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2009); “A Note on Hittite Envelopes and HKM 86” (with Cem Karasu), in Pax Hethitica: Studies on the Hittites and Their Neighbours in Honour of Itamar Singer, edited by Yoram Cohen,
Amir Gilan, and Jared L. Miller, pp. 372–77 (Studien zu den Bo©azköy Texten 51; Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz, 2010), 372–77. Two long entries came out in the Reallexikon der Assyriologie
volume 12: “Schaf. B. Bei den Hethitern,” pp. 121–26, and “Schreiber. D. Bei den Hethitern,”
pp. 273–80. Finally, Theo wrote a brief article for children on the Luwian Hieroglyphic script
entitled “Let’s Talk Luwian,” in Dig, February 2010, p. 22.

——————————

Donald Whitcomb
Donald Whitcomb left the last account of the individual research happily engaged in archaeological visits and research based at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. With the end of the school
year, Donald’s wife Janet Johnson was able to make her first visit to Israel. Of course this meant
tours, but with a difference: Gideon Avni generously showed both around Jerusalem, including
some places Don had not seen before; then they went to Caesarea with Ken Holum, its long-time
excavator (and Yael Arnon, who engaged them in lively debates on multitudes of archaeological
problems for the Islamic periods — more than Jan wished to hear). Next, they participated in an
impromptu workshop organized by Edna Stern and Katherine Burke on Islamic ceramics. Then
he took a trip south for a conference at Ben Gurion University in Beersheva, but mainly an excuse
to visit a few of the sites in the Negev (Donald did try his hand at “gender archaeology” with a
paper on the “Ladies of Quseir”).
Jan returned to Chicago in early July, just before Don participated in the “From Jahiliyya
to Islam” conference; this is a very prestigious event at Hebrew University, which included a
day of archaeological papers this year. He revised some old ideas on the origins of the mosque
before a very knowledgeable and critical audience. In the last few weeks, Don wrapped up some
long-standing papers on Islamic archaeology of Caesarea and Jerusalem. He was able to visit
Rafi Greenberg’s excavations at Khirbat Kerak (Beit Yerach), a site well known to the Oriental
Institute. This year Rafi was working with a talented archaeologist, Taufik Dea’dle, on the Islamic
component hoping to confirm Don’s ideas on its medieval importance as Sinnabra. Both Rafi and
Taufik are actively engaged in Community Archaeology, the involvement of local populations
both Arab and Jewish in their understanding and appreciation of their archaeological heritage, in
what Rafi calls “multivocular” approaches.
Finally, just before leaving Israel, Donald was able to attend a conference by the World
Archaeological Congress in Ramallah. This was a wonderful opportunity to renew his acquaintance and meet many Palestinian archaeologists and
hear about progress on the West Bank. Don spoke with
Hamdan Taha, director of the Palestinian Department
of Archaeology, about his hopes for the site of Khirbat
al-Mafjar. With the strong encouragement of Gil Stein,
this led to a special visit to Ramallah, in March, for
detailed plans for this site. Thus, the spring presentation of archaeological projects of the Oriental Institute
included its newest, and very prestigeous, excavation
plans for the site of Khirbat al-Mafjar. The site is a
Gideon Avni and Taufik
Hamdan Taha at the place
magnificent early Islamic palace complex filled with Dea'dle examine plans of
entrance of Khirbat alMafjar
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magnificent mosaics, stuccos, and — well, this will be the subject of a special report next year
(Inshallah).

——————————
Karen L. Wilson

During the past year, Karen L. Wilson continued to work on the final publication of the Oriental
Institute excavations at the sites of Nippur and Abu Salabikh in Iraq during the late 1950s and
early 1960s. This project is sponsored by a grant awarded to McGuire Gibson by the National
Endowment for the Humanities and is a joint endeavor undertaken with Robert Biggs, Jean Evans,
McGuire Gibson (University of Chicago), and Richard Zettler (University of Pennsylvania). The
project so far has included the preparation of a digital catalog of finds linked with images of the
objects, plus the scanning of all negatives and drawings as well as the field records generated by
work on the sites. A draft of a final publication covering the results of the excavation of the Inanna
Temple at Nippur is planned to be completed by the end of 2010.
Karen also continued to serve as Kish Project Coordinator at the Field Museum, preparing
the final publication of the results of the Joint Field Museum and Oxford University Expedition to
Kish in 1923–1933. That publication will include papers presented at a symposium in November
2008 focusing on current research and excavations at the site. Contributions will include studies
of the human remains, textual evidence, lithics, animal figurines, and stucco as well as a catalog
of the Field Museum holdings from the site.
Karen’s book, Bismaya: Recovering the Lost City of Adab, which chronicles and presents the
results of the University of Chicago’s first expedition to Iraq in 1903–1905, is currently in press
at the Oriental Institute Publications Office.

——————————

Christopher Woods
Christopher Woods devoted this past year to several projects involving Sumerian literature, language, and writing. Finally, Chris’s article “At the Edge of the World: Cosmological Conceptions
of the Eastern Horizon in Mesopotamia” appeared in print in the Journal of Near Eastern Religions
(2009). Another article, “Grammar and Context: Enki and Ninhursag ll. 1–3 and a Curious
Sumerian Construction,” completed this year and slated for a festschrift offers a new grammatical understanding and interpretation of the problematic first lines of the famous Sumerian creation
myth, Enki and Ninhursag. Also completed this year are an article for the Cambridge History of
Linguistics that concerns indigenous traditions of grammatical thought in Mesopotamia, an article
(“New Light on the Sumerian Language”) for the Canadian Society for Mesopotamian Studies,
which is based on a lecture Chris gave before that society last year, and a note on subordinate
clauses to appear in Cornell University Studies in Assyriology and Sumerology 6.
In April Chris organized, with Andréas Stauder, a conference, “Linguistic Method and Theory
and the Languages of the Ancient Near East,” where Chris gave the paper “The Morphographic
Basis of Sumerian Writing.” Chris and Andréas plan to publish the proceedings of the conference, which focused on the research currently conducted in this area by Oriental Institute faculty
and graduate students. A great deal of time was devoted to curating our special exhibit, Visible
Language: Inventions of Writing in the Ancient Middle East and Beyond, set to open in late
September. The catalog Chris edited includes two of his articles “Visible Language: The Earliest
Writing Systems” and “The Earliest Mesopotamian Writing.”

——————————

2009–2010 Annual Report

139

