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TAble of ConTenTs

Exhibitions 3–4

Adults 5–10

Educators 11–14

Family & Youth 15–16

Members 17–18

Contact Us 19

HouRs
Monday Closed 
Tuesday 10am–5pm 
Wednesday 10am–8pm 
Thursday 10am–5pm 
Friday 10am–5pm 
Saturday 10am–5pm 
Sunday 10am–5pm

Closed on January 1, July 4, Thanksgiving Day, and December 25.  
Reduced hours the day before Thanksgiving (10am–3pm), and 
December 24 and 31 (10am–4pm).

CosT
Free | Suggested donation:  
Adults $10, Children 12 or under $5

PlAn A visiT To THe oRienTAl insTiTuTe
Self-guided tours, docent-led tours, and hands-on tour programs for 
eight or more people require scheduling by our reservations staff.  
Visit oi.uchicago.edu/tours for details.

Self-Guided Audio Tour
for rent at the suq  
General $5, members free

Learn more about the exhibits with a series of audio 
guides to the collection.



exhibitions



PeRsePolis: imAGes of An emPiRe
In the Special Exhibit Gallery, ongoing

See the magnitude and grandeur of the ruins of this center of the 
Achaemenid Persian empire (ca. 550–330 BC) through prints of iconic 
photographs taken during the Oriental Institute’s Persian Expedition 
(1931–1939), quotations from travelers to the site, and a multimedia 
display featuring the architecture of Persepolis and surrounding 
topography. 

Don’T TAke my sTuff — Tell my sToRy
In the Lower Level of the Oriental Institute, May 1–November 1

When an archaeological site has been damaged, a page from the 
storybook about humankind (aka “history”) has been ripped out before 
it could ever be written. Today, heritage is under threat as never before. 
K–12 students and adults respond to the memory of the history that 
has been lost through looting and destruction, and hope for the history 
yet to be discovered by archaeologists through two-dimensional art. 
Presented in collaboration with The Dream Rocket Project.

A THReATeneD HeRiTAGe
Throughout the Museum, ongoing

In the Middle East and North Africa, political instability and conflict 
have displaced populations and added ever-greater threats to 
archaeological sites, landscapes, and museums. Destruction and 
looting of archaeological sites are widespread around the world — not 
just in the Middle East. This exhibit documents threats to heritage and 
provides an outlook into possible ways to help prevent further losses 
and build a stronger future for the past.

learn more at oi.uchicago.edu/museum4

exhibitions



AduLts
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FoR AduLts

DRinkinG in AnTiquiTy 
WoRksHoP seRies
All sessions: General $165, 
members $135
Per session: General $65, 
members $50
Tasting and light appetizers 
included. Registration required. 

Raise your rhyton to the ancient 
art of brewing and viticulture 
from the sands of ancient 
Egypt to the salty shores of 
classical Greece. In this three-
part workshop series, explore 
the history, art, archaeology, and 
literature celebrating the culture 
of drinking from King Tut’s tomb, 
Agamemnon’s Mycenae, Plato’s 
Athens, the Silk Road, and more.

Instructor: Lucas Livingston 

Drinking in Egypt and 
Mesopotamia 

Sat, Oct 8, 3–5pm
Register by oct 3
Look at the basics of how we 
think beer was produced and 
consumed in Mesopotamia. 
Explore how beer and wine 
appear in art in Egypt. Includes 
a visit to the Oriental Institute 
Museum galleries.

Drinking in the Silk Road

Sat, Nov 12, 3–5pm
Register by nov 7 
See the spread of wine culture 
along the Silk Road from Central 
Asia to China and how it is 
celebrated in art. Includes a visit 

to the Smart Museum of Art on 
the UChicago campus.

Drinking in Ancient Greece

Sat, Dec 10, 3–5pm
Register by Dec 5 
Covering materials from 
Mycenaean grog to ancient 
recipes found in Homer’s Iliad, 
Odyssey, and beyond.

feATuRe
Cooking Ancient 
Gourmet
Sat, Nov 5, 1–4pm
General $45, members $35
Registration required. 
Register by Oct 30.

