period III examples from Area D were found
with their tops sealed by a layer of mud and plaster. It is possible that they may have served as either oven or
silo bases, but if so their superstructures were not preserved in any of the areas where they were found. Finally,
in the northern portion of Trench A(2, protruding for about three meters into the trench from the west balk, was
found a fragmentarily preserved wall oriented in a NNW-SSE direction (Locus A02:007). Also constructed
crudely and entirely of stone, this wall was an unusually poor example of the rubble masonry techniques
characteristic of the Period III architecture. Not obviously associated with any other structure inside the
exposure, the function of Wall 007 is unclear, but it is possible that it may have have served as a low partition
wall between outdoor activity areas.

In short, the crudely built Phase 22 features just described appear to reflect the scattered, seemingly
haphazardly placed, installations of an outdoor work area such as may be observed in other broader single
period exposures at the site (Area C: fig. 121, and Area D: fig. 123). This interpretation is, in fact,
demonstrably correct in view of the wider exposures in Trench D76 immediately adjoining Phase 22 to the west
(fig. 123). Thus, the features of Phase 22 are particularly instructive for the interpretation of other similarly
“incoherent” plans obtained from earlier and more limited exposures within the stratigraphic soundings (Area
A, Phases 7, 8: figs. 12, 13; Area CO1, Phase 2: fig. 69, for example).

Relevant Loci
Compacted earth surface and fill A01:003, 004, 008
Curving wall and pavement(?) A01:010/012
Pebble concentration A01:006
Circular stone platform A01:013/A02:006, 026
North wall A02:007
Mixed fill/topsoil A01:002, 011; A02:002, 025

Comments: The Phase 22 surface was difficult to trace and could not always be distinguished during
excavation from the surrounding fill (A01:003, 004, 008). Loci A01:002, 011 and A02:002, 025 probably
constitute fill over the Phase 22 features, but were excavated as topsoil. Most of the fill layers in the southern
sector of the exposure (AQ1) were cut into and disturbed by Phase 23 (Period II) wall foundations.

PERIOD II
PHASE 23: Plan (fig. 26), Sections (figs. 40, 46)

Superimposed on and cutting into the Period III installations in the step trench were found the foundations
for a square khan or travellers’ station of Early Abbasid date occupying the periphery of the plateau of the south
mound (for a preliminary account of the structure and plan, see below, Part One, Chapter 4, p. 194, fig. 124),
However, even though the site was abandoned for some three millennia, there is very little indication in this
periphery, or at least in the sector sampled by the top step of Area A, of a substantial accumulation of deposit,
save for the relatively thin collapse and fill layers overlying the Phase 22 structures. Only a small portion of
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the khan’s north enclosure wall was recovered inside Area A, and of this wall only the foundations remained
(Loci A01:005/014), the superstructure having long since eroded away. These foundations extended across the
trench in a strict east-west orientation and were 1.10 meters wide and about 40 cm high. They consisted of two
courses of limestone slabs, cobbles, and basalt fragments, and had been sunk deeply so that their top was in
some cases at the same rough elevation as the top of the extant Period III structures. Consequently, the
associated floor level lay roughly at the same elevation as topsoil, and was not preserved. South of Wall
005/014 and perpendicular to it, were the foundations of a north-south oriented crosswall (Locus D76:039),
which protruded partially into the trench from the south and west balks. About 1.50 meters of its length and
about 50 cm of its width were exposed. It should be noted, however, that the whole length and width of this
crosswall, which formed a partition between rooms arrayed along the interior of the khan, were later cleared as
part of the exposure in Area D (fig. 124).

Relevant Loci
North enclosure wall » A01:005/014
Crosswall D76:039

PERIOD I

PHASE 24: Plan (fig. 26), Sections (figs. 46, 51)

As was the case in the preceding two periods, the final period exposed in the step trench was again better
represented in Area D, where several burials cutting into the remains of Periods II and III were found in the
northeastern sector of the mound. These burials were not accompanied by offerings, and this plus the
orientation of the interments suggests that they are Moslem burials. In any case, they certainly post-date the
abandonment of the Early Abbasid khan, since some of the burial pits had cut into its walls. In the step trench
itself, only one of these interments was found (Locus D76:027). It had cut into the Phase 23 crosswall
(D76:039) to a depth of 30 to 40 cm. After the body was deposited, the grave was capped with several large
(about 25 % 40 cm) flat-lying limestone slabs (Locus A01:007=D76:031).

Relevant Loci
Burial D76:027
Burial capstones A01:007 = D76:031

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION

The sequence of cultural deposits exposed in the Area A step trench yielded information valuable not only
for understanding the morphology and evolution of the south mound itself, but of the whole site as well. At
times when the south mound formed the sole focus of occupation at Kurban Hoyiik, the step trench probably
reflects conditions on the periphery of the settlement (even though located on the northeast comner of the south
mound, the step trench sequence must present a slightly skewed sampling of its deposits). Conversely, in times
of settlement expansion when the north mound too was occupied, the Area A exposure must represent an
occupation closer to the center of the settlement.

PERIOD VHI: PHASES 1-5

The earliest significant occupation of the south mound was that of the Halaf period, although it is not
impossible that an earlier occupation not sampled by the step trench exposure may have existed closer to the
center of the mound. In any case, the earliest Halaf phases in Area A were founded directly over natural soil in
the area of Trenches A07 and AO8. When the five superimposed phases of the Halaf period in Area A are
looked at as a whole, a lack of continuity in the use of space from one phase to the other is immediately
discernible. Whereas substantial architectural remains were recovered in some of those phases, most notably
Phases 3 and 5, other phases yielded less significant remains. In Phase 4, for example, the only feature of
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significance was a compacted earth surface that appears to represent an unroofed outdoor area. Most likely, this
lack of continuity reflects the ebb and flow of occupation on the periphery of the settlement.

PERIODS VIA-B: PHASES 6-10

The south mound was abandoned after the Halaf period for what was probably a considerable span of time.
It was again settled in the Late Chalcolithic period, sometime in the first half of the fourth millennium B.C.2¢
The earliest phase of that occupation was difficult to trace as it consisted of largely featureless fill layers and a
possible surface. Once again, the lack of substantial architectural remains may indicate an exposure of a small
settlement located solely on the south mound. The succeeding phases of the period yielded, however,
fragmentary evidence of what appear to have been more substantial structures built along the northermn sector of
the cxposed area in Trenches AQ8-A09. Fragmentary as it may be, this evidence so near the edge of the south
mound may be taken as indicative of an expanding settlement, a hypothesis that is actually confirmed by
independent evidence to be discussed in detail later from Areas F and CO1.

In addition to providing evidence for the expansion of settlement in the later part of the Late Chalcolithic
period, Area A also produced evidence 1o suggest some measure of settlement stability at that time. This is
indicated by the observed continuity in the use of space within the sector exposed by Trenches A07-A09.
Through all three of the Period VIA phases in Area A for which we have significant exposures (i.e., Phases 7-
9), the southern sector of the excavated area remained in use as an unroofed, often paved, outdoor surface or
courtyard. Similarly, in the more disturbed northern sector of the excavations traces of buildings were detected
in at least two of those three phases. However, the authors do not wish to overemphasize what evidence does
exist for settlement stability throughout Period VIA, since the purported continuity was not actually reflected in
the lasting use of a specific structure, but rather was discerned only more vaguely in the continued use of
specific areas of the site as either roofed or unroofed space.

PERIOD IVC: PHASES 11, 12

Since no traces whatsoever of a Period V occupation were detected in Area A, it scems certain that the
south mound was abandoned again for a considerable amount of time after the end of of the Late Chalcolithic
period, probably sometime in last centuries of the fourth millennium B.C. or at the transition to the third
millennium. At some point, possibly around the middle of the third millennium, a small settlement was once
again reestablished on the south mound. The remains uncovered in relatively limited exposures in Area A were
only fragmentarily preserved and thus provide little indication of the character of the Period IVC settlement on
the south mound. However, contemporary remains were not recovered In Area CO1 on the north mound, and
elsewhere at the site were only uncovered in Areca F, not far away from the step trench exposurc. As the
discussion of Area F in Chapter 3 shows, it appears that the morphology of the site during Period IVC was
substantially different from that of the preceding periods.

PERIOD IVB: PHASES 13, 14, AND 15(?)

What is reconstructed here to have been a modest size occupation in Period IVC formed the basis for a
radical change by Period IVB. This change can actually be best understood in examining the site as a whole,
since there is unequivocal evidence from the various excavated areas that the Period IVB occupation of Kurban
Hoyiik encompassed all of the six or so hectares of the site. Nevertheless, even in isolation, Area A provides
crucial evidence for site-wide changes in occupation. The initial stage in this transformation was the
construction of a massive fortification wall, almost five meters thick, encompassing the south mound. Either
concurrent with the erection of the wall or perhaps only slightly latcr, a major construction program was
undertaken which dwarfed in both its scale and extent the remains of the preceding period. As is seen below in
the discussion of Areas F, CO1, C, and G, traces of this program were detected across the site, but it is
impressively in evidence even in Area A itself, in the presumably domestic architectural complex of Phase 13
cleared immediately behind the fortification wall.

26. This date is suggested by radiocarbon determinations associated with similar materials at Arslan Tepe (Period
VII). See Palmieri 1981, p. 102, Table 1.
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Unfortunately since neither the fortification wall itself nor the Phase 13 remains behind it were removed,
the critical temporal relationship between the construction of the wall and the expansion of settlement is
uncertain. If the wall was erected significantly prior to the expansion, then it is possible that in a brief
militaristic phase, occupation was confined to the south mound, but grew rapidly thereafter. Alternately, if the
erection of the wall went hand in hand with the expansion of settlement, then it is more likely that the wall
served as the boundary of a distinctive town quarter—an inner walled “citadel” clearly distinct from the
surrounding “lower town”—signaling the existence of significant differences between social groups at the site.
Whether or not the south mound served a distinctive social role in Phase 13, there are indications that it did so
in Phase 14, although it is not entirely certain whether the fortification wall was still in use at the time.
Certainly, the transformation of the area exposed in the step trench in Phase 14 indicates a large central
building rather than a series of smaller, possibly domestic, units which characterized the preceding phase. And,
if Phase 15 can be correlated roughly with Phase 14, then the Phase 14 complex appears to be substantially
different from other excavated quarters on the slopes of the south mound itself, not to mention the rest of the
lower town area.

PERIOD IVA: PHASES 16-20

If Period IVB represented the expansion and apogee of the mid-late EB occupation at Kurban Hoyiik,
Period IV A represents its contraction to the south mound and eventual demise. This conclusion is based entirely
on presumed correlations between the Period IVB construction program documented in Area A and parallel
construction programs exposed in other excavation areas at the site. In any event, the Period IV occupation in
Area A was the longest at the site by far, and some of the later phases of that sequence postdate other
Period IV remains in the north mound. Together with remains exposed in Area B, which is discussed in a later
chapter, Phases 16 to 20 of the Area A sequence provide some evidence for the character of the later
development of the Period IV sequence in the south mound. Fragmentary as some of the Period IVA phases in
the step trench were, there can be little doubt that the character of the south mound settlement was
substantially different in that period from its Period IVB apogee. The possibly public buildings of the last
Period IVB phase were replaced by a series of smaller, more cramped, and more sloppily built structures which
must have served a different function. And, even if the structures of the best preserved (and final) of the Period
IV A phases, Phase 20, are somewhat more sizable, it is clear that by that time settiement in the south mound
itself had contracted considerably and that the outer periphery of the south mound had long ceased to be
inhabited.

PERIOD III: PHASES 21, 22

In spite of the fact that the evidence from the EB-MB Transition period at the site is best represented not
in Area A but rather in the exposure on the plateau on top of the mound, Area D, the limited Period III
sequence from the step trench proved surprisingly informative. It was in the step trench that the question of the
transition from Period IV to Period III was first addressed. And, while the apparently disjunctive nature of that
transition revealed by the Area A exposure needs to be modified in light of evidence from later excavations in
Area B, the step trench evidence still remains critical to our understanding of that phenomenon in terms of the
south mound as whole. Moreover, while the evidence from Phase 21 is rather fragmentary and limited in its
scope, it represents at the present stage of analysis the only clear indication we have of a Period III occupation
preceding the well-developed architectural complex uncovered in Area D. This, of course, may change once the
full analysis of Area D is completed.

PERIODS II-I: PHASES 23, 24

Finally, after a long abandonment of about three millennia, Kurban Hoyiik was resettled again in the Early
Abbasid period for what wrned out to be a brief occupation (Phase 23). In turn, after the end of that brief
phase, the site was used as a burial ground (Phase 24). The step trench sequence has little to add to our
understanding of those later phases of use of the site, which are more clearly documented in Area D.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the step trench provides the sole evidence which is available from the excavations for the
complete sequence of development of the two most important periods at the site, Periods VI and IV. Moreover,
even though Periods VII and V were not represented in the Area A sequence, the twelve meters or so of
occupational deposits exposed there form the primary benchmark for the history of occupation at Kurban Hoyiik.
It is against this benchmark that complementary sequences from the other vertical (and horizontal) operations
at the site are interleaved or correlated. The second most important of those sequences, Area CO1, is discussed
in the next chapter.
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Figure 11. Area A, Phase 6 Plan.
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Figure 22. Area A, Phase 18 Plan.



Figure 23. Area A, Phases 19, 20 Plan.
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Figure 25. Area A, Phase 22 Plan.

AO2

NATURAL sOIL

W, MubBRICcK
EDGE OF EXCAVATION
E PROECTED LIMIT

Figure 26. Area A, Phase 23, 24 Plan.



oi.uchicago.edu

AREA A 75

Figure 27. Area A, Period VIII, Phase 3. Stone Foundations of Tholos 3.1. Foundations of Phase 2 Rectangular
Structure, Unit 2.1, toward Right. Photographic View toward the South.

Figure 28. Area A, Period VIII, Phase 5. Stone Foundations of Tholos 5.1. In Foreground, Center, and Back
Period VI Pits. Photographic View toward the South.
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Figure 29. Area A, Period IVB Fortification Wall and Adjoining Structures. To the Right, Partial View of
Phase 13 Rooms, Units 13.1 and 13.2. To the Left, Phase 15 Wall and Pit Cut into Fortification Wall.
Photographic View toward the East.

Figure 30. Area A, Period IVB, Phase 13 Architectural Remains Behind Fortification Wall. In Foreground, Area
of Units 13.6-13.8 (Removed) and Phase 14 Foundation Trench. In Background, 13.1-13.5, Locus A05:078
Cobbled Layer, and South (Inner) Face of Fortification Wall. Photographic View toward the North.
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Figure 31. Area A, Period IVB, Phases 13, 14. Detail of Stratification Between Units 13.5 and 13.2. Center Left,
Foundation Stones for Original Northern Wall of Room 13.5. Center Right, Foundation Stones for Intrusive
Phase 14 Wall, Locus A05:033, and Associated Pivot Stone of Unit 14.2.

Photographic View toward the West.

Figure 32. Area A, Period IVB, Phase 13. Rooms 13.6 and 13.8. Photographic View toward the South.
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Figure 33. Area A, Period IVB, Phase 13. Detail of Interior of Room 13.6. Note Ashy Floor and Pebbled Hearth
Area. Photographic View toward the West.

Figure 34. Area A, Period IVB, Phase 14. Detail of Room 14.3 with Pithos in situ. Walls A04:046, 084, and 107
Upper in Foreground at Either Side of Doorway. Photographic View toward the South.
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Figure 35. Area A, Period IVA-B, Phase 15 Architectural Remains. To the Left, Room 15.2 Showing Bench with
Embedded Jar, Platform, Pits, and Plastered Floor Terminating at the Edge of Erosion. To the Right, Threshold
into Unit 15.1. Photographic View toward the East.

P "'”*?
Figure 36. Area A, Period IVA-B, Phase 15 Architectural Remains. In Center, Stone-Paved Area of Unit 15.1. To

the Right, Period IVB Fortification Wall Partially Cut into by Phase 15 Wall and Pits (see also fig. 29). To the
Left, Threshold into Room 15.2 and Southern Room Walls. Photographic View toward the East.



oi.uchicago.edu

80 TOWN AND COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTERN ANATOLIA

Figure 37. Area A, Period IVA, Phase 20 Architectural Remains. Unit 20.2 in Foreground and Unit 20.1 in
Background. Photographic View toward the Southwest.

Figure 38. Area A Step Trench, General View Showing Its Position Against the North Slope of the South Mound.
Photographic View from the North.
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Figure 48. Area A Step Trench, West Section (Continued).
s2 Detail of Trenches A06 and A07 (cont.).
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Figure 54. Area A, Phase 6 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Jar 20a 13/14 - 228 A08-0870/80-016 Pit —_ 6 VIB Fig. 11
B Bowl3 13/14 - 228 A(08-0870/80-016 Pit — 6 VIB Fig. 11
C Bowl26c 13/14 - 228 A08-0870/80-016 Pit — 6 VIB Fig. 11
D Bowl26b 13/14 - 228 A08-0870/80-016 Pit — 6 VIB Fig. 11
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:
Context Nature Iustration
A07:088 Suprafloor Pls. 23:E, 24:G
A07:089 Surface Pls. 24:D, 27:L, 39:1
A07:090 Pit Pis. 30:H, 33:1
A09:016 Pit Pls. 19:G, H; 30:G, I; 33:E; 34:C; 39:H:; 41:B
C
B
A
|
L)




oi.uchicago.edu

104 TOWN AND COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTERN ANATOLIA
Figure 55. Area A, Phase 7 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl 6a 04 5318 D117  A09-0450-009 Plaster Floor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
B Bowl3 04 5322 D121  A09-0462-009 Plaster Floor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
C Bowl 19 17 5318 D117  A09-0450-009 Plaster Floor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
D Jar 4c 04 11478 786 A07-1972-085 Pebble Surface — 7 VA Fig. 12
E — 04 5322 D121  A09-0462-009 Plaster Floor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
F Jar 20a 13/14 11197 746 A07-19-084 Suprafloor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
G Jar 19c 13/14 11197 746 A07-19-084 Suprafloor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
H Bowl26c 13/14 5318 Di17  A09-0450-009 Plaster Floor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
I Bowl26c 13/14 5322 D121  A09-0462-009 Plaster Floor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
J Jar 24 13/14 5322 D121  A09-0462-009 Plaster Floor — 7 VIA Fig. 12
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:
Context Nature Illustration
A07:083 Suprafloor Pls. 19:F, 24:C, 26:1, 27:M, 37:E, 39:A, 40:D
A07:084 Suprafloor Pls. 19:D, 25:D, 34:F
A07:085 Pebble Surface PlIs. 21:H, 30:E, 35:B, 41:C
A08:040 Suprafloor Pls. 35:A, 36:G
A08:042 Suprafloor Pls. 33:D, 38:F
A08:046 Suprafloor Pls. 20:F, 21:D, 22:D, 27:J, 31:F, 361
A09:009 Plaster Floor Pls. 23:0, 29:A, 31:D, 33:B, 35:.C, 38:A, 40:B
A09:015 Hearth Pls. 20:G, 21:G, 31:B, 32:.C
NS S '
’
C
D E
22
C
H ;
28
| ;
F
18
Jd \
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Figure 56. Area A, Phase 8 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl 19 17 11495 400 A08-0502-045 Burial - 8 VIA Fig. 13
B Jar 20a 13/14 11081 656 A07-1792.077 Surface -- 8 VIA Fig. 13
C Bowl26c 13/14 11128 696 A07-1780-079 Pebble Surface -- 8 VIA Fig. 13
D Jar 12 04 11495 400 A08-0502-045 Burial - 8 VIA Fig. 13
E Unass. jar 13/14 11034 634 A07-1770/72-077  Surface - 8 VIA Fig. 13
F Jar 19¢ 13/14 11128 696 A07-1780-079 Pebble Surface - 8 VIA Fig. 13
G Jar 32 13/14 11138 D706 A07-1781-079 Pebble Surface - 8 VIA Fig. 13

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Illustration:

A07:077 Surface Pl 23:H

A07:078 Suprafloor Pl 21:F

A07:079 Pebble Surface Pls. 24:1; 28:G; 29:F; 30:M; 31:H; 32:H, L; 36:E; 38:E; 39:E; 42:D
A08:038 Pebble Surface Pl 38:G

A08:045/044  Burial Pls. 22:H, 29:G, 33:C

22

-
B
N

/
(a
) :
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Figure 57. Area A, Phase 9 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowlla 04 8151 519 A07-1592-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
B Stand 1b 04 8314 549 A07-1592-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
C Bowl 6a 04 8151 519 A07-1592-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
D Bowlla 04 8141 497 A07-15-072 Surface - 9 VIA Fig. 14
E Jar? 04 8142 506 A07-15-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
F Handle 1 04 8147 539 A07-1580-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
G Bowl 19 17 8141 497 A07-15-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
H Bowl 26b 13/14 8152 D523 A07-1592-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
I Jar 24 13/14 8141 497 A07-15-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
J  Deco. 405 06 8152 D523 A07-1592-072 Surface -- 9 VIA Fig. 14
K Jar 32 13/14 8141 497 A07-15-072 Surface - 9 VIA Fig. 14
L Unass. jar 13/14 8143 527 A07-1570-072 Surface - 9 VIA Fig. 14
" For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature INustration:

A07:072 Surface Pls. 23:B, M; 26:J; 27:A, C, O; 40:.E

A07:073 Surface Pl 24:L

B( \____
\
A
E/ 7\
H ( ‘
|
G

\,1 TN\
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Figure 58. Area A, Phase 10 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowlla 04 7997 D481 A07-15-070  Supra/Sub Floor — 10 VIA —
B Jar 17 04 7997 D481 A07-15-070  Supra/Sub Floor - 10 VIA —_
C Deco. 304 04 7997 D481 A07-15-070  Supra/Sub Floor — 10 VIA —
D Bowl26b  13/14 7997 D481 A07-15-070  Supra/Sub Floor — 10 VIA —
E Bowl 26c 13/14 . 7997 D481 A07-15-070  Supra/Sub Floor — 10 VIA —
F Bowl 9a 04 7997 D481 A07-15-070  Supra/Sub Floor — 10 VIA —
G Bowl 19 17 7803 435 A07-15-062  Surface — 10 VIA —
H Bowlllb 04 7997 D481 AQ07-15-070  Supra/Sub Floor — 10 VIA —
I Jar 12 04 7803 435 A07-15-062  Surface — 10 VIA -

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Ilustration:
A07:062 Surface Pl 31:M
A07:070 Supra/subfloor Pls. 24:K, 42:C
A07:071 Supra/subfloor Pl. 25:]

?m

|




oi.uchicago.edu

108 TOWN AND COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTERN ANATOLIA
Figure 59. Area A, Phase 11 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN RCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan

A  Deco. 402 05 7738 422 A07-14-058 Surface 11.2 11 " IVC Fig. 15
B Bowl le 04 7693 406 A07-14-056 Suprafloor 11.2 11 IvC Fig. 15
C Bowlle 04 7739 D424 A07-14-058 Surface 11.2 11 vC Fig. 15
D Unass. bowl 04 7738 422 A07-14-058 Surface 11.2 11 vC Fig. 15
E Bowl7b 01 7802 435 A07-12-061 Surface 11.2 11 e Fig. 15
F Jar 16c 04 7802 435 A07-12-061 Surface 11.2 11 Ive Fig. 15
G Jar 31 08 7802 435 A07-12-061 Surface 11.2 11 Ive Fig. 15
H Jar3c 08 7904 447 A07-15-063 Suprafloor 11.2 11 IvC Fig. 15
I  Bowl 8d 04 7693 406 A07-14-056 Suprafloor 11.2 11 Ive Fig. 15

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

I P

Context Nature Unit Illustration:
A07:056 Suprafloor 11.2 PL64: 1
AQ07:058 Surface 11.2 Pls. 77: G, 81: C, G
A07:061 Surface 11.2 Pi. 82: K
C
L
N —————
E —
L) ?
F
—
G
H
(
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Figure 60. Area A, Phase 12 Pottery. Scale 2:5

109

Type Ware  MRN FCN Context Context Nature Ph. Per. Plan
A~ Bowl le 04 7667 389 A07-14-054 Surface/subfloor fill 12 IvC -
B Jar 16¢c 04 7667 389 A07-14-054 Surface/subfloor fill 12 wc —
C Jar 18a 04 7590 349 A07-13-047 Suprafloor 12 vc —
D Jar 3d 04 - 7667 389 A07-14-054 Surface/subfloor fill 12 vC —_
E Bowl5s 04 7667 389 A07-14-054 Surface/subfloor fill 12 vC —_
F Bowl 10a 04 7667 389 A07-14-054 Surface/subfloor fill 12 I\ —
G Jar 34b 09 7692 402 A07-14-054 Surface/subfloor fill 12 Ivc —_
H Deco.402 05 7667 389 A07-14-054 Surface/subfloor fill 12 vc  —
I Jar 4b 04 7590 349 A07-13-047 Suprafloor 12 I\ -

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Hlustration:
A07:047 Suprafloor Pls. 59:D, 63:E, 64:A
A07:054 Surface/subfloor fill Pls. 57.J, 69:A

VA

N
-
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Figure 61. Area A, Pottery Predating Phase 13 in Trench A04. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Ph. Per.
A Bowl le 04 17916 601 A04-1032/42-102 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
B Bowl le 04 17926 605 A04-10-102 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
C  Bowl7b 04 17916 601 A04-1032/42-102 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
D Lid1la 09 17903 587 A04-10-101 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
E Lid 1a 13 17903 587 A04-10-101 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
F Jar 34b 09 17926 605 A04-10-102 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C -
G Jar 16¢ 04 17903 587 A04-10-101 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
H Jar 31 08 17911 596 A04-1032/42-101 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
I Jar 34c 09 17911 596 A04-1032/42-101 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
I — 08 17903 587 A04-10-101 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C
K Jar 34c 09 17916 601 A04-1032/42-102 Fill Pre-13 IVB-C

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Illustration:

A04:101-104 Fill Pls. 56:K, L; 60:G; 65:M; 66:]; 78:C; 81:I; 85:D; 86:K; 90:U

]
\ //7—'
o\

ot

n
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Figure 62. Area A, Phase 13 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Plan
Bowllb 04 17956 D371 A05-0556/57-083 Floor 13.5 13 IVB Fig. 16
Bowl le 04 17972 387 A05-05-084 Hearth 13.5 13 IVB Fig. 16
Bowl8a 04 17956 D371 A05-0556/57-083 Floor 13.5 13 IVB Fig. 16
Jar 3c 04 5685 150 A06-05-031 Floor 13.1 13 IVB Fig. 16
Jar 34b 09 5685 150 A06-05-031 Floor 13.1 13 IVB Fig. 16
Jar 31 08 5685 150 A06-05-031 Floor 131 13 IVB Fig. 16
Jar 16¢ 04 16031 512 A04-0941-087 Suprafloor 13.5 13 IVB Fig. 16
Jar 16¢ 09 5667 140 A06-05-029 Suprafloor  13.1 13 VB Fig. 16
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Unit Ilustration:

A05:073 Suprafloor 13.5 Pl. 67:D

A06:029 Suprafloor 13.1 Pl. 90:R

CK
B D
- 24
— G
20
F
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Figure 63. Area A, Phase 14 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN RCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl le 04 11823 472 A04-07-070 Suprafloor 14.3 14 IVB Fig. 17
(around pithos)
B Bowl le 04 7155 D078  A04-05-018 Floor 14.2 14 IVB Fig. 17
C Bowl 1b 04 11394 443 A04-07-079 Floor 143 14 IVB Fig. 17
D Jar 16a 04 6627 064 A04-05-016 Suprafloor 14.2 14 IVB Fig. 17
E Unass. bowl 04 6700 065 A04-05-016 Suprafloor  14.2 14 IVB Fig. 17
F  Jar 34b 09 7058 074 A04-05-016 Suprafloor  14.2 14 IVB Fig. 17
G Jar3c 04 11394 443 A04-07-079 Floor 14.3 14 IVB Fig. 17
H Jar 16¢ 04 16020 504 A04-0930/40-087 Suprafloor 143 14 IVB Fig. 17

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Unit Hllustration:
A04:016 Suprafloor 14.2 Pls. 53:0, 93:H
A04:018 Floor 14.2 Pl. 95:A
A04:079 Floor 14.3 Pls. 57.C, 85:1
A05:026 Floor 14.1 Pl. 90:T

|

= 7 -
o
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Figure 64. Area A, Phase 15 Pottery.* Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl le 04 2755 113 A07-0590-013 Suprafloor 15.2 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
B Bowl le 04 3927 217 A07-0750-023 Pit 15.1 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
C Jar 15 04 3888 206 A07-0750-023 Pit 15.1 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
D Bowl7b 04 3067 127 A07-0591-014 Floor 152 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
E Bowl 8a 04 3927 217 A07-0750-023 Pit 15.1 15 IVAB Fig. 18
F Jar 16b 04 2320 089 A08-02-006 Floor 152 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
G Jar 18a 04 3068 134 A07-0591-017 Pit 15.2 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
H Jar 18a 04 2755 134 A07-0590-013 Suprafloor 152 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
I Jar 34c 09 3066 126 A07-0590-014 Floor 15.2 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
] Jar 34b 09 3888 206 A07-0750-023 Pit 15.1 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
K Jar 34c 09 7060 236 A07-0762-030 Pebble surface 15.1 15 IVAB Fig. 18
L Jar 15 02 3888 206 A07-0750-023 Pit 15.1 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
M Jar 15 02 3067 127 A07-0591-014 Floor 15.2 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
N Deco. 402 05 3712 192 A07-0751-022 Suprafloor 15.1 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
O Deco. 402 05 7059 233 A07-0761-030 Pebble surface 15.1 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
P Deco. 403 0S5 3888 206 A07-0750-023 Pit 15.1 15 IVA-B Fig. 18
Q Deco. 013 01 3888 206 A07-0750-023 Pit 15.1 15 IVAB Fig. 18
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Unit Illustration:

