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PREFACE

HE introductory pages of Volume 1 (OIP
I LXVIII) express the writer’s indebtedness to his
collaborators in the field and at home, to the
sponsors of the Persepolis Expedition, and to its bene-
factors and friends. The expedition architects, in particu-
lar Richard C. Haines, were the major contributors to
the material presented in the first volume, which deals
largely with the structural remnants on the Persepolis
Terrace. The present volume, dealing principally with
the objects which we uncovered in the debris of these
buildings, owes much to Donald E. McCown’s conscien-
tious primary registration of the finds. Furthermore,
McCown prepared numerous casts of inscribed objects,
sealings, coins, and so forth. These casts, supplementing
the graphic records, proved very valuable in the prepara-
tion of the pertinent sections of this publication, for most
of the antiquities excavated on the Persepolis Terrace
after 1936 were retained in Iran, and a type collection
ceded in 1941 by the Iranian authorities to the American
institutions sponsoring the expedition was lost in 1942 by
submarine action, presumably in the Arabian Sea.

The graphic documentation of the objects was in the
hands of our able field photographer, Boris Dubensky,
and two artist-draftsmen, Sako and Minassian. Frederick
Lillich, who remained with the expedition after the in-
voluntary cessation of our aerial explorations,! completed
the photographic field work of the last season® subsequent
to Dubensky’s departure for the United States. Lillich
recorded the site and its environs on colored motion pic-
ture film. He advised and helped in all technical problems
and made molds—by means of liquid rubber compound—
of numerous objects, parts of reliefs, and the newly dis-
covered Sasanian inscriptions on the Ka‘bah-i-Zardusht.
Norair Balassanian, our camp superintendent, proved his
loyalty and competence during the liquidation of camp
and after the departure of the expedition.

The photographs appearing in this volume were pre-
pared in final form by Dubensky and his able successor,
Mrs. Ursula Schneider. Miss Edith Lindquist assisted in
editorial and bibliographical problems while typing the
Persepolis manuscripts. The writer is greatly indebted to
the Editorial Secretary of the Oriental Institute, Mrs.
Albert R. Hauser, who with professional skill took care
of the final editing, the verification of references, and the
preparation of the indexes.

The writer gratefully acknowledges the various con-
tributions to the present volume: Mr. Sydney P. Noe
and members of the museum staff of the American Nu-
mismatic Society in New York prepared the catalogue of

1. See Vol. 1 4,
2. For the summary log of the expedition, see #bid. pp. 3-5.
3. 0IP LXV, 4. OPG.

vii

Alexandrian and pre-Alexandrian coins found at Persepo-
lis. Professor George G. Cameron of the University of
Michigan contributed most of the translations of Baby-
lonian and Elamite cuneiform texts and—aided at times
by University of Chicago Professor Raymond A. Bow-
man—of Aramaic inscriptions. Cameron’s studies of the
Elamite tablets from the Treasury?® established the basis
for the chronology of the impressed seals and for the iden-
tification of the owners of the seals. Several problems in
regard to pre-Achaemenid Babylonian inscriptions were
solved with the aid of Oriental Institute Professors Benno
Landsberger, 1. J. Gelb, and A. Leo Oppenheim. Gelb,
furthermore, interpreted a solitary inscription in Hittite
hieroglyphic. Professor George R. Hughes of the Oriental
Institute read the Egyptian hieroglyphic inscriptions.
Professor Richard A. Parker of Brown University identi-
fied Egyptian symbols, and Oriental Institute Professor
Helene J. Kantor aided us in tracing certain ornamental
features on objects from Mesopotamia. Miss Gisela M. A.
Richter of the Metropolitan Museum in New York con-
tributed identifications of several Greek objects and
patterns. Professor James B. Parsons and Mr. Grant
Urry, both of the University of Chicago, made the com-
putations which resulted in the establishment of the
equivalents of ancient measures of capacity. The transla-
tions of Old Persian texts are based on Professor Roland
G. Kent’s final publication.* Professor Frederick R. Mat-
son of Pennsylvania State University contributed studies
of objects of glass and composition (“Egyptian blue”).
Under the supervision of Professor Norman H. Nachtrieb
of the University of Chicago, Mr. Lawrence J. Howell
prepared spectrographic analyses of metal objects. Miss
Louisa Bellinger of the Textile Museum, Washington,
D.C., examined charred remnants of fabrics, and some
stone specimens were identified by Mrs. Hans Ramberg
at the University of Chicago.

The writer is greatly indebted to the staff of the Uni-
versity of Chicago Press for painstaking care in compos-
ing and printing the Persepolis volumes. Through the
unstinted co-operation of Mr. Edward J. Chalifoux and
the skill of his staff and workers at Photopress Incorpo-
rated the problems involved in the offset printing of all
plates and folded text figures of Volume I were solved
in an expert manner. The offset illustrations of the pres-
ent volume have been reproduced by the same firm with
equally gratifying results.

In conclusion, the writer wishes to express his gratitude
to the Director of the Oriental Institute, Professor Carl
H. Kraeling, for his encouraging words and deeds.

