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HOURS
Monday Closed
Tuesday 10am–5pm
Wednesday 10am–8pm
Thursday 10am–5pm
Friday 10am–5pm
Saturday 10am–5pm
Sunday 10am–5pm
Closed on January 1, July 4, Thanksgiving Day, and December 25.
Reduced hours the day before Thanksgiving (10am–3pm), and
December 24 and 31 (10am–4pm).

COST
Free | Suggested donation:
Adults $10, Children 12 or under $5

PLAN A VISIT TO THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE
Self-guided tours, docent-led tours, and hands-on tour programs for
eight or more people require scheduling by our reservations staff.
Visit oi.uchicago.edu/tours for details.

Self-guided Audio Tour
For rent at the Suq
General $5, members free
Learn more about the exhibits with a series of audio
guides to the collection.

EXHIBITIONS

EXHIBITIONS

PERSEPOLIS: IMAGES OF AN EMPIRE
In the Special Exhibit Gallery, ongoing
See the magnitude and grandeur of the ruins at this center of the
Achaemenid Persian empire (ca. 550–330 BC) through prints of iconic
photographs taken during the Oriental Institute’s Persian Expedition
(1931–1939), quotations from travelers to the site, and a multimedia
display featuring the architecture of Persepolis and surrounding
topography.

DRONES IN THE DESERT: ARCHAEOLOGY FROM ABOVE
In the lower level of the Oriental Institute, ongoing
This photo show explores how aerial perspectives allow archaeologists
to detect patterns that may be invisible or unrecognizable from the
grond. Kites, fishing poles, ladders, balloons, unpiloted aerial vehicles
(UAVs), full-sized helicopters and planes, and satellites are all used
to produce images that aid in assessing and planning archaeological
monuments, sites, and landscapes. The exhibit addresses how recent
technological developments, coupled with sophisticated software, are
creating new and vibrant opportunities for archaeologists to do more
with images from the air. The photos illustrate the use of drones at
sites in Jordan and Israel for broad-scale archaeological survey of sites,
monitoring of landscape change (including looting), and mapping of
excavations.

A THREATENED HERITAGE
Throughout the Museum, ongoing
In the Middle East and North Africa, political instability and conflict
have displaced populations and added ever-greater threats to
archaeological sites, landscapes, and museums. Destruction and
looting of archaeological sites are widespread around the world — not
just in the Middle East. This exhibit documents threats to heritage and
provides an outlook into possible ways to help prevent further losses
and build a stronger future for the past.
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ADULTS

FOR ADULTS

WINTER EGYPTIAN
CLASSIC FILM SERIES

Cairo Station (Bab el hadid)
Wed, Jan 11
1958. 1h 35min. Directed by
Youssef Chahine.

Free.
Registration not required.
Escape the cold, get a cup of
Egyptian tea, and cozy up in the
atmospheric Breasted Hall at
the Oriental Institute for classic
Egyptian films on Wednesday
nights in January and February.
A notable scholar introduces
each film to provide context and
how the film was received by
critics and the public. Seating is
first-come, first-served. All films
are shown in Arabic with English
subtitles.
Come early to visit the galleries
and join our pre-screening
programs: hot tea and Egyptian
sweets are served at 5:15pm, and
film introduction starts at 5:45pm.
Screening begins at 6:00pm.

The Open Door (El bab el
maftuh)
Wed, Jan 25
1964. 1h 44min. Directed by Henry
Barakat.

Beware of Eve (Ah min
hawaa)
Wed, Feb 8
1962. 1h 33min. Directed by Fatin
Abdel Wahab.

Terrorism and Kebab (Al-irhab
wal kabab)
Wed, Feb 22
1992. 1hr 45min. Directed by Sherif
Arafa.
The film series is co-sponsored
by the Consulate of Egypt in
Chicago, the Oriental Institute,
the Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Civilizations, and
the Center for Middle Eastern
Studies of the University of
Chicago.
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FOR ADULTS

GALLERY TALKS
The Organization of Irrigated
Agriculture in Southern
Mesopotamia
Thu, Feb 2, 12:15–1pm
Free.
Registration not required.
Stephanie Rost, postdoctoral
scholar of the Oriental Institute,
discusses the modes of ancient
agricultural production in
southern Mesopotamia. We learn
about how the Euphrates and
Tigris Rivers were controlled
to provide irrigation water and
be protected from the flood.
In addition, we investigate the
administrative system behind
the organization of irrigation and
agricultural tasks in Mesopotamia.