A07:010 Room fill/collapse 15.2 Pls. 591, 69:B, C

A07:013 Suprafloor 152 Pls. 83:G, 92:D

A07:014/A08:006 Floor 15.2 Pls. 55:1; 72:N; 73:B; 78:N, P; 80:0; 90:J

A07:022 Suprafloor 15.1 Pls. 64:W, 71:A, 86:J, 93:1, 94:A

A07:023 Pit 15.1 Pls. 53:T, V; 67:G; 72:1; 79:M
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Figure 64. Area A, Phase 15 Potery. Scale 2:5
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Figure 65. Area A, Phase 16 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature Unit  Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowlle 04 7795 146 A04-07-033 Suprafloor 16.1 16 IVA Figs. 19-20
B Bowlllb 04 7795 146 A04-07-033 Suprafloor 16.1 16 IVA Figs. 19-20
C Bowl le 04 6554 100 A05-07-036 Floor 163 16 VA Figs. 19-20
D Jar3c 08 6554 100 A05-07-036 Floor 16.3 16 IVA Figs. 19-20
E — 08 11268 100 A04-07-061 Pebble Surface 16.1 16 IvA Figs. 19-20
F Jar 16¢c 04 6554 100 A05-07-036 Floor 16.3 16 IVA Figs. 19-20
G Jar 16¢c 04 11268 100 A04-07-061 Pebble Surface 16.1 16 IVA Figs. 19-20
H Jar 34b 09 11268 100 A04-07-061 Pebble Surface 16.1 16 IVA Figs. 19-20
I Jar 34b 09 6554 100 A05-07-036 Floor 163 16 IVA Figs. 19-20
J  Deco.402 05 7797 155 A04-07-035 Floor 16.1 16 VA Figs. 19-20

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Unit Ilustration:

A04:061 Pebble surface 16.1 Pl. 87:G
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Figure 66. Area A, Phase 17 Pottery. Scale 25

Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowlle 04 7730 129 A04-07-030 Suprafloor 17.1 17 IVA Fig. 21
B Bowlle 04 7691 125 A04-07-030 Suprafloor 17.1 17 VA Fig. 21
C Bowlle 04 7663 113 A04-07-027 Suprafloor — 17 VA Fig. 21
D Bowl8a 04 7691 125 A04-07-030 Suprafloor 17.1 17 VA Fig. 21
E Bowl5 04 7663 113 A04-07-027 Suprafloor — 17 IVA Fig. 21
F Unass 04 7662 110 A04-07-026 Suprafloor — 17 IVA Fig. 21
G Jar 4b 04 7691 125 A04-07-030 Suprafloor 17.1 17 IVA Fig. 21
H Deco. 402 05 7691 125 A04-07-030 Suprafloor 17.1 17 IVA Fig. 21
I Lid 09 7663 113 A04-07-027 Suprafloor — 17 VA Fig. 21
J  Jar 34b 09 7663 113 A04-07-027 Suprafloor _— 17 VA Fig. 21
K Jar 34b 09 7691 125 A04-07-030 . Suprafloor 17.1 17 IVA Fig. 21

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, sce:

Context Nature Unit Illustration:
A04:027 Exterior Suprafloor — Pl 58:E
A04:032 Exterior Surface and subfloor fill —_ Pl 88:K

/ N

11

24
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Figure 67. Area A, Phase 20 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature Unit  Ph Per. Plan
A Bowl le 04 16149 117 A02-0550/51-034 Floor 202 20 IVA Fig. 23
B Bowlle 04 00314 037 A02-0389-018 Floor 20.1 20 VA Fig. 23
C Bowl le 04 00281 036 A02-03-015 Suprafloor/fill 20.1 20 IVA Fig. 23
D Deco. 402 05 16105 229 A02-0513-035 Floor 201 20 VA Fig. 23
E Deco. 401 05 12799 107 A02-0552/53-033  Suprafloor 20.1 20 IVA Fig. 23
F Deco. 013 07 00281 036 A02-03-015 Suprafloor/fill  20.1 20 IVA  Fig. 23
G Deco. 023 04 00314 037 A02-0389-018 Floor 20.1 20 IVA Fig. 23
H Unass. 04 00129 031 A02-03-011 Floor 20.1 20 VA Fig. 23
I Jar 34¢ 09 16149 117 A02-0550/51-034  Floor 20.2 20 IVA Fig. 23
J  Jar3c 04 00129 031 A02-03-011 Floor 20.1 20 VA Fig. 23
K Bowl 8a 04 00281 036 A02-03-015 Suprafloor/fill 20.1 20 IVA Fig. 23
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Unit Illustration:

A01:028 Fill 20.4 Pls. 64:Q, R; 65:A, B; 83:F

A01:036 Fill 20.4 Pls. 60:E, 75:F

A02:024 Floor 20.1 PL 77:Q

A F
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Figure 68. Area A, Phase 21 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl 9b 04 12910 098 A01-05-016 Fill —_ 21 I Fig. 24
B Jar S5b 04 12892 081 A01-05-016 Fill —_ 21 I Fig. 24
C Bowl2 04 6571 173 D76-02-032 Pit —_ 21 I Fig. 24
D Bowl 5a 04 12892 081 A01-05-016 Fill —_ 21 m Fig. 24
E Bowll 04 6571 173 D76-02-032 Pit —_ 21 I Fig. 24
F Jar 11 04 12917 —  A01-0522/23-016 Fill — 21 I Fig. 24
G Jar9 04 6571 173 D76-02-032 Pit — 21 I Fig. 24
H Jar8 04 6571 173 D76-02-032 Pit —_ 21 I Fig. 24
I  Unass. 04 12892 081 AO01-05-016 Fill — 21 I Fig. 24
J  Jar 30 09 6571 173 D76-02-032 Pit — 21 I Fig. 24
K Deco. 401 05 12904 092 A01-05-016 Fill —_ 21 oI Fig. 24
L Jar 30 09 12892 081 AO01-05-016 Fill — 21 I Fig. 24
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:
Context Nature INustration: _
A01:015 Fill Pls. 98:1, 99:E, 100:1, 105:K, 108:G, 109:M, 126:B, 127:L, N
A01:016 Fill Pls. 98:A; 99:F, K; 102:K; 106:D; 107:0; 108:J; 112:F; 118:A; 125:E;
: 126:M; 127:F; 129:H; 136:B
A01:018 Fill Pls. 100:D, F; 107:C; 108:E; 109:F
A01:023 Fill Pl 105:P
A01:024/025 Pit Pls. 107:B, H; 109:G
A01:032 = D76:032/034/036/038 Pit Pls. 97:G. P, Q, U, X; 98:G; 99:S, U; 100:C; 104:A, D; 109:H; 110:E; 112:D,

H; 113:P; 118:C; 127:D; 135:E
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CHAPTER 2

AREA C01
by Leon Marfoe and Mary A. Evins

INTRODUCTION

The second principal sounding was intended to investigate the stratigraphy of the north mound of Kurban
Hoyiik. The deep sounding of this sector of the site was designated Area CO1. In order for its upper strata to tie
in to the horizontal exposures surrounding it, C01 was located within grid square C45 but was assigned a
distinct trench number which would identify it as a vertical excavation. The northeastern corner of the 10 x 10
meter square C01/C45 was the main north mound datum, Point B. To preserve the datum point, a one meter
strip across the top of the square was excluded from all excavation. Although surface cleaning of the full 10 x 9
meter area was initiated, excavation began only in the eastern half of the square. The topmost phase was
cleared over a 5 x 9 meter area. It soon became evident, however, that a 3 X 9 meter sounding was a more
realistic program. Therefore, Area CO1 came to be the deep 3 X 9 meter trench along the eastern edge of
square C45. The excavations took place in four consecutive seasons from 1980 to 1983. No work was carried
out in Area CO1 in 1984 and, consequently, exposure of the very lowest layers was confined to the northern 3 X
3 meter strip. As it turned out, the results from C01 proved to complement and supplement those from Area A,
since the sole stratigraphic evidence for two of the Kurban occupational periods—Period VII, the Middle
Chalcolithic period, and Period V, the early EB—was recovered only in Area CO1.

THE STRATIGRAPHY

In earlier reports, the phasing of the CO1 sequence followed the expedition’s standard procedure of
identifying each discrete change in floors or architecture as a different phase.! This method was adequate during
the time of the excavations. However, in the final phasing presented here, the phasing sequence is simplified
since major building phases can be recognized. Nevertheless, the use of the term building phase is purposefuily
omitted, partly to avoid confusion with the usage of that term for the horizontal areas of excavation at Kurban
Hoyiik and partly because there are phases in the CO1 sounding without substantial buildings in association.
Instead, the phases defined below now disregard very subtle changes in architecture or surfaces as criteria for
phasing and instead consider isolated features to be merely subphases of a phase. This more general “lumping”
procedure serves to underline the importance of datable deposits as a principal criterion for a phase. Unless the
areal exposure or the deposit itself is extremely limited, the minimum criteria for a phase designation are
either good floors or substantial changes in architecture. For convenience, the phases are discussed in this text
and are considered for purposes of artifact analysis in groups of phases, each essentially corresponding to a
building phase as is done in the horizontal terminology but each conceptualized here simply as a building
period.

Natural soil was reached at an elevation of about 86.70 meters, or 6.50 meters beneath the surface of the
mound at about 93.20 meters. This soil, a red-brown loam, is similar to that of Area A, but due to human
disturbance at the basal occupational stratum, the uppermost levels of natural soil were interleaved with thin

1. See, for example, Marfoe 1982.
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len'ses of ashy material. Thus, what was defined as the beginning of Phase 1 was a relatively extensive, but
thin, ash layer across the bottom of the probe.

PERIOD VII (MIDDLE CHALCOLITHIC)

PHASE 1: Plan (not applicable), Sections (figs. 93-95)

Within the 3 x 3 meter area of the deepest probe, Phase 1 was a 70-90 cm deposit, consisting of a thick
series of ashy silt lenses alternating between layers of orange-brown debris, presumably derived from mudbrick
decay, as it contained numerous straw impressions. The ash lenses may reflect consecutive surfaces, however
no clear occupational surface was found. Since at least three principal units of ash layers were identified (Loci
130, 128, 127), Phase 1 probably consisted of several subphases. Actual brick structures were not found, but
lumps of fallen brick were isolated in the northeastern and northwestern corners of the probe. A fairly dense
scatter of chipped stone, including small chips and flakes, was found in the latest ash unit (Locus 127).

Relevant Loci
Basal ash layer 131
Three superimposed groups of ash lenses 127, 128, 130 (096, mixture)
Brick fall - 132
Total Volume 490 m*

Comments: Locus. 131 is intermixed with natural soil. Locus 096 is a mixture of Loci 127, 128, and 130,
which seem to represent three subphases.

PERIOD VI (LATE CHALCOLITHIC)

PHASE 2: Plan (fig. 69), Sections (figs. 93-95), Ceramics (fig. 97)

The precise character of the transition between Phase 1 and the (possibly) significantly later deposits of
Phase 2 is unknown. Phase 2 consisted of roughly 80 cm of deposit above Phase 1, but only one clear
occupational surface (Loci 120, 129, and 201/202) and its associated features, located roughly midway between
the upper and lower boundaries of the entire deposit, could be traced across a 3 X 6 meter area of the trench.
This relatively continuous surface, however, appeared to be part of an outdoor area since no architectural
features were found, and the surface itself was identified by patches of cobble/pebble paving and scatters of
flat-lying sherds and other artifacts. Artifacts from the surface and from the associated deposit include bone,
shell, numerous beveled rim bowl fragments, a small cup (pl. 19:1), a copper pin (pl. 159:A), the head of a
terracotta “nail” (pl. 156:N), a spindle whorl (pl. 155:A), a bead (MRN 7278, not illustrated), and various
ground stone objects (pl. 165:M; MRNs 13700, 13701, and not illustrated). One pit, Locus 123, appears to have
been dug from the pottery (120) and pebble (129) surfaces.

The main surface of this phase may be correlated with the longer Area A Late Chalcolithic sequence and
may be assigned to Period VIA on the basis of the associated ceramic assemblage. A second pit, Locus 203,
also datable to the Late Chalcolithic period, is more problematic. Located in the northeastern corner of the
trench, halfway in the east balk, Locus 203 was a large bell-shaped pit, which was approximately 2.20 meters
in diameter at its widest circumference near its base, perhaps 70 cm diameter at the mouth, and cut to a depth
of about 1.70 meters into Phase 1 layers and natural soil. The pit, the bottom 30 cm of which were heavily
lensed with ash, was filled with pottery, bone, some chipped stone, and fragments of brick. The pottery within
the pit, however, belonged entirely to the straw/chaff-tempered component of the Late Chalcolithic
assemblage, suggesting a Period VIB dating (for details, see p. 140). This dating raises problems because the
layer from which the pit was cut appears in section to be close to the VIA pebble surface (but not initially
recognized at this level). The probability remains that Pit 203 was cut from an unrecognized surface just
beneath the Locus 129 pebble surface (the hazy transition layer between Phases 1 and 2). Thas, one is left with
two possible interpretations: one is of a stratigraphically related Period VIA pit with functionally distinct
ceramics and the other is of a Period VIB pit cut from an unrecognized layer. Although the first interpretation is
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possible, the second is also possible because the sub-“floor” layer beneath the defined Period VIA surface did
yield a quantity of small chipped stone debris in one location, which may possibly have come from an
unrecognized surface.

Relevant Loci

Pottery, pebble, and related surface; 120, 129, 201/202 1.30, 0.30, 1.20 m3
with suprafloor

Suprafloor and subfloor deposits 118/121/122 3.70 m3

Suprafloor deposit 119 2.00 m3

Pit 123 0.70 m3

Other Loci: ‘
VIA or possible VIB pit 203 0.20 m3
Mixed loci, Phase 1-2 range 095, 126

Comments: Loci 120, 129, and 201/202 all contain suprafloor deposit. Loci 118, 121, and 122 contain
material both above and beneath the main surface.

PERIOD V (EARLY EB)

The main accumulation of deposits on the north mound is clearly derived from the occupational phases of
the early EB period, which accounts for about three meters of the overall 6.50 meters of depth. At least three
main subperiods of construction can be discerned.

PHASE 3: Plan (fig. 70), Sections (figs. 93-96), Architectural Photographs (figs. 83, 84), Ceramics (fig. 98)

The several subphases of Phase 3 formed a thick deposit of about 80 cm. The earliest subphase, which
sealed the Phase 2 deposits across the entire 3 X 9 meter area, was a thin ash layer (Loci 117/198) that
conveniently separated the Late Chalcolithic (Period VIA) layers from the early EB (Period V) and which
suggests some discontinuity in the use if not in the occupation of the north mound of Kurban Hoyiik. The
foundations of the Phase 3 structures were built directly over this ash layer (117/198), which apparenty served
as the surface of the earliest room constructed (3.1). The stratigraphic discontinuity between Phase 3 and Phase
2 is plainly evident in the very fact of construction, since the well-built structures erected here in Phase 3 were
in sharp contrast to the apparently open work area of the previous phase.

The new structures of Phase 3 formed two adjoining rooms built along a roughly NNW-SSE axis. The
northern room (3.1) is defined by its southern (Locus 112) and eastern (Locus 115) walls, both of which were
about 40 cm in width. The excavated dimensions of the room were about 3.50 meters east-west, and at least
2.50 meters north-south. The foundations of Loci 112 and 115 consisted of a single course of roughly squared-off
limestone slabs, about 10-50 cm high. The superstructure of the walls was fragmentary, but in several locations
mudbrick was preserved to a height of 40 cm. Here and there, isolated bricks in the shape of a square slab
could be identified. In the comer of Room 3.1, at the intersection of the two walls, lay an oval structure (Locus
113) tentatively identified as an oven. The structure had a curved basin-like plaster-lined base, the perimeter of
which was rimmed by mudbrick, each brick 20 x 12 cm and preserved to a height of 10 cm. Within the basin
(113) itself, there were successive thick layers of a black, sandy ash. Almost no artifacts were found within the
basin. Although the north end of the basin had been destroyed by a later pit (Locus 093), at least two meters of
its north-south length and 1.90 meters of its east-west width were preserved.

The adjoining southem room (3.2) was separated from the north room (3.1) by the south wall (112) of the
northern room. At some point, this wall (112) was widened into a double wall (also designated Locus 112),
which measured 1.40 meters in total width. The wider wall, which was created by the addition of a set of
foundations parallel and similar to the first, to form two outer facing rows of stone blocks, had a stone rubble
and brick filler between the two rows of foundation stones. The modification of the wall (112) on its south side
evidently sealed part of an earlier floor of the south Room 3.2 (no locus number, but see packed-earth and ash
lenses extending up against the southern edge of the 40 cm-wide, earlier subphase of Wall 112 in the C01 west
section, fig. 94). The remainder of Room 3.2 is defined by a western wall (Locus 190) and a southern wall
(Locus 193) to form an almost square interior (as visible within the areal limitations of the C0O1 sounding),
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2.80 meters north-south by at least three meters east-west. Both of these walls were of the same dimensions as
those of the north room, but the foundations were built of a single course of more irregular limestone blocks. On
both walls mudbrick survived to a height of 30 cm. The main floor between the walls (Locus 188) was of
tamped earth with an ashy surface, which was laid up to the mudbrick of the three surrounding walls. At least
two subphases of its use were discerned, as evidenced by the reused surfaces of Floor 188 (see CO1 east
section, fig. 93). At the west end of the room, a pit (1.10 meters in diameter and 45 cm deep) had been dug
(Locus 196) which was used with at least the uppermost of the 188 surfaces and perhaps as part of the original
floor. Among the artifacts in the pit fill was a fine polished bone pin with a spoon-shaped head (pl. 162:D).
The ash, burned chaff, and charcoal at the bottom of the pit suggest that it may have been used as a hearth,
Next to the pit was a complete platter (pl. 46:J). A thin partition wall (Locus 197) built against the west wall
(190) and perpendicular to it suggests another room lay to the west, as does the gray plaster flooring visible in
the CO1 west section (fig. 94). And to the south, a pebbly compact surface (Locus 195) overlain with a scatter
of flattened plain simple ware body sherds appears to represent an exterior area (3.3).

As suggested by the modifications in the partition wall between the northern and southern rooms, Phase 3
in fact consists of a substantial architectural complex represented by several subphases, each reflecting minor
structural changes. The latest subphase can be seen in another modification to Wall 112, a sceming setting
back of the northern face of the wall (facing Room 3.1). As seen in the CO1 west section (fig. 94), the
mudbrick on the northern face of the wall was certainly reworked in some fashion; Basin 113 appears to have
fallen into disuse and to have been covered by fall, and an ash surface (Locus 110) sealing the entire lower
deposit of Room 3.1 extends up to Wall 112 and is the uppermost surface associated wiih Phase 3 walls.

The very earliest subphase of Phase 3 can be identified, not only in the basal ash layer 117/198 which
sealed the Late Chalcolithic strata, but also by a smali pit (Locus 200), 75 cm in diameter and 40 cm in depth,
over which Wall 112 was later built, and by a small L-shaped stone feature (Locus 199), probably originally a
U-shaped firepit which was cut by a later pit (196) associated with the main floor (188) of the south Room 3.2.

In short, four subphases of Phase 3 can be defined: 1) the basal ashy transition surface preceding the main
structures; 2) initial construction of the north room and the earliest use of the area south of Wall 112; 3)
widening of the partition wall toward the south and the building of the south room; and 4) modification of the
structures in the north room,

Relevant Loci
Subphase 1
Basal transition ash layer 117 = 198 : 2.90 m3
L-shaped stone feature 199 0.20 m?
Pit 200 0.10 m3
Subphases 24
North Room 3.1
Walls 112 {3 subphases], 115 0.60 m?
Oven, floor 113 0.40 m3
Floor and fall deposits 111, 110, 108/094 2.10 m3
South Room 3.2
Walls 112 = 116, 190, 193 0.50 m3
Floor, suprafloor 188 [2 subphases) 1.70 m3
Pit 196 0.10 m3
Offset partition wall 197
South exterior surface 3.3 and suprafloor 195 0.70 m3

Comments: Locus 198 is the southern continuation of the Locus 117 basal ash but Locus 198 also includes
the suprafloor deposit above the 198 ash layer. Locus 116 is a small area of wall fill between the northern and
southern faces of Wall 112, given a separate locus number before the full width of Wall 112 was realized.

PHASES 4, 5: Plans (figs. 71, 72), Sections (figs. 93-96), Ceramics (fig. 99)

The evidence for Phase 4 is meager, perhaps averaging 20 cm in depth, and its features appear to be a
sharp departure from the well-built structures of Phase 3. Indeed, sufficient evidence exists to indicate that
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Phase 4 forms the transition to another period of major building construction, to which it bears a stronger
architectural and ceramic resemblance than to its predecessor.

The principal evidence for this continuity with later phases is seen in the southwestern corner of the trench.
Here, a segment of a large mudbrick wall (Locus 194) crossing obliquely in a northwest-southeast direction was
encountered. One meter of the width of the wall was exposed in the trench, but due to the continued use of the
wall in successive phases and to mudbrick additions in the later phases, the preserved height of the wall
autributable to Phase 4 is uncertain. Individual bricks were poorly defined horizontally but could be seen clearly
in section, where they appeared to be the square slab characteristic of this period and orange in color. The wall
was not built on stone foundations, but was cut directly into the soil for a depth of 3040 cm.

Roughly perpendicular to Wall 194, again encountered in cross-section, is a segment of another mudbrick
wall (Locus 204), of which less than 20 cm of its width protruded into the southeastern corner of the trench.
Like the southwestern wall (194), the southeastern wall too was built without stone foundations and appears to
have been cut about 50 cm beneath the surrounding surface. A fairly thick layer of ashy material (Locus 191)
was found within the “comer” formed by the presumed intersection between the two walls and across the
southernmost sector of the trench,

The northern half of Phase 4 is less clear due to the leveling operations of the subsequent phase. But the
remains of two structures can be discerned. To the west, the remains of a wall stub (Locus 104) oriented east-
west across the trench were found. Only the stone foundations were preserved, and these indicate that the wall
may have attained a width of over 1.20 meters. The foundations were irregular, composed of limestone blocks
of various sizes, and partly overlain by one very large slab. Only about one meter of the length of the wall was
visible inside the exposure. Its east end was abruptly truncated in a rough line, presumably to allow for a one
meter passageway to-the east of the wall stub. Fragments of another structure were found on the east side of
the trench. Although fragmentary, this eastern structure (also termed Locus 104) appeared to be an L-shaped
segment of a wall, with its corner opposite western wall stub 104 and the passageway. The base of the L,
which extended in a north-south direction, was truncated by a slightly later pit from Phase 5, Locus 183. All
that was preserved of Wall 104 east were the stone foundations, formed of irregularly-laid limestone blocks
with a width of no more than 30 cm and a height of only one course. The walls appear to have been in
association with surface 101, which was contiguous to ash layer 191 in the southern sector of the trench.

Phase 5 is grouped with Phase 4 because the features identified with this phase appear to represent a
minor reuse of the same sector of the site, but with clear stratigraphic differences. The principal continuity with
the previous phase is the reuse of the large mudbrick wall in the southwestern corner of the exposure
(excavated in Phase 5 as Locus 187) and use of compacted Phase 4 room fall and fill (upper 101) as an outside
surface in Phase S. However, the other features from Phase 4 were no longer in use. Instead there is evidence
that the walls of 104 were leveled, the entire area north of Wall 187 was filled over by ashy, bricky, brown-
gray room decay (101), and that three pits were dug in the open area—two of the pits quite sizable.

The largest pit, Locus 093, was located north of wall foundations 104 west and 104 east. The possibility
may not be discounted that Pit 093 was dug as early as Phase 4. However, use of such a large pit in such close
proximity to Wall 104 west is unlikely. More realistically 093 was associated with Pits 183 and 189 and with
the use of the outside open surface defined by compacted Phase 4 decay (101). Only the southeastern quadrant
of the roughly elliptical pit was located in the trench, but the visible shape suggests that the pit was at least
three meters in diameter, and it was about 1.70 meters in depth. Filled with ceramics and other debris, 093 was
composed of extremely soft yellow-gray ashy soil in at least four main layers. The second pit, Locus 183, was a
wide (1.70 meters) and deep (about 1.20 meters) pit that cut into and truncated the L-shaped wall of Phase 4.
The base and lower face of the pit were plaster lined. This pit too was filled with artifacts and soft ash, and
was topped with bricky wash. Among the artifacts were two bone awls (pls. 162:1, 163:AA). To the south of
this second pit was a smaller rectangular pit, Locus 189, about 95 x 80 cm and 50 cm deep. The bottom of the
pit was layered with ash, and above this was also a fill of decayed brick-like material.

Finally, to the south of the pits was a roughly circular stone feature (Locus 186), the function of which is
uncertain because of the incorporation of this feature into walls (179 and 185) of a later phase. Only one half of
the stone feature was visible in the trench, but it was sufficient to indicate that 186 may originally have had a
diameter of over 2.40 meters. The base of the feature was formed by a single paved layer of relatively small
tabular stones, over which was built a rim consisting of a single course of limestone blocks, roughly defining a
circular perimeter. The interior of this perimeter was filled with smaller rocks and cobbles. It is possible that
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the original purpose of the structure was to serve as a silo base. However, any superstructure that might have
existed was destroyed by the incorporation of the base into Phase 6 Walls 179 and 185 and by sealing floor
level 175 east. ‘

In short, the features that can be assigned to Phase 5 identify this area as an unroofed work area adjacent
to southwestern Wall 187.

Relevant Loci
Phase 4
Southwest wall 194 0.30 m?
Southeast wall 204 0.10 m?
Ash layer 191 0.80 m?
West wall stub
Foundations 104 west
Superstructure 102
L-shaped wall 104 east
Floor, suprafloor 101 2.20 m3
Phase 5
Southwest wall 187 (= 194)
Compacted Phase 4 decay used as outside surface 101
Northwest pit 093 2.30 m?
Circular pit 183 = 136 1.70 m?
Rectangular hearth/pit ‘ 189 0.40 m?
Circular stone feature 186 0.30 m?

Comments: Locus 187 represents the upper courses of Wall 194 but also includes material in front of the
wall. Locus 136 was an early designation given to the pit later excavated as Locus 183.

PHASES 6, 7: Plans (figs. 73, 74), Sections (figs. 93-96), Architectural Photographs (figs. 85, 86), Ceramics
(fig. 100)

The next two occupational phases indicate that the unroofed area was reorganized in a substantial way.
Again, the principal evidence for a continuity in settlement was the reuse of the southwestern wall (here, Locus
182). The segment of the wall exposed particularly in Phase 7 may indicate a slight shift eastwards in the
orientation of the wall, but the limited exposure and the tilt of the brick fall make any precise determination
impossible.

The remaining area excavated in the trench was substantially different. The southern half of the exposure
now seems to have been a roofed area. In the southeastern quadrant, two sets of walls appear to define two
rooms. Room 6.1, in the southeastern corner, was barely exposed in the trench. It was formed by the
intersection of two Walls, 185 and 179. Wall 185, orientated east-west, incorporated into its foundations some
of the stones of the Phase 5 circular structure, Locus 186, suggesting that feature 186 may have been more
closely related to the architecture of Phase 6 than indicated by its phasing. Wall 185 had a brick superstructure
40 cm and one course wide, preserved to a height of about 75 cm (about eight courses) above floor level. The
intersecting wall, Locus 179, was aligned north-south. Its foundations were composed of two courses of irregular
limestone blocks, 60 cm in width, seemingly dug through layer 101 of Phase 5 and resting on ash 191 of Phase
4. The upper course of foundations lay above floor level, Wall 179 was rebuilt, with an additional course of
foundation stones, in Phase 7, so the width of the Phase 6 superstructure, at least 50 cm, survived only in
section. Between Walls 185 and 179, Room 6.1 is indicated in section by a connecting plaster floor (no locus
number; see CO1 east and south sections, figs. 93, 96).

* The architectural tradition of laying stone foundations above floor level, as was the case for Wall 179, was
begun at Kurban Hoyiik with the first architectural installations of the early EB (Walls 112 and 115 of Phase
3). This building technique continued throughout Period V and into Periods IV and III, when it became the most
common construction method.

Adjoining the southeastern room was Room 6.2, The northern and western boundaries of this room were
defined by two intersecting walls. The north wall {Locus 176) was about 30 ¢cm wide and was preserved to a



oi.uchicago.edu

AREA (01 125

height of one meter, with irregular, low, stone foundations. The west wall (Locus 184) was about 40 cm in
width, and only its northern end was founded on stone. Wall 184, aligned north-south, was oriented roughly in
the direction of Wall 179, although the two walls were clumsily positioned. Stones and cobbles between 184
and 179 suggest a passageway existed between Area 6.2 and Area 6.3 to the west. Room 6.2, thus defined,
had a length of about 2.50 meters (north-south) and an exposed minimum width of 1.60 meters (east-west).
The interior floor consisted of two principal superimposed surfaces (Locus 175 east). The lower surface was
composed of a 15-20 cm thick packing of pebbles and cobbles interspersed with a dense scatter of pottery,
some bone, and ground stone, which encompassed the area within the surrounding walls.

To the west of Rooms 6.1 and 6.2, adjacent to the southwestern wall (182), was located plaster Floor 180
composed of a series of thin replasterings accumulating to a thickness of 10-15 cm (Area 6.3). A bone pin and
a bone awl were found on the floor (pl. 162:E, H). To the north of this floor and the rooms was a large open
outside area characterized by a broad deposit of ash which sloped towards the northwest following the
depression left by subsiding ashy deposits in the large pit, Locus 093, of Phase 5. Apparently, this Area, 6.4,
continued to be used as a refuse dump, a tradition established already in the previous phase.

Phase 7 constitutes further modifications of the basic plan seen in Phase 6. These changes occur in all
sectors of the trench. Affecting both Rooms 7.1 and 7.2, Wall 179 was substantially rebuilt. Large, irregularly-
set limestone blocks (80-90 cm wide), interlaid with mudbrick and rubble fill, were placed above the 179
foundations of Phase 6. The new 179 foundations were capped by 40 cm of undifferentiated mudbrick, as
preserved, 80 cm in width. The rebuilding of the wall made it wider, moved it a bit to the west of its original
foundations, and realigned it, at an angle slightly more to the west. The new orientation created a more exact
alignment of Wall 179 with Wall 184, immediately to the north. The passageway between the two walls in
Phase 6 looks more like a proper doorway in Phase 7, also suggested by a large flat-lying slab of limestone
between the two walls in Phase 7.

