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Research

Joint Prehistoric Project
Robert J. Braidwood and Linda S. Braidwood
Here at the Oriental Institute progress is being made on the new Mesopotamian Gallery where
the work of the Prehistoric Project will be featured in the Prehistory section as one enters the
Gallery.
Work on the publication of the Çayönü chipped stone also continues, with one of the two
Turkish graduate students, Çiler Altınbilek, still working on the material in the museum. She is
making steady progress, supervised by Isabella Caneva and her Italian colleagues in their short
working sessions in Istanbul each year. Much to our surprise and delight, the other student,
Güner Co®kunsu, has finished her first year of graduate study in the Anthropology Department at Harvard. It seems that Mehmet Özdogan — now head of the Prehistory Department
at Istanbul University — was able to persuade Harvard’s Anthropology Chairman, Ofer Bar
Josef, to accept her.
The Çayönü animal bones are being studied by Gülçin ∫lgezdi and Banu Öksüz. Hitomi
Hongo comes to Istanbul three or four times a year to work on the material and to check on
their progress. Richard Meadow monitors the study on his yearly trip to Asia.
We want to report to those who met Ay®e Ta®kiran while she was working at Çayönü, that
she finished her doctorate this year at the University of California Riverside. She did a lot of
salvage archeology for one firm and was able to use some of this material for her dissertation.
In closing, we send our thanks as always to the friends of the Prehistoric Project for their
continued interest and support.

——————————

Middle Egyptian Text Editions for On-line Research
Janet H. Johnson
METEOR (Middle Egyptian Text Editions for On-line Research) is the acronym given to the
annotated Middle Egyptian Readingbook project that is part of Casting a Wider Net: Multimedia Coursework for Teaching and Learning, a Consortium for Institutional Cooperation
project funded by the Mellon Foundation. As noted last year, the Readingbook project aims
to produce an annotated, interactive Readingbook for students of classical Middle Egyptian.
A selection of texts representing many of the genres of preserved Middle Egyptian materials
has been entered into the computer together with grammatical and lexical analyses. Students
are able to select a text and work through the text, sentence by sentence, practicing reading the
hieroglyphs and transliterating and translating the text. A click of a button brings help with
reading signs, understanding grammar, or finding vocabulary. Extensive graphics illustrate
Egypt, the areas where individual texts were discovered, items mentioned in the texts, and, to
the extent possible, the actual individuals mentioned in the texts being read. The Readingbook
is intended to serve as a classroom aid, but it should also be possible for individuals to use it
as a stand-alone teaching aid in learning, or reviewing, Middle Egyptian. It may eventually be
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