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EDITORIAL NOTE

This volume, like Dr. Chiera's Sumerian Epics and Myths, consists of facsimiles of tablets
from the Nippur collection of the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Samuel N. Kramer of
the Oriental Institute has as before grouped the plates in their present arrangement and con-
tributed the introductory descriptions of the texts. The lists of duplicates had been largely
gathered by Dr. Chiera.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE TEXTS WITH COMPLETE
LISTS OF DUPLICATES

TEXTS 1-9. PROVERBS

The sources for evaluating the Sumerian proverb literature which to date has consisted of
several poorly preserved bilinguals and one unrecognized unilingual (PBS XIII 50) are con-
siderably increased by the material here published. Duplicates of these texts have not ap-
peared in any previous publication. With No. 3 obv. iii 15-17, however, PBS XIII 50 obv.(?) i
2-5 is to be compared; with No. 5 obv. 1-2 SEM 58 obv. ii 11-12 is to be compared. No. 9
probably belongs to the so-called "Edubba" literature (cf. SEM 59-71); because of the-frag-
mentary condition of the former, however, a more definite statement is at present impossible.
Of the nine proverb texts here published, only two are duplicates: 1 obv. ii 1-18= 2 obv. i 1 ff.'

TEXTS 10-16. INCANTATIONS

Text 10 is a fragment of a tablet which contained a group of incantations beginning with
the rubric 6 n- 6 - n - ru.

Text 11 is an incantation of the so-called "Marduk-Ea" type.
Text 12 is a fragment with but a few signs extant. As is indicated by line 5, which proba-

bly read in the original e n - 6 (- n u - r u), this tablet too (cf. No. 10) originally contained a
collection of incantation texts beginning with the rubric 6 n - 6 - n u- r u.

Text 13 is very probably an incantation text.
Text 14 is probably an incantation text.
Text 15, a fragment, like the preceding partially duplicates PBS XII 51.
Text 16 is an incantation of the so-called "Marduk-Ea" type.

13 rev. 2-3 =-TRS II 56 obv. 1-2 15 obv.(?) i 3 ff.= PBS XII 51 rev. 6 ff.
14 obv. 1 ff.=PBS XII 51 obv. 1 ff.

TEXTS 17-24. LAMENTATION OVER THE CITY OF UR

With the help of these texts and of the recently published TRS II 40, a well-nigh complete
restoration of this lamentation, divided into 11 sections and containing over 400 lines, is now
possible. A detailed list of the duplications enabling this reconstruction follows:
17 obv. i 1 ff. = CSRT 45 obv. i 7 ff. iv 15 ff.= PBS X 4 No. 11 rev. iii 1 ff.

i 1 ff. =TRS II 40 obv. i 16 ff. iv 33 ff.= 19 rev. viii 1 ff.
i 8 ff. =PBS XIII 20 obv. i 1 ff. v 1 ff. = BBI 6 rev. iii 49 ff.
ii 1 ff. =TRS II 40 obv. i 66 ff. v 1 ff. =TRS II 40 rev. ii 361 ff.
ii 5 ff. =21 obv. 1 ff. vi 1 ff. =TRS II 40 rev. ii 406 ff.
ii 11 ff.=PBS XIII 20 obv. ii 1 ff. 18 obv. i 3 ff. =PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. iii 1 ff.

iii 1 ff.2 = 19 obv. iii 14 ff. ii 1 ff. = PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. iv 6-11
iii 1 ff. =PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. iii 28 ff. ii 5 ff. = 22 obv. i 1 ff.
iii 1 ff. = PBS XIII 20 rev. iii 20 ff. 19 obv. iii 1-13=21 rev. 4 ff.
iii 1 ff. =TRS II 40 obv. ii 122 ff. iii 1 ff. =PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. iii 14-38

rev. iv 1 ff. = BBI 6 obv. ii 33 ff. iii 1 ff. = PBS XIII 20 rev. iii 6-30
iv 1 ff. = TRS II 40 rev. i 324 ff. iii 1 ff. =TRS II 40 obv. ii 108 ff.
iv 8 ff. = 22 rev. iii 1 ff. iv 1 ff. = PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. iv 22-39

1 Numbers not preceded by abbreviations are those of texts published in this volume.
2 It is not quite certain whether the fragments marked A, B, and C on PI. 16 belong to this tablet or not.
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SUMERIAN TEXTS OF VARIED CONTENTS

19 obv. iv 1 ff.
iv 1 ff.
vl ff.
vl1 ff.

rev. vi 1 ff.
vi 1 ff.
vi 1f.
vi ff.
villi 1f.
vii 1 ff.
vii 1 ff.

viii 1 ff.
viii 1 ff.
viii 1 ff.