A second modification in Phase 7 was the addition of a thin mudbrick wall (Locus 181) directly adjacent to
Wall 179 and perpendicular to the east-west wall (185) forming the northern boundary of Room 7.1. Composed
solely of mudbrick, Wall 181 was preserved to a rough height of 95 cm (possibly fourteen courses) and had a
width of about 35 cm (one course). Wall 181, creating a double wall with Wall 179, was built directly over the
plaster floor of Room 6.1. The building of a double wall does not seem to reflect a change in architectural
tradition but may indicate a change in ownership of Room 7.1.

Another change in Phase 7 was the widening of east-west Wall 176 of Room 7.2, An addition to the wall,
about 30 cm wide, was built onto the south face of 176. One course of small foundation stones was laid and
topped by mudbrick, of which 70 cm was preserved, and against which extended upper Floor 175 east. Unlike
the dense pebbles and cobbles of lower 175 east, the upper floor surface was composed of a compact clayey soil
interspersed with some pebbles and numerous artifacts. One artifact of special interest was a square, lightly-
fired, brick-like artifact with channels grooved into its outer sides and a perforation through its center, lying on
the floor in the northeast of Room 7.2 (pl. 158:G; see fig. 74). Distinctive plaque-shaped artifacts, such as this
one, were found throughout the early EB levels of CO1. Also in the north of the room was a small oval ash-
filled pit (Locus 178), 60 x 80 cm, with hard clay surfaces which sloped down to a central 20 cm deecp
depression. ‘

To the west of Rooms 7.1 and 7.2 was another series of plaster floors and compacted buildup (Locus 175
west), which immediately overlay the 180 plaster floors of Phase 6 (Area 7.3).

The plaster of Floor 175 west graded into a plaster (Locus 135) and cobble (Locus 088) surface
immediately north of Wall 176. On this surface was found a shallow limestone-edged plaster and clay basin,
Locus 172, which was filled with ash and may represent a hearth. Its diameter was 70 x 80 cm. Lying on its
northwestern perimeter was a bent copper pin (pl. 159:C). Although the uppermost level of 135/088 was largely
plastered, deeper-lying 088 cobbles covered most of the eastern and northern portions of the trench. In the
northeastern Area 088 was intermixed with a number of large limestone boulders on which was built a massive
mudbrick structure, perhaps a wall positioned east-west (Loci 082/083). The wall was some 1.80 meters wide
and had distinctive orange-yellow bricks standing as high as 90 cm, perhaps fifteen courses. It is not clear how
far west into the trench the wall extended, but to judge from the foundation stones, which barely protrude
beyond the eastern section, only the western butt end of 082/083 lay in the trench.



oi.uchicago.edu

126 TOWN AND COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTERN ANATOLIA

The 088 cobble surface extended for about one meter west of the balk and the stone foundations (Locus
086) of the 082/083 Wall. At that point, the 088 surface thinned out and graded into an area of outdoor refuse
(Loci 090/091), which followed the same use of the northwestern section of the trench as in previous phases.

Relevant Loci

Phase 6
Southeast Room 6.1

West wall, with plaster floor 179 0.40 m3
North wall 185
North Room 6.2
West wall 184 0.20 m3
North wall 176
Pebble floor lower 175 east 0.40 m? -
Southwest Area 6.3
Wall and fall 182 (= 187 = 194) 1.10 m?
Plaster floor 180 0.30 m3
North open Area 6.4
Ash layer and pit fill 089/092 2.10 m3
Phase 7
Southeast Room 7.1
West wall 179
Eastern addition to west wall 181 =192
North wall 185
North Room 7.2
West wall 184
Widened north wall 176
Pebble and clay floor, fall over floor upper 175 east :
Oval pit 178 0.10 m3
Southwest Area 7.3
Wall and fall 182 (= 187 = 194)
Plaster floor 175 west 0.90 m?
North Area 7.4
Cobble, plaster surfaces 088, 135 0.8, 1.50 m?
Hearth 172 0.10 m?
Pit fill 090/091 0.60 m3
Stone wall foundations 086 0.20 m?
Mudbrick wall 082/083/085 east

Comments: Floors 175 east and west were excavated as a unit and cannot be as finely divided as
suggested by the discussion. Locus 182 represents upper courses of mudbrick of the wall excavated as Loci 187
and 194 in Phases 5 and 4, as well as the deposit in front of the wall. The mudbrick of Wall 181 was removed
as two locus units, 181 and 192. Locus 135 includes a plaster floor and fall over the floor.

PHASES 8-10: Plans (figs. 75, 76), Sections (figs. 93-96), Architectural Photographs (figs. 87-89), Ceramics
(figs. 101-103)

The difficulties in disentangling the subphases in the construction and deposition of Phases 6, 7, and
particularly the latter, contribute to the interpretive ambiguity surrounding the change from Phases 6 and 7
features to the structures of Phases 8, 9, and 10. The relatively good preservation of some of the walls
persisting through both Phases 6 and 7, however, suggests that the area remained unused for at least a short
period of time. Phases 8-10 mark a significant reorganization of the area.
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Nevertheless, the first steps in this change are as poorly understood as the end of the preceding structures.
Phase 8 is essentially identified by stratigraphic layers that precede Phases 9 and 10, What apparently connects
these layers with the more significant features of the later phases is the conversion of this sector of the mound
to an open area, which in Phases 9 and 10 is probably associated with a neighboring kiln or oven activity area
just outside the. excavated confines of Trench CO1. The ashy wastes from (suggested) Phases 9 and 10 kiln
activity extend over most of the northern half of the trench and overlie substantial deposits (about 80 cm on the
west side of the exposure) of wall collapse and architectural decay sealing Phase 7 and defining Phase 8.

The stratigraphic problem faced in the Phase 8 transition period was essentially that of separating the
highly variable fall and fill of Phase 8 from the actual architectural installations and open spaces, particularly
in the northern Area 7.4, of Phase 7. Major mudbrick melt and wash northward from Wall 182 and west and
north from Wall 082/083/085 are the main components of Phase 8. And in the southwestern corner of the trench
are fragments of a plastered floor (Locus 168) disrupted from its associated walls, which must have been pitted
out by the construction of Phase 9 walls built along a similar alignment. Also in the south, an oven or hearth
area lies immediately beneath Oven 169 of Phases 9-10 (see CO01 east section, fig. 93) suggesting continuity
between Phase 8 and Phases 9-10 in the use of this southernmost area of the exposure.

Phases 9 and 10 constitute the final occupation of the early EB and are far more coherent. They represent
only minor changes in a single plan. In the southern part of the trench, a small portion of a well-preserved room
lay next to an oval oven. The room (9.1-10.1) is defined by two mudbrick walls, an east-west wall forming the
north border (Locus 170) and a north-south oriented wall forming the east border (Locus 165). The excavated
room interior had maximum dimensions of 1.90 meters (east-west) and 2.70 meters (north-south) and was
surfaced in Phase 9 by a about 25 ¢cm series of smooth, ashy floors (Locus 164) lying directly over the plaster
floor of Phase 8§ (168). A limestone spindle whorl (pl. 165:L) and a “cyma-recta” cup (MRN 9235, not
illustrated) were found on the floor. An approximately 60 cm deep ash pit (Locus 177), dug into the floor, lay
partially in the western balk. The oblong pit had excavated dimensions of 1 m X 90 cm. The foundations of
Walls 170 and 165 were formed by a single course of rough limestones, approximately two courses and 60 cm
wide. The mudbrick capping the foundations was preserved to a height of over 35 cm, and was apparently one
and a half courses wide. The courses were laid so that on the north wall, the interior course was composed of
flat, squarish bricks while the exterior course consisted of half-sized bricks laid on end. This pattern was
reversed on the east wall, with the interior course made of half-bricks and the exterior course of full, flat,
almost-square bricks. As noted above, it is possible that the plaster floor of Phase 8, which extended under the
east Wall 165, was at one time connected to an earlier but similar wall and was later destroyed by the Phase
9-10 walls and pits.'

Attached to the Phase 9 east wall was an oval oven made of clay, burnt red by firing (Locus 169).
Preserved to about 30 cm interior, 50 cm exterior, about the same height as the adjacent room walls, to which
it was obviously related, the oven walls rose from a wide base and tapered toward the top, to form a (now
destroyed) roughly dome-shaped profile. The base of the walls varied from 25 to 40 cm in thickness, and the
preserved tops of the walls from 20 to 30 cm. Only the north-south length of the oven could be measured (about
1.70 meters interior), but the east-west width could be estimated to be at least 1.10 meters (interior), of which
about 80 cm protruded into the exposed area. The inside of the oven was filled with ash, where a “cyma-recta”
cup was found (pl. 146:D).

The northern sector of the trench was filled with a thick (about 80 cm) deposit of ash (Loci 074/078) and
was apparently part of a large ash dump area. The soft black silty ash fill was interspersed with lenses of soil,
lumps of brick, and other materials. The area was particularly rich in a variety of finds, including charcoal,
bone, worked bone, some chipped and ground stone, fragments of perforated and channeled bricks, and lumps
of vitrified kiln material. A copper pin (pl. 159:B) was also recovered. Unusually high densities of pottery were
found, a large proportion of which (in fact, two thirds by count of all sherds collected in selected FCN groups of
Loci 074 and 078) were “cyma-recta” cups, some complete or almost completely preserved (e.g., MRN 3136,
not illustrated) and others clearly kiln wasters. It is evident, therefore, that this work area derived much of its
debris from major, nearby kilns or ovens, unexcavated.

In the northwestern and northeastern corners of the trench, plaster-lined refuse pits (Loci 133, 134) had
been dug into the brick decay of Phase 8 and had been filled with the ashy fiil of 074/078, probably in an early
subphase of Phase 9. After the pits were filled completely, the entire outside area of 9.2 apparently became an
ash dump. Note that Pits 133 and 134 were not excavated as such, however they appear to be stratigraphically
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associated with the Phase 9 ashy layers. Understanding of the apparent pitting into Phase 8 is limited by the
unresolved questions surrounding the stratigraphy of Phases 7 and 8 in the northern area of the trench.

A significant portion of the center of the trench had been disturbed by the foundations of the Period IV mid-
late EB walls and by other pits dug near the end of early EB. Located in this disturbed area was a semicircular
stone structure (Locus 163) lying roughly at the elevation of the base of the stone foundations of Wall 170, with
its basal level as low in depth as Phase 8 and perhaps in use at that time. The feature, made of flat-lying
limestone slabs and huge river cobbles, may have served as the base for a structure of unknown function in
Phases 9 and 8§ or it may, more likely, have been the bottommost stones of the massive foundations for the
mid-late EB east-west Walls 066/144. The case for the latter usage of these stones is based on the fact that the
066/144 wall foundations, at first linear, extending into both the east and west balks, took on a more humped
shape and lost their eastern and western stones as the courses proceeded down. The course just above 163
(Locus 160) was roughly similar in shape to 163 and lay immediately on top of it, separated by only a thin soil
matrix. _

The final early EB occupation, Phase 10, was clearly a reuse of both the southern room (10.1) and the
outdoor work sector (10.2). In the southern room, Walls 170 and 165 and Oven 169 were still in use. Within the
room another pit (Locus 152) had been dug into the floor and the room was overlain with a thin, white plaster
floor (Locus 145), imperfectly preserved, perhaps altered by the final collapse of the room walls which sealed
the floor surface. On the uppermost plaster floor lay a dense cache of bones (principally from cattle). Also
found within Room 10.1 were a perforated mudbrick with channeled sides (MRN 8502; see fig. 76 for location)
and fragments of two clay jar stoppers (pl. 167:D, E). Outside the room another series of ashy surfaces (Locus
072 west), virtually indistinguishable from the lower layers (074/078), covered much of the remainder of the
exposure (except where disturbed by later pitting). In the northern third of the trench, another and different kind
of oven was built (Locus 068). This was a large rectangular basin with rounded comers and an interior shaped
in the form of a shallow basin. The higher edges of this basin were rimmed with a single, narrow course of
bricks. The interior was then layered with a hard brown clay, which in turn was sealed by a plastered surface
(Locus 067) extending up to the brick. In the center of the basin, there was an amorphous group of rocks,
among which were some pottery sherds. The width of the rectangle was about 1.60 meters, but the length was
uncertain, since the southern portion had been cut by the foundations of east-west Period IV Wall 066/144, The
preserved length however, was at least 3.80 meters.
~ The precise function of the “oven” is unknown. In form if not function, the basin bears a resemblance to the
basin found in the north Room 3.1 of Phase 3 (also early EB, but with slightly smaller dimensions) and to a
similar but smaller basin found in Phase 13 (mid-late EB, Period IVB) in Area A (see p. 39 and fig. 16). The
plaster itself was sealed by a layer of red brick material which may be the collapse of an upper structure. On
the north rim of the basin was found a “Canaanean” blade (pl. 165:BB). The surfaces outside the basin were
the final lenses of the thick ash also associated with Phase 9 (Locus 072 west) and a thin plastered surface
(Locus 072 east). On these surfaces, a small limestone bead (pl. 165:D), a terracotta “nail” (pl. 156:0),
several examples of “cyma-recta” cups, bone, and worked shell were found. In the northeast corner of the
exposure, a small stub of a mudbrick wall (Locus 071) extended into the trench, oriented in a north-south
direction (but not visible in CO1 north section). Only 90 cm (four courses) long and 20 cm (2 courses) wide, the
wall was built without stone foundations.

It is possible that a later subphase of this occupation persisted in the area after the room, oven, and
northern basin were no longer in use. Just north of Oven 169 a small ephemeral patch of a pebble surface
(Locus 156) was found on the eastern side of the trench. It was apparently in use with the final stages of the
oven, or possibly later. However, the actual association of Locus 156 to known features is problematic. If the
postulated late subphase existed, almost all of its features were lost in the complete restructuring of the area
during the construction programs of the mid-late EB. Indeed, even though it is assumed that a significant hiatus
existed at the end of the early EB occupation, no appreciable amount of accumulated decay was found due to
the leveling off required by the mid-late EB structures.

Relevant Loci

Phase 8
Initial buildup west of 082 Wall 087 0.30 m3



oi.uchicago.edu

AREA C01 129
Collapse and decay of 082 Wall 082/083/085 west, 079 2.50 m?
Fall and decay 171 = 173/174 8.60 m?
Southwest plaster floor 168 1.60 m3

Comments. Locus 079 is a thin transition layer of intermixed Locus 082 mudbrick decay and Phase 9 Locus
078 ash. FCNs excavated as the suprafloor of Locus 168 include ash layers of Phase 9 Locus 164.

Phase 9

South Room 9.1
North wall ' 170
East wall 165
Ashy floor, suprafloor 164, 162 1.30 m?
Pit 177 0.20 m3
Oven » 169
East of Wall 165, brick collapse of Wall 166 0.30 m?
165 and Oven 169

North Area 9.2
Fall and fill immediately north of Wall 170 167 0.90 m?
Stone feature(?) 163 0.50 m?
Ashy lenses and surfaces 074/078, 084 6.70 m3
Pits 133, 134

Comments: Locus 162, lying just over Floor 164, also includes mudbrick of Wall 165 and Oven 169, as
excavated. Much of the ash of Locus 164 was excavated as Locus 168, defined in the field as material over the
168 plaster floor. The south room and oven continue into Phase 10, and associated Loci 166 and 167 also can
be ascribed to that phase. Locus 167 is a very mixed locus, which includes material slightly earlier than Phase
9. Stone feature 163 should perhaps better be considered with Wall 066/144 of Phases 11-14,

Phase 10

South Room 10.1
North wall 170
East wall 165
Plaster floor and suprafloor, pit 145, 152 0.70 m3
Oven 169

North Area 10.2
Rectangular basin/oven 067/068 1.30 m?
Ashy surface, plaster surface 072 west = 155, 072 east 0.70 m?
North-south wall stub 071 0.10 m3
Late subphase
East pebble surface, subfloor 156, 161 0.20 m?

Comments: Area 10.2 plaster surface (072 east) and ashy surface (072 west) were assigned the same locus
number during excavation but were differentiated by distinct FCN designations. The plaster of the 067 Basin
sometimes integrated with the plaster of the 072 east surface, particularly in the southeastern corner of the
basin.

PERIOD V-PERIOD IVB

Above the approximately three meters of early EB occupation lie 1.60-1.90 meters of deposit datable in
terms of the longer Area A step trench sequence to the mid-late EB. However, due to the substantial building
activity of the later period, the interface between the early EB and the mid-late EB zones of occupation is not
completely clear, at least with respect to the differentiation between the accumulated deposit over the Period V
structures versus disturbances brought about by the clearance of the area in CO1 in preparation for the Period IV
construction program. The disturbed layers, which have an average thickness of about 2040 cm, have been
combined for convenience. For the most part, the actual date of deposition of the layers is unknown although
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their contents mostly date to Period V. One pit (Locus 159) is of particular significance because it yielded a
scal impression (pl. 167:G), presumably Period V in date.

Relevant Loci
South
Collapse of 9.1-10.1 walls and oven 150, 154, 158
Center
Probe ‘ 157
Pit 159
North
Collapse of 10.2 structures and fill beneath 11.1 Floor 153 = 062/063

PERIOD IVB (MID-LATE EB)

Above the Period V-IVB mixed layers, the mid-late EB deposits in Area C01 can be divided into two
major periods of construction, each with several phases of more localized and minor modifications. In addition
to Period IVB, a third and final occupation is found just beneath topsoil and is perhaps datable to Period III.

The two major building periods of the mid-late EB in Area C01 are characterized and distinguished by two
consecutive large wall systems, forming part of the large architectural complex exposed all across the north
mound in wider Area C (fig. 121). The two major (superimposed) CO1 wall systems appear to correspond
closely to the two main architectural subdivisions that are observed for the Period IVB remains in Areas A and
F. Several lines of evidence tie the resettlement of the north mound to the middle Period (IVB) of the longer
mid-late EB sequence in the Area A step trench. A fundamental consideration is that the ceramic assemblage
from CO1 Phases 11-15 does not correlate to the assemblage from Period IVC levels in the Area A step trench
and in Area F, but is similar to the assemblages from both Periods IVB (in Area A) and IVA (in both Areas A
and B), and therefore should be dated to one or both of the later subperiods (for details, see pp. 37f. and
1891f.). The rationale for placing CO1 specifically with Period IVB is twofold. Firstly, Period IVB appears (o
have been a period of architectural and settlement expansion, and the reoccupation of the apparently
abandoned north mound is most likely to have accompanied a time of site-wide growth. As noted in Chapter I,
during this period a massive fortification wall with adjoining structures was constructed in Area A, analogous to
the construction of substantial buildings in C01 as well as in Area F. Secondly, Areas A and F were each
distinguished by two major architectural subdivisions built in Period IVB. In Area A, IVB was characterized by
two architecturally related but significantly different phases, Phases 13 and 14. And, particularly important, in
Area F Period IVB was represented by two large superimposed wall systems (see pp. 172f.), built immediately
over Period IVC deposits and closely matching the size, construction technique, and orientation of the major
CO1 Period IV walls, and with various phases and subphases of use, as was also the case in Area CO1.
Therefore, based on these correlations, the sum of the evidence assigns the mid-late EB deposits of CO1 Phases
11-15 to Period IVB.

The entire Period IVB building complex across the top of the north mound Area C, of which the two CO1
consecutive wall systems form a part, follows an almost exact alignment along the north-south and east-west
axes of the mound and, consequently, is somewhat different from the more oblique orientation of the Period V
early EB settlement. Within Area CO1, the localized manifestation of these wall systems in each building
period is a single east-west oriented wall (Loci 066/022) dividing the trench into northern and southern sectors.
On either side of this central wall, localized changes can be correlated in only a rough manner. Therefore,
phasing decisions for the Period IVB sequence were based on the more substantial changes in architectural
additions and floor resurfacings taking place on the south side of the main wall, versus changes in the northern
part of the trench which, although more numerous, were defined solely by the buildup of plastered floors.

The extensive clearance in Area C, the horizontal exposure of the uppermost layers of the north mound,
showed that the central wall in Area CO1 (Locus 066 in Phases 11-14, Locus 022 in Phase 15) formed the
southemn border of a room (11.1-15.1), the north-south dimension of which was contained within the northern
half of CO1. The western wall of the north room lay just about a meter or so to the west of Area CO1. The north
wall of the room lay almost precisely in the north balk of C01 (and C45), although enough emerged into the
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trench to indicate that it persisted throughout both main construction periods of CO1 Period IVB. The buildup of
plastered floors mentioned above thus belonged to this long-lived north room (11.1-15.1). The more variable
architecture south of this room belonged of course to the same complex of which these wall systems formed a
part, but because no doorway was ever discovered between the north room and the southern area, neither in
CO1 nor in an adjacent area, it is uncertain if they belonged to the same social unit—as a single coherent
complex—or to different social groups sharing the same architectural complex.

PHASES 11-14: Plans (figs. 77-80), Sections (figs. 93-96), Architectural Photographs (figs. 90, 91), Ceramics
(figs. 104-106)

The first four phases of the mid-late EB period in C01, as defined by the southern portion of the trench, are
grouped together because they are all contemporary with the first stage of the central wall (Locus 066). The
massiveness of central Wall 066 is characteristic of the large-scale architecture of this period. A foundation
trench was cut in preparation for this wall (see ash and rubble areas at the base of Wall 066/144 on its south
side, figs. 93, 94), and the disturbance resulted in the aforementioned difficulty in reconstructing the final
occupations of the Period V settlement. The foundation for Wall 066 penetrated as much as 30-70 cm beneath
the level of the earliest floors of Period IV. The large limestone rocks used as the foundation stones were laid
four courses high in a southern row and three courses high in a northern row (most of which are not visible in
section). Perhaps they were laid over a rock and river-cobble bedding (Locus 163; drawn in conjunction with the
plan of Phase 9, fig. 75). Lower stones were bonded by a gray-brown soil, upper stones by a gray matrix (with
red bricky chunks) similar in composition to the bricky material of Wall 066. On the southern, upper edge of the
foundations, a partial lining of a row of flat stones was evidently laid to form a more even external south face
(not drawn in plan; visible only in CO1 east section, fig. 93: see upright stone tilted against 066 mudbrick). The
superstructure of the wall cannot be distinguished as individual bricks, although it seems more likely that it was
constructed of bricks rather than pisé. Preserved to a height of about 60 cm, the superstructure had an
approximate width of 1.20-1.40 meters.

In use only during Phases 11-13, a revetment wall of mudbrick (Locus 144) lay immediately south of Wall
066, directly abutting it. The revetment wall was a single row of mudbricks in width (about 40 cm), preserved
to a height of about 40 cm. Wall 144 (or perhaps bench, during its earliest usage) appears to have been
constructed as a structural part of 066 when the original wall unit was built. The red bricks of 144 lay exactly
over the southernmost foundation stones and upright lining stones of the 066/144 complex. When abutment
Wall 144 fell into disuse by Phase 14, 066 continued as the main east-west wall.

The north wall (Locus 070) in CO1 was more difficult to define because of its more limited exposure.
However, its earlier manifestation may possibly be extrapolated from the later wall cleared between trenches
C45 and C55. If so, it was at least as wide as the center wall, and probably constructed of the same material.
Individual bricks of Wall 070 were clearly recognized in the northern corner of the west section. As seen in the
west and north sections of CO1, the foundations may have been different, with only a couple of stone courses
discernible, and possibly with more frequent modifications than the center wall. But deductions about the north
wall are speculative, since only the thinnest sliver of it lay within the limits of Trench CO1. The north-south
distance between the north and center walls (and hence the north-south dimension of the north room) was
approximately three meters, although this widened slightly in later phases.

Relevant Loci
North wall 070 = 056
Center wall 066/160/163(?)

Comments: Two locus numbers were mistakenly assigned to Wall 070 in the field. Locus designation 056
was discontinued as a term of reference. Deep 066 wall foundation stones, overlying 163, were designated
Locus 160 (not in section and not drawn on the plan).

PHASE 11: Plan (fig. 77)
In the north room (11.1), the earliest surface(s) was a burnt floor overlain by white and black ash, a soft
brown fill, and some burnt, brick material (Loci 059/060/061). These surfaces lay over a series of burnt layers
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with ash and soft earth intermixed with brick debris and plaster fragments (Loci 062/063), which is regarded as
disturbed deposit and which either represented the fallen debris associated with and sealing the Phase 9-10
basin/oven, or else represented a final Period V phase destroyed by the initial Period IV building activities.
The initial floor unit (059/060/061) extended as far as the mudbrick superstructure of both the center (066) and
north (070) walls (i.e., the foundations did not appear above the floors). The north-south dimension of Room
11.1 was about three meters.

~ South of the center wall was another enclosed area (11.2-11.3), with a north-south dimension of about 4.30
meters. The east-west dimension is unknown, but was unlikely to have exceeded the width of CO1 by much (an
assumption based on analogy with the dimensions of the southern enclosed area in later phases). The north
border of the area was formed by a mudbrick wall or bench (Locus 144) directly abutting the large center wall
(066), as mentioned above, to form in effect a double center wall. The eastern boundary of the area was
defined by another wall (Locus 105), the dimensions of which were unclear since the wall barely appeared in
the trench. What could be discerned was a single course of roughly hewn rectangular limestone block
foundations, over which was preserved a mudbrick superstructure only 10 cm high. To the south, the third border
of the enclosed area consisted of a wall oriented in an east-west direction (Locus 138), just barely visible in the
southeastern comner of the trench. It seemed to be entirely of mudbrick construction, with no foundation stones,
and preserved to a height of 20 cm,

The southern enclosed area, thus defined, may have contained an interior room within its perimeter, on the
western side of the trench. This southwest room (11.3) was surfaced by a plaster floor (Locus 146), and its
eastern perimeter was defined by a wall orientated north-south from the central Wall 066 into the southern balk
of the trench. Such a reconstruction for southwest Room 11.3 is based on the significant degree of continuity
observed in the general features south of Wall 066 during Phases 11-15, more than on the actual structures
uncovered in Phase 11 itself. Nevertheless, some indications of a southwest room such as were excavated in
Phases 12-15 (Rooms 12.3-15.3, figs. 78-81) were clearly detected in Phase 11. The plastered floor (146), a
seemingly interior surface, did in fact exist, extending for a length of about four meters from Wall 066/144 to
the south balk. Associated with this floor was a small, ash-filled pit (Locus 148) near the north side of the
room. The plaster floor (146) terminated roughly near the center of the southern part of the trench, creating an
indefinable linear broken area, and on the eastern side of this disconformity was a red-gray surface of scattered
pebbles (Locus 149) set in a sandy matrix, on which lay a dense deposit of lithic debitage and other artifacts.

Between the plaster floor (146) and the apparently exterior eastern surface (149); the eastern wall of
Room 11.3 may have stood. During excavation, the disconformity between the southwestern and southeastern
sectors of the trench suggested a robbed-out wall. As here reconstructed, the east wall of southwest Room 11.3
was destroyed by the foundation trench of Wall 107 that came into use in Phase 12. Insofar as the alignment of
Wall 107 (of Phases 12-14), Wall 024 (of Phase 15), and of the robbed-out wall (presumed to have existed in
Phase 11) were roughly the same, similar long-term uses. of the southern enclosed area are suggested for
Phases 11-15.

For Phase 11 and for the next four phases, then, the entire area within CO1 south of Wall 066/144 is
interpreted as being one contained architectural unit. Just as Rooms 11.1-15.1 north of the central wall were
one structural unit, which through all of Period IVB looked very much like a roofed interior room, so the
southern enclosed area is interpreted as being one structural unit but with smaller interior rooms in use within it
during each of Phases 11-15. This “room within a room” concept suggests that the southern area was perhaps a
walled courtyard encompassing smaller, walled, interior rooms. Not fully evident in Phase 11, the plan of an
enclosed roofed room (11.3) within a larger enclosed area (11.2) is better developed in later phases, and
consequently the interpretation of Phase 11 is based on analogy with the more coherent plans of Phases 12-15.

Relevant Loci
North Room 11.1
North wall 070
Burnt floor 059/060/061 1.30 m3
South enclosed Area 11.2
Double wall 144, 066/160

East wall 105
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South wall 138
Pebble surface 149 0.30 m?
Southwest Room 11.3
Plaster floor 146 0.50 m?
Pit 148 0.01 m?

Comments: Floors 059/060/061 include suprafloor deposits. Locus 149 is assigned to both Phases 11 and
12. Although Pit 148 was clearly dug from Floor 146, the contents should better be assigned to the mixed loci
between Phases 10 and 11, since the interior walls of the pit were difficult to trace.

PHASE 12: Plan (fig. 78)

Immediately overlying the earliest floor(s) (discussed above) of the north room, another series of burnt
floors (Loci 045/048/049) interleaved with layers of green-brown brick fall and broken plaster. The constant re-
laying of new floor surfaces formed localized lenses, few of which could be traced across the entire room (12.1).
One of the earlier replasterings in this series of successive floor levels, if not the earliest, appears to be
associated with a rebuilding of the north wall (070), in which (at least in the small exposure against the north
balk) an additional layer of foundation stones was laid. To the south, the center double wall (066/144)
remained in use. The series of floors (045/048/049) accumulated to a depth of about 15 cm.

In the area south of Wall 066/144, the changes ascribed to this phase are more noticeable. Parallel to and
adjoining the double wall forming the north boundary (066/144), a brick paving or bench was added (Locus
151). Approximately 80 cm wide, but preserved to a height of about 10 cm (1 course), the bench/paving
consisted of two rows of rectangular mudbricks, each very roughly 35 x 50 cm. The east wall (105) and the
south wall (138) of this sector remained unaltered, as did the pebble surface (149) on the eastern side of the
trench. Together, the new mudbrick bench/paving and the pebble surface seem to have composed an L-shaped
corridor, Area 12.2.