Private Lives of Ancient
Egyptians
Thu, Mar 2, 12:15–1pm
Free.
Registration not required.
Walking through the Egyptian
Gallery, you are surrounded by
images of people. It is astounding
how much we know about some
of these individuals. In this gallery
tour, Egyptologist Emily Teeter
“introduces” you to some of these
people and tell you what we know
about their lives.

TOURS/ACCESS
PROGRAM
Archaeology in Five Senses
Fri, Feb 10, 2–3pm
Free.
Registration required.
In this multisensory tour of the
Mesopotamian Gallery, learn
about five-senses archaeology in
two ways: first, the actual physical
practice of archaeology, and
second, the ways archaeological
theory has tried to come to grips
with the reconstruction of the
past as it was experienced by
sensing human beings.

Verbal Imaging Tour
Fri, Mar 10, 2–3pm
Free.
Registration required.
Experience the Oriental Institute
Museum with a trained guide
who will give detailed verbal
descriptions of the artifact
highlights in the permanent
galleries. Designed for partially
sighted and blind audiences.
Object replicas are also available
so participants may touch and
feel the rich material culture
housed at the Oriental Institute.

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register

7

FOR ADULTS

COURSES

discipline has evolved over time.
Explore preventive techniques
used by conservators to stop, or
at least delay, the deterioration
of art objects. Gain insight into
the cutting-edge analytical
techniques used by conservators
to examine works of art. Finally,
get a glimpse of the step-by-step
process of a typical conservation
treatment.

On-site Courses
Archaeological
Reconstruction Drawing
Workshop
Sat, Mar 11, 1–3:30pm
General $25, members $20,
UChicago Art Pass $8
Registration required.
Register by Mar 5
Spend a Saturday afternoon
creating a unique technical
drawing of an ancient Egyptian
pottery sherd from the Old
Kingdom under the guidance of
Natasha Ayers, PhD candidate in
Egyptian archaeology. Students
also learn how archaeologists use
pottery and pottery drawings
in their research. No previous
experience is necessary. Supplies
will be provided.

Art and Science of Museum
Conservation (4 weeks)
Thu, Jan 19–Feb 9, 5:30–7:30pm
General $235, members $195,
UChicago Art Pass $60
Registration required.
Register by Jan 12
Have you ever wondered why
the lights are so low in museum
exhibits? Or why you can’t bring
food and drinks into museum
galleries? Or what goes on behind
the scenes in a museum to keep
a priceless ancient collection
available for future generations
to enjoy? Learn about the history
of art conservation and how the
8

Instructor: Alison Whyte,
associate conservator, Oriental
Institute Museum

Technology in Ancient Egypt
(4 weeks)
Wed, Mar 8–29, 6–8pm
General $235, members $195,
UChicago Art Pass $60
Registration required.
Register by Mar 1
The ancient Egyptians were
master craftsmen, artisans, and
engineers. In this four-part course,
students learn about the tools,
materials, and techniques that
were used to create furniture,
jewelry, stone vessels, statues,
temples, and tombs. Each lecture
is followed by a 30-minute gallery
tour focusing on examples of the
material covered in the course.
The final meeting involves handson activity testing and using
replicas of ancient tools.
Instructor: Emily Teeter, PhD,
research associate, Oriental
Institute, and Larry Lissak,
Oriental Institute volunteer

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register

FOR ADULTS

Mesopotamian Mythologies
(6 weeks)
Sat, Mar 11–Apr 15, 10am–12pm
General $350, members $295,
UChicago Art Pass $88
Registration required.
Register by Mar 5
The myths and legends of
Mesopotamia are rich in gods,
goddesses, demons, monsters,
heroes, and kings. In this course
we explore a mythological
literature that spans millennia
and gives us some of the earliest
descriptions of the creation of
the world, the Great Flood, and
the journey to the underworld.
We discuss the many deities of
Mesopotamia and their exploits
and read the stories of Gilgamesh
and other great heroes. We
also attempt to situate this
literature in the wider context
of Mesopotamian history and
religion and discuss its legacy
and influence on other traditions,
including the Hebrew Bible.
Instructor: Sam Harris, PhD
candidate in Mesopotamian
Archaeology, Department of
Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations

Hybrid Course
Intensive Advanced Middle
Egyptian Grammar (16 weeks)
Online: Jan 9–Apr 24
On-site: Thu, Jan 12–Apr 27,
5:30–7:30pm
General $560, members $495,
UChicago Art Pass $140
Registration required.
Register by Jan 2
This course covers the script and
grammar of the classical phase of
the ancient Egyptian language.
Each week we cover one lesson
from the textbook and review
the exercises in class. Each class
focuses on grammatical analysis
and discussion of exercises and
readings from short historical,
literary, and religious texts. This
college level course requires
frequent use of grammatical
terminology. By the end of
the course, students will have
completed a full introductory
course in Middle Egyptian that
prepares them to read the vast
corpus of Middle Egyptian texts.
This course is a hybrid course and
has simultaneous online and onsite sections.
Instructor Foy Scalf, PhD, Head of
the Research Archives, Oriental
Institute

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register
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FOR ADULTS

LECTURE SERIES
Oriental Institute lectures are a
unique opportunity to learn about
the ancient Near East from worldrenowned scholars. Lectures
are free and open to the public,
thanks to the generous support of
Oriental Institute members.
Visit us online at oi.uchicago.edu/
programs for full descriptions.
Registration recommended.

The Origins of Two Provincial
Capitals in Upper Egypt: The
Two Sister-sites at Tell Edfu
and Dendara
Wed, Jan 4, 7–9pm
Free.
Nadine Moeller and Gregory
Marouard, Oriental Institute,
University of Chicago

Economic Growth and
Growing Inequality in Times
of Empire: The Babylonian
Economy in the Sixth
Century BC
Wed, Feb 1, 7–9pm
Free.
Michael Jursa, University of
Vienna

Persepolis Through Images:
The Impact of Visual
Documents on the Study of
Achaemenid Ruins
Wed, Mar 1, 7–9pm
Free.
Ali Mousavi, University of
California, Los Angeles

WATCH AN ORIENTAL
INSTITUTE LECTURE
If you cannot attend in
person, you can still watch
full-length recorded lectures
at your convenience on the
Oriental Institute’s YouTube
channel: youtube.com/
jameshenrybreasted.
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EDUCATORS

FOR EDUCATORS

ONLINE COURSES

EDUCATOR PASS

Investigating Nutrition: The
Advent of Agriculture in
Mesopotamia (8 weeks)
Jan 16–Mar 13
General $175, members $135
30 Clock Hours.
Registration required.
Register by Jan 19
Includes a copy of Investigating
Shelter curriculum guidebook
Learn and apply two wellresearched learning models —
understanding by design and
a concept-based model — to
engage in an archaeological
inquiry of food and culture.
Explore seven Common Core–
aligned units that integrate
knowledge across subjects:
social studies, science, art,
literacy, health/wellness, and
civic education. The course
introduces K–12 educators to a
range of interactive methods
that allow for close reading of
non-fiction texts for content,
perspective, and key ideas,
while employing the graphics
provided to enhance their
understanding of the text.
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The Educator Pass provides
two membership cards and
all the benefits of a Friend of
the Oriental Institute to two
adults and their children or
grandchildren under the age
of 18. K–12 educators receive
a special membership price of
$25 (regularly $75).

BENEFIT HIGHLIGHTS
• Discount for professional
development programs
• A print copy of Field Trip
Planning & Exhibition Guide
• Special benefits at the Hyde
Park Art Center

For more information, visit
oi.uchicago.edu/educators

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register

FAMILY & YOUTH

FAMILY & YOUTH

DROP-IN

TOURS & TOTS

Drawing Hour | AGES 5–
ADULT

LamaSeuss
Tue, Mar 14, 1:30–2pm
Free.
Registration recommended.

Sat, Jan 7, 1–2pm
Free.
Registration recommended.
Practice looking closely at art and
develop drawing skills. Choose
ancient sculptures and pottery
to sketch, or grab a drawing
worksheet to loosen up and
get inspired. All materials are
provided, and you are welcome
to bring your own sketchbook
(only pencil is allowed in the
gallery). No drawing experience is
necessary.

Secret of the Mummies |
AGES 5–12
Sat, Feb 25, 1–3pm
Free.
Registration recommended.
Help us prepare our simulated
mummy for the afterlife, meet our
real mummies, and discover tomb
treasures.