Take a journey to discover 
the diverse and flavorful 
culinary heritage of the 
near east. Get inspired 
by the ancient origins of 
modern ingredients like 
mint, olives, and lemons. 
At the end of the class, sit 
down and enjoy a delicious 
meal with other food 
enthusiasts. Class meets 
at Treasure island Cooking 
school (2121 n Clybourn 
Ave, Chicago, il 60686)

instructor: Tim kuck, Chef/
Director of Catering and 
special events, Treasure 
island foods.

space is limited.
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GAlleRy TAlks
Drones for Good: How UAVs 
and 3D Models are Changing 
Archaeological Research on 
Site Looting and Destruction 
in the Levant 
Thu, Oct 6, 12:15–1pm
free.
Registration not required.

Using the Haas and Schwartz 
Megiddo Gallery as a background, 
Morag Kersel, research 
associate at the Oriental 
Institute and assistant professor 
in anthropology at DePaul 
University, talks about the use 
of unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs), digital 3D models, and 
maps from drone-generated 
aerial photography to study 
archaeological site looting to 
better understand both the 
ancient and modern uses of an 
early Bronze Age mortuary site in 
Jordan. 

Mesopotamian Land Tenure: 
A Look at the Chicago Stone 
and Other Kudurrus 
Thu, Nov 3, 12:15–1pm
free.
Registration not required.

Kudurrus — inscribed stone 
monuments of land property 

rights — were common in 
southern Mesopotamia. Susanne 
Paulus, assistant professor of 
Assyriology, guides visitors in 
decoding select kudurrus dated 
from 3000 to 1000 BC, currently 
exhibited in the Edgar and 
Deborah Jannotta Mesopotamian 
Gallery. Explore how kudurru use 
developed from the royal setting 
to the protection of private 
property, and how later they are 
known for representing gods’ 
symbols and curses.

The Invention of Coinage and 
Its Subsequent Use in the 
Achaemenid Persian Empire
Thu, Dec 1, 12:15–1pm
free.
Registration not required.

The Oriental Institute excavations 
in southeastern Turkey at Tell 
al-Judaidah and Chatal Hüyük 
revealed several coins dating 
to the Achaemenid Persian 
period. Research associate 
Tasha Vorderstrasse discusses 
the invention of coinage and 
its subsequent use in the 
Achaemenid period with a 
focus on images of authority on 
coins and their travel across the 
Mediterranean for purposes of 
trade. 

FoR AduLts



TouRs
Stories of a Mummification 
Workshop
Fri, Oct 14, 2–3pm
free. 
Registration required. 

Unlock the secrets of 
mummification through modern 
materials and little-known 
stories left behind by the ancient 
workers. Visitors who are blind 
or have low vision are invited to 
engage in touchable moments of 
the ancient world in the museum. 
Sighted companions are welcome 
to join. Space is limited.

Verbal Imaging Tour 
Fri, Nov 11, 2–3pm
free. 
Registration required. 

Experience the Oriental Institute 
Museum with a trained guide who 
gives detailed verbal descriptions 
of the artifact highlights in the 
permanent galleries. Designed 
for partially sighted and blind 
audiences, this tour helps 
participants envision the art and 
artifacts of the ancient Near 
East. Object replicas will also be 
available for participants to touch 
and feel the rich material culture 
housed at the Oriental Institute.

CouRses
Online Course 
Introduction to Sumerian 
Cuneiform (8 weeks)
Oct 3–Nov 28
General $395, members $325.  
Registration required. 
Register by Sep 19

Mesopotamia boasts some of 
the most well-documented 
civilizations in the ancient world 
preserved for us in texts written 
in the cuneiform script, the 
earliest attested written script 
in human history. This course 
introduces students to the basics 
of Sumerian cuneiform and the 
Sumerian language. Each week, 
students read a small section 
from an introductory book on 
cuneiform along with a section 
from the provided packet, answer 
a few questions about the 
reading, and complete a small 
set of exercises at the end of 
each lesson. Optional readings 
are available for those wishing to 
expand their understanding of 
cuneiform culture or the Sumerian 
language.