Ericu F. ScumipTt

Tue OrientaL INSTITUTE
CHicaco, TLuiNois

1953
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INTRODUCTION

HE Terrace of Persepolis is an almost purely
Achaemenid site. It was founded by Darius 1 be-

tween 520 and 510 B.c.! and destroyed by Alex-

ander in 330 B.c. The remnants of the Apadana, the
Throne Hall, and the Treasury show unmistakable marks
of the catastrophic end—scorched walls and floors, spalled
and discolored columns and other stone parts, piles of
charred remains of combustible substances. These clues
suggest that the most imposing public structures of the
site perished in one great conflagration or, conceivably, in
several fires set within a short span of time. Fortunately,
the debris of collapsing roofs and walls sealed the objects
rejected or lost during the pillage of the site. Thus, the
year 330 B.c. is the minimum date of all but a few speci-
mens found on the Terrace and discussed in this volume.
As to post-Achaemenid remains, we have pointed out
some instances of sporadic, undoubtedly rather transient
occupation, such as Palace H (composed of parts of earlier
structures),? an adjoining “pavilion,”’® and remnants of a
few walls in the southern courtyard of the Apadana and
above the debris of the Treasury.* We have shown, further,
graffiti of a Sasanian prince® and inscriptions commemo-
rating the visits of Sasanian and Moslem potentates.® Ob-
jects of the post-Achaemenid era include a number of
coins,” some potsherds, and perhaps a few doubtful speci-
mens to which we shall refer in the descriptions to follow.
In tracing the chronology of our Persepolis finds prior to
330 B.c., we were aided at times by inscriptions. Certain
sealings, wall pegs, foundation slabs, vessels, and weights
can be definitely assigned to the reigns of the Achaemenid
rulers whose names appear in their inscriptions. Again,
there are numerous pre-Achaemenid objects, some bearing
the names of Egyptian pharaohs, others mentioning mon-
archs of Assyria and Babylonia, and one representing the
former property of a Syrian Hittite king. Furthermore,
most coins from Persepolis antedate the foundation of the
site, and some of the cylinder seals found in its debris were
carved many centuries prior to the Achaemenid era. Thus,
where other clues—such as characteristic designs or forms—
are lacking, it is possible that some objects classified by us
as Achaemenian may actually be pieces of booty brought
to Persepolis from the despoiled capitals of earlier (and
equally predatory) rulers. Nevertheless, in attempting to
determine a more definite chronology for objects of doubt-
ful age one will have to consider the fact—so well illus-
trated by the tribute procession of the Apadana—that
artists and artisans of many distant lands under the sway

1. See Vol. I 39 f.

2. 1kid. pp. 279-82.

3. Ibid. p. 264. 4. Ibid. pp. 77 and 211, n. 76.

5. Ibid. P1. 199 and p. 258.

6. Ibid. Pls. 157-58 and p. 223, n. 11.

7. For coins of Alexandrian type see p. 110; later coins are to be published

by Dr. George C. Miles.

of the Achaemenids contributed distinctive products of
their skill to the kings’ Persepolis treasure.

The title of the present volume indicates that most of our
finds are remnants of the contents of the royal storehouse.
The treasures and supplies once gathered in this building
of almost a hundred divisions undoubtedly reflected the
nature and to some extent the disposition of the stores as-
sembled in all treasuries of the ancient East. Since to our
knowledge no other storehouse for the yields of taxation,
gifts, tribute, and spoil has been completely uncovered nor
fully described, we have thoroughly discussed the architec-
ture of the Persepolis Treasury in Volume I and noted the
objects which we found associated in its subdivisions.? In
the present volume these objects are grouped according to
classes of similar or related specimens, but the Index of
Field Numbers (pp. 141 ff.) co-ordinates the information
contained in both volumes.

The find-spots—specified, whenever ascertainable, ac-
cording to plot (see below) and structural unit—of the ob-
jects which occurred in the debris of the completely exca-
vated Treasury can be located in the present volume on
any of the five schematized plans showing the particularly
instructive distribution of cuneiform tablets (Fig. 2), clay
labels (Fig. 3), ritual objects of green chert (Fig. 6), royal
tableware (Fig. 17), and martial equipment (Fig. 19).°

Additional, though usually much sparser, yields of ob-
jects resulted from partial excavations in or near other
Persepolis structures!® identified on the Terrace plan (Fig.
1), which is marked with our grid of survey quadrants
(100 X 100 m.) and excavation plots (10 X 10 m.). In all
instances the architectural descriptions in Volume I briefly
refer to the objects associated in the respective structural
units. The buildings—in addition to the Treasury—men-
tioned in the present volume in connection with the find-
spots of objects are plotted on the following plans of Vol-
ume I:

Fig. 31. Apadana. Schema of excavation plots in northern court-

yard.
Fig. 32. Apadana. Excavated southern part.
Fig. 51. Council Hall. Extant remains (see also Fig. 32).
Fig. 58. Throne Hall. Extant remains (for excavation plots see
Vol. 11, Fig. 1).
Eastern fortification and garrison quarters. Excavated
portion.
Harem of Xerxes. Main wing (including northern service
quarters).
Harem of Xerxes. Excavation plan of western apart-
ments of west wing.
Fig. 109 C. Secondary rooms in “Harem Street.”
Fig. 113 4. Palace D. Excavation plan of remnants.