20 obv. i 1 ff.
i ff.
i 1 ff.
ii 1 ff.
ii 1 ff.

21 obv. 1 ff.
1ff.

rev. 1 ff.
1 iff.
1 ff.
4 ff.

22 obv. i 1 ff.
i ff.

i 3 ff.
ii ff.

= PBS XIII 20 rev. iv 12 ff.
=TRS I 40 obv. ii 168 ff.
= PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. v 24-32
= TRS I 40 obv. ii 221 ff.
= 23 rev. iv 8 ff.
=BBI 6 obv. i 1-13
=PBS X 4 No. 11 rev. i 38-50
= TRS II 40 rev. i 275 ff.
=BBI 6 obv. ii 17-31
= PBS X 4 No. 11 rev. ii 39-55
=TRS II 40 rev. i 312 ff.
= 17 rev. iv 33 ff.
= BBI 6 rev. iii 24-47
= TRS II 40 rev. ii 349 ff.
=PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. v 20 ff.
= PBS XIII 20 rev. iv 10 ff.
= TRS II 40 obv. ii 166 ff.
=PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. v 11 ff.
= TRS II 40 obv. iii 211 ff.
= 17 obv. ii 5 ff.
= TRS II 40 obv. i 71-84
= PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. iii 11-25
= PBS XIII 20 rev. iii 5-19
=TRS II 40 obv. ii 105-22
= 19 obv. iii 1-13
= 18 obv. ii 5 ff.
= PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. iv 9-13
= TRS II 40 obv. ii 156 ff.
= PBS XIII 20 rev. iv 1 ff.
= 23 obv. ii 12 ff.

iilff. =PBSX4No.llobv.v8ff.
ii 1 ff. = TRS II 40 obv. iii 204 ff.

rev. i 1 ff. =24 obv. 1 ff.
i 1 ff. = TRS I 40 obv. iii 254 ff.
ii 1ff. =24 rev. 13ff.
ii 1 ff. = TRS II 40 rev. i 295 ff.
iii 1 ff. =17 rev. iv 8 ff.
iii 1 ff. = TRS II 40 rev. i 331 ff.
iii 5 ff. = PBS X 4 No. 11 rev. iii 1 ff.

23 obv. ii 1 ff. =TRS II 40 obv. iii 194 ff.
ii 7 ff. = PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. v 1-9
ii 12 ff. =22 obv. ii 1 ff.
iii 1 ff. = PBS X 4 No. 11 obv. v 43-53
iii 1 ff. =TRS II 40 obv. iii 238 ff.

rev. iv 1 ff. =24 obv. 16-21
iv 1 ff. = BBI 6 obv. i 15-24
iv 1 ff. = PBS X 4 No. 11 rev. i 29-45
iv 1 ff. =TRS II 40 rev. i 269 ff.
iv 8 ff. = 19 rev. vi 1 ff.
v 1 ff. =BBI 6 obv. ii 8-14
v 1 ff. = PBS X 4 No. 11 rev. ii 26-34
v 1 ff. =TRS II 40 rev. i 304 ff.

24 obv. 1ff. =22 rev. i 1 ff.
1 ff. =TRS II 40 obv. iii 254 ff.
2 ff. =PBS X 4 No. 11 rev. i 1 ff.
8 ff. =BBI 6 obv. i 1-14
16-21=23 rev. iv 1 ff.

rev. 1 ff. = TRS II 40 rev. i 283 ff.
13 ff. =22 rev. ii 1 ff.