Instructor: Monica L. Phillips, 
PhD candidate, Department 
of Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations, University of 
Chicago

FoR AduLts
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On-site Course 
The World of the Hebrew 
Bible (10 weeks)
Thu, Oct 6–Dec 15 (no class on 
Thanksgiving Day), 5:30–7:30pm 
General $475, members $405. 
Registration required. 
Register by Sep 28

For over 2,000 years, the Hebrew 
Bible has been considered to 
be sacred scripture by Jews 
and Christians, and it contains 
traditions held in high regard 
by Muslims. One of the most 
influential books ever written, it 
is also one of the most important 
artifacts from the ancient Near 
East. In this course, explore the 
Hebrew Bible and the world it 
comes from, and trace the new 
discoveries and revolutionary 
approaches to Bible scholarship 
that have emerged through the 
research of organizations like the 
Oriental Institute.

Instructor: Joey Cross, PhD 
student in Hebrew Bible and 
Egyptology, Department of 
Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations, University of 
Chicago

On-site Course 
Ancient Egyptian Thought 
and Literature (6 weeks)
Sat, Oct 8–Nov 12, 10am–12pm 
General $350, members $295. 
Registration required. 
Register by Oct 3

The literature of ancient Egypt 
provides a unique method for 
understanding the thoughts and 
cultural mores of its people. This 
course introduces the broad 
written culture of ancient Egypt 
through the reading of primary 
texts and explanatory secondary 
literature. We focus on narrative 
literature, beginning in the Old 
Kingdom and continuing on 
through the Ptolemaic period. 
Themes include the use of 
literature to legitimate existing 
social/political systems, as well 
as the role of legal systems, 
gender and sexuality, and multi-
culturalism in Egyptian society.

Instructor: Lindsey Weglarz, 
PhD student in Egyptology, 
Department of Near Eastern 
Languages and Civilizations, 
University of Chicago

FoR AduLts
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Register at oimembersevents.eventbrite.com10

leCTuRe seRies
Oriental Institute lectures are a 
unique opportunity to learn about 
the ancient Near East from world-
renowned scholars. Lectures 
are free and open to the public, 
thanks to the generous support of 
Oriental Institute members.

Visit us online at oi.uchicago.edu/
programs for full descriptions. 
Registration recommended.

Encounters with Ancient 
Splendors: Gertrude Bell’s 
Archaeological Discoveries 
and Research in Mesopotamia, 
1909-1914
Wed, Oct 5, 7–8pm
free. 
Lisa Cooper, Associate professor 
of Near Eastern art & archaeology, 
University of British Columbia

Gallipoli: The Battlefield
Wed, Nov 2, 7–8pm
free. 
Antonio Sagona, professor 
of archaeology, University of 
Melbourne

The Stela and the State: 
Monuments and Politics in 
Ancient Mesopotamia
Wed, Nov 30, 7–8pm
free. 
Irene Winter, former William Dorr 
Boardman Professor of Fine Arts, 
emeritus, Harvard University

WATCH An oRienTAl 
insTiTuTe leCTuRe
If you cannot attend in 
person, you can still watch 
full-length recorded lectures 
at your convenience on the 
Oriental Institute’s YouTube 
channel: youtube.com/
jameshenrybreasted.



educAtoRs



online CouRses
Knowing Shelter, Knowing 
People: Learning Cultures 
from Prehistoric Dwelling 
(8 weeks)
Oct 3–Nov 28
General $175, members $135.
Registration required. 
30 Clock Hours. 
Includes a copy of Investigating 
Shelter curriculum guidebook

This eight-week course 
introduces teachers to 
scientific concepts and inquiry-
based methods through the 
study of shelter, with a focus 
on prehistoric dwellings at 
Jarmo, an archaeological site in 
ancient Iraq. Using the Project 
Archaeology Investigating 
Shelter curriculum guide 
as a base of the course, 
participants develop new 
ways to engage students in 
discovering how real people 
lived in prehistoric times and 
how they obtained their food. 
Learn how to integrate social 
studies, art, language arts, 
science, and civic education in 
your teaching while aligning 
with Common Core State 
Standards and Next Generation 
Science Standards. Coursework 
includes group discussions, 
videos, reading, essay writing, 
and off-line hands-on activities.

