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RESEARCH ARCHIVES 
OF THE 

ORIENTAL INSTITUTE 

The Research Archives of the Oriental Institute is a non-circulating collection of booIca 
and other publications relating to the ancient Near East for the reterence and .......ch 
of Oriental Institute faculty, staff, students and members. lis materiaJa apanthe hIIIIory 
of the ancient Near East from prehistoric tlmee through the Late AntIque period and 
reflect the interests and work of its users and benefactors. It .. not a part of the 
University of Chicago Library System; \he existenc» of a book, journal or ... in Ihe 
Research Archives bears no relationship to the hoIdinga of Regenstein Lbr.-y 

The following is a guide to the history and U88 of the collection. 

History 

In 1970 the library of the OrIental Institute was moved to the Joeeph Regenstein 
Library and integrated with the newly consolidated c:oIIectIons of the UnlV8nIity of 
Chicago Libraries. The faculty and staff of the Oriental Institute, feeling the need for a 
reference collection both more extensive than that provided by even the best of 
private collectionS in the building, and more acc::euIlIe than the unw.r.lly library 
system, decided to consolidate the various bIlIlographlcal resourcee available in the 
Oriental Institute. 

The Research Archives, as this collection was called, opened in the late &Mnmer of 
1973. At that time the collections included the DIrector's Lbrary (being primarily the 
private library of James Henry Breasted [Egyptology and general Near Eastern 
studies)); the Seele library [Egyptology, Archaeology); the Edgerton library 

IEgyptology, Demotic and Greek Papyrology); and remnants of the Meglddo field 
ibrary [Syro-Palestinian Archaeology). Since its founding, Ihe Research ArchIves has 
benefited from the donation of important collection. including the Ilbrar," of John 
Hadley [Assyriology); Richard T. Hallock [AssyrIology, Elamology); Michael B. Rowton 
[Assyriology, Syro-Mesopotamlan Studies); and the pamphlet collection of Charles F. 
Nims (Egyptology). In addition, many other individuals have made Important 
contributions of individual titl.. or small collections, notably the Anna Bruce 
Mackenzie Memorial Collection [General Near Ent; Travel; Exploration). 

The Oriental Institute has made a substantial commitment to compte .. the hoIdingI of 
the Research Archives In the fields represented by the schoIarahip of lis faculty and 
staff. To this end, individual volumes and complete runs have been (and continue to 
be) purchased to complete our holdings In serial and periodical publications. The 
major thrust of purchased acquisitions in the put few years, however, has been in Ihe 
current literature in the appropriate fields of Ancient Near Eastern Studiel With 
holdings of over twenty-three thousand volumes, the Research Archives Is a unique 
resource due to the breadth of Its coverage of the Ancient Near Ent and the 
availability of its resourcee. 
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Ace ••• 

The rHdlng room of the Reeearch ArchiYee " open 10 fllculty, staff and members of 
fie OrIenl8llnatitute; and 10 lIudenlllln the Dapattm .... t of NNr E_tem Languag_ 
and CiYiIizations. A. others desiring to u .. the Reeearch ArchIvea are .xpected to 
enroll 88 members of fie Oriental Institut.. • information on membership Ie available 
at the Suq In the Mu8aum lobby, or from the Membellhip ofIce (Room 234). 

Hours of operation during the academic year are from 8:00 AM • 5:00 PM Monday­
Friday; 10:00 AM· 4:00 PM Saturday; and 12:30·4:30 PM Sunday. 
Hours during interim periodI and holidays are changeable and will I» po8ted. Thoee 
who plan on using the ArchI .... during interim periodI and holidays, and thoM who 
are coming from out of town to u .. the Archlv .. at any time throughout the year, 
should call ahead 10 confirm that the Archives will I» open. The phone number " 
(312) 702-8537. 

Regulation. and Information 

PIeaM obeerYa the following regulations: 

1)No emokIng, food, or drin .. are allowed In \he Reeearch ArchIves. 

2)8oo1ca do not circulate, .. capt to faculty oftc. In thIa building tor IIhort perIoda of 
time, and are IUbject to immediate recall. ~ checking out a book, a patron 
agrees to permit the Research Archivist to enter offices In the building to 
retriew the book If It Is needed. Under no clrcum.tanc .. art book' to 
I"y. tbt bylldlng, If you need a book which Is chec:Md out, check with me. 
If you need a book for an .xtended period of time, pIeaee get It from 
Regenateln. 

3)Btabtly. book' you art nqt y.lng, Pay attention 10 accu,." reehelv\ng: A 
milHhelved book " a lcet book. 

4)1f a book Is not where you .xpect It to be, pIeaae check the card catalogu. before 
conauhlng the 1Iaff. 

5)When you photocopy books· be gentle· awid copying fragile books, dastroylng 
bindings, and leering pages. 

W. produce an Acquisitions list .very two month.. These IIsIII are distrbuted and 
posted. All new books and periodicals are displayed on the eastern folio caM for at 
least one month before they are shelved. Books from the recent acquiaitiol18 shelf do 
not cin:ulatt. 