TEXTS 25-26. ANOTHER LAMENTATION OVER THE CITY OF UR

The extant text of the obverse of No. 25 tells of Sin's plaint to Enlil concerning the desolate
state of his city as well as the latter's reply. The extant text of the reverse duplicates the first
part of a long text (PBS X 2 No. 19) which is too poorly preserved to permit any conclusions
with regard to its contents. The duplications are:
25 obv. 1 ff. =26 rev.(?) 1 ff. 26 rev.(?) 1 ff. =25 obv. 1 ff.

rev. 25-31= PBS X 2 No. 19 obv. 1 ff.

TEXT 27. LAMENTATION OVER SUMER

This text is a fragment of a lamentation describing the desolation which descended upon
Sumer with the defeat of Ibi-Sin, the last of the kings of the 3d dynasty of Ur. It duplicates
BE XXXI 3 as follows and then continues from where BE XXXI 3 stops:
27 obv. 1 ff. =BE XXXI 3 obv. 1-13 rev. 1-3= BE XXXI 3 rev. 20 to end

TEXTS 28-29. LAMENTATION OVER LAGASH

These two texts partially duplicate and help to restore PBS X 4 No. 6. The latter text, how-
ever, is itself so poorly preserved that it is impossible to state with certainty the desolating
event that led to the destruction of Lagash and its state of ruin lamented in the composition.
The duplications are:

29 rev. iii 2 ff. = 28 obv. 4 ff.
iii 2 ff. = PBS X 4 No. 6 obv. 26 ff.

28 obv. and rev.= PBS X 4 No. 6 obv. 23 ff.
obv. 4 ff. = 29 rev. iii 2 ff.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE TEXTS

TEXT 30. LAMENTATION OVER ....

This text contains the lamentation by a deity (probably Ninni) over the destruction and
desolation of her city and temple. It is written in the Eme-SAL dialect and partially dupli-
cates the bilingual K 41. PBS X 2 No. 15, a text which had previously been published (BE
XXX 12), is another duplicate, written in the Eme-KU dialect. The duplications are:

30 obv. ii 4 ff.= PBS X 2 No. 15 obv. i 10 f. ii 7 ff. = K 41 obv. i 3 ff.

This lamentation has many points of resemblance with SBH No. 31 also.

TEXT 31. LAMENTATION OVER ERIDU

In the extant contents of this fragment the description of Eridu's desolation is continually
interrupted by exclamatory complaints directed by the speaker to Enki in which the reason
for the latter's cruelty to his city is demanded. There are no duplicates.

TEXTS 32-33. LAMENTATIONS OVER....

Because of their fragmentary nature and because no duplicates have as yet been located, a
more exact statement of the contents of these texts is at present impossible.

TEXTS 34-42. HYMNS TO DEITIES

Most of these texts are still unduplicated. In the following detailed description, unless du-
plications are specifically noted, the reader is to assume that none has as yet been located.

Text 34 is described as (s I r) - g d - da - dn i n-u r t a - ka m, "a long song of Ninurta."
The extant contents of 35 rev. (the obverse is very fragmentary) show it to be a hymn to

Ninurta; the expected classification, however, is wanting.
Text 36 is described as nar balag- db a - - kam. Its unduplicated text, of which

only the upper portion of the obverse and the lower portion of the reverse are preserved, fur-
nishes an example of an interesting orthographic phenomenon. Each group of three or four
lines is introduced by the phrase n i n - m u, "my lady," and then repeated with the name
db a - U substituted for n i n - m u . In the repeated groups, however, the scribe writes only
the first half of each line, expecting the reader to complete each line with the aid of the un-
abbreviated group of lines which had preceded.

Text 37 is described as ( s 1) r - g d - d a- d i b a - k a m.
The name of the deity to whom No. 38 is addressed is not found in the extant text. The

reverse duplicates CSRT 41 obv. 2 ff. The beginning of line 5 of 38 rev. is therefore to be
read dn i n - k a- s i. A well preserved hymn to this deity, duplicating VS X 156, has re-
cently been published (TRS I 20).

No. 39 is a poorly preserved text of a long hymn to a deity whose name is not preserved in
the extant text. Line 9 of column v of the reverse was accidentally omitted by Dr. Chiera,
whose notes state that the entire column was to be recopied. Death intervened.