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register12

on-siTe WoRksHoPs
Engineering & Mathematics 
in Ancient Mesopotamia & 
Egypt

Sat, Oct 8, 8:30am–3pm
General $20, members $15.
Registration required. 
Register by Oct 4. 
6.5 Clock Hours. 
Includes instructional materials 
and lunch.

Using real-world problems 
from the historical texts, data, 
and records of royal Egypt 
and Mesopotamia, get into the 
minds of ancient engineers and 
trace how ancient engineering is 
reflected in modern-day design. 
Teachers gain practical tools and 
teaching materials to engage 
students in understanding the 
relationships of geography, 
economics, and the development 
and application of measurement.

FoR educAtoRs



on-siTe WoRksHoPs
Art in Ancient 
Mesopotamia & Egypt
Sat, Nov 12, 8:30am–3pm
General $20, members $15.
Registration required. 
Register by Nov 8. 
6.5 Clock Hours. 
Includes instructional materials 
and lunch.

Teachers investigate a wide 
range of forms of artistic 
expressions, including 
royal monuments, personal 
adornments, poetry, and more. 
Through a curator-led tour and 
a series of art, language art, 
and social studies activities, 
teachers gain different 
perspectives on the style, 
iconography, materials, and 
techniques of art in ancient 
Mesopotamia and Egypt.

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register 13

ConfeRenCe
Educator Mini-conference: 
Building a Stronger Learning 
Community through STEAM
Wed, Dec 7, 4–8pm
free.
Registration required. 
Register by Dec 5. 
4 Clock Hours.

Learn firsthand from classroom 
teachers in art, language arts, 
social studies, and science 
from different parts of Chicago 
through an interdisciplinary 
curriculum showcase at this 
mini-conference. Teachers will 
get lesson plan and project ideas 
that integrate STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, 
Mathematics) in understanding 
ancient civilizations. The 
event includes an introduction 
to museum conservation, 
modern-day technology used 
in field survey, and careers in 
archaeology. Light reception 
and instructional materials will 
be provided. All educators are 
welcome. Recommended for 
teachers of grades 6–12.

FoR educAtoRs



Join at oi.uchicago.edu/educators14

FoR educAtoRs

educAtoR PAss

The educator Pass provides 
two membership cards and 
all the benefits of a friend of 
the oriental institute to two 
adults and their children or 
grandchildren under the age 
of 18. k–12 educators receive 
a special membership price of 
$25 (regularly $75).

beneFit highLights

•	 Discount for professional 
development programs

•	 A print copy of field Trip 
Planning & exhibition Guide

•	 special benefits at the Hyde 
Park Art Center

for more information, visit 
oi.uchicago.edu/educators



FAmiLy & youth

feATuRe
Mummies Night | AGES 
5–12
Sat, Oct 29, 5–8pm
free.
Registration recommended.

Get up close and personal 
with a mummy, discover 
painted coffins and the 
book of the Dead, try 
on an outfit from king 
Tut’s closet, and go on 
a treasure hunt in our 
egyptian Gallery. see if 
you can find out what 
a mummified ancient 
egyptian priestess actually 
looked like when she 
was alive 3,000 years 
ago! Recommended for 
children ages 4 and up, 
accompanied by an adult.



DRoP-in 
Drawing Hour | AGES 5–
ADULT
Sat, Oct 8, 1–2pm
free.
Registration recommended.

Practice looking closely at art and 
develop drawing skills. Choose 
ancient sculptures and pottery 
to sketch, or grab a drawing 
worksheet to loosen up and 
get inspired. All materials are 
provided, and you are welcome to 
bring your own sketchbook. 

