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several new ones dealing with apocalypticism in early Islam and with Islamic political vocabu-
lary. Check next year’s report to see if he succeeded!

Donner was gratified by the appearance this year of his article “The Islamic Conquests” in A 
Companion to the History of the Middle East, edited by Youssef M. Choueiri, pp. 28–51 (Mal-
den: Blackwell’s, 2005). 

——————————

Peter F. Dorman

On research leave during this past academic year, Peter F. Dorman spent much of the time re-
searching and writing on a book project aimed at producing a two-volume introductory history of 
Egyptian civilization, undertaken in cooperation with Terry Wilfong of the University of Michi-
gan and the Kelsey Museum of Archaeology. As author of the first volume, covering the period 
down to the end of the New Kingdom, Dorman spent three months in Lebanon during the spring 
quarter as an Associate of the Center for Middle Eastern and Arab Studies of the American Uni-
versity of Beirut. The history is to be published by Cambridge University Press.

With colleague Betsy Bryan of Johns Hopkins University, he co-hosted the Theban Workshop 
in Berkeley, held on October 22, 2005, in conjunction with the American opening of the Hatshep-
sut: From Queen to Pharaoh exhibit at the deYoung Museum in San Francisco. Dorman deliv-
ered a paper “Tuthmoside Alterations in the Temple of Amun at Medinet Habu: Intentions and 
Agendas,” examining the distribution of methods by which Hatshepsut’s images were revised or 
removed in the Amun temple and concluding that the alterations were effected according to a pre-
existing ritual program reflecting the division of the interior chapels into two distinct cultic axes. 
Later in January 2006, he led a tour for Oriental Institute members to San Francisco for a close 
look at the loan show, having been one of the contributors to the exhibit catalog.

Dorman also made two trips to Cairo in conjunction with a conservation project on the funer-
ary papyri of Hatnofer, funded by the Antiquities Endowment Fund administered by the Ameri-
can Research Center in Egypt. One trip, in September, was made with papyrus conservator Ted 
Stanley of Princeton University to make complete photography of the papyri and determine the 
parameters of the work. Plans for the preservation and mounting of the papyri will be carried out 
during the coming winter. On June 18, 2006, Dorman also lectured at a public symposium mark-
ing the opening of the exhibit Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs at The Field 
Museum of Natural History.

——————————

Walter Farber

Thinking back through the past year in terms of academia, the most positive event for Walter 
Farber is still the fifty-first Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, organized by Martha T. 
Roth, Jennie Myers, and himself in July 2005. With quite some pride, he says that the scholarly 
program (for which he eventually took sole responsibility) was a complete success, and he still 
occasionally gets fan mail for what has been called by at least one old-timer “the best Rencontre 
ever.” Even the technology worked without a glitch, thanks to the tireless efforts of John Sand-
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ers and a dedicated group of student volunteers — anybody familiar with the idiosyncrasies of 
Breasted Hall knows how incredible this feat still seems.

Fall, winter, and spring went by quickly with teaching and occasionally some time for re-
search, but were punctuated several times by events and decisions concerning the future of As-
syriology in Chicago that were both time-consuming and painful. Among other things, he has yet 
to adjust to the emptiness in the office next door, where for years Erica Reiner was his neighbor 
and daily interlocutor.

To end this report on a more positive note, Farber mentions his participation in June 2006 in 
a conference-like “Summer Institute” at the University of Chicago’s Gleacher Center, Epidemics 
Then and Now. Here, he found a very appreciative audience of young educators and health pro-
fessionals for his presentation on medical knowledge, and especially on the notion of contagious-
ness and epidemics, in ancient Mesopotamia. 

——————————

McGuire Gibson

This has been a busy and productive year for McGuire Gibson. In July 2005, at the fifty-first 
Rencontre Assyriologique International in Chicago, he presented an overview of the University’s 
activities in Iraq since 1903, especially since the founding of the Oriental Institute in 1919. This 
paper will be published in the proceedings of the Rencontre. At the same meeting, he chaired and 
made a presentation on the continuing destruction of sites in occupied Iraq. In January 2006, he 
took part in the British Association for Near Eastern Archaeology meeting in Edinburgh, Scot-
land, giving a paper on “Nippur: New Approaches to an Old Dig.” This paper will be published in 
a book entitled New Insight from Old Sites. At the Sixth International Conference on the Archae-
ology of the Ancient Near East, held in Madrid in April 2006, he spoke about the first three sea-
sons at Hamoukar and he also chaired and spoke in a special plenary session on the current state 
of archaeology in Iraq. Later the same month, he presented a talk “The Dead Hand of Deimel” 
to an international conference on the Ubaid period sponsored by the University of Durham. The 
paper dealt with the power that old ideas, going back to the 1930s, still have on our thought about 
ancient Mesopotamia, even when those ideas have been proved to be wrong. This paper will also 
be published. In June, he spent a very pleasant three days in Santa Fe, New Mexico, taking part in 
a symposium Iraq, Ancient to Modern, sponsored by the Center for International Relations. Given 
the entire first morning, he outlined the history and culture of Mesopotamia from the Neolithic 
to the Sasanian period, but also showed continuities in some patterns of life even to the present 
day. The second day, his colleague at Chicago, Cornell Fleischer, spoke of the Islamic periods 
up through the Ottoman, and on the third, Phebe Marr did modern Iraq. Unlike the first two af-
ternoons, which were free for exploring the town, the third afternoon was given over to audience 
questions for all three panelists. 

Gibson continues to work with the Global Heritage Foundation (GHF) on a project to help the 
Iraqi State Board of Antiquities to develop site plans for a group of major sites with tourist poten-
tial. Graduate students in Chicago have done much of the work on the project, gathering material 
on the history and importance of the sites, including information on excavations. They have also 
created a set of maps, using satellite images purchased by the GHF. 

He is playing a major role in preparing a conference on Protecting Cultural Heritage: Interna-
tional Law After the War in Iraq, which is being co-convened by the University of Chicago Cul-
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