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member for the Archaeological Institute of America (AIA) and as a delegate to the American
Research Institute in Turkey (ARIT).
During the year, papers were presented at the seventh International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East (ICAANE), Northwestern’s Institute on Complex Systems
(NICO), and the South Suburban Archaeological Society. Grants were received from the Chicago
Public Schools Museum Connections Program and the U.S. Department of Education, in addition
to a University of Chicago capital request awarded to the Institute to fund the purchase of the K
EMu software that will run the Integrated Database. Two works appeared in publication: “Simulating Movement, Communication and Flows of Knowledge at Kerkenes Da©” in The Knowledge
Economy and Technological Capabilities, and “Kerkenes 2008” in Kazı Sonuçları Toplantısı.
Several others are in the process of publication, including “Seven Solutions for Seven Problems
with Least Cost Pathways” in Archaeological Approaches to Least Cost Analysis. Additionally,
an article written by Eti Bonn-Muller entitled “Layers of the Past” that showcases the work of
CAMEL appeared in the May/June issue of Archaeology.

——————————

Fred M. Donner
Fred M. Donner had an unusually hectic year. In August, he agreed to serve as the next director
of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies (CMES), a position that dramatically increases his administrative responsibilities (and, incidentally, means that he spends much less time than before
in his Oriental Institute office, and more in the offices of the CMES in Pick Hall — fortunately,
not very far away). This was made more than usually exciting by the need to supervise writing
of the federal Title VI grant application to the Department of Education, which provides the
funding with which CMES helps underwrite the university’s large staff of language lecturers
for languages of the modern Middle East (Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Modern Hebrew, Armenian,
Uzbek, etc.), as well as funding for an extensive outreach program for K–12 schools, two-year
colleges, and the public at large, and support for symposia and conferences, including the annual
Middle East History and Theory Conference, which this year drew several hundred people from
around the country and abroad. It was also made more challenging by some unexpected staff
turnover. By summer things had, thankfully, settled down, and we anticipate hearing soon about
the application for the Title VI grant for the next four-year grant cycle.
Donner was engaged in his usual teaching duties; of particular note was a course in the
spring, Arabic Palaeography and Epigraphy, during which a dozen students worked on Arabic
papyri from the Oriental Institute’s collection. Earlier generations of Arabic papyrologists, including the Oriental Institute’s own famous Nabia Abbott (d. 1982), would positively be green
with envy, seeing how today we can readily project a razor-sharp digital image of a papyrus
document onto a large screen, so all in the classroom can study it from the comfort of their seats
and call out possible readings for a troublesome passage; there is no doubt that the arduous task
of reading these documents is greatly eased by having a dozen pairs of eyes, rather than merely
one, gazing at the same thing and making suggestions.
Donner delivered a number of lectures during the year, including at the annual Middle East
Studies Association meetings in Boston in November, another at St. Michael’s College in Vermont in April, and a third to the graduating class of the Department of Near Eastern Studies at
Berkeley in May. Most of these dealt with the question of Islam’s beginnings and the way the
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terminology for institutions and practices in early Islam underwent a transformation to solidify
Islam’s ideological foundations.
Donner was also engaged in the normal chores of being external reviewer for tenure or
promotion decision for several universities (including Princeton and Smith College), reviewing
article drafts for journals and book drafts for publishers, and of course reading many, many dissertation chapters for some of the twenty students on whose dissertation committees he serves.
Donner’s book Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam (Harvard University
Press) finally appeared in early May and has attracted a modicum of public notice, including
a very favorable review in the New York Times Book Review (Sunday, June 27, 2010). After
so many years working on this book, the positive response has been most gratifying. This year
also saw the appearance of his article “Umayyad Efforts at Legitimation: The Umayyads’ Silent
Heritage,” in Umayyad Legacies/Heritages Omeyyades, edited by A. Borrut and P. M. Cobb
(Leiden: E. J. Brill).

——————————

François Gaudard
François Gaudard completed his fifteenth year in the Oriental Institute scholarly community,
and he continued to work on the Chicago Demotic Dictionary (CDD; see separate report). He
spent a very productive year, which included his participation in conferences and various publication projects.
On behalf of the Chicago Demotic Dictionary, François attended the sixth Demotic Summer School, held in Heidelberg, from August 23 to 26, 2009, where he gave three presentations
about the CDD “Problematic Entries” files, in order to get input from international colleagues.
François also continued to collaborate with Sofía Torallas Tovar and Raquel Martín Hernández
as an editor of the Mummy Label Database (MLD; see separate report).
During the year, two of François’ articles and one of his book reviews were published,
namely, “Le P. Berlin 8278 et ses fragments: Un «nouveau» texte démotique comprenant des
noms de lettres,” in Verba manent: Recueil d’études dédiées à Dimitri Meeks par ses collègues et
amis, edited by I. Régen and F. Servajean, pp. 165–69 (Two volumes; Cahiers Égypte Nilotique
et Méditerranéenne 2; Montpellier: Université Paul Valéry, 2009); with Janet H. Johnson, “Six
Stone Mummy Labels in the Oriental Institute Museum,” in Honi soit qui mal y pense: Studien
zum pharaonischen, griechisch-römischen und spätantiken Ägypten zu Ehren von Heinz-Josef
Thissen, edited by H. Knuf, Chr. Leitz, and D. von Recklinghausen, pp. 193–209 (Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta 194; Leuven and Walpole: Peeters, 2010); review of Les Architraves du
temple d’Esna: Paléographie, by Dimitri Meeks, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 69/1 (2010):
133–34.
In the spring, François was asked to contribute two articles for the catalog of the next
Oriental Institute’s exhibition, curated by Christopher Woods, and whose theme deals with the
origins of writing. The first article, entitled “Ptolemaic Hieroglyphs,” describes the specificity
and peculiarities of this script. The second consists of the edition of a still unpublished fragment
of a funerary shroud from the Greco-Roman period, whose provenance has been identified by
François as being Dendera. François will also publish two other related shroud fragments from
the Oriental Institute’s collections.
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