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THE MUSEUM, 
CHILDREN, AND 
EDUCATION 

" This, then, J believe to be the museum's greatest value to the 
child, irrespective of what a museum's content may be: to stim
ulate his imagination , to arouse his curiosity so that he wishes 
to penetrate even more deeply the m eaning of what he is ex
posed to in the museum, to give him a chance to admire in his 
own good time things which are beyond his ken , and most 
important of all, to give him a f eeling of awe f or the wonders 
of the world. Because a world that is not full of wonders is one 
hardly worth the effort of growing up in."* 

The education department of the Oriental Institute has 
just observed its third anniversary, so the announcement 
of a grant from the Illinois Humanities Council (see p.6 ) 
\.-cUI ut: li:1kt:1l as i:1 " VULt: uf l:unflut:Hl:t:" fur the many 
innovative programs already developed within the de
partment. With the appointment of Joan Barghusen as a 
full-time educational coordinator, the Museum joined the 
small but growing circle of museums in the Chicago area 
which have educational personnel whose primary focus 
is working with teachers and school children. Her ap
pointment was the culmination of the fifteen years of ded
icated educational efforts by the volunteer docents. As 
" gallery teachers" who deal with more than 60,000 vis
itors each year, the docents are the foundation on which 
the Institute ' s education program continues to be built. 

Joan Barghusen feels strongly that museums must pro
vide experiences that are both enjoyable and educational 
to people of all backgrounds and ages. Consequently, a 
good deal of her initial work as coordinator has been 
devoted to researching, writing , testing, and producing 
interesting teaching materials. She works closely with and 
represents the Museum in two city-wide groups . The first 
is the Chicago Area Museum Educators Roundtable. The 
Oriental Institute hosted a meeting of the Roundtable in 
1981 , and planned a program which brought together Chi
cago Board of Education curriculum coordinators with 
the museum educators. The second city-wide group is the 
newly formed Chicago Coalition for the Arts . This is an 
advocacy group founded in cooperation with the Arts , 
Education and Americans , Inc., a national advocacy group 
which grew out of a panel of the same name , headed by 
David Rockefeller, Jr. Membership in this Coalition is by 
invitation only, and was offered to the Oriental Institute 
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Museum because it had an education department specif
ically working with schools. Joan has also found that her 
job as education coordinator brings her into direct contact 
with many of the other educational and cultural institu
tions in the city. She has worked with the Chicago Board 
of Education on various levels, with several other mu
seums in the city, and has participated in classes on mu
seum education given by Professor William D. Pattison 
at the University of Chicago. 

The collections at the Oriental Institute Museum offer 
an unparalleled educational resource for students and 
teachers engaged in studies related to the ancient Near 
East, comments Joan Barghusen. She says that effective 
use of its potential , however, requires interpretation. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page I) 

" With proper interpretation and appropriate adaptations 
for different age and interest groups , the collection can 
'come alive' for people of all ages , from the kindergar
tener to the adult. This interpretation and adaptation is 
the business of the EducationlVolunteer offices," she 
explains. 

Once the education department was organized three 
years ago , it was important to develop and implement 
programs to help educators effectively use the Oriental 
Institute in their teaching. With the help of three annual 
grants from the Illinois Arts Council , two Teacher' s Kits 
were designed , slide programs developed , and adventure 
sheets in a lighter vein were created for children visiting 
the Museum as individuals or with their familie s. 

The first of the Teacher' s Kits has been in use since 
the fall of 1980, and was designed for upper elementary 
groups . It enables a nonspecialist teacher, as elementary 
teachers invariably are , to integrate a field trip to the 
Oriental Institute into classroom study. Materials in
cluded are maps and time-lines with photos of Oriental 
Institute objects to help prepare students for their visit , 
informational essays for the teacher, and gallery guide 
sheets for students to use at the Museum after a tour. The 
second , an Advanced Level Teacher' s Kit , was developed 
for high school groups. It includes preparatory and fol
low-up materials as well as gallery guide sheets which are 
broader in scope and more sophisticated in content than 
the ones in the first Kilo 