On the western half of the southern enclosed area was Room 12.3, with three of its sides appearing within
the trench: the northern (Locus 075), eastern (Locus 107), and southemn (Locus 109) walls. The room was a
solidly constructed affair. The foundations for all three excavated walls were quite wide, almost 80-90 cm, and
two courses of stones deep. The overlying mudbrick superstructure was narrower, about 50 cm for each of the
three walls. The mudbrick was preserved to a height of almost 60 cm on the south (109), about 80 cm on the
north (075), and only about 35 cm on the east (107). The room interior attained a north-south dimension of
2.10 meters, and an excavated east-west dimension of 1.20 meters. No doorway was preserved in the
excavated area. The laying of the stone foundations of north-south Wall 107 in Phase 12 was presumably the
construction process that disturbed Floor 146 and perhaps robbed out the foundations of an earlier wall also
lying in a north-south direction and in the same general location as 107, in Phase 11. Within Room 12.3, a
thick fill (Loci 114/124) had accumulated above the old Phase 11 plaster Floor 146, into which Walls 075 and
109 had been set. The first identified floor of Room 12.3 was Locus 106, not a particularly striking surface and
not plastered. It may well be that the so-called exterior Area 12.2 formed an interior passageway, while the
interior Room 12.3 was in fact a covered anteroom, since an anteroom was indeéd the purpose served by this
area of CO1 during the next major building period, in Phase 15.

Relevant Loci
North Room 12.1
North wall 070
Floor replasterings and suprafloor deposits 045/048/049 1.80 m?
South enclosed Area 12.2
Double wall 144, 066/160
Bench/paving, suprafloor 151, 103/076
East wall 105
South wall 138
Pebble surface 149

Wall fall over pebble surface 125 = 147 0.20 m3
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Southwest Room 12.3

North wall 075

East wall 107 South Wall 109
Floor 106 lower 0.50 m3
Subfloor fill 114/124 0.70 m?

Comments: Loci 103/076 are mixed loci that include upper 151 pavement, the mudbrick of Wall 105, and
the subfloor of 069/073 of Phase 13. Loci 114/124 can be considered either 106 subfloor fill, of Phase 12, or 146
suprafloor and collapse, of Phase 11.

PHASE 13: Plan (fig. 79)

The changes which took place in the preceding phases culminated in Phase 13 in the best preserved and
most elaborate phase cleared in this building period, the earlier of the two Period IVB building periods in Area
CO1. Phase 13 is best represented in the north room (13.1) where its striking plastered floor (Locus 009) was in
fact the final replasterings of the floor series assigned to Phase 12 (045/048/049). Floor 009 was uniquely
differentiated from the earlier uses of these floors, however, because the structures and features associated with
the uppermost floor were preserved up to a height of 50-70 cm by fall and fill debris resulting from temporary
abandonment and destruction of the room. Sealed by this fairly soft and thick layer of brick fall (Locus 008),
the uppermost 009 surface showed in some places signs of burning. Room 13.1, already defined by the north
(070) and south (066/144) wall systems, and measuring about three meters north-south, contained three major
features. In the northeast corner, a short narrow wall stub (Locus 015) was orientated in an east-west direction,
roughly parallel to the north wall. It was preserved to a height of almost 70 cm, was approximately 35-40 cm
wide, and protruded into the trench for an exposed length of about 1.40 meters. The purpose of the wall stub
was not particularly clear since it was parallel to and very close to the north wall system (070). Wall stub 015
appears to have been constructed entirely of mudbrick, with as much as 6 cm of plaster on its exposed faces. In
the southeast portion of the room was a small platform or bench (Locus 017) perpendicular to and effectively
protruding from east-west Wall 066/144. Platform 017 rose 40 cm from the floor, was about 60 cm wide, and
had an approximate length of another 60 cm. In the western half of the room was a small circular plastered
hearth (Locus 014), burnt red by firing, with underlying lenses of ash and charcoal, some of which may
represent a hearth in the same location during Phase 12. Similarly built plastered hearths were recovered in
Period IVC and IVA contexts in Area A (Phases 12 and 20, pp. 37f. and 56 and fig. 23, respectively). These
plastered circular hearths are comparable in form to the slightly earlier “floor basins” in Phase H at Tell al-
Judeidah in the ‘Amuq.2 The finds preserved on the 009 Floor included two ground stone “weights” or
“maceheads” (pl. 165:0; MRN 694, not illustrated), both found on the floor near the platform/bench (017) with
other possibly associated stones. Towards the center of the room, directly northeast of the 014 hearth, a semi-
complete painted jar was also found on the floor (pl. 85:K). '

The area south of Wall 066/144 was also particularly well preserved. Mudbrick paving (151) was no longer
in use during Phase 13, but the two components of the double wall (066/144) still formed the northern border.
However, the main south unit of Phases 11-12 could not be clearly identified as a courtyard or enclosed area in
this phase because the east wall (105) and the south wall (138) were no longer in use.

With the removal of the south wall (138, not in use in this phase), southwest Room 13.3 was left
freestanding and largely unmodified. Such was not the case for the area outside of it (13.2), however. More so
in Phase 13 than in previous phases, the exterior area (13.2) resembled a hallway. A thick (about 20 ¢cm) layer
of pebbling (Locus 073), formed of several striations of densely-packed large and small limestone chips
interspersed with artifacts, was laid on a bedding of clay or compacted soil over sand, overlying the old south
(138) and east (105) walls. The pebble surface (073) appears to have blended into plaster (Locus 069) just
near Wall 066/144. The plaster of 069, in turn, trailed off to a compacted earth floor in the extreme west of the
trench. The 069/073 surfaces were later sealed by a gray-green upper layer or suprafloor (no locus number)
which circumscribed Room 13.3. Again based on the more extensive exposures of a later phase, Room 13.3 and
the area surrounding it (13.2), south of the central east-west wall (066/144), may represent respectively an
anteroom and a hallway or small courtyard. This interpretation seems to be reflected in the lack of specialized

2. Braidwood and Braidwood 1960, p. 347, figures 259-61.
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deposits of artifacts or other domestic features and equipment such as those seen, for instance, in the
neighboring but separate north Room 13.1.

Relevant Loci
North Room 13.1
North wall 070
Wall stub 015
Bench/platform » 017
Hearth 014
Plaster floor and suprafloor *009
Ash lens over floor *016
Fali debris over floor *008 = *042
Double wall 144, 066/160
South Area 13.2
Pebble surface 073 0.60 m3
Plaster floor 069 0.40 m?
Southwest Room 13.3
North wall 075
East wall 107
South wall 109
Surface 106 upper

*Combined volume = 4.5 m?

Comments: Loci 009 and (Phase 12) 045 were a unit of white plaster flooring, removed as a series of floor
surfaces. Locus 009 is here defined as the uppermost floor only (and its suprafloor). However, as excavated,
009 includes floor deposits now assigned to Locus 045. Locus 008 includes some of the mudbrick of Wall 066.
Pebble surface 073 and plaster Floor 069 should be considered a single unit. Locus 106 appears in section to
contain both upper (Phase 13) and lower (Phase 12) floor surfaces.

PHASE 14: Plan (fig. 80)

Although the elements of Phase 14 reflect substantial changes in all areas of the trench, the basic
continuity from the previous phases into this phase of two major features, the center wall (066) and the
southem interior room (14.3), allows the grouping of Phase 14 with its predecessors rather than its successors.
In the north room (14.1) there is some evidence that the superstructure of the north wall system (070) was
rebuilt so that the north-south dimension of the room was widened by about 20 cm, to about 3.20 meters. The
center wall (066) is now a single wall, with the attached brick wall to the south (144) out of use in this phase.
More significantly, a thick layer of fall (Locus 008) apparently accumulated over the floor and featuares of the
Phase 13 north room. Sealing this fall and fill was another, but more fragmentary, plaster floor (Locus 041),
but as seen in both the east and west sections (figs. 93, 94), the connection between Floor 041 and Wall 066
was cut through in Phase 15 by the laying of the foundation stones of later, upper Wall 022.

South of the single center wall (066), the signs of rebuilding were even more noticeable. The southern
section of the trench, not demarcated by either an eastern or southern boundary wall in Phase 13, was bordered
in Phase 14 on its southern edge by a large east-west wall (Locus C02:004). In a probe into the trench
immediately south of Area CO1 (actually excavated as access steps into C01 in grid square C36, but for
recording purposes called Trench C02), this major wall system (C02:004), parallel and similar to the northern
(070) and center (066) wall systems, appeared to define the southern border, overlying the pebble surface
(073) of Phase 13. In the limited exposure obtained, the foundation stones of the southernmost.east-west wall
(C02:004) were about 1.30 meters wide (four courses) and about 3040 cm high (two courses). The preserved
height of the mudbrick superstructure, which was as amorphous as that of the center and north wall systems,
was about 70 cm. C02:004’s position was such that, combined with the reduction of the center wall (066) to a
single, narrower wall, the overall north-south dimension of the southern area would have been about 4.80
meters, although no east-west dimension can be extrapolated. Thus, the areas both north and south of Wall 066
appear to have been enlarged in this phase.
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The southern enclosed area appears to have undergone extensive modifications during this phase. Although
the walls of Room 14.3 remained relatively unchanged from those of Phase 13, the southern end of the room
was modified by the addition of a mudbrick bench (Locus 139), about 50 cm wide, against the south wall. The
interior of Room 14.3 was thus reduced in size to a north-south dimension of 1.50 meters. The bench was set
down into a fall layer sealing the previous floor and below the previous floor itself (upper 106). The preserved
height of Bench 139 was about 15 cm above the new (Phase 14) floor level, Locus 099, which was a good.
plastered surface. '

More problematic was a structural change that took place in Area 13.2 of the previous phase. The earlier
pebble surface (073) and plaster floor (069) were built over in Phase 14, and occupying much of this space was
a new room, or passageway. This new room (14.2) was identified by its northern (Locus 140), southern (Locus
141), and western (Locus 080) walls. The western wall (080) was the least clearly defined since only traces of
it were found. Its actual width and placement were not clear, but it may have abutted Wall 107 of Room 14.3.
It is uncertain if there may have been a doorway linking the two rooms. The north (140) and south (141) walls,
however, were better defined. Protruding into the trench from the east balk, they were made solely of
mudbrick, the north wall (140) being about 70 cm wide and possibly preserved to a height of 20 cm, and the
south wall (141) 60 cm wide and preserved to a height of 30 cm. Since the width of Wall 080 is unknown, the
interior surface of Room 14.2 may have terminated just within the east balk of the trench, which could explain
why no floor was identified during excavation.

Exterior to the two rooms south of central Wall 066, two surfaces were identified, one (Locus 064) to the
north of Room 14.3 and another (Locus 142) to the south of Room 14.2. Both of these surfaces were poorly
defined. Locus 064 was partially disturbed by the foundation stones of Wall 022 of the next building period.
Locus 142 appeared to consist of white concretions and was overlain by a small scatter of stones and broken
pottery.

Relevant Loci

North Room 14.1

North wall, rebuilt 070
Plaster floor and suprafloor 041 0.02'm3
Fall over floor 005/026/040
Center wall 066/160
South wall .
Foundations C02:004
Superstructure and fall C02:003 0.50 m?
South area
Northwest surface 064 0.90 m?
Subfloor 065
Fall over surface 028/037
Southeast surface 142
Wall fall over surface 055/057
Southeast Room 14.2
North wall 140
South wall 141
West wall and fall 080/077/081 1.20 m3
Southwest Room 14.3 ‘
North wall 075
East wall 107
South wall
Foundations 109
Superstructure 097/100
Mudbrick bench 139
Plaster floor, suprafloor 099, 098/046/050/033 0.70 m?
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Comments: Loci 005/026 are mixed with 041 suprafloor; 040 terminates above the 041 suprafloor. Locus
065, below 064, probably includes the mudbrick of Wall 140. Loci 028/037 represent either fall and fill over
surface 064 or possibly a surface above 064, of a later subphase of Phase 14. Locus 081 appears to be the stone
foundations of Wall 080 or of Wall 141, between the east balk and Wall 107. Loci 097/100 include mudbrick of
Wall 109 and Bench 139. Loci 098 and 050 (among the suprafloor loci above plaster Floor 099) include
mudbrick of Wall 075.

PHASE 15: Plan (fig. 81), Sections (figs. 93-96), Architectural Photograph (fig. 92), Ceramics (fig. 107)

Despite the substantial modifications to the local plan in Phase 14, Phases 11-14 seem to form a single
building period. Nevertheless, the first three of those four phases (11-13) appear to be more closely related in
time. Phase 15 exhibits a certain degree of continuity with the previous (Phase 11-14) building period,
especially in layout, which indicates that similar functions were served by this area in preceding phases.
However, significant changes in the main structures of Phase 15 justify the differentiation of this phase as a
new building period. Of the four major architectural features observed in the trench thus far in the Period IVB
phases—the north wall (070), the center wall (066), the south wall in C02 (004), and the southwest room
(Walls 075/107/109)—only one, north Wall 070, clearly continued into Phase 15, although it was barely visible
within the trench. Wall 070 is known from the horizontal exposure in Area C just to have skimmed the edge of
the CO1 north balk in this phase, widening Room 15.1 to about 3.40 meters north-south. It is possible, but
unlikely, that the large south wall (C02:004) continued into an early subphase of Phase 15.

The most important criterion for classifying Phase 15 as a new building period is that central Wall 066 was
no longer in use. Instead, a new cenwral wall (Locus 022) was constructed directly over the Phase 11-14 central
wall and almost exactly along the same alignment. Although most of its superstructure had eroded away, it
appeared to be also the same size as its predecessor, about 1.20-1.40 meters wide. The foundations, too, were
similarly built, of large limestone blocks, with a depth of 40 cm. As noted above, a fairly extensive plan for
Phase 15 can be seen in the excavations surrounding the C01 sounding, in Area C (fig. 121). From this wider
view, it was apparent that north Wall 070 was in fact the boundary wall separating the north room (15.1) from
an adjacent street. The center wall (022) was, in this wider view, a heavy partition wall within the building
complex that was bordered (at least to the north and west) by the main street of Area C. The west wall of
Room 15.1 (not visible in Trench CO1) also bordered the street, and the outer facing of both the west and north
(070) walls had been worked to provide a smooth curb.

Within the north room (15.1), only one floor level (Locus 003) associated with this building period was
identified. Floor 003 was a particularly well-preserved plaster floor extending across the entire room.
Unfortunately, with the exception of small amounts of pottery, the proximity of this floor to the topsoil surface
of the plowed mound made recovery of other artifacts virtually impossible, at least in their original context.

The wider clearance of Area C during this building period permitted, with some degree of certainty, the
identification of the general purpose of the area south of central Wall 022. Although modified several times in
neighboring Trench C45, the structures visible in C01 displayed few discernible modifications during Phase 15.
Over the southwest room (12.3-14.3) of Phases 12-14 was built a similar room (15.3). This new room, unlike
its predecessor, was built flush against the center wall (022). The southern wall of Room 15.3 (Locus 035) lay
slightly farther north than did Wall 109 of Phases 12-14, so that the entire room was shifted towards the north,
although along the same orientation. The eastern wall (Locus 024), while fragmentary, gave possible evidence
for a doorway, permitting access from east to west. Since the entire structure was barely beneath topsoil,
virtually all of the mudbrick superstructure was lost. The foundation stones, however, of the north (Locus 027)
and south (035) walls were roughly 60 cm wide, while the east wall foundations (024) were more substantial,
about 80 cm wide. All three wall foundations were built more crudely than their Phase 12-14 predecessors and
consisted of no more than two courses of stone, both in terms of width and height. The interior of Room 15.3
was roughly the same as before, approximately 2.50-2.90 meters north-south (depending on the widths of the
mudbrick superstructures), 1.00-1.20 meters east-west (within C01), and paved with a poor plaster floor (Locus
032). It can be seen, however, from the clearance in neighboring C45 that Room 15.3 was in fact part of a
larger room extending towards the west up to the street that flanked the Phase 15 complex on the west and
north. Room 15.3 was directly accessible from the C45 street through a doorway, and thus may have served as
an anteroom,
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The interpretation of the function of Room 15.3 as an anteroom is further reinforced by the nature of the
remainder of the area south of Wall 022 (15.2). It is apparent by this stage that east and south of Room 15.3
there may have been an interior courtyard paved with a pebble surface, accessible from the street through the
15.3 anteroom. The relatively thin pebble surface appeared in a limited exposure in Trench C46 immediately
to the east of CO1. Within C01, however, the pebble surface was not found, but it may be correlated to surface
044 just east of Wall 024. On this surface (Locus 044), a thin scatter of pottery and stones was found.

It is apparent that Phase 15 consisted of several subphases, especially if the evidence for changes in the
Room 15.3 structures, as seen in Trench C435, is taken into account. However, disentangling these subphases
proved difficult because of the disturbed character of the Phase 15 layers due to their proximity to topsoil. One
clear distinction is that another fragmentary surface (Locus 137 = C02:002) lay above pottery surface 044 and
sealed the large south wall cleared in the CO2 probe (C02:004). It is evident that by the late stage of Phase 15,
if not for the entire phase, the large south wall was no longer in use. Another reasonably apparent modification
was a change in Room 15.3 at this later stage by a shifting of the north wall slightly towards the south, visible
in Trench C45 (fig. 121) but not seen clearly in CO1. It is possible that the plaster floor (Locus 032) within
Room 15.3 belonged to the later subphase, rather than to the earlier, wider room, but whether Floor 032
extended up to, or was cut by, the new wall on the northern edge of Room 15.3 (Locus 143, a bricky area in the
CO1 west section) is uncertain, as details about the wall modification could only be vaguely discerned within
CO01. Furthermore, delineation of these subphases would not be particularly fruitful since only isolated features
can be identified for each subphase.

In short, Phase 15 is a composite phase with several subphases. The earlier are best represented in C01
itself, while the later are more clearly seen in Trench C45 to the west.

Relevant Loci
North Room 15.1
North wall 070
Plaster floor 003 0.30 m3
Center wall
Foundations 022
Superstructure 020/018
South Area 15.2 (courtyard)
Sherd surface [early subphase] 044/043 0.40 m3
Fall over floor 023, 034, 036, 039, 038
Plaster surface [late subphase] 137 = C02:002, 021 0.10 m3
Sonthwest Room 15.3 (anteroom)
North wall
Foundations 027
Brick join with center wall 058
North wall [late subphase] 143 = 051
Wall and fall 025/047
East wall
Foundations 024
Superstructure 031/052
South wall
Foundations 035
Superstructure and fall 053/054
Plaster floor 032 0.10 m?
Suprafloor 029
Subfloor 030

Comments: Due to the proximity to topsoil, the differentiation of surfaces in Phase 15 from wall fall over

surfaces was difficult and resulted in mixed deposits. Locus 038 is mixed wall collapse both outside and inside
Room 15.3. Its FCN groups cannot be properly divided. Locus 051 appears to be excavated brick from wall
addition Locus 143, which was recognized only in section and in Area C. Loci 025/047 are mixed loci,
containing brick of 143, 024, and their general collapse. Locus 030 is mixed horizontally, but fine grid
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designations can largely separate materials collected within Room 15.3 from materials collected east of the
room. However, the collections from inside Room 15.3 are mixed vertically as well, containing compacted
subfloor deposit in addition to deposit from Floor 032 itself.

POST PERIOD 1VB

Based on probes and excavations in other areas, it is known that most of the extended area of the site,
with the exception of the south mound, was abandoned after Period IVB. Period IVA therefore represents a
contraction of the site to the south mound. In Area CO1, however, and in nearby Area C just surrounding CO1,
there is evidence that limited use of the north mound did take place after Period IVB, in Phase 16. It is
possible that other scattered areas of the site also were used sporadically after Period IVB, but beyond the
south mound occupation, the only excavated evidence for post-Period IVB use of the site are the installations in
CO01 Phase 16 and the ephemeral ones in nearby Area C which can be correlated to the Phase 16 features in
Area CO1. Phase 16 certainly postdates Period IVB, although its exact periodization (Period III or Period IVA)
remains unclear.

PHASE 16: Plan (fig. 82), Sections (figs. 93, 94, 96)

The features of Phase 16 are restricted to Area CO1 and, to a very limited extent, to the fringes of the CO1
sounding in Trench C45. If features associated with Phase 16 existed elsewhere in Area C, they have since
been destroyed by modern-day plowing across the north mound. Even in CO1, it is impossible to date these
features precisely, other than to indicate that because they represent a structural disconformity with the
installations of Period IVB, they postdate the Period IVB occupation.

Whatever transition may have occurred between Phases 15 and 16 has been lost due to the disruptive
nature of Phase 16 and to modern disturbances. Whatever function the installations of Phase 16 may have
served is also lost, for the same reasons.

The principal features of this phase are two circular platforms (not visible in section), one (Locus 004) built
over or cut down to the level of the Phase 15 plaster floor (003) in the north room and the other (Locus 007)
constructed over the center wall (022) of Phase 15. Obviously, all of the Phase 15 features were no longer in
use at this stage. The north platform (004), or perhaps base, over the plaster floor (003) of Phase 15, was 1.40
meters in diameter and 10 cm high. The south platform/base (007) over the center wall (022) was 1.10 meters
wide and also about 10 cm in height. Both were built from a matrix of pebbles, chunks of flint, soil, an outer
border of larger cobbles to retain the matrix, and a bed of flatter or tabular pieces. Since the tops of the
platforms were almost flush with present-day ground level, it is possible that a superstructure may have once
existed. It is not impossible that these platforms may have served as oven bases. In Areas A and D (figs. 25
and 123), at Period III levels in both cases, similar round platforms were found with the tops sometimes sealed
by a layer of mud or plaster. These round stone features were commonly associated with an outdoor work area
and may have been sunk into the ground with a superstructure above ground. All have been tentatively
identified as ovens, although their use as silo bases is another possible interpretation. The platforms/bases in
CO1 therefore appear to be Period III structures on the basis of their similarity to those in other areas of the
excavation. During the first season of excavation, it was initially thought that material found near the platforms
belonged to the same phase as the platforms. However, it was soon shown that much of the surrounding
material derived from the deposits resting on the north room plaster floor (003) of Phase 15. Moreover, modern
plowing had churned up a considerable amount of the Period IVB deposit immediately beneath the mound
surface, thus making any topsoil deposits insecure dating tools. Therefore, contextual dating is limited. By
comparability of form and presumed function, the circular platforms of CO1 may relate chronologically to Period
1II. However, it should be noted that the pottery recovered from within the matrices of the structures themselves
dated to Period IV and that no Period III pottery was found on the north mound.

In addition to the platforms or oven bases, several patches of a rough limestone “paving” were found
farther to the south in Trench CO1. These “pavements,” which need not have been walking surfaces, were made
of limestone rocks of various sizes-—some large, but most cracked and broken (possibly by plowing)—along
with river cobbles and soil. It is uncertain if the “channels” between the patches were accidental or deliberate
formations.
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" Relevant Loci

Circular stone platforms

North 004
South 007
Stone pavements 012, 013, 011/019
Surrounding fill or fall 006, 010
Other Loci:
Plow zone 002, C02:001
Modem surface 001, 000, C02:000

Comments: Locus 011 also includes materials north of 012 that should be considered fill or fall.

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION

PERIOD VII: PHASE 1

The location on which the settlements of the north mound were eventually founded was originally a lower
sub-terrace below that on which the south mound developed. The north mound was not settled during the Halaf
occupation of the south mound, Period VIII. The first settlement on the north mound was established, possibly
as a very small village, in the next period, the so-called Middle Chalcolithic, which was probably contemporary
with (but ceramically unrelated to) the northern Ubaid period elsewhere across northern Syro-Mesopotamia.
The CO1 layers of this period are assigned to a single phase because of the limited exposure, but it is evident
that, in spite of the areally restricted probe, several subphases existed. Unfortunately, contemporary layers
were not exposed in other areas of the site. ‘

PERIOD VI: PHASE 2

The next period represented in the CO1 sequence is the Late Chalcolithic period. Again, the relevant layers
are assigned to one phase, due both to the limited exposure and to the lack of substantial architecture. On the
basis of its ceramics, this phase correlates with the later phases (Period VIA) of the longer Late Chalcolithic
sequence exposed in Area A. It seems quite probable that the thickness of the deposits in Area CO1 reflects
several subphases, although only one clearly defined surface—probably an open-air work area—was identified.
Particularly problematic is the possibility that an earlier Period VIB occupation may have existed in this area.
The contents of a large pit (Locus 203) that as a group are markedly different from the finds recovered from the
other layers of the phase, including the open work surface and its associated features, hints at such an
occupation. From a stratigraphic point of view, there is a possibility that the pit was cut from the work area
surface, and thus may well represent a functional, not a chronological, differentiation in deposits. However this
may be, it seems clear that, at the least, the Late Chalcolithic settlement on the north mound was a shorter-
lived extension of the settlement originally founded on the south mound and represents the first of two periods
in which a settlement encompassed both mounds of the site. Some degree of caution is necessitated in this
interpretation, however, because it is entirely possible that the north mound was not fully settled in Period VI,
but was merely a fringe around a more southern nuclear settlement and was devoted solely to specialized work
areas.

PERIOD V: PHASES 3-10

The occupation in the early EB represents the longest sequence of settlement on the north mound, and all
the evidence from this period at Kurban Hdyiik comes solely from C01, as Period V was not found in any other
of the excavated areas of the mound. The sequence suggests that a small village was founded in this sector of
the site after the demise of the larger Late Chalcolithic settlement. Although there is no stratigraphic continuity
between the two periods, it is unlikely that the transition between the two was a long one. What distinguishes
the lowest layers of Period V from the layers of Period VI is a substantial change from an open work area in
Phase 2 to enclosed domestic quarters in Phase 3,
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The phases of Period V can be grouped into four distinct building periods, each representing a substantial
reorganization of the north mound settlement. Within each group of phases, there is structural continuity, but
minor stratigraphic changes can be detected between and within phases. The first building period, Phase 3, is
by far the best preserved and most coherent. The second building period, represented by Phases 4 and 5,
contrasts sharply with its predecessor and indicates a shift from the enclosed spaces of a possibly domestic
structure in Phase 3 to a more open space in Phases 4 and 5. However, the remains of Phases 4 and 5 are
meager and fragmentary.

The third building period, represented by Phases 6 and 7, is a direct continuation of Phases 4 and 5, with
some elements remaining in use. However, the more open area of the earlier building period is now reoccupied
by more substantial structures, and this reorganization can be seen to represent, at least in part, an area of
peripheral rooms between larger, not fully excavated, buildings. Of the two phases in this period, Phase 6 is
better understood, whereas Phase 7 contains stratigraphic ambiguities in the northernmost part of the trench.

Part of the ambiguity is caused by the changes that followed the Phases 6 and 7 building period, in which
this sector of the site may have remained only sparsely utilized for a time. In any case, the transition to the
fourth and final building period of Period V is blurred by the apparent partial abandonment of the area
encompassed by CO1. When this sector is used again, in Phases 8-10, the new features represent an entirely
different purpose. The beginnings of this reorganization, Phase 8, are stratigraphically difficult to interpret. But
the last two phases, 9 and 10, are far more clear. They show once again that the area within CO1 contained an
open, specialized work area on the periphery of a building. The precise nature of this specialized work is
uncertain, although the use of different kinds of ovens is immediately apparent. At least some of the work may
be related to nearby, but unexcavated, pottery kilns, the debris of which overflowed considerably into the area
exposed in Trench CO1.

PERIOD 1VB: PHASES 11-15

On the basis of correlations between Area CO1 and the longer Period IV sequences in Areas A and F, the
Period IV phases in CO1 (and in the stratigraphically associated surrounding complex cleared in Area C) are
assigned to the middle period of the mid-late EB at Kurban Hoyiik, Period IVB. Following a period of
abandonment after the early EB, the north mound came to be occupied again during a time of site-wide
expansion and construction in Period IVB. However, the north mound resettlement proved short-lived, as
occupation of Kurban Hoyiik contracted to the south mound in the later part of Period IV. The relatively brief
occupation of the north mound during the mid-late EB is also evident in the depths of Period IV deposit in Area
CO01, of less than two meters, contrasted to that in Area A, of about eight meters.

The substantial break between Periods V and IV in Area CO1 is represented by a series of relatively thin
and in part disturbed layers. These disturbances were brought about by the resettlement of the north mound in
the mid-late EB, which was part of the process of settlement expansion taking place across the whole site
during Period IVB. This expansion resulted in a reorganization of the north mound into an urban quarter with
large, planned, substantial buildings. A more complete idea of the scale and plan of this quarter is seen in
wider Area C, but the magnitude of the construction programs is better gauged in the temporal sequence in the
CO01 deep sounding, where the architectural phases may be divided into two main building periods. Despite the
division into two major periods of construction in CO1 during Period IVB, encompassing various phases of
architectural modification and the complete rebuilding of a large wall system, it is evident that the basic
function of this sector of the site remained unchanged throughout its mid-late EB occupation.

The first and more elaborate building period is represented by Phases 11-14 and the second by Phase 15.
For the most part, these phase distinctions reflect only localized changes of floors and individual rooms within a
single building complex. If the extrapolation of the second building period plan (Phase 15) to the first building
period (Phases 11-14) is valid, then the sector of the mound encompassed by Trench CO1 can be divided into
two possibly unrelated areas: a roofed room in the north and in the south a building with an entryway and an
interior which at times served as a courtyard. The northern room may have served different functions at
different times, with the earlier phases reflecting domestic usage.

POST PERIOD IVB: PHASE 16

The north mound was effectively abandoned after Period IVB, but sporadic use of parts of the north mound
certainly did take place after the contraction of settlement to the south mound. The indications of Post Period
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IVB use are the ephemeral installations in CO1 Phase 16 and in nearby Trench C45. Unfortunately, these
features of the final occupation of the north mound have been highly disturbed by modern plowing. Removal of
most of the traces of the uppermost layers belonging to the second building period of the mid-late EB, Phase
15, can also be attributed to plowing, and to Phase 16. Therefore, with all associated surfaces destroyed, the
final phase, Phase 16, perhaps should not be dated by internal data. Only the fragmentary features of outdoor
installations, which represent a significant change from the previous use of space in this sector of the mound,
can be assigned to Phase 16, and they clearly postdate Period IVB. Based on the similarity between the
circular platformsf/oven bases found in CO1 and those in Areas A and D, this final phase may be part of an
isolated work area related to the Period Il or EB-MB transition settlement on the south mound.