8. See Vol. I 156-200.
9. See also Treasury plans ééid. Figs. 63-65.

10. We include also some objects uncovered by Herzfeld prior to 1935 and
designated accordingly in each case. Finds published by him elsewhere are
referred to at the proper points.

Fig. 82.
Fig. 103.
Fig. 104.

11. This plan includes additional surveys of architectural remains uncov-
ered by the Iranian Antiquity Service, namely drainage canals north of the
Apadana and rooms beneath and north of Palace D.
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SEALS AND SEAL IMPRESSIONS

SEAL IMPRESSIONS

Osgjects BEARING IMPRESSIONS

We were fortunate to uncover a considerable number of
objects impressed with seals of the early Persepolitan
phase of the Achaemenian period. Our collection increases
the range of known seal designs of that time, and it will
help to date many of them more accurately. A number of
these sealings, discovered within a limited area of a purely
Achaemenian building, namely the royal Treasury, are
affixed to accurately datable and informative documents
of the time of Darius I, Xerxes, and Artaxerxes I. This cir-
cumstance permits interpretations which cannot be gained
from seals alone.

At Persepolis actually two groups of material with seal
impressions were discovered. In this study we have to omit
the large body of clay tablets found by Herzfeld in a sec-
tion of the northern fortification near the northeast corner
of the Terrace. The technical preparations for a study of
this material are incomplete, and many of the tablets have
not yet been read. The present chapter deals solely with
the second body of material, uncovered in the Persepolis
Treasury.

Seal impressions occur on clay tablets with Elamite
cuneiform inscriptions' and on uninscribed clay labels.
The sealings found on the Treasury tablets are without ex-
ception those of cylinder seals, but the writer noticed some
stamp seal impressions on tablets of the fortification
group. Labels bear impressions of cylinder seals, stamp
seals, and signet rings, often combined on the same speci-
men.

Altogether we distinguished impressions of seventy-
seven seals, which are illustrated on Plates 3—-14. Numbers
1 to 43 are sealings of cylinders impressed on tablets and
labels. Numbers 44 to 77 are impressions of stamp seals
and signet rings found on labels only.?

CLAY TABLETS
TecHNIcAL DaTa

In the Persepolis Treasury we uncovered 198 tablets and
large fragments of such, in addition to 548 smaller frag-
ments and a number of small chips and flakes. Almost all
the tablets have the form of a flattened incomplete oval.
As a rule the seal is impressed on the flat, cut-off end, but

in a few instances the same sealing is repeated on other
parts of the tablet (see Pl. 3, PT4 331, and Pl. 6, PT4 682).

1. This chapter was essentially complete when George G. Cameron pub-
lished his Persepolis Treasury Tablets (OIP LXV [1948]). Our data derived
from the tablet texts are based on translations which Cameron had cordially
put at our disposal, but the publication of his important work enabled us to
utilize his final conclusions.

2. Prior to the final revision of this chapter we used the term “seal type”
(see ibid. pp. 55-58) in designating the seal impressions on tablets and labels.
We now prefer to call the impressions “seals” (Nos. 1-77), but it must be kept
in mind that in the sections dealing with seal impressions our term designates
primarily the seal patterns, for we discovered none of the actual sealing devices
used on tablets and labels.

In many cases we noticed a small hole at either end of the
impression, suggesting a perforation, which seemed to ex-
tend through the seal end of the tablet.? In order to deter-
mine the purpose of this feature Cameron opened a tablet
fragment and found that the two holes, filled with remains
of string, extended obliquely into the body of the tablet.
The ends of the string originally protruded from the tablet.
It appears, therefore, that such tablets were strung on
cords, to be attached to other objects or to be filed in this
manner. Parallel furrows—apparently guide lines of the
scribe—often corrugate the surface (see e.g. PL 1, PT6
75). The oval Treasury tablets range in length from 28 to
105 mm., in breadth from 24 to 87 mm., and in thickness
from 13 to 36 mm.*

An atypical rectangular tablet® without sealing or string
holes is shown on Plate 1 (PT4 808). The character of the
message and its language (Bab.) differ from the rest of the
Treasury records, and there is little doubt that it origi-
nated elsewhere. The tablet measures 106 X 71 X 28 mm.
Two or three fragments possibly of the same unusual tablet
form occurred, but Cameron informs the writer that with
the sole exception of PT4 808 all Treasury tablets, includ-
ing these fragments of angular form, are inscribed in
Elamite.

All the Treasury records under consideration have the
appearance of baked tablets, but discolorations show in
many cases the effect of the violent conflagration which
destroyed the building. This fire would have baked sun-
dried tablets in the same manner as it hardened the sun-
dried bricks of certain walls to a depth of several centi-
meters and baked the clay labels described below. On a few
tablets we noticed traces of melted iron which destroyed
parts of the texts. At any rate, the accidental firing of the
tablet clay fortunately preserved details of texts and seals
which otherwise might have been lost.