The education department al so presents teacher ' s 
workshops , which give teachers information about spe
cific topics illustrated in the collection to help them see 
ways to incorporate Museum material into classroom work 
and projects . To date, two " Teacher's Days" have been 
given to acquaint teachers with the Museum and two 
workshops to demonstrate the use of the Teacher' s Kit. 
In addition , special topic workshops have been given in 
connection with temporary exhibits at the Museum. These 
include " Books in the Ancient World" along with the 
Islamic Bookbinding Exhibit ; "Alexander in the East" in 
conjunction with the Art Institute, to coincide with the 
Alexander exhibit there and the concurrent "Alexander 
in the East" exhibit here ; and a Prehistory workshop , 
featuring the Braidwoods, whose work at Jarmo formed 
the core ofthe Museum's current temporary exhibit " The 
Quest for Prehistory" . 

Joan is happy to confer with teachers who are planning 
a visit , to provide resources and references , even to lend 
books and materials , as well as to plan any special pro
gramming. She encourages classes to come for more than 
one visit if possible , so that their study both at the Mu
seum and in class, can have more depth . The education 
department has had several extremely good experiences 
with multiple-visit programs by elementary age school 
children. The pilot project was in 1980 with University 
of Chicago Laboratory School second-graders , which in
spired the class teachers to adopt the study of Egyptian 
culture as their regular social studies curriculum . Even 

though these teachers have been transferred to Kinder
garten teaching this year, they plan to visit the Museum 
with their class in a study of pre-urban life styles. There 
have also been multiple-visit programs with local publiC« 
schools and a suburban enrichment program for gifted 
students. One of the most rewarding aspects of the multi
visit programs is that all the teachers who have partici
pated in them plan to repeat them, developing their in
school sections more fully as their own abilities develop 
through contact with the Museum education program. 

During the past year, art projects have been gaining 
emphasis at the Institute as a way to integrate material 
into the curriculum. The process of creating an art work 
based on an object seen at the Museum helps the student 
to "see" that object with a fuller understanding than is 
gained by simply looking at it. Creating also offers a way 
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for the student to make that artifact a part of his own 
experience in a very personal and memorable way. Most 
teacher workshops throughout the year, therefore, in
cluded an art component: Teachers learned to make cyl
inder seals using self-hardening clay, a replica of the Meg
iddo game board, copies of Egyptian amulets, cardboard 
pyramid models, and a colored paper mosaic lion pat
terned after the lion from the Processional Way in Ne
buchadnezzar's Babylon. 

Many basic human concerns are shared across the span 
of time and space separating modern man from ancient 
Near East cultures. Arts, sciences, religion , ethics, the 
study of political systems and change are only a few of 
the disciplines whose beginnings can be traced by the 
study of material and written remains of the earliest civ
ilizations that we know. 

Nina Jensen in her "Children, Teenagers and Adults in 
Museums" (May/June 1982 Museum News) comments 
that " Museum programs must relate to the life experi
ences of the audiences they seek to motivate and engage. 
As museum members come to understand their audiences 
in greater depth , they can create programs more directly 
relevant to them." 

Joan Barghusen is getting to know the entire museum 
audience as she sets up the programs to educate teachers 
about the body of materials available to them in the Ori
ental Institute Museum for the study of ancient Near East
ern history. She has discovered that people are fascinated 
by the topic-Egypt especially has long held a fascination 

all its own. The almost universal initial interest in the 
perceived adventure and romance of archaeology often 
leads into interest in the investigative aspects. Building 
a picture of what happened, based on evidence discov
ered, seems to have a very wide appeal. Joan has also 
discovered that a growing appreciation of the Biblical 
events as part of a larger context has aroused growing 
public interest in archaeology and history of Mesopotamia 
and Syria/Palestine. 

Whether we are teachers, students, or the average pub
lic audience with a modicum of curiosity, we have a 
"home" in the Oriental Institute Museum where we can 
listen to lectures, pore over bibliographies for further study 
to augment what we heard in the lectures , and then take 
off to the Museum galleries where the lecture content can 
be related to something concrete-for example, if we have 
become acquainted with Thutmose III through a lecture, 
how exciting to see his tools in the Museum galleries, or 
vice versa-if the tools of Thutmose III intrigue us, let 
us learn more about the man! 

