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Research

W. Raymond Johnson
W. Raymond Johnson completed his twenty-third year working for the Epigraphic Survey in
Luxor, and his fifth season as Field Director. This winter Ray was awarded an honorary Corresponding Membership in the German Institute of Archaeology in a presentation ceremony
at the German Archaeological Institute in Cairo on Winckelmannday, 19 December 2001. On
27 March 2002 he gave a two-hour talk at ARCE headquarters in Cairo on the work of the
Epigraphic Survey in Luxor and gave a report on the recent activities of the Epigraphic Survey
at the ARCE meetings in Baltimore on the weekend of 26 April. On 29 April Ray participated
in the Johns Hopkins/University of Chicago Theban Symposium “Thebes in the Late Period”
and presented a paper entitled “Late Period Sculptural Restorations in Thebes: Three Case
Studies.” On 15 July Ray had the pleasure of presenting an illustrated lecture with Carlotta
Maher on the history and work of the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor during the Oriental Institute
Volunteer Tea at University of Chicago President and Mrs. Randel’s residence.
In August Ray was invited to join the Visiting Committee of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art Egyptian Department.

——————————

Charles E. Jones
In February, all of us — Mark B. Garrison, Margaret Cool Root, and Charles E. Jones —
involved in its production were pleased to see the appearance of Seals on the Persepolis Fortification Tablets, Volume I: Images of Heroic Encounter, With Seal Inscription Readings by
Charles E. Jones (Oriental Institute Publications, 117; Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2001).
This first of three volumes is the product of two decades of collaboration among the authors.
The collaboration continues with the work on the next two volumes, and on studies relating
to specific seals, their production and use, and the interpretation of the images and inscriptions they bear. Work also continues, with Matthew W. Stolper and Gene Gragg, towards the
publication of new texts from the Persepolis Fortification Archive. They expect to be able to
show substantial progress on the electronic publication of these texts in the next few months.
Jones continues working on a number of fronts towards the goal of useful and substantive
academic participation in on-line publication. As mentioned in the 2000/2001 Annual Report,
Jones and Stolper traveled to Paris last summer to participate in a meeting of the Achemenet
Steering Committee. A smaller group met in Chicago in April, on the occasion of Pierre Briant’s extended visit to Chicago, to discuss and work out details of the inclusion of visual and
descriptive data from the above mentioned book in an Achaemenid iconographic database
under development at Achemenet. In support of Achemenet, Abzu continues to maintain
an index of Achaemenid-related material accessible on the Internet. Under the auspices of
ETANA, and with funding from the Mellon Foundation, Jones collaborated in the rebuilding
of the Abzu database in a more productive and useful form. Now served from the ETANA
server at Vanderbilt University, Abzu can be reached either through the old address or directly
at http://www.etana.org/abzu. Collaboration with ETANA continues also in the production
on-line of a collection of Core Texts — classic works in ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and
Egyptological scholarship — many held in only a few libraries. More than sixty such volumes
from the Research Archives collection are currently in process.
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