The tablet paste is of fine texture in shades of gray and
brown. The surface color ranged originally from light
brown to dark brown, including shades of yellowish brown
and red-brown. Discolored specimens of gray or black and
combinations of brown and gray or black surface colors are
frequent.

Finp-CoNDITIONS

Figure 2 shows the distribution of the cuneiform tablets
which occurred in the royal Treasury. We mentioned
above that Herzfeld uncovered a great number of tablets
in the northeastern part of the Terrace fortification. Fur-
ther records of this kind may of course be expected in
other, unexcavated sections of the fortification along the
northern and eastern edges of the site. A small number of
uninscribed and unbaked clay pieces of tablet form oc-

3. See ibid. pp. 25 fI.
4. See ibid. pp. 213 f. for list of tablets and their dimensions.
5. Iéid. No. 85, pp. 200-203.
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curred in the eastern fortification complex.® Thus, the
fortification group, which remains to be studied, and our
Treasury group, with which we are here dealing, are so far
the only collections of inscribed clay tablets uncovered at
Persepolis.

The Treasury find-spot plan (Fig. 2) shows at a glance
that most of the tablets were clustered at one spot, namely
in Room 33.7 Here we found 656 tablets and tablet frag-
ments, of which 602 could be accurately located as to their
position within the room. Room 34 contained fourteen
tablets and fragments, whereas thirty-five occurred in
Hall 38. The distribution of the tablets in the latter hall is
significant. During the burning and collapse of the Treas-
ury apparently they spilled from the congested area to the
south across Hall 38 along a strip measuring about 8
meters in width.® The location of tablets in this hall is
paralleled by the distribution of clay labels (see Fig. 3).
Our assumption is supported by the complete absence of
tablets in other parts of the extensive Hall 38 and by the
existence of a burned patch on the south wall of the hall,
exactly at the point in Plot HG 31° where tablets and la-
bels were clustered most densely. The walls of Hall 38 are
scorched only at spots where burning beams and the like
must have fallen from adjacent rooms whose walls were red-
dened and blackened by the conflagration.!® The tablets of
Hall 38 were found at depths ranging from the floor to
about 1.50 m. above it. In Room 34 one tablet only lay on
the floor, near the doorway to Room 33. The others oc-
curred in the refuse filling of the room .50 to 1.50 m. above
the floor.

The majority of the tablets clustered in the central part
of Room 33 were found in a burned layer 45 to 75 cm.
above the floor. Many, however, occurred on the floor and
in the debris filling the first half meter above it. For in-
stance, twenty-four tablets lay on the floor near the center
of the north wall, but two tablets from the same part of
Room 33 were 1.60 m. above the floor. Furthermore, near
the center of the west wall, in the southeast corner of Plot
HG 40, fifteen tablets were found 1.00-1.50 m. above the
floor. Two tablets, finally, occurred at the northwest corner
of the southern doorway at 1.80 and 2.00 m. respectively
above the floor of this room.

Obviously, objects once kept on the floor or slightly
above it would not have fallen into neighboring rooms
when the walls and the roof collapsed. The tablets, and as
we shall see the labels as well, which apparently had
spilled from Room 33 across Room 34 into Hall 38 must
have been located originally at points considerably above
the floor level. They could have been kept on shelves, and
labels may have been attached to goods piled high. How-
ever, the difference in find-levels in Room 33, combined
with the scattering of objects from this room as a focal
point, could most easily be explained by the existence of a
second story above this part of the Treasury, where a
number of tablets and labels had been located. Structural
debris seems to support such an assumption. We uncov-
ered two wall fragments on the floor of Room 33. Neither

6. See Vol. I 209,
7. See ibid. p. 174.

8. For an alternative or supplementary explanation of the find-circum-
stances see below.

9. The excavation plots covering the Treasury are marked on all find-spot
plans (e.g. Figs. 2-3). For explanation of our grid system see Vol. I xxix.

10. See ibid. Fig. 64.

fragment showed distinct traces of the conflagration,
which left pronounced marks on the walls still standing and
on the very floor strips underneath the two wall fragments.
They must have fallen to the floor after the violence of the
fire had decreased. If they had formed upper courses of
walls of Room 33, we should expect them to show roughly
the same marks of burning as the lower parts which re-
mained standing. It is plausible to assume, therefore, that
these sections of walls formed parts of a second-story room
built above Room 33.!

As to the few tablets found in other parts of the spacious
Treasury, some occurred in the immediate vicinity of
Room 33. They were perhaps dispersed from Room 33 in
the same manner as the specimens thrown northward dur-
ing the collapse of the room. A few fairly large fragments
occurred in Hall 41. There were four fragments in Room
57, two fragments in Court 29, and one tablet on Ramp 25.

In the northeast corner of the Treasury we found some
clusters of tablet fragments and small chips. One such
group occutred in the narrow Room 48, which presumably
was below the upper (missing) flight of Stairway 49.12
Above the lower flight of Stairway 49 two clusters of tablet
pieces were uncovered. The upper group (northeast corner
of Plot HG 10) was 2.30 m. above the floor level of Room
50. On the floor of the latter room, which i1s connected with
the outside through the northern doorway of the Treasury,
lay another group of small tablet fragments, and two
pieces were near the south wall.

