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W. Raymond Johnson

This year, W. Raymond Johnson completed his thirty-second year working in Egypt, his thirty-
first full year working for the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor, and his thirteenth season as Field 
Director. He participated in two colloquia in Egypt this fall and winter. On November 5, 2009, 
he presented a paper entitled “An Hungarian/American Collaboration in Luxor. Recent Work of 
the Epigraphic Survey, Oriental Institute, University of Chicago at Khonsu Temple, Karnak” at 
the colloquium “Hungarian Excavations in the Theban Necropolis: A Celebration of 102 Years 
of Fieldwork in Egypt,” Supreme Council of Antiquities, Zamalek, Cairo. On January 5, 2010, 
he presented a paper entitled “The New Digital Publication Program of the Oriental Institute and 
Epigraphic Survey, University of Chicago, at Medinet Habu” at the colloquium, “The Temples 
of Millions of Years and the Royal Power at Thebes in the New Kingdom,” Supreme Council 
of Antiquities, Luxor. He is preparing articles for both colloquia now, as well as several secret 
festschrift articles that he is not at liberty to name at this time. This spring and summer Ray also 
published articles on the battle reliefs of Tutankhamun and their possible historical bearing on 
the recent re-examination of the young king’s mummy in KMT magazine, Archaeology magazine, 
and a special issue of U.S. News and World Report: Mysteries of History. On June 30th Ray spoke 
at the opening of the exhibition “Das geheimnisvolle Grab 63: Die neueste Entdeckung im Tal der 
Könige – Archäologie und Kunst von Susan Osgood“ in the Museum August Kestner, Hannover, 
Germany, that featured the epigraphic art work of Chicago House artist Sue Osgood and the 
publications of the Epigraphic Survey. Ray also wrote a chapter on the work of the Epigraphic 
Survey for the exhibition catalog edited by Eberhard Dziobek and Christian Loeben. 

——————————

Walter E. Kaegi

Walter Kaegi was on leave of absence in Fall Quarter 2009 and Winter Quarter 2010. He pre-
pared his book manuscript “Muslim Expansion and Byzantine Collapse in North Africa” for 
publication by Cambridge University Press — designing maps, selecting illustrations of coins, 
updating references, and developing an index. He published a joint article with Paul M. Cobb 
(University of Pennsylvania), “Heraclius, ShahrbarΩz, and al-TabarÏ,” in the collective volume 
Al-TabarÏ: A Medieval Muslim Historian and His Work, edited by Hugh N. Kennedy, pp. 95–112 
(Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam 15; Princeton: Darwin Press, 2008). He completed an 
article entitled “Carl Hermann Kraeling: A Reminiscence” that includes recollections of an earlier 
director of the Oriental Institute, Carl H. Kraeling. He completed his contribution for the Oriental 
Institute’s National Endowment for the Humanities project on “Teaching the Middle East: A 
Resource for High School Educators” (in press, 2010). It covers the period from 323 bc to ad 
622, that is, approximately from Alexander the Great to Muhammad. He wrote and read the paper 
“Reassessing Seventh-Century Identities,” for the International Congress Visions of Community: 
Ethnicity, Religion and Power in the Early Medieval West, Byzantium and the Islamic World, 
Akademie der Wissenschaften, Phil.-Hist. Kl., Vienna, Austria, June 17, 2009. He spoke on 
“Arnold J. Toynbee the Byzantine Historian” at the Byzantine Studies Conference (Byzantine 
Studies Association North America) Annual Meeting, Florida State University, Sarasota, 
November 8, 2009. He delivered an invited lecture “The Muslim Conquest of Byzantine North 
Africa” at the Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, on November 16, 2009. He read a paper “The Face of Protracted War” at the Dumbarton 
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Oaks (Harvard) Symposium on Warfare in the Byzantine World, Washington, D.C., on May 
2, 2010. He published four book reviews: review of Being Byzantine, by Gill Page, in Journal 
of Interdisciplinary History 40 (2010): 586–88; review of The Crusades and the Christian 
World of the East, by Christopher MacEvitt, in Journal of Religion 89 (2009): 591–93; review 
of Muhammad: Islam’s First Great General, by R. A. Gabriel, in Journal of Late Antiquity 
2/2(2009): 392–93; and review of Basil II and the Governance of Empire, by Catherine Holmes, 
Speculum 84 (2009): 734–36. He continued to serve as president of the U.S. National Committee 
for Byzantine Studies. At the University of Chicago, he served as a member of the Executive 
Committee of the local Phi Beta Kappa chapter and as chair of the Nominations Committee for 
the History Department for selection of a chair for the department. He continued to act as history 
bibliographer for Byzantinische Zeitschrift and as co-director of the Workshop on Late Antiquity 
and Byzantium. On April 10, 2010, historian William Palmer interviewed him at length via tele-
phone concerning the history of the University of Chicago History Department.

——————————

Carol Meyer

Carol Meyer completed her analysis of the ground-stone artifacts from the Tell Hamoukar 
2005 and 2006 seasons, barring only some long-awaited locus information. The work includes a 
working typology of the various ground-stone artifacts, an illustrated checklist for excavators, a 
draft report of the material, and a new database table with descriptive information, itself linked 
to other tables with drawings or photographs. Meyer also wrote a report on a Late Chalcolithic 
deposit of stone artifacts. Judging from the types of stone, the odd assortment of artifacts, and a 
unique two-foot-tall gypsum “fang,” the deposit may be labeled “ritual.” Work resumed on the 
final report on the Bir Umm Fawkhir 1999 excavations and the 2001 study seasons. To date, five 
chapters out of a projected ten are drafted, including the key chapter on the excavations with 
all top plans, sections, and matrices. The next major chapter, pottery, is in progress. Meyer also 
completed a review of Antinoupolis I for Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists and 
an article on “The Wadi Hammamat” for the new Encyclopedia of Ancient History.

——————————

Nadine Moeller

In October and November 2009, Nadine Moeller directed the annual field season at Tell Edfu in 
southern Egypt (see separate report). In March she participated at the international conference 
on Radiocarbon Dating and Egyptian Chronology, which was held in the University of Oxford. 
The main objective of this colloquium was to advance the synchronization of absolute scientific 
dating and Egyptian historical chronology. In this regard, the great potential for acquiring new 
and reliable radiocarbon dates by analyzing samples from Tell Edfu was outlined. The strati-
fied layers at the site extensively cover the transitional and much-disputed periods from the late 
Middle Kingdom to the Second Intermediate Period, which was the focus of Nadine Moeller’s 
paper. It will be published as part of the forthcoming conference proceedings. The latest dis-
coveries at Tell Edfu were presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Research Center in 
Egypt, which was held in Oakland, California, at the end of April.
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