
To the Members and Friends of the Oriental Institute: 

In many respects, the year just completed has been one of reap
praisal. What is the_roleof an_Institute devoted to research on the 
ancient civilizations of the Near East when confronted with strong 
and sometimes conflicting pressures from newly emergent nations? 
The past of the area is no longer the concern only of specialized 
scholars and their western audiences. Variously manipulated, it is 
becoming a symbol with respect to contemporary issues, threatening 
the sense of scholarly detachment which has always been vital for us. 
The rising tide of U.S. concern about Near Eastern affairs, evident 
not merely at governmental levels but in a host of individual and 
business undertakings, may ultimately contribute to the same effect. 
How do we relate our work to this rapidly growing stream of involve
ment and interest without sacrificing its essential scholarly character? 

Questions of the same order face us at home. How do we maintain 
the commanding sweep of vision with which the Oriental Institute 
was founded against the encroachments of an Age of Specialization? 
What are the bounds of the Institute's concerns, and how do they 
relate to work going on elsewhere within the University? If the spatial 
limits of our activities are reasonably clear, the temporal and sub
stantive limits are not. Should we embrace the whole span of Near 
Eastern history down to the threshold of the modern era, thus taking 
some responsibility for dealing with its long-range continuities and 
present impact, or should we instead sharply reduce the intensity 
of our interest after the transmission of the early Oriental heritage 
to the West in Classical times? Are our conceptions of history them
selves in need of broadening, more fully to take into account the 
development of science and cultural institutions than they do at pres
ent? How and to what degree should we associate ourselves with 
advances in knowledge about the Near East beginning to emerge 
through other disciplines, principally in the Social Sciences, which 
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utilize the results of specialized Oriental studies in a different meth
odological framework ? 

On a different plane, what changes in our relations with the Chi
cago community and with foundations elsewhere are necessary in 
light of our rapidly rising costs of operation ? In light again of in
creasing costs, and of the sheer volume of our backlog of excavated 
material, how can we continue to meet our obligations to publish our 
findings within a reasonable time? Finally, and perhaps most im
portant of all, how can we best prepare for the transition from a staff 
largely recruited in the time of James Henry Breasted, and therefore 
now for the most part in its final decade before retirement, to the 
staff which eventually will succeed it? A transition there must be, and 
yet it is the essence of humanistic studies that they are cumulative 
or they are nothing. In a word, unless we can maintain continuity 
of purposes and standards during the course of the transition we will 
jeopardize the Institute's very heart. 

Such are the major issues which underlie our continuing reapprais
al. As always, they remain generally unarticulated behind a facade 
of more concrete and pressing questions, and undoubtedly they will 
be as slowly resolved as they have been slow in coming into focus. 
But during the past year, fortunately with Emery T. Filbey as an 
Acting Director of unparalleled administrative experience and judge
ment, they have been an increasing concern to all of us. 

An immediate issue upon which many of these long-range questions 
have had a bearing is the directorship of the Oriental Institute itself. 
Discussions began shortly after the resignation of Carl H. Kraeling 
in June 1960 as a result of ill-health, continued during the interim 
directorships of John A. Wilson in 1960/61 and Emery T. Filbey in 
1961/62, and only were finally resolved with my appointment in May 
1962. That the consideration of alternative appointments received the 
full and vigorous debate it deserved is apparent. And with the selec
tion of a director as a focus it is gratifying to report that we have also 
begun to grapple, consciously and as a corporate body, with the broad 
alternative strategies for our further growth. This process will con
tinue. Raising questions may be my new prerogative, but the deter
mination of the Oriental Institute's response to them is our common 
responsibility. 
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One of our major field activities during the past year also reflects 
this attitude of reappraisal. Pinhas Delougaz led a reconnaissance 
party across a wide sweep of promising terrain in order to evaluate 
opportunities for future archeological fieldwork, and completed his 
mission with soundings at an important early site in southwestern Iran 
where we hope to resume excavations in 1963. Elsewhere in Iran, 
Frank Hole, a former member of Robert J. Braidwood's prehistoric 
expedition in the Kermanshah Valley, resumed the investigations of 
that expedition into the origins of food production. This survey, 
jointly sponsored by the Oriental Institute and Rice University, has 
succeeded in extending the zone of early domestication and village 
life down from the foothills to the very margins of the Mesopotamian 
plain. With the aid of a recent grant from the National Science Foun
dation, Robert Braidwood now proposes to begin the examination 
of the same transition in southeastern Turkey during the fall of 1962. 