Join us for a pre–stroller-tour
story time! LamaSeuss pairs a
classic story of Dr. Seuss with an
activity inspired by our collection.
Perfect for budding baby
archaeologists.

Stroller Tour | AGES 0–ADULT
Tue, Mar 14, 2–3pm
Free.
Registration recommended.
A light-hearted tour for caregivers
and their pre–toddler-age (18
months or younger) children.
Experience different learning
opportunities with a social
component that allows for adult
conversation where no one minds
if a baby lends his or her opinion
with a coo or a cry.

FEATURE
Nowruz | AGES 5–ADULT
Sat, Mar 11, 1–4pm

Free. Registration recommended.
Celebrate the delight of the coming Persian New Year —
Nowruz! Color eggs, visit a Haft-Seen table, hunt the galleries,
and take your New Year photo!

16

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register

FAMILY & YOUTH

FAMILY WORKSHOPS
Introduction to Hieroglyphs |
AGES 9–12
Sat, Jan 28, 1–3pm
General $14, members $10 (1 child
+ 1 adult); $7/$5 each additional
registrant
Registration required.
Learn some basics of the
Egyptian hieroglyphic writing
system. By the end of this
workshop you will understand
some of the principles of reading
Egyptian hieroglyphs as well
as some key hieroglyphs and
phrases that show up on the
Egyptian artifacts in many
museums.

Junior Archaeologists | AGES
5–12
Sat, Feb 11, 1–3pm
General $14, members $10 (1 child
+ 1 adult); $7/$5 each additional
registrant
Registration required.

Includes an interactive guided
tour of the galleries. Fun patches
available on-site.

Mummy Science | AGES 5–12
Sat, Mar 25, 1–3pm
General $14, members $10 (1 child
+ 1 adult); $7/$5 each additional
registrant
Registration required.
Get hands-on with our interactive
mummy, and learn about organic
and inorganic materials and
the scientific principles that
make mummification possible.
Meet a real Egyptologist and
see how science can show us
what ancient Egyptians looked
like using CT scans and the 3D
printing technology. Includes an
interactive guided tour of the
galleries. Fun patches available
on-site.

Let loose your inner Indiana
Jones! Children and parents dig
into our simulated excavation
while learning about the real
science of archaeology at the
Oriental Institute’s Kipper Family
Archaeology Discovery Center.

Register at oi.uchicago.edu/register
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FAMILY & YOUTH
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MEMBERS

FOR MEMBERS

BECOME A MEMBER
OF THE ORIENTAL
INSTITUTE
At the Oriental Institute we inspire
curiosity, discovery, and learning
about ancient Near Eastern
civilization through outstanding
research, collections, exhibitions,
and education. Experience the
Oriental Institute the best way
possible — as a member! You
will receive exclusive access,
discounts, and subscriptions to
Oriental Institute publications.
The Oriental Institute depends
upon members of all levels
to support the learning and
enrichment programs that make
our institute an important — and
free — international resource.

YOUNG
PROFESSIONAL
Are you between the ages of
22 and 45? Consider joining
our Young Professional
members group. Receive the
benefits of associate members
and opportunities to network
with peers at a special series
of YP events. Join today!
With our new pricing, annual
membership is only $125.

Visit oi.uchicago.edu/
support

Upgrade your support by joining
as a James Henry Breasted
Society member. Become part
of a community that provides
an annual renewable source of
unrestricted funds for the most
pressing research projects of the
Oriental Institute.
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CONTACT US
PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Registration for all programs and events may be completed online at
oi.uchicago.edu/register or by mail.
Please make checks payable to Public Education Department, and
address the envelope to The Oriental Institute, c/o Public Education,
1155 East 58th Street, Chicago, IL 60637.

REFUND AND CANCELLATION POLICY
All refund requests can be made by phone or email at least one week
before the program’s scheduled start date. No full refund requests will
be accepted after the one week point. The Oriental Institute reserves
all rights in refund and program cancellation.

ACCESSIBILITY, PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION,
AND PARKING
Visit oi.uchicago.edu/visit for more information about parking and
transportation, as well as for information about accessibility for
persons with disabilities who need accommodation.

CONTACT US
If you have questions about program registration please contact:
Public Education Department
oi-education@uchicago.edu
773.702.9507

The Oriental Institute is a proud
partner of Museum Campus South.
Visit visitmuseumcampussouth.com
for more information.