CONCLUSION

In short, the sequence in C01 indicates that the north mound served either as a complementary or, at times,
supplementary settlement area to the south mound. As a complementary settlement, the north mound was the
location of a small village when the south mound was abandoned. In such Periods, principally VII and V, the
abandonment of the south mound in favor of the north mound reflects general tendencies of population dispersal
taking place within the local region. As a supplementary focus of settlement, in Periods VI and IV, and
possibly III, the north mound served as either an outlying quarter away from the nucleus of the settlement
(perhaps analogous to a “lower town” area) or else as a work area, possibly of a specialized variety.
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Figure 69. Area C0O1, Phase 2 Plan.
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Figure 70. Area C01, Phase 3 Plan.
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Figure 71. Area C01, Phase 4 Plan.
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Figure 73. Area C01, Phase 6 Plan.
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Figure 74. Area CO1, Phase 7 Plan.
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Figure 75. Area CO1, Phase 9 Plan.
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Figure 82. Area CO1, Phase 16 Plan.
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Figure 83. Area CO1, Period VB, Phase 3. Stonc Foundation of Walls Forming Pcrimeter of Room 3.2 with
Contemporary Pit in Center. Standing Mudbrick of Northern Wall 112 in Foreground, Cut by Phase 5 Pit.
Exterior Surface 3.3 in Background. Photographic View toward the South.

Figure 84. Area C01, Period VB, Phase 3. Northernmost Foundation Stones of Wall 112, Facing Room 3.1.
Foundation Stones of Eastern Wall 115 in Lower Left Corner, Not Yet Excavated. Basin 113 in Center
Disturbed by Phase 5 Pit in Lower Right Corner. Photographic View toward the South.



Figure 85. Area CO1, Period VA, Phases 6, 7. Upper Surface 175 East of
Room 7.2, Center Right. Plaster Surface 180 of Area 6.3, Center Left.
Foundation Stones of Wall 184 Partially Exposed. Uppermost
Foundation Stones of the Phase 7 Rebuilding of Wall 179 in
Foreground. Wall 182 Not Yet Excavated.

Photographic View toward the North.

oi.uchicago.edu

Figure 86. Area CO1, Period VA, Phase 7. Plaster and Cobble Surface
135/088 with Basin 172. Foundations of Wall 176 in Upper Right.
Drop-Off to 1981 Deep Sounding Visible in Upper Left.
Photographic View toward the East.
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Figure 87. Area CO1, Period VA, Phases 9, 10. Mudbrick Superstructures of Room 9.1-10.1 Walls and, to the
Left, Associated Oven, Locus 169. Floor of Room 9.1 Is Exposed Inside the Walls. In the Foreground, Stone
Feature 163. Photographic View toward the South.

Figure 88. Area CO1, Period VA, Phases 9, 10. Stone Foundations of Walls of Room 9.1-10.1. Plaster Surface of
Phase 8 Is Exposed Inside the Walls. Photographic View toward the West.
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Figurc 89. Area CO1, Period VA, Phase 10. Plastered Basin, Locus 068, Partially Exposed.
Photographic View toward the East.

Figure 90. Arca CO1, Period IVB, Phases 11-14. Stone Foundations of Large East-West Wall 066/144. Pit 148,
Associated with Plaster Surface 146 of Phase 11 in Upper Right Corner. In Foreground, Behind Drop-Off to
1981 Deep Sounding in Strip 1, Continuation of Period VA, Phase 10, Basin 068, Sealed by Plaster 067,

Is Cut by 066/144 Foundation Trench. Photographic View toward the South.
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Figure 91. Area CO1, Period IVB, Phases 12-14. Stonc Foundations of Walls Forming Perimcter of Room 12.3-
14.3. Photographic View toward the West.

Figure 92. Area CO1, Period IVB, Phase 15. Stone Foundations of Walls Forming Perimcter of Room 15.3. Foundations
of Large East-West Wall 022 Just Emerging, to the Right. In Background, Arca C Walls of Building Phase IIA-B Arc
Partially Exposed Beyond the Balk Scparating CO1 and Trench C45. Note That CO1 Features Continue West as
Area C, Unit 3 (see fig. 121). Photographic View toward the West.
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Figure 97. Area C01, Phase 2 Pottery.* Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowlla 04 6266 1690  C01-0168/78/37/88-122 Supra/subfloor — 2 ViA Fig. 69
B Bowl6a 04 6019 D1651 C01-0189-120 Surface — 2 VA Fig. 69
C Bowl6a 04 6266 1690  C01-0168/78/87/88-122 Supra/subfloor — 2 VIA Fig. 69
D Bowllla 04 6347 1757 C01-0169/89-122 Supra/subfloor — 2 ViA Fig. 69
E Bowl9 04 6056 1659  CO01-0169/89-121 Supra/subfloor — 2 VIA Fig. 69
F Bowl9a 04 5925 1612 CO01-0169-119 Suprafloor — 2 VIA Fig. 69
G Bowl 12a 04 13698 3230 CO01-0957-120 Surface — 2 VIA Fig. 69
H Bowl26c 13 5947 D1629 C01-0178-120 Surface — 2 VIA Fig. 69
I Jar7 04 13698 3230 C01-0957-120 Surface - 2 VIA Fig. 69
T Jar 18 04 6347 1757 C01-0169/89-122 Supra/subfloor — 2 VIA Fig. 69
K Jar24 13 6266 1690 C01-0168/78/87/88-122 Supra/subfloor — 2 VIA Fig. 69
L  Unass. 04 6347 1757 C01-0169/89-122 Supra/subfloor — 2 VIA Fig. 69
M Bowl19 17 6266 1690 C01-0168/78/87/88-122 Supra/subfloor — 2 VIA Fig. 69
N  Deco. 405 06 6266 1690  CO01-0168/78/87/88-122 Supra/subfloor — 2 VIA Fig. 69
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Ilustration
CO01:118 Supra/subfloor Pls. 19:], 27:N, 28:M
C01:120 Surface Pls. 20:B, K; 23:D; 25:1, O, P
CO01:121 Supra/subfloor Pls. 27:F, H; 28:C
C01:122 Supra/subfloor Pls. 20:A; 21:A, I; 22:A, J; 27:E; 28:A, D, H; 30:5; 31:G; 35:1; 36:F
C01:123 Pit Pl 191
C01:129 Surface Pls. 20:D, 21:C, 27:G, 29:1
C01:202 Surface Pls. 20:1, 23:F

*See p. 160 for illustration.
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Figure 97. Area CO1, Phase 2 Pottery. Scale 2:5
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Figure 98. Area CO1, Phase 3 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN KON Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Jar 2a 04 13626 3158 C01-0957/58-200 Pit — 3 VB  Fig. 70
B Boel 52 04 13541 D3038 C01-1027/29-188 Floor, suprafloor 3.2 3 VB  Fig. 70
C Bowl5c 04 13506 3004 C01-0937/39-188 Floor, suprafloor 3.2 3 VB  Fig. 70
D Bowl5 04 13626 3158  C01-0957/58-200 Pit — 3 VB  Fig. 70
E Bowl 4a 04 13580 3077 C01-0927/37/38/28-196  Pit 32 3 VB  Fig. 70
F Jar 15 04 12983 D3115 CO01-0937/38/47/48-196 Pit 32 3 VB  Fig. 70
G Bowl 12a 04 13606 D3138 C01-0957/58-117 Surface 31 3 VB  Fig. 70
H Bowlll 04 13580 3077 C01-0927/37/38/28-196 Pit 32 3 VB  Fig. 70
I Deco. 406 06 13586 D3088 (C01-1007/09-195 Surf, suprafloor 33 3 VB  Fig. 70
J  Pedestal base 04 13626 3158  (C01-0957/58-200 Pit —_ 3 VB  Fig. 70
K Bowl 6b 04 13461 D2958 C01-094748/49/59-188 Floor, supraficor 3.2 3 VB  Fig. 70
L Jar 19a 30 13626 3158  C01-0957/58-200 Pit — 3 VB  Fig. 70
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:
Context Nature Unit Illustration
C01:108/110/111 Floor, suprafloor 3.1 Pls. 43:B; 44:A, D; 45:Q; 49:E; 52:B
C01:117 = 198 Surface 3.1 Pls. 44:M; 45:L; 46:A, B; 47:A; 52:D
C01:188 Floor, suprafloor 3.2 Pls. 43:E; 44:G: 45:A, C, P; 46:]; 47:L; 48:M, O; 50:K; 52:G, 1
C01:195 Surface, suprafloor 33 Pls. 43:F, I, 44.T; 45:B; 4T:E
C01:196 Pit 3.2 Pl 49:L
C01:200 Pit — Pls. 44:E, F, L; 46:C; 51:E

S B
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Figure 99. Area CO1, Phases 4, 5 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl4a 03 3884 1255 C01-01-093 Pit 5 VA-B Fig. 72
B Bowl 5a 04 4444 1305 C01-0169/79/89-101 Surface, suprafloor 4-5 VAB  Figs. 71, 72
C Bowl 6a 03 4935 1414  C01-01-093 Pit 5 VA-B Fig. 72
D Bowl 6b 03 3884 1255 C01-01-093 Pit 5 VA-B Fig. 72
E Jar 14 04 4930 1430 C(01-0188-093 Pit 5 VA-B Fig. 72
F Bowl 12a 04 4661 1331 C01-01-101 Surface, suprafloor 4-5 VA-B  Figs. 71, 72
G Jar2a 04 4661 1331 C01-01-101 Surface, suprafloor 4-5 VA-B  Figs. 71, 72
H Pedestal base 03 4826 1400 C01-01-093 Pit 5 VA-B Fig. 72
I  Pedestal base 04 4661 1331 C01-01-101 Surface, suprafloor 4-5 VA-B  Figs. 71-72
I Jar 19b 28/29 3884 1255 CO01-01-093 Pit S VA-B Fig 72
K Jar 17b 04 4442 1313 C01-0168/78-101 Surface, suprafloor 4.5 VA-B  Figs. 71, 72
L Jar 19b 28/29 4661 1331 C01-01-101 Surface, suprafloor  4-5 VA-B  Figs. 71, 72

For other relcvant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Phase Illustration
C01:093 Pit 5 Pls. 43:0; 46:L; 48:F, H, 1, J, N; 51:A, L
C01:101 Surface, suprafloor 4-5 Pls. 43:C; 44:1; 47:0; 48:E, G; 49:A; 50:A, C, F, J; 51:B
C01:183 Pit 5 Pls. 44:B, C; 47:D; 48:D; 50:E
C01:191 Ash layer 4 Pls. 45:E, 46:N, 51:M
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Figure 100. Area C0O1, Phases 6, 7 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type  Ware  MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl6b 04 13289  D2791 C01-1027/29-175 Surface 7273 7 VA  Fig. 74
B Bowl6b 04 13289  D2791 C01-1027/29-175 Surface 7.2-713 7 VA  Fig. 74
C Bowlda 04 13401 D2898 C01-0919/29/39-175  Pebble Surface 6.2 6 VA Fig. 73
D Jar 19p  28&/29 13300 D2797 C01-0947/49-088 Pebble Surface —_ 7 VA Fig. 74
E Jar19b 29 13339 2836 C01-1027-180 Surface 6.3 7 VA Fig. 73
F  Unass. 04 4352 1180 C01-0189-088 Pebble Surface — 7 VA Fig. 74
G Deco. 406 06 13208  D2705 C01-0939-175 Room floor 7.2 7 VA Fig. 74
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:
Context Nature Phase Unit Ilustration

C01:088 Pebble surface 7 — Pl. 48:C

C01:135 Pebble surface 7 — Pls. 47:C, 49:F

C01:175 (lower)  Pebble surface 6 6.2 Pl. 51:C

C01:175 (upper) Surfaces 7 7.2/73 Pls. 48.T, S1:F

B c
Figure101. Area CO1, Phasc 8 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature  Ph. Per. Plan

A Jar 19b 29 13263 D2760 C01-1007/09-168 Plaster floor 8 VA —
B Bowl 4a 03 13263 D2760 C01-1007/09-168 Plaster floor 8 VA —
C Bowl 6b 03 13263 D2760 C01-1007/09-168 Plaster floor 8 VA —

For other relevant illustrated material from the same phase, see C01:168, Plaster floor, pl. 43:H

IS
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Figure 102. Area COl, Phase 9 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowlda 03 3366 1006 CO01-0177/79-078 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 VA Fig. 75
B Bowlda 03 3145 969 C01-0167/69-074 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 VA Fig. 75
C Bowld4c 03 3078 923 C01-0177/79-074 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 VA Fig. 75
D Bowl6a 03 3146 977 C01-0167/69-078 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 VA Fig. 75
E  Unass. 04 3078 923 C01-0177/79-074 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 VA Fig. 75
F Bowl6a 03 3149 1000 CO01-0177/79-078 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 VA Fig. 75
G Jar 19 29 3146 977 C01-0167/69-078 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 VA Fig. 75
H Jar 8b 04 9103 2481 CO01-1007-164 Room floor 9.1 9 VA Fig. 75
I Jar17b 04 3146 977 C01-0167/69-078 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 YA Fig. 75
J Jar17b 04 3078 923 C01-0177/79-074 Ashy fill/surfaces 9.2 9 VA Fig. 75

For other relevant illustrated material from the same phase, see C01:074/078, Ashy fill/surfaces, pls. 43:A, J,
K; 44:K, O, P; 45:G, K, N; 47:B; 48K, L, Q; 49:B, I, N, O; 50:G; 52:], K
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Figure 103. Area C01, Phase 10 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowlda 03 3076 914 C01-0177/78-068 Plastered basin 102 10 VA  Fig. 76
B Unass. 03 3077 D917  C01-0177/78-068 Plastered basin 102 10 VA  Fig. 76
C Bowl4a 03 8009 D2070 C01-1007/08-145 Floor 10.1 10 VA  Fig. 76
D Bowl4a 03/04 3076 914 C01-0177/78-068 Plastered basin 102 10 VA  Fig. 76
E Jar 8a 03 2449 791 C01-0177-072 Ash/plaster surface 10.2 10 VA  Fig. 76
F Pedestal base 04 2449 791 C01-0177-072 Ash/plaster surface 10.2 10 VA  Fig. 76
G Jar 2b 03 3076 914 C01-0177/78-068 Plastered basin 102 10 VA  Fig. 76
H Jar 19a 29 8401 2233  C01-1008-145 Floor 10.1 10 VA Fig. 76

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see: C01:072 (= 155), Ash/plaster surface, 10.2,
pls. 47:P, 49:C, 50:H, 51:J; and C01:145, Floor, 10.1, pl. 47:1.
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Figurc 104. Area CO1, Phase 11 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Plan

A  Bowl le 04 7974 2032 C01-0937-146 Plaster floor 11.2 11 IVB Fig. 77
B — 08 1974 D586 C01-0179-060 Burnt floor 11.1 11 IVB Fig. 77
C Bowl9%b 04 1974 D586 C01-0179-060 Burnt floor 11.1 11 IVB Fig. 77
D Jar 34c 09 1610 486 C01-0189-059 Burnt floor 11.1 11 IVB Fig. 77

For other relevant illustrated material from the same phase, see C01:059/60/61, Burnt floors, 11.1, pls. 60:C,
61:F, 81:E, 82:L
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Figure 105. Area C01, Phase 13 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
Jar 29a 08 3123 730 C01-0958-009 Floor/suprafloor 13.1 13 IVB Fig. 79
Bowl le 04 0695 128 C01-01-008 Fall over floor 13.1 13 IVB Fig. 79

Bowl le 04 6015 1636 C01-1009/19/29-073 Pebble surface 132 13 IVB Fig. 79
Bowl 10a 04 6015 1636 C01-1009/19/29-073 Pebble surface 13.2 13 IVB Fig. 79
Jar 16¢ 04 6015 1636 C01-1009/19/29-073 Pebble surface 13.2 13 IVB Fig. 79
Jar 16¢ 04 0695 128 C01-01-008 Fall over floor 13.1 13 IVB Fig. 79

Mmoo = >

For other relevant illustrated matcrials from the same phase, see:

Context Nature Unit Illustration
C01:008 Fall over floor 13.1 Pls. 54:H, 89:H, 92:G
C01:009 Floor and suprafloor 13.1 Pl. 85:K
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Figure 106. Area CO1, Phase 14 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl 10a 04 0453 103 C01-0177/79-005 Fall over floor 14.1 14 IVB Fig. 80
B Jar 16b 04 4368 DI1288 (C01-1017/27-098 Suprafloor 14.3 14 IVB Fig. 80
C Jar 18a 04 0640 124 C01-01-005 Fall over floor 14.1 14 IVB Fig. 80
D Jar 34c 09 2148 665 C01-0939/49-064 Surface — 14 IVB Fig. 80
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same phase, see:
Context Nature Unit Hlustration

C01:005 Fall over floor 14.1 Pls. 68:E, 69:J, 73:1, 93:D

C01:046 Suprafloor 14.3 Pl 90:K

C01:098 Suprafloor 14.3 Pl. 64:F
N ) B \ '
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Figure 107. Area C01, Phase 15 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan

A Bowlle 04 0484 096 C01-06-003 Plaster floor 15.1 15 IVB Fig. 81
B Bowlle 04 0484 096 C01-06-003 Plaster floor 15.1 15 IVB Fig. 81
C Bowlle 04 1099 244 C01-1017/27-029 Suprafloor 15.3 15 IVB Fig. 81
D Bowlle 04 0146 008 C01-01-003 Plaster floor 15.1 15 IVB Fig. 81
E Bowl8a 04 0146 008 C01-01-003 Plaster floor 15.1 15 IVB Fig. 81
F Bowl8a 04 0203 019 C01-01-003 Plaster floor 15.1 15 IVB Fig. 81
G Bowl9%a 04 1139 292 C01-1019-034 Fall over surface 15.2 15 IVB Fig. 81
H Bowl i10b 04 0203 019 C01-01-003 Plaster floor 15.1 15 IVB Fig. 81
I Jar 4a 04 0203 019 C01-01-003 Plaster floor 15.1 15 IVB Fig. 81
J Jar34b 09 1391 366 C01-1027/28-043 Surface 15.2 15 IVB Fig. 81
K Jar34b 09 1139 292 C01-1019-034 Fall over surface 15.2 15 IVB Fig. 81
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CHAPTER 3

AREA F
by Leon Marfoe

INTRODUCTION

The third area of excavation for discussion is Area F. Initiated during the 1980 season, Area F was
originally intended to be both the lowest step of the Area A siep trench and the connecting link between
soundings on the northern and southern mounds. Consequently, Area F was laid out at the lowest point of the
saddle area between the two mounds, on the north-south datum line along which Arcas A and COl were
aligned. Since it was originally excavated as part of Area A, Area F was referred to in all field records as
“A03” and was only designated as a separate area, F, when it became clear that the original goal of uniting
Areas A and C01 would prove impracticable. Only one half of a 3 x 5 meter step was probed during the brief
1980 scason due to the inhibiting depth of wash that had accumulated in the saddle. It was this deep soil
overburden in Area F and the related layers in the lowest steps of the step trench (A10-A11-A12) that made
any further extension of Area A to the north unprofitable.

After the initial season of work in Arca F, excavations there were not resumed until 1983, when the
original step was enlarged to a 4 X 4 meter independent sounding.! Specifically, its objective was to test a
hypothesis generated by the two other vertical soundings, Areas A and C01, namely that the only timespans in
which both the north and south mounds of Kurban Hoyiik were occupied simultaneously where Periods VI and
IV (Late Chalcolithic and mid-late EB). As the sequence described below indicates, this hypothesis was indeed
confirmed. And, despite its relatively low priority in the excavation strategy, Area F yiclded results sufficiently
unique to exceed the original expectations.

THE STRATIGRAPHY

As seen in the south section of Area F (fig. 113), the occupational layers there were sealed by some two
meters of debris washed down from the slopes surrounding the saddle. The most distinctive featurc of the
uppermost occupational phases was a series of wall systems dating to Period IV. These walls effectively
partitioned the sounding into two partially independent sequences since they were sectioned but not totally
removed (due to time and manpower constraints). In delineating a single phasing sequence, therefore, the
excavators relied principally on the deposits uncovered to the west of the wall systems, where a longer
occupational sequence was obtained. It should be noted, however, that the lowest 2.50 meters of this latter
sequence was obtained only in a small probe in the southwestern corner of the trench. The deposits to the east
of the wall system are correlated with the more complete sequence of phases to the west wherever possible.

1. Due to the need to straighten the balks which had eroded significantly since 1980, the trench was expanded
0.50 meter to the north, east, and west. Towards the south, it was expanded by one meter so as to form a 4 x 4
meter sounding. Thus, as an independent sounding, the west balk of Area F was no longer aligned with the main
north-south datum line of the site as had been the case when the area was first probed in 1980, although the
area as a whole still ran parallel to it.

169
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PERIOD VI: LATE CHALCOLITHIC

PHASE 1: Section (fig. 113), Ceramics (fig. 114)

The lowest point reached in the sounding was at a relative elevation of 84.83 meters, or roughly 6.50
meters beneath the surface of the saddle (91.31 meters), where groundwater was encountered. This
groundwater, which appears to be close to the original spring source of the site, probably seeped through the
interface between the two subterraces straddled by the north and south mounds of Kurban Hoyiik, and drained
westwards to form a small gully across the saddle. The lowest layers excavated in the sounding are thus natural
deposits formed by gully deposition and scouring. These deposits consisted of a thick bed of densely packed
cobbles within a very moist matrix of fine gray clay, some 0.80-1.00 meter of which was excavated (Loci
066/068). This was overlain by a thinner (about 30 cm) layer in which the cobbles disappeared gradually and a
fine gray clay predominated over a scatter of smaller pebbles (Loci 064/065, 054 Lower). Such stratification, of
course, is characteristic of water deposition. A sparse scattering of Late Chalcolithic sherds, few of which were
diagnostic, was found interspersed throughout both sets of layers, increasing in density towards the topmost
layers. However, no occupational surface was identified, and it can be construed that although human activities
may have taken place nearby, these layers did not form part of a habitation deposit. Furthermore, the relative
lack of diagnostics makes it impossible to date the layers accurately in terms of the two subperiods of Period
VI, although it should be noted that two beveled rim bowl sherds were found.

Relevant Loci
Cobble layers 066, 067/068 0.80 m3
Silt layers 064/065 = 054 Lower 0.30 m?

PERIOD IVC: MID EB

PHASE 2: Section (fig. 113)

The deposits of the Late Chalcolithic period just described are sealed by a compacted, dark brown fill layer
(about 25-30 cm thick), probably representing the long span of time over which the spring was gradually silted
up and fell out of use. In any case, this sector of the site was not occupied again until sometime around the
middle of the third millennium B.C., in what we, on the basis of ceramic and other evidence, believe to be
Period IVC. At that time, it is fairly clear that the spring was no longer accessible 1o the local inhabitants.

The earliest occupational phase assigned to Period IVC appears to be a thin (about 12 ¢m) pebble
“surface” (Locus 061) sealing the fill layer described above. Over this pebble layer was a thin occupational
layer composed mostly of ashy silt.

Relevant Loci
Compacted fill 062 = 054 Upper = 053 Lower 0.50 m3
Pebble surface 061 = 053 Middle 0.25 m3

Comments: The ashy layer overlying the pebble surface was excavated as part of the overlying Phase 3
Locus 060. Locus 061 includes, in addition, a small portion of the underlying fill.

PHASE 3: Section (fig. 113)

Superimposed on the occupational remains just described was a plaster floor (Locus 060) which effectively
sealed the ashy silt layer overlying the Phase 2 pebble surface.

Relevant Loci
Plaster floor 060 = 053 Upper 0.10 m3

Comments: Both Loci 060 and 053 Upper include the ashy material just beneath the floor, which is partly
the Phase 2 suprafloor fill.
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PHASE 4: Section (fig. 113), Ceramics (fig. 115)

In this phase, a third plaster floor (Loci 059 = 052 Lower) was built over the previous surface. Between the
two surfaces was occupational debris roughly 12-22 cm in thickness. Above the floor was a dark brown ashy
occupational layer, which in turn was sealed by an ash lens.

Relevant Loci
Plaster surface: 059 = 052 Lower 0.50 m3
Suprafloor fill: 058 = 052 Upper 0.20 m3

Comments: Locus 059 includes the subfloor fill of Phase 4, but may also include the suprafloor deposit of
the preceding phase.

PHASE 5: Section (fig. 113)

The ash lens sealing Phase 4 is in fact one of two consecutive ash lenses, between which was found a
brown fill with indications of burning (Locus 057). The ash lenses may have been individual but ephemeral
surfaces. Overlying these burnt layers and scparated by a dark brown clayey soil was a poor pebble surface
(Locus 056). This surface, in turn, was sealed by a brown clayey soil, which may represent either suprafloor
debris over the pebble surface or the bedding for a clear plaster floor assigned to Phase 6 (Locus 055). In short,
Phase 5 consists of at least two probable occupational surfaces grouped together arbitrarily for convenience.
These layers were sandwiched between the two clearer plaster floors of Phases 4 and 6. The total thickness of
the layers assigned to Phase 5 was roughly 25 cm.

Relevant Loci
Burnt layer over lower ash lens 057 = 051 Lower™
Pebble surface/fill over upper ash lens 056 = 051 Lower™
Fill over pebble surface 055 = 051 Lower”

*Total volume: 0.35 m3

PHASE 6: Plan (fig. 108)

The distinguishing feature of this phase was a small wall (Locus 050) which represents the earliest
architectural construction found in the sounding. The stone foundations of this wall (fig. 108) were orientated in
an east-west alignment and were exposed for a length of 1.30 meters within the probe. These foundations had
cut down into Phase 4 deposits. The southernmost row consisted of distinctively larger stones, and it is evident
that this edge formed an exterior face. This is confirmed by the existence of an associated interior floor just
north of the wall (Locus 051 Upper). This floor was defined by patches of brown-white plaster and charcoal.

Relevant Loci
Wall and wall foundations 050
Plaster floor 051 Upper 0.20 m?

Comments: Locus 051 includes material immediately beneath and above the plaster floor.

PHASE 7: Section (fig. 113)

Directly superimposed on the Phase 6 plaster {loor just discussed was found a second and later floor which
is probably associated with the superstructure of Wall 050. This upper floor (Locus 048) consisted of flat-lying
pebbles and some flat limestone fragments over a bedding of red-brown gritty material—presumably brick wash
from the earlier usage of Wall 050—and was only found north of the wall. Floor 048, in turn, was sealed by a
red-brown, gray-green layer of mudbrick wash.
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Relevant Loci
Wall superstructure 050
Pebble floor/subfloor fill or fall 048 0.50 m3
Brick wash/suprafloor fill 046 Lower 0.35 m3

PERIOD IVB: MID-LATE EB

PHASE 8: Section (fig. 113}, Ceramics (fig. 116)

The division between Periods IVC and IVB outlined here is rather arbitrary, and is based on the
assignment of all layers associated with the major wall systems found in the trench to Period IVB. It is
assumed—but with a high degree of confidence—that these large-scale architectural features are related to
similar structures attested in construction programs assigned to Period IVB in other areas (principally Areas A,
C, and CO01).

Phase 8 represents the first floor level (Locus 046 Upper) that can be reasonably associated with the
earliest major wall system, Wall 047/070. Floor 046 Upper was defined mainly by patches of gray-green plaster
and flat-lying finds. However, it should be noted that there was no stratigraphic connection between this floor
and Wall 047/070, since the floor was excavated only in the deep probe and the bottom course of the wall was
not excavated. Since most of the major architecture of this period in other areas is characterized by stone
foundations emerging above ground level, it is assumed that the rough correlation in elevation between the
lowest excavated course of the wall (about 87.25 meters) and the floor (87.28-87.38 meters) is an indication of
contemporancity. Nevertheless, it is not impossible that the floor could be earlier. Similarly, the possibility
exists that earlier phases of the major wall system remain unexcavated, contemporaneous with some of the
phases assigned to Period IVC,

Relevant Loci

Wall
Foundations 047
Superstructure 070
Plaster floor/suprafloor fill: 046 Upper 0.80 m3

PHASES 9-11: Plan (fig. 109), Section (fig. 113), Ceramics (fig. 117)

Phases 911 are distinguished by a sequence of floors which could be clearly associated with the use of
Wall 047/070. That wall represents the earliest in a long series of superimposed walls in Area F that attest to
the continued use of the saddle area in Period IVB as the locus of what must have been substantial structures.
Thus, it is clear that the nearby spring which had been in use in the Late Chalcolithic period had long fallen
into disuse by Period IVB.

The principal evidence for Wall 047/070 was its stone foundations (Locus 047). These foundations
extended across the trench in a north-south alignment. Although the entire width of the wall was only exposed
in a one meter stretch (where the upper phases of the wall system were cross sectioned), it was clear that it
was built by facing the sides of the foundation with large, fairly rough limestone blocks enclosing a rubble core
of small stones. This distinctive construction technique is also found in a number of walls in the Area C
building complex, also assigned to Period IVB. The width of the wall was 1.20 meters and its preserved height
was some 40 cm (three courses), but as noted earlier, the bottom of the foundations were not excavated. During
excavation, the superstructure of Wall 047/070 (Locus 070) could not be differentiated neatly from the
surrounding mudbrick fall/wash to the west. However, it can be seen in the south section (fig. 113) that the
superstructure was preserved to a height of about 60 cm. Also clear from that section is the fact that no
intervening packing or bedding fill layer separated the superstructure of the wall and the immediately
superimposed wall system, Wall 011/030.

The phasing sequence is derived from the series of associated floors west of Wall 047/070. A medium
brown-red bricky fill overlies the preceding Phase 8 floor, and forms the bedding for a very patchy green-white
plastered surface (Locus 044), marking Phase 9. Another layer of brown-red fill seals the Phase 9 floor and
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forms the bedding for a better preserved greenish plaster floor (Locus 041), which in turn marks Phase 10. In
the occupational debris immediately over Floor 041 was found a copper pin (pl. 159:D). A densely packed
brown layer of bricky material overlaid Floor 41, and in turn formed the bedding for the third and last floor
associated with Wall 047/070. Like the Phase 9 surface, this floor was only preserved in patches of white-green
plaster (Locus 037).