In describing the Treasury we suggested that the tab-
lets found on Ramp 25, on Stairway 49, in Room 48, and in
Vestibule 50 may have been accidentally associated with
more desirable loot and thus carried up the ramp and
across the roof to the northern exit. On this occasion some
tablets may have been lost or discarded at the points men-
tioned. We actually found small hoards of gold objects at
the two bottlenecks, namely on the ramp and on the stair-
way.!® Some of the tablet fragments found above the floor
of Hall 38 (see above)—in a row pointing roughly toward
the northern exit—may have been lost or discarded in the
same manner while being carried across the roof of the
building.

CLAY LABELS

TecunicaL Dara

With the exception of a label fragment found in the
southeast tower of the Apadana, all the remaining 199 clay
labels occurred in the debris of the Treasury. When the
building was despoiled by Alexander, these labels were
torn from the objects to which they were attached, or the
labeled objects were left with things found useless, to be
burned during the subsequent conflagration. The purpose
of the labels is indicated by the impressed marks and
charred remains of cords and by the seals, presumably im-
pressed by officials who supervised the packing and storing
of the objects to which the labels were affixed. It is pos-
sible, furthermore, that certain labels had encircled records
of parchment or papyrus in the manner explained by

11. See 1bid. pp. 173 f. To judge by a letter of Herzfeld to the Oriental In-
stitute, tablets of the fortification group (see p. 4) too had once been stored in
an upper story, since many were found “high above the remnants of stairs.”

12. One fragment from Room 48 (PT6 50; seal end lacking), bears the
earliest date on the Elamite tablets of the Treasury series, namely “of the
30th year” (of Darius I’s reign), according to Cameron (OIP LXV, No. 1a,
p. 85).

13. See Vol. 1186 f.
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Cameron.! Herzfeld had previously suggested, by letter,
that labels found with the fortification tablets had been
used in this manner.

We mentioned above that some labels bear impressions
of three sealing devices, namely cylinders, stamps, and
signet rings. While there are many specimens with a single
seal impression, or with several impressions of the same
seal, there are numerous labels sealed by several persons.
Four to six seals were frequently impressed on the same
label (see Pl. 2, PT4 619 and PT4 704), and one specimen
has seven different sealings.

Samples of the principal label forms are shown on Plate
2. Many specimens are sumply irregular polygonal or
rounded lumps of clay; but roughly circular disks with
plano-convex cross section frequently occur (see PL 2,
PT3 407, PT4 619, PT4 704). There are also concavo-
convex labels, which had been stuck to curved objects (see
Pl. 2, PT4 950). Other specimens have roughly globular,
semiglobular, pyramidal, oval, elliptical, cylindrical, tri-
angular, oblong rectangular, and pentagonal shapes. One
group of labels, found almost exclusively in some of the
subsidiary storerooms of Halls 38 and 41, comprises speci-
mens of rather uniform oblong shape with irregular rec-
tangular or approximately circular cross section (see Pl. 2,
PT6 3, PT662; Pl 4, PT6 215 PT612; Pl 5, PT6 34, PTé6
65, PT6 300; PL. 8, PT6 179; Pl. 9, PT6 62; Pl. 10, PTé
179, PT6 40). Many labels of this group have two length-
wise perforations, but single perforations prevail. In Room
11, on the other hand, small irregular disks only occurred
(see Pl. 2, PT3 407 and p. 7; also P1. 7, PT3 363, PT3 384;
Pl. 11, PT3 383; Pl. 14, PT3 386). Such groupings suggest
that different types of goods had been stored in the various
sections of the Treasury just mentioned, and that label
shapes were dependent to some extent on the character of
the stored material. In a few instances we noticed impres-
sions of matting or of cloth on the bottoms of labels. As to
approximate sizes, the smallest specimen measures 18 mm.
in length, the largest 85 mm. The thickness of the labels
varies from 5 to 35 mm.

Most Treasury labels were accidentally baked and hard-
ened—in the same manner as the tablets (see p. 4)—Dby the
fire which destroyed the building. This i1s proved by the
fact that the labels had to be soft while being attached to
stored goods or records and while being marked with the
seal or seals of the officials. Once the label was attached,
baking was of course out of the question.*

Many labels had simply been pressed upon the cords
which tied bundles or the like. Often spots where strings
crossed were chosen, as shown by cross-shaped impressions
on the bottoms of certain labels (see Pl. 2, PT4 619). In
other instances single cord impressions are found. In many

14. OIP LXV 27-31.

15. In reference to baked labels with impressions of “royal’” seals and seals
of officials, found in a room of a storehouse on Bityiikkale of Bogazkoy,
Giiterbock assumed that the labels were baked for storage in the archives
after receipt of the objects to which they were attached; see H. G. Giiterbock,
“Das Siegeln bei den Hethitern,” Studia et documenta ad iura Orientis antigni
pertinentia 11 (Leiden, 1939) 26. For illustrations of these labels see Kurt
Bittel and H. G. Giiterbock, Bogazkdy (Preussische Akademie der Wissen-
schaften, Berlin, Philos.-hist. Klasse, “Abhandlungen,” Jahrgang 1935, No.
1 [Berlin, 1935)) Pls. 24 ff. However, the excavation report states clearly that
the room in which the labels were found had been destroyed-—together with
other parts of the building—by a violent conflagration (see Bittel in MDOG
No. 75 [1937] p. 29 and Fig. 7). It is possible, therefore, that these Bogazkdy
labels too had originally been unbaked but were scorched and hardened during
the conflagration.

cases labels had been strung on cords, the charred remains
of which are often preserved in the perforations.

