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S. J. Kadhum, M. Hashem, H. M. Taha, M. R. Altaweel, and B. Studevent-Hickman, 
Akkadica 131 (2010).

He has in press an article assessing the Diyala sequence, which should appear this year in 
a book from Heidelberg University Press, and he has finished his report of the re-investiga-
tion of the Y Trench at Kish, which will appear as part of Karen Wilson’s publication on Kish.

During the year, he convened a fact-finding and planning meeting in Philadelphia of 
archaeologists who have worked or wish to work in Iraq. This was the last time that many 
of the attendees had the opportunity to interact with Donny George Youkhanna, who died 
about two weeks later. The Oriental Institute had scheduled a lecture by Dr. Youkhanna 
for early June. In his place, Gibson delivered an appreciation of Dr. Youkhanna’s scholarly 
contribution to the field. A week later, at an event marking the completion of the Chicago 
Assyrian Dictionary, Gibson gave an archaeologist’s perspective on the CAD. In addition, in 
March he attended a meeting on the situation of Iraqi academics during war and occupation, 
sponsored by the Brussels Tribunal held in Ghent, Belgium. He delivered a presentation on 
the effect on academic life caused by the looting of archaeological museums, universities, and 
sites. He still serves as the president of The American Academic Research Institute in Iraq, 
and in that capacity he is currently endeavoring to establish a center in a rented property 
in Baghdad. He also continues to represent the University of Chicago on the board of the 
American Institute for Yemeni Studies. In addition, he still serves on the board of the Council 
of American Overseas Research Centers. 

————————————————————

Petra M. Goedegebuure 

The basic philosophy that forms the foundation of all Petra M. Goedegebuure’s work on 
the ancient languages of Anatolia — such as Hittite, Luwian, Palaic, and Hattian — is that 
she takes language as a social phenomenon, in contrast with the equally valid concept of 
language as a cognitive-biological phenomenon. This is reflected in her approach of combin-
ing philology and the cultural background of texts with language typology and functional 
grammar.

Petra’s specific aims are (1) to develop methods for applying modern linguistics to dead 
languages; (2) to further explore the Anatolian languages at the level of pragmatics, espe-
cially information structure and deixis; therefore (3) to arrive at a better understanding of 
the texts and the communicative goals of the ancient authors.

This year Petra spent most of her time teaching five classes, three in winter (Elementary 
Hittite II, Language and the Human (a core class co-taught with five other faculty from the 
departments of Linguistics, NELC, Slavic Languages and Literatures, and Germanic Studies), 
Readings in Palaic (a research seminar with graduate students in Hittitology), and two in 
spring (Elementary Hittite III and Hittite Linguistics).

The core class Language and the Human directed Petra toward semiotics, which she then 
applied to the visual aspects of Hittite culture in the presentation “Anatolian Aniconoclasm: 
Not Destruction But Deactivation” at the Oriental Institute Post-Doc seminar on Iconoclasm, 
April 8–9, 2011.

In the Linguistics class Petra explored ergativity, information structure, and aspect from 
a theoretical linguistic perspective, and asked her students to implement the results on their 
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extinct language of choice. This class relied heavily on Petra’s own work on information 
structure (“The Pragmatic Function Focus in Hittite” presented at the workshop Linguistic 
Method and Theory and the Languages of the Ancient Near East, April 16, 2010, Oriental In-
stitute; in progress) and ergativity (“Split-ergativity in Anatolian,” Zeitschrift für Assyriologie; 
submitted). The study of ergativity is also part of a new book project, The Core Cases in the 
Anatolian Languages: Semantics, Syntax, Morphology, Diachrony. Based on this project Petra was 
awarded a fellowship from the Franke Institute of the Humanities for 2011–2012.

The following articles were published:

•	 “The Alignment of Hattian: An Active Language with an Ergative Base,” in Babel und 
Bibel 4–5 (2007–08): 949–81.

•	 “Deictic-emphatic -i and the Anatolian Demonstratives,” in Ex Anatolia Lux: Anatolian 
and Indo-European Studies in Honor of H. Craig Melchert on the Occasion of His Sixty-fifth 
Birthday, edited by Ronald Kim, pp. 55–67 (Ann Arbor: Beech Stave Press, 2010).

•	 “The Luwian Adverbs zanta ‘Down’ and *ānni ‘With, For, Against,’” In Acts of the 7th 

International Congress of Hittitology, Çorum, August 25–31, 2008, edited by Aygül Süel, pp. 
299–318 (Ankara: Anit Matbaa, 2010).

•	 “The Luwian Demonstratives of Place and Manner,” in Luwian and Hittite Studies Pre-
sented to J. David Hawkins on the Occasion of his 70th Birthday, edited by Itamar Singer, 
pp. 76-94 (Sonia and Marco Nadler Institute of Archaeology Monograph Series 28; 
Tel Aviv: Emery and Claire Yass Publications in Archaeology, 2010).

Petra also submitted three entries for Blackwell’s Encyclopedia of Ancient History: “Hattic (Lan-
guage),” “Labarna,” and “Kashka.” 

Petra furthermore participated in the Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project (see separate 
report), finishing the lemma ser “on top, above, because of, on account of, regarding” (ca. 
110 pages).

————————————————————

Gene Gragg

All year long Gene Gragg has continued work on the user interface (for paradigm query and 
manipulation) of the morphological archive project. The latter, with the addition of Semitic 
and Egyptian, and with forthcoming Berber data, has now been rebaptized as the Afroasiatic 
Morphological Archive (AAMA, perhaps a more felicitous acronym than the COMA of the 
former Cushitic-Omotic Morphological Archive). Gene’s programmer (Gregg Reynolds) and 
he are still looking for a “beta release” in fall 2011. 

Papers and conferences given in the course of the year reflect for the most part either 
the content or the structure of the archive: 

•	 Gene gave a paper at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow, November 17, at the in-
vitation of the Polish Academy of Sciences, with the title “Paradigm in Theory and 
Practice: Towards an Afroasiatic Morphological Archive.” A version of that paper 
was also given on December 9 at a seminar in the Ecole Normale Superieure in Paris.

•	 “Inflectional Classes and Root Classes in Cushitic,” at the 39th North American Con-
ference on Afroasatic Linguistics, University of Texas at Austin, February 12–13.
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