Perhaps Nergal is the deity addressed in the hymn of which No. 40 is but a fragment (cf.
obv. line 11).

Text 41, a fragment, belongs possibly to a hymn to Shamash.
Text 42 is probably a fragment of a hymn to Ninni.
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SUMERIAN TEXTS OF VARIED CONTENTS

TEXTS 43-44. HYMN TO THE I - k u r(?)

These two fragments duplicate in part PBS I 2 No. 114 and BBI 10, parts of a composi-
tion which extols the 6 - k u r of Enlil at Nippur; it may, however, be only an extract from
a longer text. The detailed duplications are:
43 obv. 1 ff.= PBS I 2 No. 114 obv. 17-rev. 5 44 obv. and rev.= PBS I 2 No. 114 rev. 1 ff.

6 ff. =44 obv. 1 ff. obv. 1 ff. =43 obv. 6 ff.
10 =BBI obv. 1 obv. 5 ff. =BBI 10 obv. 1-10

TEXTS 45-49. HYMNS TO TEMPLES

This material adds considerably to the rather fragmentary texts thus far published con-
taining brief hymns to the more important temples situated in the various cities of Sumer.
The duplications are:
45 rev. iv 13 ff.=BE XXXI 18 obv. ii 1 ff. 48 obv. ii 1 ff. =46 obv. ii 5 ff.
46 obv. ii 5 ff. =48 obv. ii 1 ff. 49 obv.(?) 1 ff.= PBS XII 16 rev. i 4 ff. (where numer-

ous variants are to be found)

TEXTS 50-60. HYMNS TO SHULGI

Numerous Shulgi hymns have appeared to date; compare the group listed in CSRT page 24.
To this list are to be added CSRT 22, CT 36 Pls. 26-27, and the more recently published ma-
terial TRS I 13, 14, 31, 32, and TRS II 44 and 50 (the latter not recognized as a Shulgi hymn
in the introductory remarks to that publication; cf. TRS II 50). Our Nos. 50-60 are dupli-
cated in part by the material just listed, though a large part of it still remains unique.

Texts 54-55 are poorly preserved fragments of Shulgi hymns; compare obv. 4 of the for-
mer as well as obv.(?) 6 of the latter.

Text 57 is a fragment of a text which probably contained a Shulgi hymn; with its last line
the last line of the Shulgi hymn in CT 36 Pls. 26-27 is to be compared.

Text 58 is probably a fragment of a Shulgi hymn; compare rev. 1, 6, and 8.
Text 60 is probably a hymn to Shulgi; compare rev. 18.
The duplications are:

50 obv. 1 ff. =51 obv. 13-rev. 46 53 rev. 1 ff.=TRS I 14 rev. vi 5 ff.
rev. 16-18 = 59 rev. 21-26 56 obv. 1 ff.= PBS I 1 No. 7 rev. 63 ff.
rev. 16-18 = CSRT 14 obv. 18-20 1 ff. = TRS II 44 obv. ii 57 ff.

51 obv. 13-rev. 46= 50 obv. 1 ff. 59 rev. 21-26 =50 rev. 16-18
rev. 41-46 =59 rev. 21-26 21-26 = 51 rev. 41-46

41-46 =CSRT 14 obv. 18-20 21-26 = CSRT 14 obv. 18-20
52 rev. i 9 ff. = CSRT 22 obv. and rev.

i 15 ff. =TRS II 50 obv. 1-14
ii 1-8 = TRS II 50 obv. 27-34
ii 9-35 =TRS II 50 rev. 35-60

TEXTS 61-63. ISHBI-IRRA LITURGIES

This material, consisting of liturgical texts composed for the founder of the Isin dynasty, is
still unduplicated; a more detailed description follows.

Text 61 consists of a brief hymn to the goddess Nin-insina and ends with a prayer addressed
to her that she may rejoice with Ishbi-Irra.

Text 62 is a fragment of a hymn extolling the deeds of Ishbi-Irra. It was divided into sec-
tions marked by the notation k i - u b - g ii.

Text 63 is a fragment of a hymn extolling the deeds of Ishbi-Irra, similar in character to the
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INTRODUCTION TO THE TEXTS

preceding. Because of its fragmentary nature, it is impossible to state with certainty whether
or not it too was divided into sections.