The paste of the labels is apparently identical with the
clay used for the cuneiform tablets. It is of fine texture and
ranges in color from black to gray and brown. The surface
is usually gray or black, discolored by the conflagration
frequently referred to. Completely brown or yellowish-
brown surfaces are rare; but many specimens show com-
binations of brown with gray or black patches, caused
by burning, in the same manner as the cuneiform tablets
described above.

Finn-ConbrTioNs

The distribution of labels (Fig. 3) and that of tablets
(Fig. 2) show interesting parallels. Labels too were most
densely concentrated in Room 33 (72 specimens, including
3 of doubtful find-spot), where by far the greatest number
of tablets occurred. There is exactly the same pattern of
“spilled” labels from Room 33 northward across Room 34
and into Hall 38, even to the extent that clusters of both
categories of objects coincide on the find-spot plans. This
cannot be accidental. We must assume that in Room 33
labels had been attached to groups or strings of tablets
(see p. 4), or that objects to which labels had been affixed—
perhaps records on material other than clay—were kept at
exactly the same spots as the tablets.

Many labels occurred on the floor of Room 33, such as
the cluster in the northeast corner, whereas others were
found in debris considerably above the floor level. For in-
stance, the labels seemingly clustered at the center of the
west wall were scattered from .50 to about 1.50 m. above
the floor. The four labels located in the center of Room 34
occurred at heights of about 1.20 to 1.70 m. above the
floor. They had presumably fallen on top of debris from an
elevated point in Room 33 in the direction of the strip of
single and clustered labels in Hall 38. In the latter hall the
labels which could be accurately plotted as to find-level

~occurred from the floor to about a meter above it, roughly

paralleling the find-conditions of the tablets. Thus the find-
levels, combined with the distribution of many labels in
Rooms 33, 34, and Hall 38, support our deductions with
regard to elevated storage places in Room 33—perhaps a
second story—suggested by the find-circumstances of the
tablets (see p. 5). Again, some labels may have been lost on
the roof, as explained on page 5.

Figure 3 shows that further concentrations of labels oc-
curred—at various heights above the floors—in the follow-
ing parts of the Treasury:

No. of Specimens from

Room No. of Specimens Doubt{ul Find-Spotsis
i1 10 3
45 6 5
+7 29 2
56 17 2

While the close association of labels and tablets in
Rooms 33, 34, and the east part of Hall 38 appears to jus-
tify Cameron’s theory that the Treasury labels had been
attached to records of perishable material which were tied
to the tablets,'” the complete absence of tablets in the four
rooms listed above, as well as the shapes of many labels
and their string impressions, show that many of these seal-
impressed clay objects had been attached to stores of
various kinds. We do not know the character of the treas-

16. But found in the rooms indicated.
17. OIP LXV 30 f.
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ures or equipment. Nevertheless, it is interesting to note
that certain rooms contained labels of a specific form ab-
sent in other parts of the Treasury. All labels found in
Rooms 45 and 56, as well as the single specimen from
Room 55, have the oblong shape illustrated by PT6 3 and
PT6 62 on Plate 2. In Room 47 all labels but one (disk)
have the same oblong form. In the western part of Hall 38
and in the southern half of Hall 41 we found labels of this
oblong shape, which had probably once been attached to
stores kept in Rooms 45 and 56 and dragged to the adjoin-
ing halls during the sacking of the Treasury. None of the
numerous labels found in Room 33 or spilled northward
into Room 34 and the eastern part of Hall 38 have this
oblong form. Most specimens of this group are irregular
clay lumps, many of which have multiple seal impressions.

All labels from Room 11 are roughly circular with plano-
convex or biconvex cross section, each label bearing one
seal impression only. All six labels with the impression of
seal No. 20 (see p. 26 and Pl. 7) occurred in this room and
(one) in Portico 18 directly north of the doorway to Room
11. The other labels from Room 11 bear impressions of
seals Nos. 5 (with Xerxes’ inscription), 37, and 73 (see pp.
20-21, 32, 40 and Pls. 4, 11, 14). There are no clues for
dating seals Nos. 20 and 73 through direct association on
the same label with a datable seal (cf. p. 17 and Table II).
Seal No. 20 may have been cut during the reign of Darius,
as suggested perhaps by the name of its owner, Datames
(see p. 16, n. 96, but cf. p. 26, n. 122). We are convinced,
however, that all /abels found in Room 11 are roughly con-
temporaneous and dated by seal No. 5 (see pp. 16 ff.).