The Catalogue of the OrIental Il18titute Lbrary (I.. the collection moved to Regensteln 
In 1970) Is available In the Photocopy Room on top of the pamphlet file. This 
catalogue gI .... acceae to Regensltin's pre-1970 material via cal numbers. Accesa 
to the University of Chicago Online Catalogue Is available at the discretion of the 
Archivist in the office - Ask. 
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Photocopying 

The Reeearc:h ArchlY88 hu two photocopy machlnee aVlliIllble for Ita patrons' 11M, 
one of which • both coin- Md card- operated, lie oller ~ only. Magnellc 
carda for the photocopy machinea (5clcopy) are for .. Ie In the Oriental lnatitute 
DIrector'. offioe at a cost of $10.00 01( $20.00 during reg ... buIInesa hours, Md In 
the R __ ch Archives offioe on weeIwndI. When available, we wit aIIIo ... toIIII of 
coina. The staff of the Research Archlv .. will not photocopy An::hlves materiall for 
patrons. Much of the material In the Reeearch Archives I. protected under the 
copyright laws of the United States. UMra of the photocopy machlnee .,.a 
I8eponsIlIe for 1lIIY violation of .,.. laws. 

Once again, we uk that you exan:iM care In copying from older 01( mora fragile 
books; if you wish to photocopy from 8UdI hams, pIeua conlUh the An::tIIvM staff 1InIt. 
In a faw cases, books hava a sticker on the cov., which reads 'PIease d5L.nQ1 
photocopy this volume;" this Is only done In the cue of very easily damaged materials 
and we ask that you ob8erY8 the requeal. 

ReMrVe m.terl.l. for el ..... 

Since the entiAt Research ArchlY88, being a non-drculallng coIIecbI, Is "on r..."." 
R ..... ch An::hiYes materia. are not put on I'4I88rW for c:Iasees. In eome caaea, where 
Instructors wish 10 place non-An::hlvee materials "on reeerve" In the Archives, they are 
placed on our reserva shelf. ,. In the cue of rag"'ar Archlvae matart ... theta 
I888fY8 nam. do not circulate, Md Ihould be retumed to lie .... rva 1heIf. 

The Ancient Neer Eat In Fiction Collection 

The R_rch ArchIYes has a small but growing collection of flclonal worka relating to 
the ancient Near East for the amusement and edification of h. patrons. All such 
materials have been received through past donations, and any future donation of 
noval., plays and story collections dealing with the ancient Ne.,. East would be 
grealy appreciated. This collection Is uncataloged, and Is located In the Photocopy 
Room. 

The RNdlng Room 

The Rese_ch Archives • housed In the former quarters of the old OrIental lnatitute 
Llbr.-y. The Reading Room, which W88 desc:rIIed by James Henry Breasled 88 "the 
most beautiful room in the building," retains most of the original decorative elementa 
and furnishings frOl(n when the OrIental InatlMe W88 complelBd In 1931. Of particular 
note _e the "lotus" Window In the south wei, with Its Egyptlan-styte design, the wood 
carvings on the north wal, and the elaborately painted ceiling, which was reoendy 
reslOl(ed to 1m original state. Over1ooking the Reading ROOI(n Is the Minstrel'. Gallery, 
which now houses the collection of the OrientallnsUtute Museum ArchMt. 
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Finally ... 

Maintaining the R .... ch Archives Is a cooperative effort If you can't find what 
you.are looking for, check with me or one of my aselatants; If you think a book Is 
mlscatalogued or lost, let us know; H you think we should have a book, request it ... 
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GUIDE TO THE LOCATION OF BOOKS IN THE RESEARCH ARCHIVES 

The Research Archive uses a simple (if occasionally idiosyncratic) system of 
organization There are eight categories of books. The category of a book can be 
determined on the basis of the call number In the left hand margin of the card 
catalogue entry. 

MONOGRAPHS no call number 

J 
JOURNALS XXX 

99 

S 
SERIES XXX 

99 

PAMPHLETS pam 

REFERENCE ref 

OVERSIZE 

FOLIO Folio 
Z-99 

MICROFORM micro 

Each of l1ese categories Is located as follows: 

Monographs: SheIwd alphabetically by author I &<Itor. 
Journals: Shelved aiph.numerically by call nUmber. All volumes ca. 1en and 
earlier are In the Xerox room. Volumes after ca. 1e72 begin on .,. .. tern wal of.,. 
reading room, continuing on the southern wall and the easternmoel row of stacks. 
Serle.: Shelved alpha-numerically by call number beginning on the westernmost 
row of stacks and continuing on the South and West walls of the readng room. 
Pamphlets: Filed alphabetically by author In the file cabinets In the Photocopy 
Room. 
Reference: Shelved on the North wall of l1e reading room and on the weetem folio 
case. 
Oversize: Shelved alphabetically on the bottom shelvee of the middle row of stacks. 
Folio: Shelved alpha-numericaHy by case and shelf number In the folio cases. 
Please ask for help in locating folios. 
Microform: Shelved in locking cabinet 5. PIeua ask for ~ locating microform 
materials. 

In a few cases, rare or extremely fragHe materials are kept in the ReeeIIn:h Archives 
OffIce; such items wiN have the words "See Office" on .,. catalog card. 
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FoId-out plan of lie Research Archives 
prepared from the original plans by T.G.WiIfong 
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