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Preface

With the appearance of this volume, the Oriental Institute marks the true completion of the Egyptian Coffin Texts Project, 
an international cooperative program begun by James Henry Breasted and Alan H. Gardiner in 1922 and edited by Adriaan de 
Buck from 1935 until his death in 1959. When published in 1961, volume 7, de Buck’s final volume, was announced as “the 
last volume of the autographed Coffin Texts in the contemplated Project” (p. vii), although the Oriental Institute had never 
produced the autographed edition of Pyramid Texts within the Coffin Text corpus that had been explicitly promised in the 
introduction to volume 1. Assumed to comprise a “distinct” and “foreign body” within the Coffin Texts, these long-lived spells 
were “reserved for later” (p. xi). After a lapse of forty years, a formally renewed Coffin Texts Project was authorized by the 
Director in 2001, with the goal of completing the Oriental Institute’s outstanding commitments. The translation volume once 
envisioned and entrusted to Tjalling Bruinsma had been rendered unnecessary by the publications of Raymond O. Faulkner 
in 1969 (Pyramid Texts) and 1973–1978 (Coffin Texts), which serve to engage scholars and laymen alike. Glossaries, 
bibliographies, symposia, and detailed textual studies appeared, but the critical edition of Middle Kingdom Pyramid Texts 
remained unaccomplished. By careful examination of the Oriental Institute’s original collation sheets and unpublished sources 
from Lisht, James P. Allen, after years of concentrated study, has now fulfilled the task admirably. It is hoped that the new 
edition stimulates discussion not only of the longevity of the Pyramid Texts, but of the nature of the Coffin Texts themselves. 
While Breasted insisted that the Pyramid Texts were “sharply distinguished” from the Coffin Texts,1 the frequent appearance 
of “Pyramid Texts” on coffins (among the narrowly defined “Coffin Texts”) leaves this opinion open to question. Ironically, 
the one coffin acquired in Chicago by Breasted for study by the Coffin Texts Project (OIM 12072) contained only “Pyramid 
Texts” and was therefore excluded from the initial seven volumes. Now at last these Middle Kingdom texts on a coffin can be 
examined among the “Coffin Texts.” 

Robert K. Ritner

Director, The Egyptian Coffin Texts Project, 2001–2006
 

1James Henry Breasted, The Oriental Institute (The University of Chicago Survey 12; Chicago, 1933), p. 152.
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2The Egyptian Coffin Texts, Volume 1: Texts of Spells 1–75 (Oriental Institute Publications 34; Chicago, 1935), p. xi.
3For which, see Adriaan de Buck, The Egyptian Coffin Texts, Volume 1, pp. xiii–xv.
4Kurt Sethe, Die altägyptischen Pyramidentexte nach den Papierabdrücken und Photographien des Berliner Museums (Four volumes; Hildesheim, 
1960 and 1969; Second edition).
5For a list of CT Temp numbers, see Thomas G. Allen, Occurrences of Pyramid Texts with Cross Indexes of These and Other Egyptian Mortuary 
Texts (Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilization 27; Chicago, 1950), pp. 122–33. Most of these were eventually incorporated in de Buck’s publica-
tion of the Coffin Texts.
6See Leonard H. Lesko, Index of the Spells on Egyptian Middle Kingdom Coffins and Related Documents (Berkeley, 1979).
7See James P. Allen, The Inflection of the Verb in the Pyramid Texts (Bibliotheca Aegyptia 2; Malibu, 1984), p. xvi.
8For the full publication of these monuments, see James P. Allen, Funerary Texts from Lisht 1 (New York, 2006).

INTRODUCTION

	 The seven volumes of Adriaan de Buck’s monumental publication of the ancient Egyptian Coffin Texts represent only 
one part, though by far the greatest, of the task undertaken by the Coffin Texts Project of the Oriental Institute. In the intro-
duction to the first of these volumes, de Buck noted that “it has been proved both practical and possible to separate the bulk of 
the Pyramid Texts occurring in our coffins from the rest [of their texts]” and that “The publication of these later copies of the 
Pyramid Texts has been reserved for later.”2 This portion of the project, which de Buck’s unfortunate death shortly before the 
appearance of volume 7 of The Egyptian Coffin Texts in 1961 prevented him from completing, is represented by the present 
volume.
	 The format and conventions of this volume follow for the most part those of the first seven Egyptian Coffin Texts,3 with 
a few exceptions. The texts have been arranged according to the spell and “paragraph” numbers of Kurt Sethe’s edition of the 
Pyramid Texts.4 Supplementary texts not found in Sethe’s edition are presented on pp. 441ff. These include spells with earlier 
parallels in the pyramids of the Old Kingdom, as well as unpublished texts without known parallels from individual Middle 
Kingdom sources, some of which were given “CT Temp” numbers by the Coffin Texts Project.5 In the autographed texts the 
individual sources are arranged alphabetically by their sigla (for which, see pp. ix–xi, above), which reflect their geographic 
origin. In a few cases it has been necessary to present an autographed text in landscape mode in order to accommodate the 
number of sources without resorting to folded pages. In place of the elegant hand of de Buck’s autograph of the Coffin Texts, 
the autograph in this volume has been prepared using a computer font created by the Metropolitan Museum of Art and a com-
mercial vector-based drawing program (CorelDraw).
	 The texts themselves have been taken primarily from the photographs and autographed notebooks of the Coffin Texts 
Project, which are preserved in the Oriental Institute Archives. These have been supplemented by previously unpublished 
texts from the Middle Kingdom coffins and monuments discovered by the excavations of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
at Lisht, preserved in the collection and excavation records of the museum. Texts from Middle Kingdom sources published 
elsewhere have generally not been included, with the exception of those which were also recorded by the Coffin Texts Project 
or the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Lisht expedition. The sigla and column or line numbers of the sources recorded by the 
Coffin Texts Project are those assigned by the project, and the project’s conventions for referring to the individual sides of 
these sources have also been followed.6 The columns and lines of coffins, sarcophagi, and tomb chambers discovered by the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s excavations at Lisht have been numbered according to a different convention, which reflects 
the original geographic orientation of the monument. The columns and lines on the walls of the tomb chambers are numbered 
by wall rather than sequentially throughout the entire monument, with a prefix indicating the wall in question: N (North), 
S (South), W (West), E (East), and C (Ceiling). Those of the coffins and sarcophagi are numbered similarly: N (North = 
Head), S (South = Foot), W (West = Back), E (East = Front), L (Lid), and B (Bottom).
	 The present volume represents the culmination of work begun in 1970 in conjunction with research for my doctoral dis-
sertation,7 and in 1990 for a publication of the texts from Lisht.8 I am grateful to the directors of the Oriental Institute, in 
particular the late George R. Hughes, who initially gave me access to the records of the Coffin Texts Project and permission 
to publish these texts, and Janet H. Johnson, who has made the present publication possible; to Katie L. Johnson, Robert K. 
Ritner, and Thomas G. Urban, who have overseen its publication; to John A. Larson and Harold M. Hays, who helped with re-
search in the Coffin Texts notebooks; and to Dieter Arnold, Director of the Metropolitan Museum’s excavations at Lisht since 
1984, and Dorothea Arnold, Head of the museum’s Department of Egyptian Art, who have allowed me to include the Lisht 
texts in this publication.
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