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may be identified with one of the scribes by the same name known to have worked in Akkadian,
but if the identification of Thabilu as the scribe of these multiple documents is correct, then this
scribe was not only bilingual but also “biscriptal,” for his Akkadian works would all be in the
syllabic cuneiform script that was at home in Mesopotamia. It would also appear that Thabilu’s
interests were broader: he inscribed not only Akkadian and Hurrian religious texts, but also
mythological, lyric, and divinatory texts in Ugaritic.

Seth Richardson
Seth Richardson saw several long-term projects come to fruition this past year, including the
publication of an edited volume on rebellions and political life in the cuneiform world, a study
of Old Babylonian divinatory literature, and an update to his online database of personal names
from seventeenth-century bc documents. His volume of late Old Babylonian texts is now in
preparation for publication, as well as a number of other small notes and reviews. He enjoyed
meeting with colleagues and speaking in Los Angeles, Cambridge, St. Louis, and New Orleans,
and he looks forward to a new year busy with new book and article projects, as well as panels he
has organized in Atlanta and Boston at the American Schools of Oriental Research and American
Historical Association meetings.

——————————

Robert K. Ritner
In late October, Robert Ritner’s volume The Libyan Anarchy: Inscriptions from Egypt’s Third
Intermediate Period was published by the Society of Biblical Literature and Brill for the series Writings from the Ancient World. The volume provides translations, transliterations, and
textual commentary for the primary documents of Egyptian history, society, and religion from
approximately 1100 to 650 bc, when Egypt was ruled by Libyan and Nubian dynasties and had
occasional relations with Judah and the encroaching Assyrian empire. The 176 texts collected in
the volume include first editions as well as re-edited inscriptions and chronicle the collapse of
a unified Egypt into multiple, local states with titular “pharaohs” and ruling princes of Libyan
ancestry (Dynasties Twenty-one to Twenty-four), the relatively superficial control of Nubian
imperialism (Dynasty Twenty-five), and the ultimate reunification of the state by rulers of Sais
(Dynasty Twenty-six). A significant underlying feature of the collapse and recovery is the intrusion and later suppression of Libyan tribal features; see Ritner’s contributions in Annual Reports
for 2007–2008 and 2008–2009.
Ritner’s further publications during the year include an analysis of a Pyramid Text spell that
likely inspired a critical episode in Demotic literature: “Setna’s Spell of Taking Security (Setna I,
col. IV/31–34),” published in Honi soit qui mal y pense: Studien zum pharaonischen, griechischrömischen und spätantiken Ägypten zu Ehren von Heinz-Josef Thissen, edited by Hermann Knuf,
Christian Leitz, and Daniel von Recklinghausen, pp. 425–28 (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta
194; Leuven and Walpole: Peeters, 2010). His study of “Two Third Intermediate Period Books of
the Dead: P. Houston 31.72 and P. Brooklyn 37.1801E,” published in Millions of Jubilees: Studies in Honor of David P. Silverman, edited by Zahi Hawass and Jennifer Wegner, pp. 591–608
(Cahiers 2; Cairo: Supreme Counsel of Antiquities of Égypte, 2010), examined two funerary
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