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N. Koslova, S. Loesov, and S. Tischenko, pp. 949–82 (Proceedings of the 53e Rencontre Assy-
riologique Internationale, Moscow; Babel and Bilbel 4; Orientalia et Classica 30; Winona Lake: 
Eisenbrauns, 2010).

Petra used philology combined with the comparative method to show that the final -i of one 
of the Hittite demonstratives is also present in several Luwian, Palaic, and Lydian demonstra-
tives (“Deictic-emphatic -i and the Anatolian demonstratives,” in a festschrift for a colleague 
[proof stage]).

Petra furthermore participated in the Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project as academic con-
tributor (see separate report), continuing to write the lemma ser “on top, above, over, because 
of” (currently ninety pages).

During winter and spring, Petra taught Elementary Hittite (II and III) and two core classes, 
Language and the Human (winter, a writing class co-taught with four other faculty from the 
Department of Linguistics), and Anatolian History (spring).

——————————

Gene Gragg

The Mellon Foundation Emeritus Fellowship grant for the creation of COMA (Cushitic-Omotic 
Morphological Database) officially ended on March 1, 2010, and a final report was delivered 
on June 1. The grant’s basic goal has been met. Although the archive is still being worked on, a 
provisional release of the whole application — data, scripts, and programs — is publicly available 
for downloading from our version control site http://bitbucket.org/gar/coma/overview/. (Click on 
the “get source >> zip” menu to download a compressed file, coma.zip, of about 30 MB, which, 
unzipped, expands to a directory tree of data and application files taking up about 350 MB on 
a hard disk.) Until a stable release is produced, we will continue to use this site, which enables 
uploading (for collaborators with proper access) and downloading (for any interested party) of 
updates, corrections, and additions to a project, so that everyone working on it (or interested in 
it) has access to the most current version of the project. However, potential users need to keep 
in mind that, even though the data format and basic display modules are fairly stable, the data-
query and data-manipulation software is still in a process of development, so that the contents of 
certain subdirectories in coma.zip can differ significantly, even from one day to the next. 

The archive currently contains 5,444 verbal and pronominal paradigms in forty-five lan-
guages:

• Thirty-two Cushitic languages (4537 paradigms)
• Six Omotic languages (555 paradigms)
• Five Semitic languages (305 paradigms)
• Two Egyptian languages (Coptic, Middle Egyptian: 47 paradigms)

All of the data is currently undergoing proofreading and checking against sources. Although 
some additions are still to be made, the Cushitic and Omotic parts of the archive cover most of 
the published monographic morphological data in these languages. What will need to be added 
next are unpublished data, and data on less well-attested, older, and sometimes no longer spoken 
Cushitic and Omotic varieties, scattered in a wide variety of published sources.

In the course of the year, two papers were given centering on the project and its linguistic 
rationale and logical structure:
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• Morphosyntax, Morphosemantics, and Homology: How to Query a Morphological 
Database, at the 38th North American Conference on Afroasatic Linguistics, Austin, 
Feburary 13–14

• What’s in a Paradigm? Lessons from the Cushitic-Omotic Morphological Archive, at 
the conference Linguistic Method and Theory and the Languages of the Ancient Near 
East, Oriental Institute, April 16, 2010

Finally, by way of a new project, which in a sense complements and extends the work of 
COMA, Gragg has agreed to contribute to a survey volume The Afroasiatic Languages being 
edited by Zygmunt Frajzyngier for Cambridge University Press.

——————————

Rebecca hasselbach

In the past academic year, Rebecca Hasselbach continued to work on her book project on the 
case system of the Semitic languages, which investigates the expression of grammatical roles 
and relations and their connection to parameters such as head- and dependent-marking and word 
order in Semitic. In this study, Hasselbach suggests an alternative reconstruction of both early 
Semitic case and alignment based on a typological approach. The manuscript of the book has 
been completed this spring and submitted to a publisher for review. Closely connected to the 
topic of her book manuscript is an article she is working on at the moment, which describes the 
connection of certain verbal markers, specifically markers expressing subordination and modal 
functions, and case markers. In this article she claims that the verbal endings -u and -a that are 
attested across Semitic can be etymologically and functionally derived from the nominative 
ending -u and the accusative in -a. In addition to these projects, Hasselbach wrote two entries 
for the Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, including an article on “Canaanite 
and Hebrew” and one on “Demonstratives in Hebrew.” Both have been accepted for publication 
and are now in press. 

This year also saw the publication of an article on Old South Arabian by Hasselbach: 
“Altsüdarabisch,” in Sprachen aus der Welt des Alten Testaments, edited by Holger Gzella, pp. 
132–59 (Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 2009). In addition, several review 
articles written by Hasselbach appeared, including review of Current Issues in the Analysis of 
Semitic Grammar and Lexicon I, edited by Lutz Edzard and Jan Retsö, in Zeitschrift der Deut-
schen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 159 (2009): 157–60; review of Current Issues in the 
Analysis of Semitic Grammar and Lexicon II, by the same editors, in Zeitschrift der Deutschen 
Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 159 (2009): 405–09; and review of La formation des mots dans 
les langues sémitiques, edited by Philippe Cassuto and Pierre Larcher, in Zeitschrift der Deut-
schen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 160 (2010): 165–68. 

Hasselbach further presented several papers at academic conferences in the past academic 
year. She talked about “The Function of Case Markers in Semitic” at the Annual Meeting of the 
North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics in Austin, Texas, February 2010; on “Ak-
kadian Demonstratives from a Comparative Perspective” at the meeting of the American Oriental 
Society in St. Louis, March; and on “The Application of Linguistic Typology to Semitic” at the 
conference on Linguistic Theory at the Oriental Institute, April 2010. 
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