TEXT 64. IDIN-DAGAN LITURGY

This fragment duplicates in part CSRT 1. Thus 64 rev. i 1 ff.= CSRT 1 rev. v 8-18, while
50 rev. ii = CSRT rev. vi 10-15. The latter text is an excellently preserved composition con-
sisting primarily of a hymn to Ninni. It is of special importance in that it furnishes one of
the earliest sources for our knowledge of the rites and mysteries performed during the celebra-
tion of the Babylonian New Year festival. A detailed list of the variants which our frag-
ment provides to CSRT 1 is to be found in that volume (p. 11).

TEXT 65. ROYAL LITURGIES

This text contains the rather fragmentary remains of a large tablet the contents of which
consisted of liturgical compositions, primarily hymnal in character, dedicated to several kings.
At least three of these are identified by the extant material: Gimil-Sin, the fourth king of the
3d dynasty of Ur; and Gimil-ilishu and Libit-Ishtar, the second and fifth kings of the Isin
dynasty. However, the order followed in the tablet is Libit-Ishtar, Gimil-Sin, and Gimil-ilishu.
CSRT 13 furnishes another instance of a tablet containing liturgical material composed for
kings belonging to different dynasties; Shulgi, the second king of the 3d dynasty of Ur, and
Ishme-Dagan, the fourth king of Isin, are the personages involved in that text.

TEXTS 66-74. ISHME-DAGAN LITURGIES

Nos. 66-68 partially duplicate and help to restore a liturgical composition which, as text 66
shows, had contained at least ten sections marked by the notation k i - 9 ub-g d. The
construction of this liturgy is significant. It begins with a lament describing the desolation of
Nippur and its inhabitants because its lord Enlil had turned from it. A note of comfort and
consolation is introduced in the fifth section and is further developed in the following section,
which tells of Enlil's intrusting the restoration of the city to Ishme-Dagan, when the god
had at last turned a merciful ear to its supplications. Because of the poor preservation of
the remaining sections the nature of their contents, which seem to treat of various important
cities in Sumer, is quite uncertain. The duplications are:

66 obv. i 1 ff.= PBS X 4 No. 1 obv. ii 4-26 67 obv. 1 ff.= 66 rev. iii 1 ff.
ii 1 ff.=PBS X 4 No. 1 rev. iii 1-3 and 34-36 68 obv. 1 ff.= PBS X 4 No. 1 rev. i 24-31

rev. iii 1 ff. =67 obv. 1 ff.

The fragmentary condition of texts 69-71 does not permit their definite placing with any
of the numerous Ishme-Dagan liturgical compositions already published. The nature of their
extant contents points to a resemblance with such texts as PBS X 4 No. 2, PBS X 2 No. 9,
and PBS X 2 No. 14. The first two of the texts last mentioned can now be partially restored
with the aid of a recently published duplicate (TRS I 9) which not only includes all the ma-
terial contained in PBS X 4 No. 2 and PBS X 2 No. 9, but continues with two additional col-
umns of well preserved hymnal material in praise of Ishme-Dagan. Line 17 of No. 69 and line
6 of No. 70 indicate with a fair degree of certainty that these are Ishme-Dagan compositions.
Far less certain is the classification of No. 71; its inclusion among the Ishme-Dagan liturgies
rests on the following three equations:

71 obv. 8=72 obv.(?) 11 9= TRS I 9 rev. v 3
rev. 9= PBS X 2 No. 9 rev. i 2
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SUMERIAN TEXTS OF VARIED CONTENTS

No. 72, a fragmentary text, duplicates in part PBS X 2 No. 14, which is a liturgical com-
position commencing with a hymn addressed to the goddess Bau and continuing with a descrip-
tion of the good fate decreed by Enlil to Ishme-Dagan, no doubt upon the intercession of the
latter. The duplications are as follows:

72 obv.(?) 1 ff.=PBS X 2 No. 14 rev. 12 ff. 11=71 obv. 8

The reverse(?) of No. 72, however, does not correspond with any portion of PBS X 2 No. 14.
No. 73 is a fairly well preserved unduplicated text containing a hymnal composition to the

god Nergal (written n 6 - i r - g a 1), interspersed with prayers for the well-being of Ishme-
Dagan. CSRT 12 is a similar composition addressed to the god Nergal but concerning itself
with the king Gimil-ilishu; it differs too in its structure.