Happy birthday to the Oriental Institute Museum ed
ucation department as its fourth year gets under way in 
an aura of exciting learning expectations. 

-Elda Maynard 

*"Children, Curiosity and Museums" by Bruno Bettelheim, in 
Roundtable Reports , a publication of the Museum Education 
Roundtable , Vol. 5 No.2 , 1980. 
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ORIENTAL INSTITUTE MUSEUM 
WINTER WORKSHOPS FOR CHILDREN 

Four Saturday workshops combining gallery study with 
creative and craft activities for children ages 6 through 
12 . Each workshop includes tour, snack, and hands-on 
project , which results in a product the child takes home. 
Advanced registration required. Call 962-9507 to reserve. 

Workship I: Archaeology Workshop 
We will look at some especially interesting objects in the 
Museum, including King Tut statue , Assyrian bull-man, 
Sumerian statues, and learn about how and where ar
chaeologists found them. After a light snack, we will pre
tend to be archaeologists and " excavate" pot sherds, 
sorting and piecing them together. Each participant wi ll 
reconstruct and take home a pot of his own. 
Saturday, January 21 10 a.m.-noon. Fee: $8.00 
Workshop II: Make-A-Book Workshop 
After a short tour of the galleries to stimulate ideas , par
ticipants will create their own imaginative or artistic 
work-perhaps a "translation" of an inscription , a draw
ing of an object, a story or poem-based on some Museum 
object. After the session , the collected works of the par
ticipants will be duplicated and a booklet made containing 
all of them, with a copy for each person. Books wi ll be 
available at Feb . 18 workshop or can be picked up at 
Museum Education Office. 
Saturday, January 2lJ 10 a.m.-noon Fee: $8.00 

Workshop III-a: Make-A-Pot Workshop--session 1 
Students will tour the galleries to look at some of the 
many and varied clay vessels from the Ancient Near East
plain and useful pots, such as milk and wine jugs from 
Egypt, beautifully painted and decorated pots from Mes
opotamia, Iran and Egypt, and Turkey. Special attention 
will be paid to the shapes of the vessels. Each person will 
then mold his own vessel from a special ceramic-like sub
stance , making either a reproduction of a gallery object 
or a creation from his own imagination. Pots will be baked 
and ready for decoration at the next session. 
Saturday, February 18 10-noon. Fee: $13 (includes 
materials) 
Workshop III-b: Make-A-Pot Workshop--session 2 
The gallery tour wi ll concentrate on careful viewing of 
the decorations on painted pots- simple geometric de
signs, stylized animals, floral designs . Participants can 
sketch a design to copy onto their own pot, or use one 
of their own imagining. Decorated pots will be ready to 
be taken home . 
Saturday, February 25 1O-noon Fee: $8.00 
Workshops may be taken as a series or individually. Please 
note that Workshop III has two sessions. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION OR TO RESERVE, CALL 962-9507. 
These workshops are supported in part by a grant from 
the Illinois Arts Council, an agency of the state of Illinois. 
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GJRIENTAL INSTITUTE 1984 ARCHAEOLOGICAL TOURS 

C· . ~GYPT March 7-March 22,1984 

.. ~. Our tour of Egypt will be led by Ann'Macy Roth, a PhD 
candidate in Egyptology at rheOrietltal Institute, and will 
provide a fascinating look . at the ~rJ:, history, and culture 
which originated in the Nile Villley ·over '5;000 years ago. 
Tne trip' will feature' a five-day N,ilecruise on .a Sheraton 
ship. A complete itinerary is available from the Mem
bership Office: The cost of the trip from Chicago is: 
.. Land an:angemerits . $2295.00 

¥Rol:l,nd trip air 'fare froQ1 Chicago (APEX) $917.00 
. Single supplement,hotels only $390.00 
Single supplem~nt, hotels and ship $915.00 

" i. plt.Js a $350 tax~deductible contributjon to the: Orient.al 
~ . [eJ,nstitute. This inc\ud~sdet4xe accommodations, Nile 

cruise, all land arrange'inents."arid all but thr¢e meals. A 
$}OQ dep9si1is. J:eqiiired at the time of b.ookihg; . 

