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in memoriam

Janina Monkuté Marks
This past year we were greatly saddened by the death of our
friend Janina Marks, age 87, on November 13, 2010. Janina
had been a member of the Oriental Institute Visiting Committee since 1995, after having been a supporter for the previous twenty years.
Janina had a lifelong love of archaeology and especially
art, as reflected not only in her engagement with the Oriental Institute, but also by own work as an artist. She was a nationally and internationally exhibited artist, best known for
weaving large tapestries initially of Lithuanian folk themes
and subsequently drawing from her American life experience
after immigrating to Chicago in 1949. Her participation and
support of the Oriental Institute and other art and cultural
institutions in Chicago and beyond are a testament to her
belief in giving back to her community. Ten years ago, Janina founded the first nonprofit
museum, a textile museum, in her native Lithuania — the Janina Monkuté-Marks Museum
Gallery in Kėdainiai.
————————————————————

William Sumner, Director Emeritus, Oriental Institute
William M. Sumner, a leading figure in the study of ancient Iran and director of the Oriental
Institute at the University of Chicago from 1989 to 1997, died July 7, 2011, in Columbus, Ohio.
Sumner, who oversaw a major expansion of the Institute’s building, was 82.
Sumner, a resident of Columbus, was a 1952
graduate of the United States Naval Academy. He
served in the Navy until 1964, rising to the rank of
lieutenant commander.
He developed his interest in archaeology during
naval service in the Mediterranean. Visits to ancient
sites in Italy and Greece inspired him to pursue a
graduate education. While serving in Iran, he developed a keen interest in that country’s ancient
civilization and he pursued that interest by taking
a class taught at Tehran University by Ezat Ngahban,
a professor there and a graduate of the University
of Chicago.
Sumner resigned from the Navy to pursue graduate work in anthropology. He received his PhD from
Pennsylvania in 1972 and was a member of the anthropology faculty at Ohio State from 1971 until he
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