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meetings for the session “Reports on Current Excavations and Surveys, Non-ASOR Affiliated,” 
and continued with other committee work for ASOR. This year he was elected to the Board 
of Trustees of the W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research in Jerusalem. 

At the annual meetings for the Society for American Archaeology, held in Sacramento, 
Yorke presented a paper with M. Kersel, titled “Deconstructing the Holy Land: Cultural Heri-
tage, Archaeology, Tourism and the Miniature.” Yorke was invited to present a lecture to 
the Archaeological Institute of American in Milwaukee in May titled, “Death’s Dominion 
during the Chalcolithic Period in the Southern Levant.” In addition, he was invited to pres-
ent a lecture to an avocational archaeology society in Sarasota, Florida, “Death’s Dominion: 
Excavating Religion and Ritual at the End of Prehistory.” 

With Gil Stein and Abbas Alizadeh, Yorke received a grant from the Wenner-Gren Foun-
dation to organize an international group of scholars for a workshop, Pathways to Power: 
The Emergence of Political Authority and Hierarchy in the 6th–5th Millennia BC; Near East-
Comparative Perspectives, to be held at the Oriental Institute in fall 2011. 

————————————————————

Foy scalf

For the first time in perhaps a decade, an in-class course on the grammar of Middle Egyptian 
was taught for the Oriental Institute Museum over the winter and fall quarters of 2011. Foy 
Scalf led a dedicated class through eight weeks of an Introduction to Egyptian Hieroglyphs 
(January 11–March 3), during which the students covered the first eight lessons in James 
Hoch’s Middle Egyptian Grammar. Hoch’s final eight lessons were completed by a few dedicated 
souls during Intermediate Egyptian Hieroglyphs (April 14–June 2), thereby giving them a 
solid foundation in the ancient Egyptian language. The class was a success and Foy contin-
ues to meet with a small group of these students to further read Egyptian texts in order to 
solidify their understanding of Egyptian grammar and expand their cultural knowledge of 
ancient Egypt.

On July 7, 2010, Foy presented a lecture on “Roman Egypt” for Ancient Egyptian Lan-
guage, Culture, and History, the Egyptian summer school taught by Rozenn Bailleul-LeSuer 
at the Oriental Institute. In April, 2011, Chicago hosted the 62nd Meeting of the American 
Research Center in Egypt at which he presented a paper entitled “Innovation and Tradition: 
The Placement of Funerary Papyri in Greco-Roman Egypt,” describing insights from his dis-
sertation research. In this paper, he argued that distinct changes in how funerary papyri were 
prepared for burial had ancient parallels among the iconography associated with preparation 
of the burial equipment. 

In addition to ensuring that the Research Archives is well stocked, Foy made strides on 
several publication projects. He is currently preparing a manuscript for a Festschrift volume 
on a collection of unpublished Demotic texts on large jar fragments in the Oriental Institute 
entitled “A Collection of Demotic Votive Texts from the Oriental Institute of the University 
of Chicago.” Although heretofore unidentified, the Demotic texts that adorn these large jars 
indicate that they were probably once used as sacred ibis votive offerings to Thoth. Another 
Demotic text from a jar in the Oriental Institute is the subject of his manuscript “An Em-
balmer’s Bowl with Demotic Inscription (OIM 9115).”
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Reviews of several volumes have finally appeared over the last year, including Susanne 
Bickel and Bernard Mathieu (eds.), D’un monde à l’autre: textes des pyramides et textes des sarco-
phages, in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 71 (2011); J. Assmann, Death and Salvation in Ancient 
Egypt, in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 70 (2011): 124–26; I. Guermeur, Les cultes d’Amon hors 
de Thèbes: recherches de géographie religieuse, in Journal of Near Eastern Studies 70 (2011): 126–27.

————————————————————

andrea seri

Andrea Seri presented a paper entitled “The Role of Creation in Enūma eliš” at the confer-
ence Imagined Beginnings: The Poetics and Politics of Cosmogony, Theogony and Anthro-
pogony in the Ancient World, sponsored by the Center for the Study of Ancient Religions 
at the University of Chicago, the Midwest Consortium on Ancient Religions, and the Franke 
Institute for the Humanities. The paper will be published in the volume Imagined Beginnings: 
Ancient Cosmogonies, Theogonies and Anthropogonies in the Eastern Mediterranean, co-edited by 
Chris Faraone and Andrea Seri. She has also submitted the article “Borrowings to Create 
Anew: Intertextuality in the Babylonian Poem of ‘Creation,’” which will appear in a Fest-
schrift. Andrea published two articles. The first is entitled “Domestic Female Slaves during 
the Old Babylonian Period,” in Slaves and Households in the Ancient Near East, edited by L. Cul-
bertson, pp. 49–67 (Oriental Institute Seminars 7; Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2011). The 
other article is “Adaptation of Cuneiform to Write Akkadian,” in Visible Language: Inventions of 
Writing in the Ancient Middle East and Beyond, edited by Christopher Woods, pp. 85–93 (Oriental 
Institute Museum Publications 32; Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2010). She also wrote an 
entry on the word nadītum for the Encyclopaedia of Ancient History (Wiley-Blackwell) and is 
currently editing her second book, The House of Prisoners: State and Slavery in Uruk during the 
Revolt against Samsu-iluna, for final submission.

Andrea continues collaborating with the Berkeley Prosopography Services and is prepar-
ing electronic editions of all the documents dated to King Rīm-Anum of Uruk to be included 
in website Oracc (The Open Richly Annotated Cuneiform Corpus, managed by S. Tinney of 
the University of Pennsylvania, E. Robson of Cambridge University, and N. Veldhuis of the 
University of California at Berkeley). Andrea has also reviewed articles for the Journal of Near 
Eastern Studies, is one of the members of the Oriental Institute publications committee, and 
is also an Associate Member (PAMW Affiliate) to the Classics Department of the University 
of Chicago.

————————————————————

Oğuz soysal

Oğuz Soysal continued his job with the Chicago Hittite Dictionary (CHD) Project. Much of his 
time was spent writing articles on words beginning with tu and preparing the transliterations 
of the recent cuneiform editions, Keilschrifttexte aus Boğazköi volumes 47, 51, 56, 58, and 60 for 
the CHD files. His personal research has continued to focus on Hittite history/culture and the 
Hattian language. Soysal published the following articles in 2010–2011: “Philological Contribu-
tions to Hattian — Hittite Religion (II). On the Origin and the Name of the ḫazkarai-women,” 
in Pax Hethitica: Studies on the Hittites and their Neighbours in Honour of Itamar Singer, pp. 340–50 

oi.uchicago.edu