The extant contents of the fragment 74 indicate it to be a prayer by Ishme-Dagan for his
well-being, interspersed with self-laudatory statements concerning his pious acts and his fa-
vored position in the heart of Enlil.

TEXTS 75-79. LIBIT-ISHTAR LITURGIES

The interpretation of No. 75 is made difficult by its poor state of preservation. The earlier
portion of the extant contents seems to describe a conclave of the gods in which is included a
conversation between Ninurta and Enlil. In the last portion of the preserved material, Libit-
Ishtar, the fifth ruler of the Isin dynasty, is addressed in characteristic hymnal style.

Nos. 76-77, two fragments, duplicate in part a well preserved self-laudatory hymn of Libit-
Ishtar (TRS II 48), dated in the reign of Samsu-iluna. In the same publication are to be
found three additional texts (TRS II 65, 67, 91) partially duplicating this same hymn. Our
duplications are:

76 obv. 1 ff.= TRS II 48 obv. ii 37-44 77 rev. 1 ff.= 76 obv. 4 ff.
4 ff.= 77 rev. 1 ff. 1 ff. =TRS II 48 obv. ii 40 ff.
6 ff.= TRS II 91 obv. 1 ff. 3 ff.= TRS II 91 obv. 1 ff.

No. 78, a fragment, partially duplicates a well preserved six-column hymn addressed to
Libit-Ishtar (TRS II 87), dated in the reign of Samsu-iluna. No. 78, which in its original and
complete state covered only the first and part of the second column of that hymn, provides
several interesting variants in the relatively small portion still remaining. Another duplicate
of this composition is to be found in PBS XIII 49. The duplications are:

78 obv. 1 ff.=PBS XIII 49 obv. i 1 ff. rev. 1 ff.=-TRS II 87 obv. ii 12-15
1 ff.= TRS II 87 obv. i 1-16

No. 79, a fragment of a Libit-Ishtar liturgical composition, is as yet unduplicated.

TEXTS 80-83. LITURGICAL COMPOSITIONS OF ....

These four liturgical compositions cannot be more definitely placed because the name of the
king or god to whom they are addressed is not preserved in the extant material. Nos. 80 and
82, which seem to be self-laudatory hymns, and No. 83, a liturgy composed in the Eme-sAL
dialect, are as yet unduplicated. No. 81, which is probably a fragment of a hymn, is dupli-
cated as follows:

81 obv. ii 1 ff.= HAV 21 obv. 4 ff.

6

ii 9 ff. = PBS XII 38 obv. 1 ff.
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TEXTS 84-97. LEGENDARY(?) TEXTS

The limited material furnished by these fragmentary texts points to a legendary or epic
content. With the exception of No. 94 no duplicates have as yet been located. The duplica-
tions of No. 94 are (cf. CSRT p. 12):
94 obv. and rev. = PBS XIII 43:13 ff. rev. 19 ff. = CSRT 2 obv. 1 ff.

TEXTS 98-103. HISTORICAL(?) TEXTS

The fragmentary material furnished by these poorly preserved texts points to a content of
historical nature. Duplicates have thus far been located for Nos. 100 and 101 only:
100 obv. 1 ff.= TRS II 64 rev. 33-39 101 obv.(?) 1 ff.= TRS II 66 rev. 29-36

5 ff.= TRS II 66 rev. 1-5

TRS II 64 and 66 are, however, themselves duplicates; the reverse of No. 66 contains the re-
verse of No. 64 from line 35 to the end and then continues with additional material. The pre-
served contents of the composition as restored by TRS II 64 and 66 as well as by our Nos. 100
and 101 deal primarily with the splendor of the city of Agade during' the reigns of Sargon and
Naram-Sin.

TEXTS 104-35. UNDUPLICATED FRAGMENTS

Nothing definite can be stated with regard to these poorly preserved fragments, for the
extant contents of which no duplicating material has as yet been located.
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