·jrGYl'T JUl]e ~9-Jdiy 15,>1984' 
-v, .... ,'~ "-,,_8 ',;; :Ie, >' \ , 

J3ftl~~ Wjllia~s " .Research Associate at the Oriental In
. stitute ; will be the lecturer for a 17-day summer tour to 
Egypt. Designed for people who cannot travel in the win
ter months , touring will be in an air-conditioned motor 
coach. Egypt is extremely hot in the summer months and 
this tour should not be undertaken by people who are not 
in excellent physical condition. A complete itinerary is 
available from the Membe.rship Office . Cost of the trip 
from Chicago is: 

Land arrangements $1915.00 

Round trip air fare from Chicago (APEX) $1] 67 .00 
Single supplement . $400.00 

plus a $350 tax-deductible contribution to the Oriental 
Institute. This includes deluxe accommodations, all land 
arrangements andaJ] but eleven Il]eals . A $300 deposit is 
required at time of booking. 

TURKEY October 12-November 2, 1984 

A tour of Turkey, highlighted by v isits to two of the Ori
ental Institute's Turkish excavations of Anatoiia" Harran 
and (:ayonti, will be led by Institute professor Robert J. 
Braidwood and Linda Braidwood. A complete itinerary 
for this 22.day tour is available from the . Membership 
Office . Cost of the trip from Chicago is: 

.' Land arrangements .. , $1795.00 
Roundtrip air far from Chicag6, (APEX) . $1062.00 
Single supplement $300 

plus ,a $350 ,iax-deductible contribution tothe Oriental 
Institute. This includes hotels, all land arrangements and 
all but four · meals. A $300 deposit isreqi.Iired at time of 
booking. 

On each of these tours an;angements may . be made be
forehand with the travel agent (Archaeological ToUrs) to 
travel in Europe or the Near East befote or after the tour. 
Archaeological Tours will be glad to help you with these 
arrangements but you will be responsible for any addi
tional travel costs or surcharges. 

Information on all tours is available from the Membership Office , The Orienta/Institute, J 155 East 58th Street, Chicago, Illinois, 
60637. (312) 962-9513. 

h r---- - - .- - -- ---- ---:;- - --- - --- - --- - ---- --- - - - - -------- ---., 
I ' . [ 
I Please enroll me/us in the' Institute's 1984 Archaeological Tour to: I 

I 0 Egypt, March 7-March. 22 0 Share room (with?) I 

I 0 Egypt, June 29-July 15 0 Single room , 

'0 I I Turkey, October 12-November 2 0 Send detailed itinerary for , 

I , 

Name(s) _______ ~ ____________________________ ~------------------------------

Address_~-----~~-----------~~--~---~~--------------------------

City _________ --'-~ _________________ ....:.... __ State .,-. --'---'-__ --'-____ Zip __ -,,-_ 

Daytime telephone _________________ --________________ Home telephone __________ __ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

(C.
" :,'. Enclos~d is $ ________ ($300 per person) as a deposit to hold my/our place , payable to I 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL TOURS, INC. , 
I 
I : Mail to: Membership Office, The Oriental Institute , 1155 East 58th St. , Chicago, IL 60637 (312) 962-9513 , 

L ____________ . ___________________ _ I 
__-1 
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RUG SHOW AT 
NORTHWESTERN 

Two Oriental Institute faculty members , working on be
half of the Chicago Rug Society, have helped put together 
the spectacular exhibit " Discoveries from Kurdish 
Looms," open now through February 19, 1984 at the Block 
Gallery, Northwestern University. Featuring rugs , bags, 
and other weavings made by Kurdish women in the Kur
dish areas of Iran, Iraq, and Turkey, this is the first time 
that an exhibition has been devoted entirely to Kurdish 
weaving. McGuire Gibson was chairman of the coordi
nating committee and the catalogue of the exhibition was 
edited by Robert Biggs. This fully illustrated catalogue 
includes essays by several specialists in Kurdish weaving 
scholarship as well as an historical essay by John Perry 
of The University of Chicago. The catalogue is available 
in the Suq for $18. Don't miss this show! 

Turkish Kurdish jlat-woven bag, early 20th century. Photo courtesy 
Mary and Leigh Block Gallery, North western University . 
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