The series of plastered floors just described clearly indicate that the space to the west of Wall 047/070
formed a room interior. This is confirmed by the deposits to the east of the wall, where associated surfaces
were much more difficult to delineate. The earliest layer excavated in the eastern portion of the trench which
was associated with Wall 047/070 was a dark brown fill with patches and flecks of charcoal (Locus 049). This
was followed by a softer brown layer with more abundant patches of charcoal (Locus 045). This layer extended
up to and partly overlaid the top course of the wall. Layers 049 and 045 may both represent exterior spaces.
Superimposed over these layers was a gray black bricky material, possibly charred mudbrick debris (Locus
043). This last layer formed the bedding for a very poor (possible) plastered floor, which was discerned as
white patches over a limited area (also Locus 043). Finally this floor was sealed by another dark brown bricky
fill or collapse (Locus 039). In short, the layers to the east of Wall 047/070 represent a complex independent
sequence that can not always be correlated with the clearer sequence of plaster floors to the west of the wall.

Relevant Loci
Wall
Foundations 047
Superstructure 070
West (interior)
Phase 9
Plaster floor and subfloor fill 044 0.90 m3
Phase 10
Subfloor fill 042 0.70 m3
Plaster floor 041 2 cm thick
Suprafloor fill 040 0.20 m3
Phase 11
Subfloor fill 038 1.00 m3
Plaster floor 037 1 cm thick
Suprafloor fill 036 0.10 m?
East (exterior?)
Earliest ashy fill 049 0.10 m?
Second ashy fill/surface? 045 0.15 m?
Plaster floor over burnt bricky debris? 043 0.40 m3
Upper bricky fill 039 0.30 m3

PHASE 12: Plan (fig. 110), Ceramics (fig.118)

The succession of floors and fill associated with Wall 047/070 outlined above in our discussion of Phases
9-11 suggests a continuous usage of the initial stage of the Period IVB wall system without any fundamental
modifications to the wall itself, In contrast, later stages of the wall system are marked by fewer associated
floors and more extensive modifications. In Phase 12, a new wall (Loci 011/030) was built over the
superstructure of the previous wall, along the same orientation but shifted 3040 cm to the west. In the limited
area of exposure, it appears to have been slightly wider than the preceding wall system, about 1.30-1.40
meters, but constructed in a similar manner. The preserved height of the stone foundations (Locus 011) was
about 60 cm and about two or three very rough courses could be distinguished. The lowest course appears to
have been made of fairly rough limestone blocks, at least along the northern section of the wall. The
foundations had been dug into the thick fill that had accumulated on both sides of the earlier wall system (Loci
047/070) and were laid directly over its superstructure. It is possible that much of Wall 011/030 had aiready
been destroyed before the next phase of construction was commenced, since a thick layer of wall fall including
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both bricky material from the superstructure and stones from the foundation was found west of the wall.
Consequently, only a small segment of the superstructure (Locus 030) was found in situ on the upper east face
of the foundations.

West of Wall 011/030, in what must have been the interior of a room, an associated surface was found
(Locus 031). Not being plastered, this surface was difficult to trace and was distinguished mostly by the
occurrence of flat-lying pottery. On this surface near the west balk were found several large fragments of a
partially reconstructible, elaborately incised, tubular stand (pl. 74:C). Floor 031 had been laid over a thick
(about 50-60 cm) layer of red/brown wash/collapse sealing the Phase 11 remains and, in turn, was sealed by a
layer of wall fall and tumble. East of Wall 011/030, another poor surface, also unplastered, could be
distinguished (Locus 024). Once again, the surface was difficult to trace but was marked by flat-lying pottery
and some pebbles. Like the surface west of the central wall, Surface 024 too was laid over a thick layer of
brown clayey fill, some 70 cm in depth, and extended up to a wall (Locus 025) which was barely exposed in
the east and north sections of the trench. Thus, this surface appears to have formed a narrow exterior corridor or
street between two separate buildings. Although only a very small section of Wall 025 was actually excavated,
it appears to have extended parallel to Wall 011/030 in the center of the trench. Wall 025 was made of large
limestone blocks fairly well fitted together and evidently was as substantial as the main exposed wall system.
Although it was preserved to a height of 80 cm (four courses) no obvious modifications could be detected in the
small exposed area. This is somewhat surprising since Wall 025 remained in use into Phases 13 and 14.

Relevant Loci

Central wall

Foundations 011
Superstructure 030
Eastern wall
Foundations 025
West
Subfloor fill 032 =033 2.40 m3?
Floor 031 0.40 m3
Suprafloor fill/tumble 022 Lower 1.20 m?
East
Subfloor fill 029 =010 1.70 m3
Floor/Suprafloor fill 024 0.70 m3

Comments: There is no clearly defined stratigraphic connection between the fill layers 032/033 and
029/010, but they may represent the same layer. Most of this fill should be considered collapse.

PHASE 13: Plan (fig. 111), Section (fig. 113), Ceramics (fig. 119)

As noted above, Wall 011/030 appcars to have been destroyed before the construction of Phase 13
commenced. The principal evidence for this is a 0.50 meter thick layer of brick fall and tumbled foundation
stones to the west, sealing the Phase 12 floor.

The Period IVB wall system was rebuilt again in Phase 13 with a new wall (Locus 008) directly in line
with the previous wall, but again shifted some 30 cm to the west. To provide a flat foundation for this new
wall, the old foundations of Wall 011/030 were leveled with a fine compacted mud packing varying in thickness
up to a maximum of 30 cm (Locus 069: fig. 113). Since Wall 008 was cleared along its entire length, a fuller
description of its construction is possible. The preserved height of the stone foundations varied from two to
three courses, about 40-50 cm. The limestone blocks used were rough boulders, the largest of which were about
20-25 cm in diameter. Some attempt was made to dress the courses forming the external faces of the wall. In
any case, these outer courses were laid roughly in an alternating header-stretcher fashion, while the core of the
wall was composed of a less regularly laid course. This three course wide wall was slightly narrower (1.20
meters) than its predecessors. Due to the long period of wash accumulation in the saddle, only a vaguely
defined superstructure could be discerned and traced.
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Clearly associated with Wall 008 was Wall 025, which has already been described in connection with the
Phase 12 remains and which appears to continue unchanged from that phase. As was the case in Phase 12, the
two walls within the trench were connected by a poorly preserved surface (Locus 023), which once again formed
an exterior corridor or street between two buildings. This surface was marked by flat-lying sherds and pebbles.
West of Wall 008, however, in the area in which in the preceding phase had been a room interior, no surface
could be traced.

Relevant Loci

Central wall

Foundations 008
Eastern wall
Foundations 025
East
Surface and suprafloor 023 0.40 m?
Fill between Walls 008 and 025 007 = 009 2.40 m?
West
Gray/brown fill/surface(?) 022 Upper 0.70 m3

PHASE 14: Plan (fig. 112), Section (fig. 113), Ceramics (fig. 120)

The final phase of occupation in the saddle appears to be a phase of reuse of the Phase 13 structures. As
noted above, Wall 025 continues into this last phase. In the central wall system, however, Wall 008 was
modified extensively. The preserved evidence for this modification was localized to the south half of the trench.
A thin bed of mud plaster and some flat limestone blocks were laid over the foundations of Wall 008 to form a
level base for a new wall (Locus 014). Only one or two courses of this wall addition were prescrved, seldom
exceeding 20 cm in height. The wall itself was rather crude, consisting of two outer courses of fairly large,
rough blocks (approximately the same size as those for Wall 008), which form the face of an carthen core. At
least part of this core may be formed by the eroded superstructure of Wall 008. Hence Wall 014 is clearly a
modification of the previous wall.

As with all surfaces and layers of these upper phascs in Area F, the associated floors were difficult to
define due to the accumulation of wash in the saddle over a long period of time. To the west of Wall 014, a
dense brown layer appears to indicate brick collapse from the wall superstructure. Between Walls 014 and 025
was traced a well-defined pebble surface (Loci 017, 020). Associated with this pebble surface was a thin layer
of soft yellow-brown occupation debris with sherd scatters and patches of ash. The pebble surface appears to
indicate that the postulated street of Phases 12 and 13 continued in use in Phase 14. In one small corner there
is evidence of stone wall collapse, but otherwise the entire phasc is sealed by thick layers of wash
accumulating to a depth of about 1.50-1.75 meters.

Relevant Loci

Central wall

Foundations 014
Superstructure 012
Eastern wall
Foundations 025
East
Subfloor fill 019 0.20 m3
Pebble surface 017
Surface and suprafloor fill 015 =016 = 020 0.40 m3 West

Fall and possible surfaces 018 0.20 m3
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Relevant Loci (cont.)

West

Fall and possible surfaces 018 0.20 m?
Non-occupational

Wall collapse 027

Wash layers 001, 002, 003, 005, 006, 013, 026

Comments. Locus 020 includes portions of the pebble surface (017).

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION

PERIOD VI: PHASE 1

The earliest attested occupation of the saddle occurred in the Late Chalcolithic period. The emphasis here
is on occupation, since it seems obvious that the spring outlet in this sector must have been in use in even
earlier periods. However, the absence of evidence for Periods VIII and VII suggests that there was no actual
settlement between the north and south mounds until Period VI. It should be noted, however, that the Area F
Phase 1 layers are probably not actual habitation surfaces, since they lie almost directly over the drainage from
the spring outlet. Nevertheless, the ceramics recovered in those layers indicate that a Period VI occupation is to
be found nearby and that therefore during the Late Chalcolithic period settlement certainly extended into the
saddle area.

PERIOD IVC: PHASES 2-7

Period IVC in Area F is defined simply as those layers with mid-late EB materials that appear to predate
the series of massive superimposed walls in the upper part of the sounding (Phases 8-14). That series is
assigned to Period IVB on the basis of correlations with the similarly impressive construction programs
discernible in Areas A, C, and C0l1. However, as the bottom courses of the foundation of the earliest wall
system uncovered in the trench were never excavated, it is impossible to be absolutely certain whether still
earlier versions remain undiscovered. The termination of Period IVC at Phase 7 is therefore a conservative one,
although one that appears supported by the ceramic evidence.? Phase 7 represents the latest phase for which
there is no direct evidence of a stratigraphic connection with the directly superimposed wall systems.

It is evident that the spring outlet in the saddle had gradually silted over between Periods VI and IVC. The
lack of evidence for Period V may indicate that this occurred after the abandonment of the Period VI settlement
rather than in Period V itself. However this may be, the reoccupation of the site in the mid-late EB did not
occur solely on the south mound, but also in at least a portion of the saddle. Whether or not this Period IVC
settlement encompassed all of the south mound and the saddle is uncertain, but if so, it was fairly extensive.
More probably, however, it covered the northern part of the south mound and the saddle. Insofar as may be
discerned on the basis of the relatively small exposures available from both of the excavated areas where an
occupation datable to Period IVC was encountered {Areas A and F), that occupation appears to have been
primarily domestic in character. The significance of the Area F deposits for Period IVC is that they appear to
confirm the limited evidence available for this period in Area A. Indeed, although there are more phases of
Period IVC in the Area F sounding than in the step trench, the thickness of the deposits in both areas (about
1.20 meters in Area F) is not too disparate.

PERIOD IVB: PHASES 8-14

The wall systems that define this period in Area F may be separated, in fact, into two distinct building
periods. The earliest is that represented by Wall 047/070 in use throughout Phases 8-11, which, as noted
above, appears to have formed part of a massive construction program that took place across the site. More
specifically, we would correlate this building period with Phase 13 in Area A, Building Phase IIB in Area C,

2. See below, Part Two, Chapter 10, pp. 311ff.
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and Phases 11-14 in Area C0O1. The second and latest building period is represented by the sequence of Walls
011/030, 008, 014, and Wall 025 (Phases 12-14). These various phases of building modification are probably
to be correlated with Phase 14 in Area A, Building Phase IIA in Area C, and Phase 15 in Area CO1.

It is surely significant that the size and construction technique observed in the Area F major wall systems
are closely matched in some Period IVB walls in Area C, specifically in Trench C35 (fig. 121). Moreover, the
orientation of the Area F walls also appears to be roughly similar to that of far-away walls in Area C. The
possibility that the corridor between Walls 011/030, 008, 014 in the central portion of the Area F exposure and
Wall 025 to the east may be a pebble-surfaced street similar 1o that in Area C (Units 1 and 2, fig. 121) is
further suggestive of the architectural similarities between Areas F and C. If so, it seems likely that Area F
represents part of the same settlement quarter or zone as Area C, and that this zone extended over at least 100
meters in a north-south direction.
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Figure 111. Area F, Phase 13 Plan.
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Figure 114. Area F, Phase 1 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware  MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Section
A Bowl 26¢ 13 12276 367 F01-05-067  Cobble/silt layer — 1 VI Fig. 113
B  Bowl 13 13 12268 359 F01-05-065  Cobble/silt layer — 1 VI Fig. 113
C Bowl 13 13 12276 372 F01-05-068  Cobble/silt layer — 1 VI Fig. 113
D Unass. 13 12276 372 F01-05-068  Cobble/silt layer — 1 VI Fig. 113
E Bowl 26c 13 12276 372 F01-05-068  Cobble/silt layer — 1 VI Fig. 113
B
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Figure 115. Area F, Phase 4 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Section
A  Bowl b 04 12187 328 F01-05-058 Suprafloor —_ 4 IvC Fig. 113
B  Bowl le 04 12157 297 F01-05-052 Suprafloor — 4 IvC Fig. 113
C Bowll 04 12157 297 F01-05-058 Suprafloor — 4 IvC Fig. 113
D Jar 3c 04 12157 297 F01-05-058 Suprafloor — 4 IvC Fig. 113
E Jar 16b 04 12157 297 F01-05-058 Suprafloor — 4 IvC Fig. 113
F  Deco. 402 05 12187 328 F01-05-058 Suprafloor — 4 IvC Fig. 113
G Jar 34b 09 12151 291 F01-05-052 Suprafloor — 4 vC Fig. 113
H Unass. 09 12187 328 F01-05-058 Suprafloor — 4 IveC Fig. 113
I  Jar 34b 09 12159 290 F01-05-052 Plaster floor — 4 IvC Fig. 113
\ !/ /
A /
D
F
32
B
G
C
E
(—” 20
H / t
|
Figure 116. Area F, Phase 8 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature  Unit Ph. Per. Section
A Bowl le 04 12117 257 F01-05-046 Floor, suprafloor — 8 IVB Fig. 113
B Jar 16b 04 12117 257 F01-05-046 Floor, suprafloor — 8 IVB Fig. 113
C Jar 31 08 12117 257 F01-05-046 Floor, suprafloor — 8 IVB Fig. 113
18
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Figure 117. Area F, Phases 9-11 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per.  Section
A Bowlle 04 12120 260 F01-05-045  Ashy fill/surface (?) — 9-11 IVB  Fig. 113
B Bowlle 04 12120 260 F01-05-045  Ashy fill/surface (?) — - IVB  Fig. 113
C Jar 34c 09 12120 260 F01-05-045  Ashy fill/surface (?) — - IVB  Fig. 113
D Jar l6¢c 04 12142 282 F01-05-049  Ashy fill/surface (?) — 9-11 IVB  Fig. 113

For other relevant illustrated material from the same phase, sce F01:049, Ashy fill/surface (?), 9-11, pl. 54:V

(. '
A 7
B Cc
Figure 118. Area F, Phase 12 Pottery. Scale 2:5
Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph Per. Plan
A Bowl le 04 12009 149 F01-05-024 Floor, suprafloor — 12 IVB Fig. 110
B Bowl 1b 04 12038 178 F01-05-031 Surface — 12 1VB Fig. 110
C Jar3c 04 11985 D138 F01-05-024 Floor, suprafloor — 12 IVB Fig. 110
D Jar 3d 04 11985 D138 F01-05-024 Floor, suprafloor — 12 IVB Fig. 110
E Jar l6¢c 04 11985 D138 F01-05-024 Floor, suprafloor — 12 IVB Fig. 110
F Jar 34b 09 11985 D138 F01-05-024 Floor, suprafloor — 12 IVB Fig. 110
G Handle 09 11985 D138 F01-05-024 Floor, suprafloor — 12 IVB Fig. 110
H Deco. 402 05 12009 149 F01-05-024 Floor, suprafloor — 12 IVB Fig. 110

For other relevant illustrated material from the same phase, see F01:031, Surface, pl. 74:C

/

N4

ﬂ\

/ (X =



oi.uchicago.edu

184 TOWN AND COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTERN ANATOLIA

Figure 119. Area F, Phase 13 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A  Bowl 1b 04 11957 097 F01-05-023 Surface, suprafloor — 13 IVB Fig. 111
B Bowl 8b 04 11957 097 F01-05-023 Surface, suprafloor — 13 IVB Fig. 111
C Jar 18b 04 11957 097 F01-05-023 Surface, suprafloor — 13 IVB Fig. 111

For other relevant illustrated material from the same phase, see F01:023, Surface, suprafloor, pl. 90:1

A ’

Figure 120. Area F, Phase 14 Pottery. Scale 2:5

Type Ware  MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl8a 04 11909 049 F01-05-016 Suprafloor — 14 IVB Fig. 112
B Bowl8 04 11917 057 F01-05-017 Pebble surface  — 14 IVB Fig. 112
C Bowlle 04 11909 049 F01-05-016 Suprafloor — 14 IVB Fig. 112
D Jar 16b 04 11909 049 F01-05-016 Suprafloor — 14 1VB Fig. 112
E Jar 34c 09 11909 049 F01-05-016 Suprafloor — 14 1VB Fig. 112
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CHAPTER 4

AN OVERVIEW OF THE HORIZONTAL EXPOSURES
by Leon Marfoe

INTRODUCTION

Before the presentation of a discussion of the ceramic sequence from Kurban H@yiik, the small finds, and a
concluding survey of the history of settlement at the site, it is necessary to provide here a brief overview of the
horizontal exposures as minimal background information required for a clearer understanding of the discussions
which follow. Such an overview, however, is at this point necessarily skeletal as it draws upon data from
operations still undergoing analysis. As already noted, a full presentation of the stratigraphic, architectural,
ceramic, artifactual, and economic data from the horizontal areas is currently in preparation and will appear as
the third and last volume of the current series. Nevertheless, at this stage of the analysis it is possible to
present preliminary discussions and schematic plans of the architectural remains of the horizontal areas.
Obviously, an apology is necessary for the inclusion of some preliminary conclusions in what is meant to be a
final report. Yet, it should already be clear from the preceding chapters that a more comprehensive
reconstruction of chronology and site history is impossible without reference to other results of the project
beyond those from the stratigraphic sequences.

As noted in the introduction, an essentially stratigraphic history was never the main objective of the
horizontal exposures and sector probes. The purpose of this project instead was to reconstruct a cross-sectional
view of settlement organization and social groupings at the site during its main period of occupation, the mid-
late EB. As the following overview of the relevant areas shows, however, the excavations did not yield a
coherent Period IV settlement across the site, but rather significant exposures of two different periods, Periods
III and IV, with two distinct subperiods being represented for the later. Each period was therefore sampled to a
lesser and more biased degree than was originally hoped. Preliminary analyses of these results, however,
suggest that a study of patterned organization within (and possibly between) sectors may prove to be a
productive approach, and one which will be explored further in the forthcoming volume IIT of the final Kurban
Hoyiik reports.

In attempting to correlate the Phases of the stratigraphic sequence with the Building Phases of the
horizontal exposures, it should be remembered that the latter are still provisional. However, the correlation of
Periods should be considered final.

THE PERIOD IV SETTLEMENT

The earlicst of the three periods for which a substantial horizontal clearance was obtained was Period 1V,
the mid-late EB. Apart from their presence in the vertical soundings already discussed, Areas A, C01, and F,
Period IV remains were encountered in Areas B, C, and G, as well as in very limited probes in Area D.! The

1. In addition, very limited evidence of the period also was recovered from soil test pits near the eastemn edge of
the site, sealed by later deposition from the nearby alluvial fan. For location, see Wilkinson 1986, p. 132, figure
18 (“Pit 57).
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only excavated area in which mid-late EB remains were not found was the sector probe Area E, but this is
undoubtedly because the probe was stopped at a relatively shallow depth.2 The widespread scatter of the Period
IV material on the surface of the mound converges with the evidence from the diverse excavated sectors (o
suggest that the Period IV settlement extended across most of the six hectares or so of the site, at least for a
short period of time, and certainly so in Period IVB.

As argued in a preceding chapter in greater detail, the fortification wall in the step trench (Area A: Phase
13) in use in Period IVB suggests that the south mound may have been walled off as a separate quarter from
the remainder of the site. It is possible, however, that the construction of that massive wall may have preceded
the expansion and overlapped in usage with it. However this may be, a single enclosure for the entire site was
never found, and it may be argued from the shape of the settlement in Period IVB—i.e., a vaguely crescent-
shaped plan—that none ever existed.

AREA C, BUILDING PHASES IIA-B

Plan (fig. 121), Architectural Photographs (figs. 125, 126), Ceramics (fig. 133)

Area C, located on top of the smaller northern mound was the second largest horizontal exposure cleared
(fig. 3). The remains uncovered there may be dated to the end of the Period IVB sequence on the basis of
evidence from the nearby sounding in Area CO1. As will be recalled, the five successive mid-late EB phases of
the CO1 sequence appear to represent successive rebuildings along a similar plan of a single architectural
complex, apparently part of the major reorganization of settlement that took place over several sectors of the
site in Period IVB. The last of the CO1 Period IVB phases, Phase 15, is in fact stratigraphically connected and
may be cquated wholly with the main exposed phase of the Area C complex.

The Period IVB exposure in Area C consisted of six trenches, two of which were only cleared just beneath
topsoil (Trenches C36 and C46). The remaining trenches, Trenches C35-C45-C55-C56, and a single strip in
Trench C66, however, yielded substantial architectural remains. The total area over which these remains were
exposed was about 400 square meters. As noted above, this area includes the stratigraphic sounding, Area CO1,
which in fact is located in the eastern portion of Trench C45. Similarly, the extension of CO1 that was cut to the
south to create access steps into the sounding (termed CO2 in the field) forms the eastern part of C35. Area C
is aligned with the main north-south base line of the site, since that linec forms the eastern edge of Area CO1
(and Trench C45). Point B, the northernmost point of this base line lies at the mutual corner of Trenches C45-
C46-C55-C56. With the exception of the already mentioned single strip in Trench C66 which was dug briefly
in 1984, all Area C trenches were excavated in 1981.

Three building phases can be recognized. Unidentifiable fragmentary stone foundations of structures
immediately beneath top soil constitute all that is known of Building Phase I, which can be linked with Phase
16 in Area CO1. Aside from that area, Building Phase I remains were only found in Trench C45. With this
exception, the next phase of occupation also was recovered immediately beneath topsoil across most of Area C.
Building Phase II consisted, in fact, of numerous localized subphases of floors and building modifications of a
single coherent plan. This building phase is the one linked stratigraphically with Phase 15 in Area COl1, and
may be subdivided into two main subphases, A and B. Underlying Building Phase II was a closely related
building phase, Building Phase III, which is known to exist only because of its clearance in the Area COl
sounding and in small probes in Trenches C45, C55, and C56. This last building phase must be identical with
CO01 Phases 11-14, although no stratigraphic link exists between those lower Period IVB phases in Area CO1
and the limited Building Phase III probes elsewhere in Areca C.

Most of the features cleared in Area C belong to Building Phase IIB, which was relatively well protected
from modern plowing and cultivation. For the most part, Building Phase IIA was only fragmentarily prescrved,
except near the highest part of the north mound, in Trench C45. Some of the substantial Building Phase IIA
architectural remains preserved there were never removed. However, the evidence from the COl sounding
indicates that these remains represent only the latest modifications to a single structure spanning the whole of
Building Phases II and III and do not entail substantive changes in the plan of the area.

2. For the location of the various excavation areas just mentioned see above, figure 3.
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The central feature of the Building Phases IIA-B plan was a narrow street consisting of successive layers of
pebbles. This street was clearly in use in both subdivisions of Building Phase II, and possibly also in III (figs.
121, 126). Approximately one meter wide, the street was oriented in a north-south direction in the western half
of Trenches C35 and C45, were it was cleared for a distance of just over 20 meters (Unit 1). At the southern
edge of Trench C355, the street turned towards the east and extended in an east-west direction for another 19
meters into Trench C56 (Unit 2). Throughout its entire length, at least two distinct phases of street use were
discerned.

To the east and south of the street was found a single building complex defined and enclosed by a one
meter-thick stone foundation wall. The external face of this wall was revetted with large stones to form a curb
against the street. As noted in the preceding chapter, the orientation and construction of this wall resemble
closely those of contemporary wall systems along a similar alignment in Area F, and it is possible that both
sets of walls are components of a single planned quarter extending across the central and northern sectors of the
site.

At least four rooms within the building complex were excavated. The complex could be entered from the
street through a stone-paved doorway in the southern half of Trench C45. This doorway led into a small
antechamber (Unit 3: fig. 121) in which at least two subphases of use can be discerned. The earlier subphase
was partially preserved in Area CO1 as Unit 15.3 (fig. 81). As noted in the description of Phase 15 in Area
CO1, this antechamber led into an inner pebble-paved court (Unit 15.2 = Area C Unit 4), which may have
extended into Trench C46 to the east. North of this entry axis was a larger room with a plastered floor (Unit 5),
partially excavated as Unit 15.1 in the CO1 sounding. South of the entry axis was found a long narrow room
(Unit 6). As had been the case in Units 3 and 5 to the north, its floor too was plastered. And, as the mound was
higher at this point, its contents were better preserved. An unusually high concentration of Karababa painted
pottery was found inside this room and similar ceramics, and some discarded copper implements (pl. 159:G, H)
were found just outside the room in the street. The east wall of Unit 6 was unusual for walls in Area C in that
its mudbrick superstructure was well preserved.

The area to the west and north of the street consisted of a series of possibly related open courtyards and
work areas. Particularly interesting are four, apparently free-standing single room structures, cach roughly four
meters wide and five meters long (Units 7, 10, 11, and 14). This relative uniformity in size, however, belics
markedly different construction techniques and presumably different functions. At lcast one of these
monocellular structures, Unit 7 in Trench C56, was another entryway similar to the already discussed Unit 3
(figs. 121, 125). It was sturdily constructed, with a series of low stone steps at its northern end and a heavy
stone lintel fallen from the street entrance at its southern end. Unit 7 permitted access from the street in Trench
C56 into a number of courtyard areas immediately north and east (Units 8 and 9, respectively). These last
appear 1o represent open work areas and in Unit 8 several semi-complete grooved rim jars and cooking pots
were found. Chipped stone debitage and animal bones also were abundant. In the courtyard east of Unit 7, an
ovoid pebbled hearth was found. In the area surrounding it, several complete or semi-complete small cups and
bowls were also recovered, including a significant number of examples made in the relatively rare combed
wash ware (e.g., pls. 55:A, 79:K).

North of the Unit 8 courtyard, limited excavations in Trench C66 in 1984 revealed what appears to be the
fragmentary remains of yet another monocellular structure (Unit 10). A third such structure was found to the
west in Trench C55 (Unit 11). It was more crudely built than either Units 7 or 10 and had a small bin on its
northeast corner. Unlike the better built Unit 7 entryway, Unit 11 had a single entrance on its western side and
may have served a domestic function. In its interior were found a semi-complete cooking pot as well as a
number of complete small cups and bowls. The entrance of Unit 11 faces yet another courtyard arca where a
small hearth was found (Unit 12). Still another courtyard or work area separated the monocellular structures in
Trenches C55 and C56 (Unit 13). In this area a pebble path was found and a number of smashed but semi-
complete storage-sized jars were recovered in the vicinity. Also found were several complete combed wash
ware small bowls and cups of the very same types as were recovered in the courtyards of Trench C56 to the
east (pls. 55:B, 79:L, N, for example). The fourth monocellular structure identified was cleared in Trench C45
(Unit 14). It was only fragmentarily preserved but it was clear that it represented a flimsily built structure
similar to Unit 11 to the north in Trench C55. Another courtyard/work area immediately north of Urit 14
contained a broken storage-sized jar which had been reused as an oven (Unit 15).
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A final interpretation of the nature and function of the Building Phases I[IA-B complex in Area C awaits
further analysis, and in any case it is not the concern of this brief outline. Nevertheless, a number of obvious
and not so obvious points may be raised. First, the Area C complex is architecturally quite different from the
Period IV structures on the south mound. The main building of the Area C complex resembles more closely a
central public structure or a substantial private dwelling rather than a cluster of adjacent smaller domestic units
as were found, for example, in Area A Phase 13 (fig. 16) or in Area B (fig. 122). Second, the arrangement of
courtyards and monocellular structures around this central building suggests a specialization in work areas and
possibly in the work done. Indeed, this conclusion is supported strongly even by preliminary analyses of the
spatial distribution of remains—ceramics, chipped stone, bone, and other objects— found in those courtyards or
disposed of in the nearby streets.3

The Area C complex thus indicates a quarter distinct from that on the south mound, although possibly
related to that of Area F (and perhaps to Area G also). However, this distinction need not be analogous to “the
upper citadel” (Area A) and “lower town” (Area C) configuration mentioned earlier, although the possible
existence of the fortification wall in Period IVB may suggest this interpretation. It should be noted that the
relative elevations of Phase 13 in Area A and of Building Phase II in Area C are roughly comparable, so that
an elevated “citadel” was hardly possible at this time.

AREA G, PHASE 2
Architectural Photograph (fig. 129)

Arca G is located on the low broad terrace on the eastern portion of the north mound (fig. 3). Aligned
along the same grid as Area C, the excavations there extended across portions of Trenches G54-G55-G64-G6S.
The western edge of Area G lies 70 meters due cast of Point B in Area C. Initially, Area G was opened as a
sector probe consisting of a single 2 x4 meter strip in G64. In 1984, this probe was expanded to encompass a
total area of over 120 square meters. Four phases were identified in this expanded probe, all datable to Period
IV. These deposits represent only the latest occupation in this sector of the site since natural soil was never
reached.

Of the four phases, Phase 4, the latest, was the most fragmentary and ambiguous, being represented only
by a number of pits. Phase 3 represents a substantially different usage, and appears to be more closely related
to the main occupational phase uncovered in Area G, Phase 2 (fig. 129). Phase 1 was the earliest occupation
excavated and it was revealed only in small test probes in Trenches G64 and G65.

