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arly energies for the last thirty-two years. A guide and history, “How We Wrote the Chicago 
Assyrian Dictionary,” appeared this year in the Journal of Near Eastern Studies 69 (2010): 1–21.

Meanwhile, I have served as dean of the Division of the Humanities since 2007 and have 
continued to do research and publish in the area of ancient Mesopotamian legal history. 
Three articles reassessing categories of personal status were submitted to press in 2010–11: 
“A Note on m�r aw�lim in the Old Babylonian Law Collections” will appear in the conference 
volume Din�t m�šarim: Studien zur Setzung und Legitimation des Rechts im Kodex Hammurapi und 
im Alten Testament, a special issue of BZAR; “On Persons in the Old Babylonian Law Collec-
tions: The Case of m�r aw�lim in Bodily Injury Provisions” will appear in a volume in honor of 
our colleague Matthew Stolper; and “Errant Oxen, or: The Goring Ox Redux” will appear in a 
Festschrift for a dear colleague who (I hope) still is not aware of the volume.

In May 2011, I attended a planning session at the University of Cambridge for the launch 
of a new comparative ancient law series, for which I will be responsible for the Mesopota-
mian material. This project will occupy more than a dozen scholars of ancient Greek, Roman, 
Indian, Chinese, Mesopotamian, and Egyptian legal history for several years to come. I look 
forward to working with colleagues on this new collaborative project.

————————————————————

Yorke M. rowan 

During July–August 2010, Yorke M. Rowan co-directed (with Morag Kersel) the second sea-
son of excavations at the Chalcolithic (4500–3600 bc) site of Marj Rabba, in the lower Galilee, 
Israel (see separate report). The excavations exposed rectilinear stone architecture, possible 
remains of silos, and evidence for domesticated pigs, sheep, goat, and cattle at the site. In 
addition, Yorke co-directed (with Gary Rollefson and Morag Kersel) an exploratory survey 
and recording at the site of Maitland’s Mesa in the badia of eastern Jordan. A brief article on 
their work, “Maitland’s ‘Mesa’ Reassessed: A Late Prehistoric Cemetery in the Eastern Badia, 
Jordan” was published in Antiquity (85/327, http://php.york.ac.uk/org/antiquity/projgall.
php). The general research project in the eastern desert of Jordan, “Desert Monuments to 
the Dead: Views of the Early Pastoral Lifeways in Jordan’s Eastern Desert,” co-authored with 
Rollefson and Alex Wasse, also appeared in the American Center for Oriental Research Newsletter 
22/1 (available online at www.acorjordan.org). 

Culture, Chronology and the Chalcolithic: Theory and Transition, a volume co-edited with 
Jaimie Lovell, was published by Oxbow for the Council for British Research in the Levant 
Supplementary Series and includes an introductory chapter by Rowan and Lovell. 

Yorke’s review of The Archaeology of Ritual, by E. Kyriakidis, appeared in Near Eastern Ar-
chaeology 73/4 (2010): 254–55.

Yorke participated in a number of conferences during the academic year. In November, at 
the annual ASOR (American Schools of Oriental Research) meetings in Atlanta, he presented 
a paper about the Oriental Institute’s excavations at Marj Rabba, “Marj Rabba: Excavation 
of a Chalcolithic Settlement in the Galilee.” Also at the ASOR meetings he co-authored a 
paper with G. Rollefson, A. Wasse, and M. Kersel titled “Mr. Big: Honoring Leaders of Late 
Prehistoric Pastoral Societies in Jordan’s Eastern Badia.” In addition, Rollefson, Kersel, and 
Rowan presented a poster on their research in the eastern desert of Jordan, “Living with the 
Dead: Mortuary Landscapes in the Badlands of Jordan.” Yorke also served as chair at the ASOR 
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meetings for the session “Reports on Current Excavations and Surveys, Non-ASOR Affiliated,” 
and continued with other committee work for ASOR. This year he was elected to the Board 
of Trustees of the W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research in Jerusalem. 

At the annual meetings for the Society for American Archaeology, held in Sacramento, 
Yorke presented a paper with M. Kersel, titled “Deconstructing the Holy Land: Cultural Heri-
tage, Archaeology, Tourism and the Miniature.” Yorke was invited to present a lecture to 
the Archaeological Institute of American in Milwaukee in May titled, “Death’s Dominion 
during the Chalcolithic Period in the Southern Levant.” In addition, he was invited to pres-
ent a lecture to an avocational archaeology society in Sarasota, Florida, “Death’s Dominion: 
Excavating Religion and Ritual at the End of Prehistory.” 

With Gil Stein and Abbas Alizadeh, Yorke received a grant from the Wenner-Gren Foun-
dation to organize an international group of scholars for a workshop, Pathways to Power: 
The Emergence of Political Authority and Hierarchy in the 6th–5th Millennia BC; Near East-
Comparative Perspectives, to be held at the Oriental Institute in fall 2011. 

————————————————————

Foy scalf

For the first time in perhaps a decade, an in-class course on the grammar of Middle Egyptian 
was taught for the Oriental Institute Museum over the winter and fall quarters of 2011. Foy 
Scalf led a dedicated class through eight weeks of an Introduction to Egyptian Hieroglyphs 
(January 11–March 3), during which the students covered the first eight lessons in James 
Hoch’s Middle Egyptian Grammar. Hoch’s final eight lessons were completed by a few dedicated 
souls during Intermediate Egyptian Hieroglyphs (April 14–June 2), thereby giving them a 
solid foundation in the ancient Egyptian language. The class was a success and Foy contin-
ues to meet with a small group of these students to further read Egyptian texts in order to 
solidify their understanding of Egyptian grammar and expand their cultural knowledge of 
ancient Egypt.

On July 7, 2010, Foy presented a lecture on “Roman Egypt” for Ancient Egyptian Lan-
guage, Culture, and History, the Egyptian summer school taught by Rozenn Bailleul-LeSuer 
at the Oriental Institute. In April, 2011, Chicago hosted the 62nd Meeting of the American 
Research Center in Egypt at which he presented a paper entitled “Innovation and Tradition: 
The Placement of Funerary Papyri in Greco-Roman Egypt,” describing insights from his dis-
sertation research. In this paper, he argued that distinct changes in how funerary papyri were 
prepared for burial had ancient parallels among the iconography associated with preparation 
of the burial equipment. 

In addition to ensuring that the Research Archives is well stocked, Foy made strides on 
several publication projects. He is currently preparing a manuscript for a Festschrift volume 
on a collection of unpublished Demotic texts on large jar fragments in the Oriental Institute 
entitled “A Collection of Demotic Votive Texts from the Oriental Institute of the University 
of Chicago.” Although heretofore unidentified, the Demotic texts that adorn these large jars 
indicate that they were probably once used as sacred ibis votive offerings to Thoth. Another 
Demotic text from a jar in the Oriental Institute is the subject of his manuscript “An Em-
balmer’s Bowl with Demotic Inscription (OIM 9115).”
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