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a talk on the building entitled “The Brak Oval: A Sumerian Temple in Semite Lands?” in the
Interdisciplinary Archaeology Workshop at the University of Chicago.
He also continued his occasional lectures on history and culture in Iraq to military units
preparing to deploy to Iraq with lectures in Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Based on this work
he gave a paper, “Archaeologists and the Military in Iraq: Collaboration, Compromise, or
Contribution?” in a session entitled “Imperial Inspections: Archaeologists, War, and Violence”
at the Society for American Archaeology conference in Austin. The relationship between
archaeologists and the military in the Middle East has been problematic in many ways, not least
of which is the catastrophic fact that the U.S. military did not protect the National Museum in
Baghdad despite repeated warnings by McGuire Gibson and other archaeologists before the
invasion. Emberling’s experience with the military suggests that we need more contact, at higher
levels, to prevent such destruction of cultural property in the future.
Emberling co-taught an undergraduate core class, “The Assyrian Empire” with Seth
Richardson and with the help of teaching assistants (and graduate students) Virginia Rimmer and
Bike Yazicio©lu. The course got good reviews, but they do not know if this was because of the
exciting intellectual collaboration between archaeologist and historian, or because of the fun he
and Seth had discussing and teaching the subject.
Finally, Emberling was invited to lecture in the Ancient Near Eastern Department at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art on “Models for Museums: The Collection of the Oriental Institute
Museum,” which was an opportunity to present the Oriental Institute as a knowledge-based museum
(rather than an object-based one), and to suggest that this is a model that has many advantages for
the future. He is not sure how well this message was received in the Metropolitan Museum.

——————————
Walter Farber

After once more representing Chicago on the board of the International Association of
Assyriologists at the 52nd Rencontre International Assyriologique in Münster (Germany), where
he also chaired a session on magico-medical cuneiform texts, Walter Farber enjoyed traveling
with Gertrud through parts of Scandinavia where they visited scores of Romanesque churches
with very unusual sculptures and decorations often strongly reminding them of motifs in ancient
Near Eastern art.
Having returned to Chicago in time for the academic year, the fall, winter, and spring quarters
again went by very quickly with teaching, committee work, and other chores, including the occasional, and much more relaxing, time for research. A much welcomed, though non-Assyriological
break came in March, when Walter was awarded the Curt-Paul-Medaille, which is given every
three years for outstanding research and publications in post-World War II German postal history. He used the spring break to travel to Germany and accept this honor, before getting back to
Chicago to spend much of the spring quarter seeing the festschrift for Bob Biggs through the final
stages of publication.

——————————

François Gaudard
After a very interesting and productive season with the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor, under the
leadership of W. Raymond Johnson, François Gaudard returned to the Oriental Institute to work
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as a Research Associate with Professor Janet Johnson on the Chicago Demotic Dictionary. It
means a lot to him to have the opportunity to take part again in this project.
From 2005 through 2007, Gaudard collaborated with Rodolphe Kasser, Marvin Meyer, and
Gregor Wurst on the publication of two books, namely, The Gospel of Judas from Codex Tchacos
(National Geographic: Washington, D.C., 2006), and the critical edition of the entire codex
Tchacos: The Gospel of Judas together with the Letter of Peter to Philip, James, and a Book of
Allogenes from Codex Tchacos (National Geographic: Washington, D.C., 2007). Gaudard, along
with Marvin Meyer, prepared the translation from Coptic into English of the four tractates of Codex Tchacos. He also served as a member of the National Geographic Society’s Codex Advisory
Board.
During the summer of 2006, for the seventh time, Gaudard taught the University of Chicago’s
intensive summer course “Ancient Egyptian Language, Culture, and History.” This course, taught
for credit, integrated classroom instruction with an introduction to Egyptological resources, museum experience, and the preparation of a research paper. The students had the opportunity to
explore the archaeology, history, geography, religion and literature of the ancient Egyptians and
began the study of Middle Egyptian. Gaudard took advantage of the resources of the Oriental
Institute and is grateful to Professor Janet Johnson, Emily Teeter, Laura D’Alessandro, Geoff
Emberling, Ray Johnson, Ray Tindel, John Sanders, and Tom Urban, who all contributed to the
success of the course.
For the week-long seminar “The World in the Time of Tutankhamun” presented by the Oriental Institute, Gaudard delivered a lecture entitled “The Monuments of Tutankhamun,” which focused on what we would know about this pharaoh if his tomb had not been discovered, including
a presentation of the work of the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor (26 July).
As part of the Oriental Institute’s docent training, Gaudard also spoke on the New Kingdom
and the mortuary temple of Ramesses III at Medinet Habu (7 October). He also attended the 58th
Annual Meeting of the American Research Center in Egypt, which took place in Toledo, Ohio,
from April 20 to 22, 2007.

——————————

McGuire Gibson
McGuire Gibson had a productive year. Besides the publications related to Nippur, he sent to
press an article entitled “The Dead Hand of Deimel,” addressing crucial issues on the beginning
of civilization, as well as a biographic essay for the Reallexikon für Assyriologie, on Erich F.
Schmidt, the brilliant excavator of Persepolis, and two review articles. One of the review articles
addresses the subject of archaeology as used in nation-building in Iraq (Magnus Bernhardsson)
and the other is on a book that resulted from a conference on “Archaeology, Cultural Heritage, and
the Antiquities Trade.” He has also submitted two articles co-authored with Dr. Donny George on
preparations made in the Iraq Museum prior to the war of 2003 and on steps that museums should
make to protect themselves in the future. He also participated in international conferences in London (“Archaeology in Conflict”), in front of the Pergamum Altar in the Museum in Berlin (“Archaeology and Politics”), Salem, Oregon (Willamette College), and lectures on Mesopotamia for
the Council on Foreign Affairs in Santa Fe, at Lynchburg College, and in Baltimore for the University of Chicago, Alumni Center. He took part in a small symposium on the Sumerian city of
Umma, organized by Bob Adams, Peter Steinkeller, and Elizabeth Stone at the Oriental Institute.
He is writing a chapter for that volume. He also spent two weeks in Amman, Jordan, working
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