Although there is no stratigraphic link between the Area G phases in the eastern terrace and other areas, a
tentative corrclation of those phases and the apparently contemporancous remains uncovered from the top of
the north mound can be attempted. Phase 4 can possibly be equated with Building Phase I in Area C and
Phase 16 in the CO1 sounding, both of which are largeiy ephemeral fragmentary occupations representing the
final use of their respective areas. The close relationship between Phases 3 and 2 in Area G, with the earlier
phase representing the main occupation, suggests a rough correlation with Area C Building Phase IIA-B. If so,
Area G Phase 2 is possibly contemporary with Building Phase IIB in Area C. By inference, then, Phases 3 and
2 in Area G may correlate with the several subphases of Phase 15 in Area CO1. By the same token, Phase 1 in
G would correspond at least partially to Building Phase III in Area C and to Phases 11-14 in the C0O1 sounding.
At this stage of the analysis, such correlations based on broad architectural similarities between two distant
areas exposed to widely varying degrees are, of course, largely speculative. However, it is hoped that a more
precise correlation will be possible once the ceramic sequences from Areas C and G are analyzed in full.

In any event, Area G Phase 2, which yielded the most coherent plan, consisted of several localized
subphases. Five spatial units can be discerned. The central feature was Unit 1, excavated in Trenches G64 and
G65. This unit was a fairly large room defined by walls with roughly built stone foundations on its western,
southern, and eastern sides, and possibly by a poorly preserved mudbrick wall on the north. These walls were
considerably less substantial than the wide walls of the central building in Area C, and the stone foundations
were raised to a higher level above the existing floors. A sequence of two floors, both plastered, extended
across the room, and a few ceramic vessels were found on them.

3. Verhaaren 1986, pp. 66-76.
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A small portion of two rooms separated by a double wall, Units 2 and 3, was found north of Unit 1. Unit 3
had a plastered floor, but Unit 2, which contained a mud surface with a higher density of artifacts and a
possible hearth, may have been an exterior area. To the south of the main room (Unit 1) lay an ashy deposit,
Unit 4, which may represent a trash area. Better defined was Unit 5, which lies to the east of Unit 1. Excavated
over portions of Trenches G55 and G65, Unit S was clearly an exterior courtyard or work area somewhat similar
to those in Trenches C55 and C56 of Area C. This courtyard was partly covered with a pebble and cobble
surface and partly with just a mud layer. A relatively high density of artifacts were recovered in it.

Area G thus resembled Area C in that it too contained open work spaces interspersed within built areas.
Nevertheless, the significant differences that may be detected in architectural construction techniques between
Areas C and G indicate that the two areas may have served substantially divergent roles. If this divergence is
further confirmed by the ongoing analysis of the non-architectural remains, then it is possible that Area G may
represent a fragment of yet another possibly large quarter of the settlement distinct from that sampled by the
Area C exposure. Such a quarter may have extended in an arc across the eastern terrace of the site.

AREA B, BUILDING PHASE II

Plan (fig. 122), Architectural Photographs (figs. 127, 128), Ceramics (fig. 134)

Located on the eastern slope of the south mound (fig. 3), Area B was the third largest horizontal exposure
at the site. The area was opened in 1980 during the first season of excavation just above the edge of erosion of
the slope, where it was believed that later deposits could be avoided and an exposure of the mid-late EB
obtained with relative ease. Portions of four wrenches, BO1-B02-B03-B04, encompassing over 120 squarc
meters, were excavated at that time. Since these initial trenches were laid out before the main north-south base
line of the site was established in 1981, they did not follow the alignment of the nearby trenches in Arcas A
and D. Excavations in Area B were not resumed until the last season, because it was clear that further
clearance would have to proceed westwards into the side of the mound, where a greater overburden of deposits
was evident. Therefore, when Area B was expanded in 1984, this expansion was carried out mostly towards the
south to follow the contours of the slope. The result was a fairly long and narrow exposure encompassing about
280 square meters- The enlarged area, which included the 1980 exposure, was realigned to a new grid
following the baseline, and the excavated trenches according to this new grid system were B61-B62-B71-B72—
B81-B82-B92 (fig. 122). The 1980 exposure was incorporated into the latter five squares, although most of it
lay in Trenches B72-B82.

Three Building Phases were delincated in Area B. The latest, Building Phase I, consists primarily of a
Period III reuse of some Period IV structures and is thus discussed elsewhere. Building Phases II and III belong
to Period IV, but the latter building phase was excavated in only a few places below the surfaces of Building
Phase II or where the remains of that building phase had eroded away. The main occupation of Area B was
Building Phase II, which like the other horizontal exposures of Period IV across the site, consisted of a number
of localized subphases (A-C). This building phase represents the latest Period IV occupation in this sector of
the site and may be dated on the basis of stratigraphic and architectural criteria to Period IVA.

The reasons for this dating are several. In both layout and construction techniques, the cramped domestic
structures of Area B are quite similar to the siructures uncovered in Area A phases assigned to Period IVA
(Phases 16-20), when it appears that settlement at Kurban Héyiik contracted to the south mound. Moreover,
the reuse of some of the Period IV structures in Area B during Period III, noted above, could have not taken
place unless those structures date to the very end of the Period IV sequence. Those remains, therefore, must
correlate roughly with the later phases of the Period IVA sequence cleared in the step trench, and it is even
possible that at least some portions of the Area B complex may postdate the last Period [VA phase in Area A.
This possibility is suggested by the fact that while the Period IVB structures in Area B were still standing and
repairable at the onset of the Period III occupation of that sector of the site, those of Area A had long since
collapsed. As will be recalled, the earliest Period III remains in the step trench are separated from the last
Period IVA phase by an easily discernable collapse layer. It is clear, then, that the exposed Period IVA
complex in Area B is not fully comparable with the best preserved mid-late EB structures in Areas A, F, C,
CO01, and G, which are mostly Period IVB in date.
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The focal point of the plan for Building Phase II was, as had been the case in Area C, again a street, Units
1 and 2. This street was about two meters in width and could be traced for well over 15 meters in a north-south
direction across Trenches B92-B82-B72-B71. Downslope in B92 the street was closer to the surface and was
more difficult to trace. Nevertheless, a drain was found in this area of the street, along the middle, which also
was orientated in a north-south direction. At its southernmost exposed end, the street turned towards the west
into Trench B71, where it seems to branch southwards again, at least to judge from the southward extension of
the wall bordering the east side of the street. It is also possible that the street may have branched westwards at
this point, although this is not completely clear as the area immediately to the west in Trench B71 was not
excavated. Approximately 5-10 cm thick, the street deposit was paved with cobbles and pebbles, and on
occasion with flagstones as well, mostly near the borders of the street.

Buildings were constructed on both sides of the street. On the eastern side of the sireet, fragments of at
least one room were exposed in Trench B82 just below topsoil and near the edge of excavations (Unit 16). Two
completely preserved tripod bowls were found in the debris over the floor (pl. 90:A, B). Further to the south on
the same side of the street, in Trenches B72 and B62, a row of five rooms was exposed. These rooms shared a
single western wall which bordered directly on the street, and were of unequal size and shape, although all
were relatively small. Due to the reuse of some of these rooms in Building Phase I (Period III), only the
contents of two of these rooms were well preserved. Unit 3, near the bend of the street in Trench B72, was
entered through a doorway opening onto the street. Inside the room, several floors as well as modifications in
the west wall indicate a fairly long usage, and the debris inside the room points to a domestic function. In the
center of the room near its western end was found a roughly circular scatter of pebbles, possibly used as a
hearth. A similar domestic function may be postulated for Unit 7 to the north in Trench B62, where a cluster of
ceramic vessels were found on the floor (among which were examples illustrated in fig. 134:A-D).

The apparently domestic character of Units 3-8, and 16 on the east side of the street is also attested in the
rooms to the west of the street. Here, portions of at least seven rooms terraced up the slope were identified,
some with one or more subphases. Units 13 and 14 were delineated but their interiors were not excavated.
Units 11 and 10 were originally a single room which was later subdivided by a partition wall. Unit 12, which
shares a common wall with Units 10 and 11 was probably constructed before the other two rooms, and at one
time was linked with Unit 10 through a common doorway which was later blocked. The rooms contained a
series of floors, some plastered, which may indicate that they were roofed. Unit 10 also contained a hearth.
Two rooms flanking the street, Units 4 and 9, were among the best preserved. Unit 4 at the street corner, was
rebuilt several times. In an earlier phase, it was linked with Unit 9 by a doorway. Later, the north and south
walls of Unit 4 were rebuilt slightly to the south, the north wall thus blocking the original doorway. Also in this
later subphase, a small oven was added near the front doorway. Unit 9, immediately north of Unit 4, appears to
have been a similarly shaped room and also had a doorway facing the strect. Traces of yet another room also
flanking the street were found further to the north still (Unit 15), but that room was hardly exposed.

Despite the limited exposure of Area B, the excavations there provide a glimpse of the cramped domestic
quarters on the south mound at the end of the mid-late EB. In their nature, they share some characteristics with
the small, presumably also domestic structures of Phase 13 in Area A, although those are certainly earlier. In
construction, however, the architecture of Area B Building Phase II more closely resembles that of Area A
Phases 15 and 20 in that the stone foundations rise well above floor level. These similarities are probably not
accidental in that they suggest a higher density of occupation in the quarters of the south mound in contrast with
the larger structures and more open work spaces that appear to have been typical of the quarters of the site in
the north mound exposed in Areas C and G,

In summary, approximately 900 square meters of the Period IV settlement were excavated in six areas—A,
B, C, C01, F, and G. With the exception of Area B, all of these areas contained deposits of Period IVB and are
directly comparable. Area B, however, contained structures of Period IVA and is only partially comparable with
the others (principally with Area A where substantial remains assigned to Period IVA also were recovered). All
the exposures are significant, however, in that they illustrate contrasts in the use of settlement space across the
site. Densely packed domestic units appear to be represented i Area B, and in Area A Phases 13, 15, and 20.
In contrast, Phase 14 in Area A appears to represent a single more massive structure, possibly a public building
or a private dwelling in an elite quarter. More spacious buildings are represented in Areas C and G (and
possibly Area F as well), but Area C also was occupied by extensive open air work areas possibly organized
around a central building. While the open work areas cleared in Area G may be similar to those exposed in
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Area C, the G structures were more poorly constructed. The mid-late EB settlement across the site was
therefore quite heterogeneous, with significant differentiation between quarters as the rule.

THE PERIOD III SETTLEMENT

The EB-MB Transition settlement, which represents the final occupation of Bronze Age date at Kurban
Hoyiik, was restricted solely to the south mound. All four sides of the preserved settlement were located. These
indicate that the original settlement may have covered an area at least 140 meters from east to west and 70
meters from north to south, a rough total of 1.0 to 1.2 hectares. Roughly 2,000 square meters, or about 20
percent of the total area (and probably a higher percentage of the preserved area) were cleared.

AREA D, BUILDING PHASE II; AREA A, PHASE 22; AND AREA B, BUILDING PHASES I-II

Area D: Plan (fig. 123), Architectural Photographs (figs. 130, 131), Ceramics (fig. 135); Area A: Plan
(fig. 25); Area B: Plan (fig. 122), Architectural Photograph (fig. 128)

Almost all of the Period III exposure obtained in the south mound was revealed in Arca D. However, the
northern, eastern, and western edges of the EB-MB settlement were delineated in Arecas A, B, and E,
respectively: which otherwise yielded little in the way of significant or coherent architectural remains. Begun in
1980, Area D is aligned with the main north-south base line of the site. The southern datum of this line, Point
A, lies at the mutual corner of Trenches D66-D67-D76-D77. Arca D is, in fact, stratigraphically linked with
the upper step of the Area A step trench since Trench AO1 and parts of A02 overlap with grid square D77 and
since a number of features in that upper step continue and were actually traced into Trench D76. Over the
course of five seasons, portions of twenty-eight squares were excavated, covering an area of approximately
1,900 square meters. Area D is thus by far the largest of the horizontal exposures at the site.

Three Building Phases werc recognized in Arca D. The earliest, Building Phase III, belongs to the final
mid-late EB (Period IVA) occupation—presumably correlating with Arca A Phase 20—but was reached in only
two small probes (in Trenches D53 and D66) excavated beneath the floors of Building Phase II. That Building
Phase constitutes in fact the main Period III occupation at the site and was identified and exposed in almost all
trenches opened in Area D. In many of those trenches, especially near the center of the mound, the EB-MB
Transition structures lay just beneath topsoil. However, near the edges of the plateau of the south mound, these
structures either lay beneath or had been cut and in some cases destroyed by the foundations of the rectangular
enclosure of Building Phase 1, which dates to the early Abbasid period and which is discussed briefly
elsewhere. In some parts of the exposure, the foundations of Building Phase I (which lie beneath their
respective floor levels) were found at roughly the same elevation as the floor levels of Building Phase 1
(which are lower than the tops of their respective foundation walls). This situation was further complicated by
the ongoing cultivation and plowing of the mound, which rendered the top meter or so of the stratigraphic
sections virtually unusable.

Although Building Phase I consists of numerous localized subphases, a construction sequence of four main
subphases (A-D) has been delincated. Of these, Building Phase IIA represents the final modifications to
structures, and its clements are scattered throughout the settlement. Most of the construction of the EB-MB
Transition settlement, however, belongs to Building Phases IIB-C. The earliest recognized deposits, Building
Phase 11D, consist principally of a number of pits dug into what must have been at the time the periphery of the
settlement. These were recognized in Trench D76 and are contemporary with similar pits found in the upper
step of Area A (Phase 21: fig. 23). It should be noted, however, that all these subphases represent only the
sequence in which the structures were built. Many of the elements from differcnt subphases were in use at the
same time, certainly so during the final occupation of the settlement. It is this final occupation that most
concerns us and is outlined here, since only these elements are demonstrably contemporary in usage.

The plan of the settlement can be described as five main components or sectors, four of which are on the
periphery of the settlement and the fifth at its very core. In these various sectors a total of thirty-nine spatial
units were exposed. Most of these units are rooms or courtyards with a roughly uniform construction and
orientation. The walls are mostly constructed of poorly preserved mudbrick superstructures over foundations of
undressed limestone and river cobbles. As had been the case in other areas of the site beginning aiready in the
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mid-late EB, these foundations rose well above floor level, in some cases over a meter in height. However,
room interiors did not contain plaster floors as was normal in the preceding period. Rather, room floors
consisted of beaten earth surfaces marked by a high density of sherds, complete and semi-complete vessels,
ground stone objects, as well as numerous features such as hearths and platforms. Many rooms also contained
benches and buttresses. Despite the relatively small total size of the Period III settlement, its plan displays a
degree of planning and spatial organization (fig. 123).

The first sector of the Period III settlement to be discussed was surely one of the earliest—save perhaps for
the already mentioned Building Phase IID pits in the northeastern sector of Trench D76. It consists of a
complex of buildings in Trenches D53 and D43 associated with what appears to have been an entryway to the
settlement. One of the reasons that leads us to believe that the entryway complex is early is its orientation,
which followed a slightly different alignment than the remainder of the Period III settlement, and is more in
line with the rough north-south orientation common for Period IV structures at the site. The entryway itself
(Unit 13) was flanked by walls made of very large limestone boulders, roughly shaped to form orthostats.
Entrance to the complex then proceeded through a narrow doorway with a flagstone threshold, which leads into
an antechamber with a flagstone floor or pavement. From this pavement, there was a short flight of steps which
leads through a second doorway into an inner room (Unit 25) with a similar flagstone paved floor.
Unfortunately, the remains of the complex to the west of this room were destroyed by the foundations of
Building Phase 1. Indeed, most of the walls of the entryway complex were found just beneath topsoil. Built
against the west wall of the entrancc was a small room, possibly a “gatehouse” (Unit 37). The entire entryway
is separated from the main complex to the east by an L-shaped hallway (Unit 12). The western edge of the
settlement was found in the small exposure of Area E (Phase 1), which was reached in a small probe. These
remains, however, were sealed by a layer of rubble (Area E, Phase 2) which indicates that little of the
structures on the western part of the settlement is preserved. Undoubtedly, however, the complex did extend in
that direction.

On the northeastern periphery of the south mound, in Trench D76, a second component of the Period III
settlement was identified: an extramural work area, the earliest usage of which is indicated by the Building
Phase IID pits mentioned earlier. This sector (Unit 67) was reused in later phases as well, as shown by isolated
domestic features which were cleared here, including an oval platform similar to that found in Area A Phase 22
(fig. 25).

Towards the southwestern periphery of the south mound, a third component of the EB-MB settlement was
found in Trench D23. Separated from the main excavated complex by an open area (Unit 22 in Trench D34),
the sector exposed in D23 consisted of minor structures in what is essentially an open air work area near a
north-south aligned pebble-paved street (Unit 36), In this area was found a single room (Unit 34) paved with
flagstones, which may possibly be connected to an unexcavated building nearby. This room may have been
built originally in Building Phase IIC, but was certainly modified later. In the open area (Unit 35) surrounding
Unit 34, against the northern exterior wall face of the room, was found a circular raised platform built of
cobbles and pebbles over a mud matrix. This platform was surrounded by a scatter of ceramic vessels and is
similar in type to those found in Trenches D76-D77, and AO1 (fig. 25).

The fourth and last of the peripheral sectors of the settlement was the eastern. Attempting to trace the edge
of the settlement in Trench D38 it became evident that parts of the eastern slope of the south mound were
indeed occupied in Period III, possibly in a terraced fashion. However, the most coherent evidence of this
occupation was recovered not in Area D itself, but rather in Area B further downslope (fig. 3). The eastern
extent of the settlement is represented, in fact, by Area B Building Phase I (fig. 122). In Trenches B71 and
B81, the remains of this phase lay just beneath the surface and were quite fragmentary. Nevertheless, it is
clear that several of the Period IVA rooms and courtyards to the east of the street in Area B (Units 5-8) were
reused and modified in Period III. The wall flanking the east side of the street (in fact consisting of several
locally built wall segments), for example, was rebuilt in this phase along the same alignment as in the
preceding period. This reuse indicates the existence of an important degree of architectural continuity between
Periods IV and III. This suggests that Area B Building Phase I was constructed in an early phase of Period III,
although it probably remained in use throughout most of the period. Although the contents of the rooms were,
for the most part, poorly preserved due to slope erosion, it is likely that they served functions similar to those
served in the preceding period, Period IVA, when a domestic character may be postulated. In short, during
Period III the eastern sector of the site represented a quarter of domestic units.
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The four sectors of the settlement described thus far lie on or close to the periphery of the settlement. The
fifth and main sector of the Period III settlement was the most intensively excavated of all. This area,
delimited by the entryway to the west, by the open work areas of Trenches D23 and D76 to the southwest and
northeast, respectively, and by the Area B dwellings to the east, appears to have been principally a domestic
quarter. The rooms and courtyards of this quarter were irregularly shaped and varied considerably in size. They
appear to have been built around a large central court (Unit 71 in Trenches D45-D46-D56), only part of which
was cleared. Two narrow pebble-paved streets or alleys led from the court towards the north (Unit 8) and south
(Unit 33). To the east of the northernmost street or alley, and accessible from it through two doorways, was a
large courtyard and a number of smaller rooms. The courtyard (Units 38, 41) contained a large number of
complete and semi-complete barrel-shaped vessels and jars. This courtyard was also accessible to another street
or alley (Unit 39) via a doorway. This street appears to have flanked the central court.

West of the northern street (Unit 8) and east of the hallway connected to the entryway complex (Unit 12)
was another block of rooms and courtyards of domestic character. The rooms to the west, (Units 11 and 15, for
example) could be entered from the hallway, while the rooms to the east (Units 9 and 24) were accessible from
the street. Hearths were found in Units 10 (possibly a courtyard) and 11, while Unit 15 differed from the other
rooms in that benches lined all of its walls and in that it contained principally only small open vessels.

To the south and west of the main court was yet another complex of rooms, also clearly domestic in
character. Wesl of a narrow street bisecting this complex (Unit 33) were a number of small rooms, all in a row.
Units 19, 23, and 28 contained a number of complete barrel-shaped vessels and jars. All three rooms were
interconnected, and Unit 23 was accessible from the open space to the west {Unit 22) through a doorway. Both
Units 19 and 28 contained in addition platforms and benches, as did Unit 30 directly south. Adjoining Units 23
and 28 to the east and connected to them was a narrow room (Unit 29), which contained a large oval oven.
This room also could be entered from the street or alley (Unit 33). To the north of the row of interconnected
rooms just described were two larger rooms or courts, both squarish in shape (Units 17-18). Both were clearly
domestic in character with a stone platform in Unit 18 and a circular hearth in Unit 17. The latter room was
accessible via a flight of steps and a doorway from Unit 14, a room or enclosed space flanking the central court.

Finally, to the west of the narrow street, Unit 33, was another row of rooms, Units 32, 27, and 44. Both
Units 32 and 27 were similar to the row of rooms just west of the street in that they contained stone platforms.
Unit 32 was accessible from the street via a doorway, while Units 27 and 44 also were linked by a doorway.
Unit 27 was particularly interesting in that it contained a large group of complete vessels. West of this group of
rooms, the remains were more fragmentary and the exposures limited. Of particular interest, however, were
structures in Trenches D37 and D38, where the presumed terracing of the eastern slope apparently begins (Units
78, 68-69). In Trench D38 a cist grave dating to Period III was found (within Unit 69). This grave, which was
lined with limestone blocks, was unfortunately robbed out in antiquity, and only a few bone fragments were
left. The disturbance may well have taken place during the early Abbasid period, since the grave was located
very close to the foundations of the Building Phase I enclosure wall in this sector of the site.

In summary, the excavations of the Period III remains in Areas D, A, B, and E revealed a significant
portion of what must have been a limited occupation of the site, at most about one hectare in extent. The
precise character of this settlement is ambiguous as a thorough analysis of the stratigraphy, architecture, and
artifactual remains is still in progress. Nevertheless, it appears fairly certain that the EB-MB transition
settlement formed a cluster of dwelling units apparently organized around a central courtyard, with a number of
open work areas on the periphery, The relatively small size of the settlement and the apparently domestic
character of most units suggest that the Period III occupation of the south mound represented but a small
village, a far cry from the town-sized settlement that characterized the site for at least parts of the preceding
mid-late EB. However this may be, it is important to note that the relatively impressive entryway and
associated structures, as well as the fairly ordered spatial organization of the settlement, point, however
impressionistically, to a degree of specialization and centralization not entirely consistent with our
preconceptions of modern or ancient villages as small as the Period III settlement at Kurban Héyilk seems to
have represented.
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THE PERIOD II SETTLEMENT
AREA D, BUILDING PHASE I

Plan (fig. 124), Photograph (fig. 132)

Area D was not only the locus of the final Bronze age settlement at Kurban Hoyiik (Building Phase II), but
was also the locus for the final occupation at the site altogether (Building Phase I}, which took place in the
early Abbasid period some three millennia or so after the abandonment of the Period III settlement. Although
excavation of these historic layers was not a major objective of the Area D clearance, the exposure obtained
was enough to yield an overall view of the Period II settlement.

The exposed complex occupied the center of the south mound plateau (fig. 124) and appears to represent a
single massive structure, possibly short-lived, as there are no indications of later reuses or modifications. This
structure had a square outer enclosure wall, roughly 57 meters on each side, and was oriented almost exactly on
north-south and east-west axes. No entrances were revealed in the exposed area, but a single stone buttress in
Trench D75 against the northern exterior face of the enclosure wall, near its center, suggests the existence of
one. The enclosure wall was relatively massive, being over a meter in width., Only its foundations were
preserved since these remains were commonly found just below topsoil and had been disturbed repeatedly by
modern plowing. They consisted of several courses of uneven limestone boulders and smaller stones. As
already noted in our discussion of the Period III remains in Area D, these foundations, unlike those of Building
Phase II structures in the same area, did not rise significantly over the floor levels of the complex. This means,
of course, that with few exceptions both the original wall superstructure and floor levels had long since eroded
away. The northern and southern portions of the enclosure wall had cut into and disturbed the underlying Period
III (Building Phase II) remains. This disturbance was even more pronounced to the west, where the enclosure
wall had totally destroyed the Period III remains near the entryway. On the cast, however, the enclosure wall
extended over the deeper Building Phase II deposits.

Internally, the complex was built around an open court roughly 43 square meters. This court was flanked on
all four sides by rows of long, narrow rooms abutting the outer enclosure wall. Most of the rooms were fairly
uniform in construction and dimensions, being approximately six meters long and three meters wide. However,
near the northeastern corner of the complex two longer rooms were cleared, each about eleven meters in length.
The interior court was not entirely open and traces of fragmentary walls in Trenches D53-D54-D55-D56
indicate that there were some free standing structures within the central court. In addition, a number of
relatively large trash pits had been dug into the court.

The nature of the complex is clearly identifiable. The enclosure wall, the external buttress, and the rows of
rooms flanking an open court are all elements characteristic of Islamic caravansaries of the twelfth—thirteenth
centuries A.D.* However, the square plan is more characteristic of the early Islamic periods. Moreover, the
distinctive ceramics finds indicate that the complex is early Abbasid in date, almost certainly datable to the
ninth or tenth centuries A.D.3 Since the caravanserai, strictly speaking, appears several centuries later, Area D
Building Phase I represents a khan, a travellers’ station that later developed into the caravanserai.

PERIOD I

The final use of the site (as opposed to the final occupation) was as a burial ground. This use has already
been mentioned in connection with Area A Phase 24. A cluster of seven individual burials was found in the
northeast corner of the south mound plateau, most in or near Trench D66. In some cases these graves had cut
into Pertod II structures. The burials were single interments laid into an oval pit and, occasionally, were
overlaid with flat limestone slabs used as capstones. The individuals were all laid in an east-west orientation,
facing south, without accompanying offerings or omamentation. These characteristics are, of course, consistent
with Moslem burials. The exact date of the burials, however, is uncertain. Nevertheless, a later medieval date
may be suggested on the basis of their post-Abbasid stratigraphic position and the occupational range of a

4. Erdmann 1961.
5. See below, Part Two, Chapter 12, p. 395.
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nearby site identified as part of our regional survey program (fig. 2: Sitc 2, directly southwest), for which the
abandoned mound of Kurban Héyilk may have served as a cemetery.
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Figure 121. Area C, Period IVB, Building Phases IIA-B Plan.
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Figure 122. Area B, Periods IVA and III, Building Phases II and I Plan.
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Figure 123. Area D, Period I1I, Building Phase II Plan.
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Figure 124. Area D, Period II, Building Phase I Plan.
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Figure 125. Area C, Period VB, Building Phases IIA-B Architect mains. In Foreground, Trench C56 and

Monocellular Structure, Unit 7. In Background Left, Trench C46 and CO1 Sounding. Background Right,
Trench C45. Photographic View toward the Southwest.