What’s Up, King Tut? | AGES 
5–12
Sat, Nov 19, 1–3pm
free.
Registration recommended.

King Tut wasn’t the only boy 
king? Find out the real story of 
what makes King Tutankhamun 
famous, find his artifacts in 
our gallery, and decipher the 
hieroglyphs on his 17-foot-tall 
statue.

fAmily WoRksHoPs 

Junior Archaeologists | AGES 
5–12
Sat, Oct 15 & Dec 3, 1–3pm
General $14, members $10 (1 child 
+ 1 adult); $7/$5 each additional 
registrant
Registration required.

Let loose your inner Indiana 
Jones! Children and parents dig 
into our simulated excavation 

while learning about the real 
science of archaeology at the 
Oriental Institute’s Kipper Family 
Archaeology Discovery Center. 
Includes an interactive guided 
tour of the galleries. Fun patches 
available on-site.

TouRs & ToTs 

LamaSeuss
Tue, Nov 8, 1:30–2pm
free
Registration recommended.

In keeping with the traditions of 
both the ancients and the Dr., 
our LamaSeuss program pairs a 
classic story of Dr. Seuss with an 
activity inspired by the story and 
our gallery collections. Perfect for 
budding, baby, archaeologists.

Stroller Tour: World in the 
Biblical Time
Tue, Nov 8, 2–3pm
General $15; members, uChicago 
students/faculty $10, for up to 
two adults. General $7, members 
$5 for additional adult registrant. 
babies in strollers are free. 
Registration required.

What are the links between 
archaeology and the Bible? What 
was it like to be living in biblical 
times? Join this tour to discover 
writings, pictorial reliefs, and 
sculptures that help unveil the 
answers.

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register16
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beCome A membeR 
of THe oRienTAl 
insTiTuTe

At the Oriental Institute we inspire 
curiosity, discovery, and learning 
about ancient Near Eastern 
civilization through outstanding 
research, collections, exhibitions, 
and education. Experience the 
Oriental Institute the best way 
possible — as a member! You 
will receive exclusive access, 
discounts, and subscriptions to 
Oriental Institute publications. 
The Oriental Institute depends 
upon members of all levels 
to support the learning and 
enrichment programs that make 
our institute an important — and 
free — international resource. 

Upgrade your support by joining 
as a James Henry Breasted 
Society member. Become part 
of a community that provides 
an annual renewable source of 
unrestricted funds for the most 
pressing research projects of the 
Oriental Institute. 

visit oi.uchicago.edu/support18

FoR membeRs

young 
PRoFessionAL

Are you between the ages of 
22 and 45? Consider joining 
our young Professional 
members group. Receive the 
benefits of associate members 
and opportunities to network 
with peers at a special series 
of yP events. Join today! 
With our new pricing, annual 
membership is only $125.

visit oi.uchicago.edu/
support



PRoGRAm ReGisTRATion
Registration for all programs and events may be completed online at 
oi.uchicago.edu/register or by mail.

Please make checks payable to Public Education Department, and 
address the envelope to The Oriental Institute, c/o Public Education, 
1155 East 58th Street, Chicago, IL 60637.

RefunD AnD CAnCellATion PoliCy
All refund requests can be made by phone or email at least one week 
before the program’s scheduled start date. No full refund requests will 
be accepted after the one week point. The Oriental Institute reserves 
all rights in refund and program cancellation.

ACCessibiliTy, PubliC TRAnsPoRTATion,  
AnD PARkinG
Visit oi.uchicago.edu/visit for more information about parking and 
transportation, as well as for information about accessibility for 
persons with disabilities who need accommodation.

ConTACT us
If you have questions about program registration please contact: 

Public Education Department
oi-education@uchicago.edu
773.702.9507

The Oriental Institute is a proud 
partner of Museum Campus South. 
Visit visitmuseumcampussouth.com 
for more information.

contAct us