Some labels were scattered over various other parts of
the Treasury. A few occurred near the northern exit of the
building. One of these specimens (impressed with seals
Nos. 5 and 61), from Room 51, has the oblong shape re-
ferred to above. The large treasure halls, 38 and 41, were
never used for the storing of cuneiform tablets or for the
storing of objects to which clay labels were attached. The
tablets and labels there found came from neighboring units
of the building, as explained above.

ImprEss1ioNs oF CYLINDER SEALS
SUBJECTS OF SEAL PATTERNS

Hgro TRIUMPHANT
(Seals 1-13: Pls. 3-5, pp. 18-24)

The hero.—The most impressive and also the most dis-
tinguished seals show the hero (the king?) as a herculean
character and victor over composite monsters or the king
of beasts. Seals of this group only—within the Treasury
series—bear royal names,'® engraved beside the pictorial
part of the seal pattern (see below). Usually the hero ap-
pears once, holding or strangling two identical monsters or
lions placed symmetrically one at either side of him. How-
ever, on seal No. 8 the hero is duplicated stabbing a cen-
trally located pair of crossing identical lions, and seal No. 1
shows him attacked by one monster. While there is no
doubt about the hero as the intended victor, the issue 1s
never shown decided by the death of the antagonist mon-
ster or lion. In several instances the hero and his victim or
victims stand on antithetic identical pedestal monsters—
winged man-bulls or winged lions (Nos. 1, 3, 6; cf. also
Nos. 14-15 of the following group). A ground line is
shown on seal No. 10.

18. For other “royal” seals of the Achaemenian period see pp. 10 f. and 13.

The hero is always a Persian, dressed in the candys and
wearing, with one exception (No. 1, bareheaded!®), the
tiara with dentate upper edge. On seal No. 1 the candys 1s
pulled up to the knee of one leg, but in all other cases it is
only slightly tucked, resulting in a central lengthwise fold.
The hero’s head and feet are always shown in full profile,
whereas the body is in front view, or in one case (No. 8) in
half profile. The head is usually pictured in right profile.
On two “Darius” seals (Nos. 1-2) the left profile is
shown. The hero is always bearded, and his hair is bunched
at the back of his neck.

As far as we know, on all pertinent Achaemenian reliefs
—including that of Behistun?**—the long square-tipped
beard is a distinct attribute of royalty, contrasting with
the short pointed beard of persons below royal rank. We
may assume, therefore, that the long-bearded triumphant
hero of the group under consideration represents the king.
In most cases it is doubtful, however, whether the beard
tip is squared. Seal No. 9 is an exception. Here the hero’s
beard is definitely short and pointed, as are the beards of
the Susian(?) lancers on seal No. 24 (Pl. 8). On the other
hand, the seal of Aspathines (No. 14; Pl. 6), whose name is
inscribed thereon, pictures two Persian worshipers with
long “royal” beard. One of two other Persians worshiping
at the altar (No. 22; PL. 7) also wears a long, and in this
case definitely square-tipped, beard. On seal No. 26 (Pl. 8)
the seated king(?) and the Persian standing before him are
both pictured with the beard of royalty. Even the Janus-
faced genie of seal No. 19 (Pl. 6) has a beard of royal
length. The beards of the man-bulls shown on some seals
(e.g. Nos. 4-5) are as long as those of the heroes of the
same patterns. [t must be remembered, however, that at
Persepolis the man-bull capitals, the man-bulls at Xerxes’
Gate, and the sphinxes on the palace fagades—images of
benevolent supernatural beings—also are represented with
stately beards. In our seal designs, as on monumental
sculpture, Ahuramazda too is shown long-bearded as a rule
(see No. 17; Pl. 6). Seal No. 16 seems to be an exception,
unless the shortness of the beard here shown was caused
by distortion.

The preceding examples indicate that we cannot simply
identify all long-bearded Persians of the seal designs as the
king or other persons of royal rank, although in most in-
stances royalty may actually be represented. The identifi-
cation of the hero triumphant as the ruler is particularly
plausible considering the fact that seven seals of this design
group bear royal names (see below). The seal-cutters failed
to emphasize another attribute of royalty: the tall cidaris,
which in monumental sculpture is usually distinguished
from the shorter headdress of Persians below royal rank.
Again, the hero combating animals or monsters in certain
doorway reliefs of Persepolis wears a fillet instead of the
cidaris.?

The winged disk symbol.—Above the hero hovers in many
instances the protective winged symbol. Ahuramazda’s
bust, oriented in the same manner as the upper part of the
hero, rises in several cases from the central circle. Seal No.
8, however, shows the winged symbol centered, for the
sake of symmetry, above the leonine antagonists.

19. Or wearing a narrow fillet?

20. See L. W. King and R. C. Thompson, Sculptures and Inscription of
Darius the Great on the Rock of Behistin in Persia (London, 1907) Pl XIV.
21. See Vol. I, e.g. PI. 121,

22. See ibid. e.g. p. 136 and Pls. 114-17.
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The victims.—Among the hero’s victims the lion only is
shown at times without monstrous additions or changes
(Nos. 3, 6, 8, 10). The king of beasts is considered a worthy
foe, even without supernatural paraphernalia. In other
cases, however, the lion is provided with wings (Nos. 2, 9,
and possibly 12; see also the pedestal lion of No. 3). Horns
and talons are added on seal No. 2;** a horn only is shown
on No. 9. The griffin of seal No. 1 also may be horned.
Winged bulls (Nos. 7, 11), winged man-bulls (Nos. 4-5; see
also the pedestal monsters of Nos. 1 and 6), and finally a
man-ibex (No. 13) are other victims of the hero.?* The
wings of the monsters have in most cases the typically
Achaemenian upcurl of the tips.