Figure 126. Area C, Period IVB, Building Phases IIA-B. Architectural Remains in Trenches C35 (Foreground)
and C45 (Background) and Associated Street, Unit 1. Photographic View toward the North.
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Figure 127. Area B, Period IVA Building Phase II. Architectural Remams and Assocnated Sucel Unit 1, in
Trenches B72, B81, and B82. Unit 16 and Partial View of Unit 3 in Forcground, Units 4, 9, 10, etc., in
Background. Photographic View toward the West.
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Figure 128. Area B, Periods IV A and 111, Building Phases II and I. Architectural Remains in Trench B62, Units 5,
7, and 8. Photographic View toward the East.
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Figure 130. Area D, Period III, Building Phases IIA-B. General View Before Removal of Minibalks
Showing Excavation Strips.
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Figure 131. Area D, Period 111, Building Phases IIA-B. Architectural Remains in Area of Trenches D43, D44, D53,
and D54. Photographic View toward the South.
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Figure 132. Area D, Period II, Building Phase 1. Islamic Khan. Architectural Remains in Trenches D65, D66.
Photographic View toward the Northeast.



oi.uchicago.edu

204 TOWN AND COUNTRY IN SOUTHEASTERN ANATOLIA

Figure 133. Area C, Building Phases IIA-B. Pottery from Units 6 and 13. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit Bldg. Ph. Per.  Plan
A Stand 1a 04 4637 305 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 IOA-B IVB Fig. 121
B Bowlle 01 7130 658 C55-0457-034 Courtyard surface 13 IA-B IVB Fig. 121
C Bowlle 04 6354 574 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 ITIA-B IVB Fig. 121
D Bowl5 04 6373 553 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 TIA-B IVB Fig. 121
E Bowl8a 04 6354 574 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 HA-B IVB Fig. 121
F Jarl6éb 04 6373 553 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 IIA-B IVB Fig. 121
G Deco. 401 05 6373 553 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 IA-B IVB Fig. 121
H Jar 15 02 6552 577 C55-05-025 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 HA-B IVB Fig. 121
I Jar4a 04 4637 305 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 OA-B  IVB Fig. 121
] Jar 4a 04 7042 606 C55-05-029 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 HOA-B IVB Fig. 121
K Jar 34c 09 6373 553 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 IA-B IVB Fig. 121
L Jar34b 09 7042 606 C55-05-029 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 OA-B IVB Fig. 121
M Jar34b 09 6340 496 C55-05-014 Courtyard surf./suprafloor 13 IIA-B IVB Fig. 121
N Jar 36 09 7130 658 C55-0457-034 Courtyard surface 13 TA-B IVB Fig. 121
O Unass. 08 6329 233 C35-06-017 Suprafloor 6 IAB IVB Fig. 121
P Bowlle 04 6329 233 C35-06-017 Suprafloor 6 OA-B IVB Fig. 121
Q Bowl23 09 6329 233 C35-06-017 Suprafloor 6 IA-B 1IVB Fig. 121
R Jar2 04 6329 233 C35-06-017 Suprafloor 6 IIA-B  IVB Fig. 121
S Jar 16c 09 6329 233 C35-06-017 Suprafloor 6 OA-B  IVB Fig. 121
For other relevant illustrated materials from the same building phase/unit, see:
Context Nature Unit Illustration
C55:014/025/29 Courtyard surfs./suprafloor 13 Pls. 53:D, M; 55:G; 78:A, G; 85:A; 90:G; 91:A

C55:034/035/036 Courtyard surfaces 13 Pls. 62:C, 68:B, 79:P, 80:L, 94:C, D
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Figure 133. Area C, Building Phases IIA-B. Pottery from Units 6 and 13. Scale 2:5
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Figure 134. Area B, Building Phase IL Pottery from Units 1, 3, and 7. Scale 2:5

Type Ware MRN  FCN Context Context Nature Unit Bldg. Ph. Per. Plan Obj. No.
A Unass. 04 20010 209 B62-0243-008 Plaster floor 7 | IVA  Fig. 122 ' KHB84/180
B Jar 4b 08 20172 274 B62-0253-008 Plaster floor 7 I IVA  Fig. 122 KH84/177
C  Unass. 04 20181 283 B62-0263-008 Plaster floor 7 | IVA  Fig. 122 KH84/179
D Unass. 04 20015 214 B62-0243-008 Plaster floor 7 Il IVA  Fig. 122 KH84/178
E Bowlle 04 283 160 B01-04-013 Street 1 I IVA  Fig. 122 —
F  Unass. 04 283 160 B01-04-013 Street 1 II IVA  Fig. 122 —
G Bowllb 04 077 068 B01-0521-010  Plaster floor 3 a IVA  Fig. 122 —
H Jar3c 04 283 160 B01-04-013 Street 1 i IVA  Fig. 122 —
I Jarl6b 04 680 192  B01-05-019 Floor 3 I IvA  Fig. 122 —
J Jar34c 09 685 191  B01-05-017 Floor 3 I IVA  Fig. 122 —
K Jar34c 09 685 191 B01-05-017 Floor 3 I IvA  Fig. 122 —
L Jar18b 04 283 160 B01-04-013 Street 1 I IVA  Fig. 122 —
M  Deco. 450 07 656 187 B02-03-015 Street 1 I IVA  Fig. 122 —
N  Deco. 402 04 709 168 B01-0532-010  Plaster floor 3 1I IVA  Fig. 122 —

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same building phase/unit, see:

Context Nature Unit Illustration
B01:013/B02:015 Street 1 Pls. 54:0; 60:], N; 68:C; 70:F; 75:B, N;
78:D, F; 79:H, V; 80:C, M; 93:C; 96:A
B01:019 Floor 3 Pls. 68:D, 94:B
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Figure 134. Area B, Building Phase II. Pottery from Units 1, 3, and 7. Scale 2:5
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Figure 135. Area D, Building Phase IIB. Pottery from Unit 19. Scale 2:5

Type Ware  MRN FCN Context Context Nature Unit  Bldg. Ph. Per. Plan
A Bowl2 04 7744 024 D35-0160-002 Suprafloor 19 IIB i Fig. 123
B  Bowl2 04 7696 005 D35-0150-002 Suprafloor 19 IIB o1 Fig. 123
C Bowl2 04 8023 D113 D35-0192-002 Suprafloor 19 IIB m Fig. 123
D Bowl2 04 8489 208 D35-0373-010 Suprafloor 19 1B m Fig. 123
E Jar 13 04 7810 054 D35-0161-002 Suprafloor 19 1B o Fig. 123
F Jar 13 04 7813 055 D35-0171-002 Suprafloor 19 1B o Fig. 123
G Jar9 04 7696 005 D35-0150-002 Suprafloor 19 1B oI Fig. 123
H Jar 31a 09 7813 055 D35-0171-002 Suprafloor 19 1IB m Fig. 123
I Jar32 09 8489 208 D35-0373-010 Suprafloor 19 1B m Fig. 123
J  Bamrel 1b 04 7813 055 D35-0171-002 Suprafloor 19 B 1| Fig. 123
K Jar 5b 04 7883 087 D35-0172-002 Suprafloor 19 IIB m Fig. 123
L Bowl5b 04 8489 208 D35-0373-010 Suprafloor 19 IIB il Fig. 123
M Jar7 04 7886 092 D35-0182-002 Suprafloor 19 IIB m Fig. 123
N Jar 4b 04 7746 D029  D35-0170-002 Suprafloor 19 1B m Fig. 123
O  Unass. 04 7886 092 D35-0182-002 Suprafloor 19 1B m Fig. 123
P Barrel2 04 8022 111 D35-0192-002 Suprafloor 19 IIB m Fig. 123
Q Jar13 04 7813 055 D35-0171-002 Suprafloor 19 1IB 111 Fig. 123

For other relevant illustrated materials from the same building phase/unit, see:

Context Nature Unit Illustration

D34:002, D35:002/010 Suprafloor 19 Pls. 99:0; 104:1; 105:1, N; 115:G,
122:A; 132:A; 133:1; 136:1, L
D34:007 Floor 19 Pls. 104:M; 110:H; 118:H; 120:C, E
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Figure 135. Area D, Building Phase IIB. Pottery from Unit 19. Scale 2:5



oi.uchicago.edu



oi.uchicago.edu

PART TWO: THE CERAMIC SEQUENCE
AND SMALL FINDS

INTRODUCTION
by Guillermo Algaze

Roughly a decade ago, spurred by plans to construct two major dams along the Euphrates river in Turkey,
Dr. M. Ozdogan and his associates from the University of Istanbul conducted and published a pioneering survey
of the Turkish lower Euphrates basin.! That survey became the cornerstone of further archaeological work in an
area which, in spite of being strategically situated at the interface of the Anatolian highlands and the Syro-
Mesopotamian plains, was until then virtually unknown. Thus, it is not surprising that Dr. Ozdogan at that time
was only able to subdivide the archacological sequence of the basin area into broad temporal categories such as
“Chalcolithic” or “Early Bronze.” Today, not many years after the opening of the basin area 1o archaeological
exploration, the combined work of both Turkish and foreign expeditions allows for a much more precise
periodization than was possible in 1977. Among the sites that were eventually selected for excavation, Kurban
Hoyiik offers one of the longest and most complete sequences, at least for the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze
periods. That sequence spans the time range from the early Chalcolithic period, represented by the Halaf
culture sometime in the fifth millennium B.C., to the very end of the Early Bronze Age and the transition to the
Middle Bronze Age, around the turn of the third to the second millennia B.C. Additionally, the site also
produced evidence for a short-lived occupation of the early Abbasid period.

Analysis of the cultural sequence uncovered by excavations at Kurban Hoyiik and other sites in the
Karababa dam area of the Turkish lower Euphrates river reveals an important number of parallels with the
sequences of sites in the Anatolian highlands to the north and an even more impressive number with the
sequences of sites in the high plains of northern Syria and northern Mesopotamia to the south. However, in
spite of those parallels, which vary significantly in intensity and scope from period to period, the archaeological
sequence from the Karababa area retains an overall local identity throughout. That identity, explainable
perhaps on account of its geographical position, represents the principal reason why it was decided to describe
the sequence from Kurban Hoyiik in terms of broad periods relating solely to successive occupational deposits
at the site, rather than to use better known but not entirely applicable Anatolian, Syrian, or Mesopotamian
periodization schemes.

A total of eight cultural periods were defined across the several excavation areas at the site. In all cases
but one, those periods can be shown to have represented sequential occupations on the basis of the combined
stratigraphic evidence from the two main vertical operations, Areas A and C0O1. Each period was differentiated
on the basis of the total artifactual assemblage, with ceramics often leading the way, and each appears to mark
an important shift in the occupation of the site. When applicable, finer subdivisions of some of those periods
also were made, mostly on the basis of discernible changes in either the ceramic or the architectural sequences.

1. Ozdogan 1977.
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CHAPTER 5

METHODOLOGY
by Guillermo Algaze

FIELD RECORDING OF CERAMICS

The ceramics from Kurban Hoyiik were recorded in the field from 1981 to 1984, The recording system used
owes much to the recording systems of The Oriental Institute’s Chogha Mish and Nippur expeditions and was
designed to ensure the recording of information valuable for both the analysis of chronological and spatial
variability throughout the several excavated arcas at the site. These goals, of course, were governed by the
research interests of the project, which have already been summarized in the introduction to this volume. From
the very beginning, therefore, an attempt was made to record information on variables such as ware, shape, and
decoration and their relative proportions, essential for the analysis of chronological variance, as well as
information such as size and functional category, cssential for the analysis of horizontal variability across the
site. In accordance with the personnel policics of the project, it was decided to have a single person in charge of
ceramic recording for the whole site. This was done in order to maintain a certain degree of homogeneity in the
recording of ceramics throughout and to ensure comparability between arcas. Nevertheless, over the years a
number of people helped on a part-time basis, most notably R. Gorny and B. Verhaaren.

Not long after the recording of the pottery from the site began in earnest in 1981, it became apparent that
the processing of all excavated pottery groups was not feasible, and morcover that it would not serve a useful
purpose. Accordingly, it was decided to introduce a system of processing priorities whercby only the ceramics
from stratigraphically reliable loci would be recorded. The responsibility for establishing the priority of any
individual pottery group rested not with the ceramicist but rather with the field supervisor. Every cxcavated
group was assigned a priority category from 1 to 4 according to its presumed stratigraphic importance and
reliability, at least as understood at the time of excavation. Floors, exterior surfaces, associated pits, suprafloor
debris, and related deposits were assigned Priority 1; fill and similar deposits, Priority 2; fall, collapse, and the
like, Priority 3; and lastly, wash, plow zone, and otherwise disturbed deposits were assigned to Priority 4. An
attempt was made to record all contexts bearing Priorities 1 and 2, and if possible Priority 3 as well. That goal
did not prove entirely practicable, although in general most Priority 1 and 2 contexts were recorded, particularly
those from the vertical operations. The greater majority of high priority contexts from the various horizontal
operations at the site also were recorded, with the notable exception of the material from Period IV horizontal
areas excavated in 1984 (principally from Arcas B and G), which will be analyzed and presented by P.
Wattenmaker in Volume IIT (forthcoming) of this series.

A conscious attempt was made to standardize the recording process. To that effect, a comparative collection
of shapes, decorations, and wares was established. That collection was displayed for easy reference in the sherd
yard at all times during recording in order to minimize “type drift.” The comparative collection allowed cach
new group being processed to be compared against the actual typed sherds and wares previously encountered.
From those groups, each sherd thought to represent a new diagnostic was added to the type collection for futurc
reference, either as examples of range of variance of previously known wares, forms, or decorative patterns, or
as altogether new examples, as appropriate. In the process of assigning diagnostic sherds to specific typed
forms an intentional double standard was used. The range of variability allowed for wheel-made, mass-
produced forms, was considerably more restricted than that allowed for handmade forms such as cooking pots.
While the former can usually be divided into relatively homogeneous groups (types) exhibiting little variance
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within well-defined parameters, the latter exhibit a much wider range of variance that can be made sense of
only in more broadly defined type categories. Each ware, form, and decoration diagnostic was drawn and
described in the field and, when applicable, an attempt was made to illustrate fully the range of variance.
Paste and paint colors were compared against a Munsell Color Chart and the range of variance for each was
recorded. With permission from the Turkish Department of Antiquities and the director of the Urfa Museum,
Mr. A. Misir, a collection of 168 small-body sherds, representing all of the major wares and ware variants (a
few examples each) was brought to Chicago for further study. Those samples have now been examined under a
low power stereoscopic binocular microscope.! The ware descriptions provided in this report represent a
combination of information derived from the detailed observations of the few samples in Chicago and naked
eye or magnifying glass observations made in the field on a much larger number of samples. In the near future
it is hoped to examine the sample ware collection in Chicago by means of an electron microprobe in order to
obtain a closer approximation of the elemental composition of the various wares and their tempering material.

For the purposes of recording, every sherd was considered a diagnostic, whether it be a diagnostic of ware
only, as in the case of undecorated body sherds, or a diagnostic of shape and/or decoration. Undecorated bodies
were counted by ware and recorded according to their average thickness. For each period and ware, three
categories of average thickness were established, although not all categories (fine, medium, and coarse) are
found in each ware. The actual parameters of each thickness category vary for each individual ware and period
and were established by measuring a sclection of pottery groups considered to be representative. These
thickness categories correlate fairly closely with vessel size and function so that it may be presumed that the
majority of sherds recorded as fine came from open forms, that the majority of those recorded as medium
belong to standard-sized jars, and that the bulk of those recorded as coarse are body fragments from storage-
sized vessels.

Within a single group (FCN), two or more sherds found to join were recorded as one. Diagnostics of shape
and/or decoration were first typed, obvious joins made, and then counted. Joins between different groups were
recorded when noticed, but no attempt was made to identify joins between different FCNs other than in cases
identified during excavation as representing possibly in situ complete or semi-complete vessels. When
identified, such vessels were recorded not in terms of their individual sherd components, but rather as single
complete forms with a separate form number (prefixed by a ‘C’ in the catalogue accompanying the plates).
However, a separate record was made of the variety and number of individual pieces in which such vessels
broke and, at least in the case of periods for which their are a fair-sized collection of reconstructible forms, such
as Period II1, this record may help in an approximation of the total number of vessels present in any specific
room or architectural unit. The failure to go aggressively after joins was the result of a conscious decision taken
under pressure of manpower and temporal constraints. Nevertheless, that failure represents perhaps one of the
most important shortcomings of the recording of ceramics at Kurban Hayiik, since potentially useful information
was surely lost, such as circulation patterns in horizontal areas or a more dctailed understanding of typological
variance.

Diagnostic sherds were assigned to one of nine broad functional categories according to their approximate
size range. Those categories are intended for use in the analysis of functional variance within the horizontal
exposures. Functional Categories I-1II represent the open forms. Sherds assigned to Category I represent cup
forms or more rarely bowls small enough to be held in one hand. Sherds assigned to Category II belong to
larger bowls requiring two hands to handle. Category IIl, never particularly common, includes storage-sized
open forms. Jars and barrels were assigned to Categories V-VII, like the open forms also on the basis of
average size. Small jars capable of being lifted with only one hand were assigned to Category V; larger ones
and smaller barrels requiring both hands to be handled were recorded under Category VI; and storage-sized jars
and barrels were assigned to Category VII. Category IV was reserved for sherds that could not be recognized
with certainty as either open or closed forms. It includes most bases. Miniatures, always rare, were recorded as
Category VIII, and accessories such as spouts, handles, and the like were assigned to Category 1X.

Also recorded for each diagnostic sherd was information useful for the analysis of chronological variance.
As noted above, each sherd was typed and assigned a specific ware, form, and decoration number, as
appropriate. Numbers were assigned sequentially with separate lists kept for each category. Diagnostics

1. Made available through the kind courtesy of Ms. Barbara Hall, former conservator at The Oriental Institute of
The University of Chicago.
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deemed to represent new wares, forms, or decorations were added to the type collection on display, and
subsequent examples of the same type were recorded under the same ware, form, or decoration number.
However, not all diagnostic sherds were assigned to specific forms. Many diagnostics were too small to be
assigned with any degree of confidence and were recorded simply as unassigned open or closed forms or as
unassigned bases, spouts, handles, etc., under their proper ware category. Periodically, reviews were made of
the reference collection in order to identify identical forms assigned different numbers. Unfortunately such cases
were not altogether uncommon. They tended to concentrate around the beginnings of each field season when,
occasionally, forms previously encountered were not immecdiately recognized and assigned new numbers, even
when on display. When identified, similar wares, forms, or decorations bearing different numbers were lumped
and the appropriate change was recorded, later to be introduced into the records in Chicago. Since those records
had been entered into the University’s mainframe computer, changes were casily and comprehensively made.

Each of the variables recorded: Functional Category, Ware, Form, and Decoration was recorded in a
separate column so as to make it possible to document more easily the full range of variability encountered.
For example, a single form was occasionally found in more than one functional group or, more rarely, more
than one ware. More commonly, a single form could be associated with a number of decorative variants.

Finally, the weight of each of the different ware components of each group also was recorded. That
measurement allows changes in the relative frequencies of specific wares to be recognized quickly without
reference to the thorny problem of differential breakage patterns, whether it be through a horizontal or a vertical
sequence. Additionally, since dry-sieving was the norm at Kurban Hoyiik for high priority contexts, using
relative proportions in terms of weight allowed us to disregard the potentially skewing factor of sieving for
ceramic analysis, since sieving may increase significantly the counts of the rarer wares, particularly those that
are fine and brittle, beyond their true proportional representation in the assemblage.? At least theoretically, the
skewing factor of sicving is eliminated when weights rather than counts are used since irrespective of how
many small sherds are recovered from sieving, those sherds are unlikely to affect the total ware weight
considerably. In any case, as will be seen in the detailed discussions that follow, although the specific
proportions of particular wares in the assemblage of each period vary somewhat depending on whether data by
count or weight are used, whatever relative trends through time may be discerned in the data remain unchanged
irrespective of which category of data (counts or weights) are used in the calculations.

A total of some 3,887 ceramic groups (FCNs) were recorded from all excavation areas at Kurban Hoyiik
from 1981 to 1984. That represents a total of 185,152 sherds of which 22,787 arc diagnostics of both ware and
form, or about 12 percent of the recorded assemblage. Additionally, 163 complete or semi-complete vessels
also were recorded. In terms of weight, the recorded ceramics from the site amount to some 4,830 kg. Only a
fraction of the recorded ceramic data from the site, however, is included in this report, since it deals only with
the evidence from the vertical operations, Areas A, C01, and F. Data from the horizontal exposures across the
site (Areas B, C, D, E, and G) is dealt with only insofar as it may be relevant for the purposes of chronology.
Detailed studies of the ceramic evidence from those exposures will accompany the full discussion of the
archacological evidence in the forthcoming Volume III of this series.

PRESENTATION OF THE EVIDENCE

Presentation of the ceramic evidence from Kurban Hoyiik follows a standardized format, with a separate
chapter for each of the major cultural periods across the site. Each chapter, in turn, is composed of two sections:
the first is typological in nature and in it the wares, the types, and decorative variants characteristic for the
period under discussion are described in some detail. When pertinent, specific parallels to identical or related
types or wares at other sites are given in footnote form. The second section of each chapter is devoted to the
analysis of the evidence and a discussion of its significance. In most cases, it is composed of a number of
subsections, as follows:

2. Keighly 1973.
3. Orton 1982, p. 164.
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Introduction
Continuity and Change
Periodization
Distribution of Wares
Distribution of Types
Internal Correlations
Dating and Parallels

The Introduction details the excavation areas of the site in which the assemblage of a specific period was
found and the size of the sample available for analysis for each of those areas. Under Continuity and Change is
examined the degree of similarity or, alternately, of differences that may be perceived within the ceramic
assemblages of the period under discussion and the immediately preceding one. Also reviewed in this context
is pertinent stratigraphic evidence bearing on the nature of the transition between the two periods, if any. The
section on Periodization presents the evidence from the main sequence for each period and outlines the basis
for the proposed periodization. At a more detailed level, the subsection on Distribution of Wares focuses on the
evidence for the relative distribution of specific wares as a percentage of the total ceramic assemblage of the
main sequence for each period in terms of both counts and weights; while that on Distribution of Types
analyses is similar in that it focuses on the distribution of specific types within the sequence. As will be noticed
in the individual period discussions that follow, the ceramic assemblages of successive occupations at Kurban
Hoyiik exhibited greatly varying rates of change. While in some periods, including ones with few successive
phases and relatively little total accumulation of deposits, changes in the distribution of wares and types were
both easily detectable and measurable; in other periods, even ones with the greatest depth of deposits and
number of phases, changes through time in the ceramic assemblage were difficult to discern and resiliency
rather than change appeared to be the norm throughout. Under Internal Correlations is presented the cvidence
from other excavation areas at the site that produced additional (though smaller and less important) sequences
of the period under discussion. It does so in terms of how those sequences fit into, contrast with, or amplify the
main sequence on which the periodization is based. Finally, Dating and Parallels turns the discussion into an
examination of what evidence is available for dating the assemblage in question, examines its correlations
with other pertinent sequences elsewhere, and explores its significance in terms of our understanding of the
archaeological and historical development of the Turkish lower Euphrates region and beyond.

Appended to the discussion of each period is a comprehensive summary of the actual recorded evidence in
tabular form. Tables by weight and by count trace the distribution of specific wares within a period and, when
applicable, the relative frequency of wares through successive phases of that period. Tables by count trace the
distribution of specific types by both ware and phase.

ANALYSIS OF THE EVIDENCE

This report presents the available ceramic data from the vertical operations for each chronological period at
the site. However, the evidence is presented in a semi-digested manner that groups the data into broader
categories than those in which it was recorded originally. In the field, the pottery from each context selected for
processing was recorded separately as excavated, i.e., by FCN. Only later, in Chicago, were different FCNs
from a single context or locus assembled as a unit. Such a recording program was unavoidable at the time since
grouping of individual loci and layers into broader archaeologically-defined phases of relevance for the analysis
of chronological variance had to await the completion of the sort of stratigraphic analysis presented in Part One
of this volume.

For the purpose of the analysis which follows, then, the smallest chronological unit will be the occupational
phase. With a few notable exceptions, such as pits of somewhat uncertain stratification which may be of
relevance to specific chronological questions, the evidence is not presented in terms of individual contexts or
loci, irrespective of how important those contexts might be for the analysis of chronological variance. Only
reliable loci that could be assigned in the stratigraphic analysis to either a single occupational phase or, more
rarely, to a discrete and coherent range of phases are considered for the purposes of the ceramic analysis. Not
considered are occupational or collapse layers of uncertain stratification or loci that on stratigraphic grounds are
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of suspected reliability. Information on the specific loci included in each phase or group of phases used in the
ceramic analysis is detailed in the Appendix. Individual contexts of particular stratigraphic importance will not
be ignored completely, however. A representative selection of ceramics from some of the primary loci assigned
to each successive phase of the main excavation areas, usually floor or suprafloor materials in clear
architectural association, are illustrated together with the pertinent phase plans in Part One of this volume,

It should be noted that originally it was intended to present the available ceramic data for each
occupational phase not only in terms of counts, weight, and relative frequencies, as is done in the present
report, but also in terms of density of sherds per cubic meter. This was intended in order to facilitate
comparisons between areas by minimizing the skewing factor introduced by comparing phases of widely varying
excavated area as well as samples of significantly varying size. However, the use of density for comparisons
between the sequences of Areas A, CO1, and F proved impractical. While excavated volumes could be
reconstructed with reasonable certainty for most loci (and phases) in Area C01, similarly accurate records were
not always available for Areas A and F, particularly for loci excavated prior to the 1982 season.* For the latter
areas it was only possible to obtain a reasonably accurate record of excavated volumes for some loci within
each occupational phase or for some phases within each period, but not all.

The stratigraphic analysis presented in Part One had to await both the completion of the excavations and,
above all, reflection. Only then could a final phasing scheme be presented for each area. Similarly, the
analysis of ceramics also underwent a number of stages. In the field, it will be recalled, each distinctive
ware/shape combination was recorded as a separate and unique Form number. Such a recording system, which
eventually produced (before lumping) some 1,600 forms for all periods and areas at the site, was unavoidable
at the time, since when the recording of ceramics was undertaken formally in 1981 all that was known of the
ceramic sequence of the Karababa dam reservoir area was the results of Ozdogan’s ground-breaking survey. As
recording progressed through the seasons and understanding of the sequence grew, it proved possible to group
the multitude of individual forms in which the pottery was recorded into a much smaller number of larger
groups of related forms, here termed Types. In many cases, for example, it became apparent that a specific
base form actually belonged to an equally distinctive bowl or jar form. In others, it became clear that a number
of forms previously kept separate represented in actuality a range of variants of a particular vessel type.

It is, then, in terms of the broader categories of archacological Phascs and ceramic Types that the data are
organized in this report. The types in which the evidence is summarized are period specific: the pottery from
each period is presented as a series of open and closed form types in sequential numbers, Bowl 1, Bowl 2, Jar
1, Jar 2, for example, with a new sequence starting with every period. Thus the distribution of specific types
within successive phases of a period can be traced without difficulty, and this has in fact been done in the
tables that accompany each chapter. It should be noted, however, that these tables do not attempt complex
statistical analyses of the data beyond establishing varying relative proportions through time. Admittedly, this
is a potentially significant shortcoming. However, a conscious attempt is made to present the data in such a
way that it be of use to statistically-inclined readers wishing to submit it to more sophisticated analyses. It is
hoped that such analyses may be of use to discern patterns of chronological significance for periods, such as the
Halaf (Period VIII) and the mid-late EB (Period IV), in which the ware and type frequency charts used in this
report yielded few results.

In some cases the method of presentation just outlined may not be the most adequate to answer all the
questions that may be posed by the data. On occasion, a specific form is found in more than one period. If the
form in question is found in a ware that is also common in the earlier period, but which is not otherwise
represented in the later, then it is considered to be extrusive and not assigned a type number for the period in
which it is presumably no longer in use. However, in those cases in which a specific form appears in the same
ware over more than one period, it is assigned a type number for each period in which it appears.’ As type
numbers are period-specific and sequential only within a period, it may happen that occasionally a specific
ware/form combination may actually bear different type numbers in different periods. Thus, while the type

4. Available information on loci volumes is included in the loci lists at the end of the siratigraphic discussion of
each occupational phase in Part One, Chapters 1-3.

5. Unless it appears only in statistically insignificant amounts in the later period, in which case it is left
unassigned as to type and counted as “extrusive” in the tables. However, a detailed account of the numbers and
types of such sherds is always given in footnote form so that if further evidence would make a reconsideration
necessary, such a reconsideration would always be possible.
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system adopted here allows one to trace without difficulty the distribution of types within a period, it may not
be used to ascertain the degree of ceramic continuity between successive periods. To answer such questions of
continuity, specific sets of pertinent evidence are presented in tabular form, not in terms of types but rather in
terms of the more specific forms, since each individual form was always recorded under the same number
irrespective of which period it was excavated in.

Finally, before turning to a detailed discussion of the pottery from Kurban Hoyiik, a word on terminology is
necessary. Although the ceramic assemblage of the Karababa basin area for any given period is not exactly
paralleled as a whole outside of the basin area, in most cases some of its characteristic wares and types are
indeed found at sites elsewhere. For the sake of clarity and in the interest of a common terminology it was
decided to use, when applicable, currently accepted terminology for specific types and wares that appear in the
assemblage under discussion rather than create yet another regionally-specific corpus of ware and type names
that would have little validity or use outside of the Turkish lower Euphrates basin. In most cases, terminology
used in this report derives directly from the ceramic discussions of Braidwood for the <Amuq region and Kiihne
for Tell Chuéra, if only because they are the most pertinent, widely read, comprehensive, and easily
accessible.® However, for those wares that are not already well described in the archaeological literature, it was
considered appropriate to use either our own terminology or that used by colleagues working elsewhere in the
Karababa area.

6. Braidwood and Braidwood 1960; Kithne 1976.
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PERIOD VIII: MIDDLE-LATE HALAF
by Guillermo Algaze

INTRODUCTION

The ceramic assemblage of the five basal phases of occupation of the Area A step trench is characterized by
the presence of a distinctive grit-tempered pottery of the well-known Halaf painted tradition. At Kurban Hoyiik,
that tradition represents an important, albeit small, proportion of the total assemblage from those five phases.
Numerically, the most important ceramic component of the Period VIII assemblage is a chaff/straw-tempered
ware which is often burnished. This ware may be equated with the “altmonochrom” assemblage first reported at
Tell Halaf itself, and at Kurban is characterized by a limited number of relatively simple shapes, many of which
also are found in the succeeding period. In addition, a number of other wares also are found, usually represented
only in statistically insignificant amounts. Noteworthy are a few pieces of Dark-Faced Burnished ware, two
sherds of a chaff/straw-tempered painted ware, and two sherds of Neolithic Washed and Impressed ware.

WARE GROUP I. GRIT-TEMPERED PAINTED WARES

For recording purposes, the grit-tempered component of the Period VIII assemblage was divided into a
number of wares, all of which are closely related and may be considered to represent variants of each other.

HALAF PAINTED WARE (WARE 38)

Invariably, sherds assigned to Ware 38 are made of a dense paste, which usually ranges in color from light to
dark brownish-buff (2.5Y 7/2 to SYR 6/3-4) and occasionally can be pinkish (SYR 7/3-4). The majority are so
dense that no tempering material is visible to the naked eye, although occasionally minute white grits may
actually be observed. Under low power magnification, however, it is clear that all Halaf painted ware sherds are
actually tempered with very small-sized mineral inclusions. Most are white and angular resembling crushed
limestone, but even smaller rounded gray or black grits, possibly river sand, also may be seen. No traces
whatsoever of vegetal tempering were observed.

On the average, ware thickness ranges from 0.60 to 0.80 cm for smaller vessels such as small bowls and from
1.0 to 1.2 for larger open forms and jars. Paint is usually thickly applied. Brownish and reddish tones predominate
with a broad spectrum that ranges from dark brown to orange or pinkish. In many cases the paint is applicd over a
cream-colored slip or wash. More ofien than not, sherds covered with such an initial slip bear brownish paint on
1op, although a few examples of red tones over cream slip also are attested.

UBAID-LIKE PAINTED WARE (WARE 32)

Less common than the preceding, “Ubaid-like” painted ware is characterized by its light greenish-buff paste
which recalls (but should not be identified with) the greenish-buff wares of Ubaid period Mesopotamia. Sherds
assigned to Ware 32 are usually quite dense, although less so than those assigned to Ware 38. Paste color presents
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a range of shades of greenish-buff (5Y 7/2-7/3). Somewhat grittier than examples of the previously discussed
Halaf painted ware, Ware 32 sherds have small white, red, and gray grits that are usually visible to the naked
eye. Microscopic examination of the tempering reveals a range similar to that of the Halaf painted ware. Once
again, no traces of vegetal tempering were detected.

Average ware thickness is identical to the range encountered in Halaf painted ware discussed above. Paint is
invariably brown; dark where thickly applied and ranging towards olive brown where thin. In almost all cases the
paint was applied directly over the clay’s surface, although in a few examples, it appears that the paint was
applied over a cream slip, a practice more commonly encountered in association with the Halaf painted ware
already described.

PREHISTORIC SIMPLE WARE (WARE 46)

In terms of their paste and tempering characteristics, sherds recorded under Ware 46 do not differ from those
assigned to Wares 32 and 38. The only difference is that sherds assigned to Ware 46 bear no traces of painting.
However, as the majority of Ware 46 sherds are from vessel bodies, it is likely that most represent in effect
unpainted fragments broken off from otherwise painted Ware 32 or 38 vessels. Nevertheless, in a few rare cases
diagnostic types that are otherwise well attested and bear painted decoration appear in unpainted examples. Two
such diagnostics are illustrated (pls. 2:A, 4:J). Given the small number of diagnostics, it is not clear if Ware 46
represents indeed a separate category—a prehistoric grit-tempered unpaint