Field activities connected with the Nubian emergency also con
tinued apace. As work continues on the High Dam at Assuan the 
problem of recording and salvaging the monuments to be inundated 
by the great lake which will form behind it becomes steadily more 
urgent, and it is a pleasure to report that the Oriental Institute con
tribution to the international program sponsored by UNESCO is 
proceeding on schedule. When the illness of Keith C. Seele prevented 
his participation in our excavations at the Middle Kingdom fortress 
of Serra East in the Republic of Sudan, George R. Hughes assumed 
the field direction of this project while somehow also managing to 
continue with the directorship of the Epigraphic Survey based at 
Luxor. By this personal sacrifice, both went forward successfully. 

Members of the Epigraphic Survey were hosts during February to 
a delegation of 46 Chicagoans. Sponsored by the University of Chi
cago Women's Board and energetically led by Mrs. J. Harris Ward, 
the group included a number of University trustees and their wives. 
Highlights of their trip included a rarely-permitted view of the con
struction site of the new High Dam, a visit to the great temples of 
Ramses II and his Queen Nefertari at Abu Simbel which are threat
ened with submergence behind it, and a no-holds-barred interview 
with U.A.R. President Nassar. Some of the group already are laying 
plans to rent a Nile houseboat and return next winter. 
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Two new developments at home during the year perhaps point the 
way to an expanded range of future research activities. Ignace J. Gelb 
was awarded the Colvin Research Professorship for 1962/63, enabling 
him to devote his full time to an_ecgjaQmkLStudy of Old Akkadian 
private estates of the mid-third millennium B.C., a study he will 
pursue both here and with colleagues abroad. A project headed by 
A. Leo Oppenheim for the full-scale prosopographic study of ancient 
Sippar-has been undertaken with the support of the National Science 
Foundation. AlLofJhe^available details on the body of citizenry of 
Sipp&r Ŷjll be assembled from thousands of widely scattered clay 
tablets of the period of Hammurabi? hopefully permitting for the first 
time a quantitative jinderstanding of social and economic relations 
within a representative Old Babylonian town. 

The lecture series for the year began with a discussion by Richard 
C. Haines and Donald P. Hansen of their extraordinarily important 
findings in excavations at Nippur during 1960/61. An overflow assem
bly of Oriental Institute Members, a problem for which the limited 
size of Breasted Hall offers no easy solution, was shown the successive 
stages of architectural development which the expedition has traced 
in the Inanna Temple and some of the superb collection of Early 
Dynamic statuary found within its walls. More of these finds, upon 
which studies are continuing here in Chicago, are illustrated on the 
following pages. Negotiations are currently in progress with the Iraq 
Government looking toward a resumptioiLof w:ork^ai_Nippur in the 
near future. 

The lecture series closed, appropriately enough, with some of the 
critical problems of the Nubian emergency which remain unsolved. 
Professor Ahmed Fakhry, of the University of Cairo, first described 
some of the more notable temples for which salvage now is assured, 
but then continued with the rock-cut temples at Abu Simbel whose 
fatej^mainjiinihe balance, Proposals are under consideration to save 
these temples by slowly raising the entire mass of living rock into 
which they are cut with giant jacks, but sufficient funds have not yet 
been obtained to begin this important operation. 

Professor Fakhry's visit came in connection with the exhibit at the 
Chicago Natural History Museum, for the first time outside of Egypt 
itself, of a selection of the unprecedented group of treasures from the 
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tomb of King Tutankhamun. Jointly sponsored by the Oriental In
stitute and the Chicago Natural History Museum, the exhibit was 
agreed to by the U.A.R. Government as a means of underlining the 
importance of the threatened Nubian monuments as a common cul
tural heritage. As the year drew to a close, many thousands of Chi-
cagoans were demonstrating their interest through their attendance 
at the showing. 

Cordially, 
ROBERT M. ADAMS 

Director 

Temple of Ramses Hat Abu Simbel at the time of Dr. Breasted's expedition in 1906 
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