The palm tree.—The date palm, usually in fruit, is shown
either once or twice on all those seal impressions which
bear a royal name. It is significant, perhaps, that not the
typical ornamental tree of the Persian homeland was
chosen—namely the cypress, which is pictured in the
Apadana reliefs of Persepolis—but rather the useful palm
tree, which gave sustenance to the lowland subjects of the
king.2# _

The royal names in the seal inscriptions.—We mentioned
above that within the Treasury collection of sealings royal
names are combined solely with patterns showing the hero
triumphant as principal figure. The king’s name is en-
graved in a subdivided panel beside the pictorial part of
the seal design and oriented transversely to the latter. The
seals bearing the name Darius (Darius I; see p. 16) are
trilingual (Nos. 1-3). In Old Persian, Elamite, and Baby-
lonian—the usual sequence of languages of the Achaemeni-
an relief inscriptions—the preserved part of the legend
reads: “I (am) Darius,” on the seals themselves perhaps
followed by “the King” or “the Great King.” Three of the
seals bearing the name of Xerxes, Darius’ son and succes-
sor, are monolingual. The Old Persian inscriptions state:
“Xerxes the Great King” (No. 5) and “I (am) Xerxes the
King” (No. 6 and, as far as preserved, No. 8, though the
latter may have read “I (am) Xerxes the Great King”).
The fragmentary trilingual inscription of seal No. 7 men-
tions “Xerxes,” presumably followed by “the King” or
“the Great King.”

We are unable to say whether royal names were en-
graved on seals Nos. 4, 10, 12, and 13, which are repre-
sented by very fragmentary impressions. A line suggesting
the border of an inscription panel shows to the right of the
pattern of No. 11. Seal No. 9, on the other hand, was defi-
nitely uninscribed, as indicated by the repetition of the
design in one impression.

All seal inscriptions of the Treasury group—royal names
and others—were engraved in the seal stones in reverse so

23. Analmost identical monster (in walking position) is shown on a glazed-
brick relief from Susa (Marcel Dieulafoy, L'dcropole de Suse [Paris, 1893]
Pl. XI). Cf. also the rampant monster on a Greco-Persian scaraboid from
Kerch (Georg Lippold, Gemmen und Kameen des Altertums und der Neuzeit
[Stuttgart, 1922] Pl. LXXXI 2). However, the wings of the monsters on the

Susa relief and the Kerch scaraboid are pronouncedly upcurled in contrast to
those shown on our Seal No. 2.

24, One hesitates to call the man-bulls on seals Nos. 4-5 antagonists. They
have rather the appearance of benevolent beings under the control of the
hero.

24a. For a study of the distribution of the date palm in Iran showing the
upper limits of its occurrence and spots of precarious cultivation on the
Iranian plateau, see Hans Bobek, “Beitrige zur klima-okologischen Glie-
derung Irans,” Erdkunde VI (Bonn, 1952) 75 ff. See also Bobek, Die natiir-
lichen Wélder und Gehtlzfluren Irans (“Bonner geographische Abhandlun-
gen” VIII [Bonn, 1951]) p. 37 and map (Fig. 1), and A. H. Pruessner, “Date
culture in ancient Babylonia,” A7SL XXXVI (1919/20) 212-32,

as to appear in normal orientation on the impressions,
whereas on certain Assyrian seals the inscriptions were en-
graved in normal orientation and appear in mirror script
on the impressions.”

WOoRSHIP OF THE AHURAMAZDA SYMBOL
(Seals 14-19: Pl 6, pp. 24-26)

The winged disk and the god’s effigy.—Instead of the hero
triumphant, the sacred symbol is the focal feature of this
group of seal patterns. The symbol of seals Nos. 14 and 15
show the upper body of Ahuramazda, whose Persian dress
distinguishes him from his Assur prototype.?® On Persian
glyptique, minor and monumental, Ahuramazda never ap-
pears, as far as we know, with bow and arrow, as does at
times the warrior god of Assyria. Rising from the winged
disk (No. 14), or partly encircled by the central ring (No.
15), the bust of Ahuramazda is shown in left profile, his
right arm raised apparently in the same gesture as that
assumed by the flanking human worshipers. However, the
god’s gesture is presumably meant to be one of blessing,
whereas that of the worshipers indicates adoration.

The god’s effigy is shown apart from the winged symbol
on seals Nos. 16-18. Here his bust, pictured in right pro-
file, appears completely inclosed in an oval or circular
frame, the lower part of which is thickened. This frame
probably corresponds to the discoid symbol with thick-
ened lower edge—the sun (or the moon) with crescent—
shown close to the figure of Ahuramazda on the tomb
fagades of Nagsh-i-Rustam and Persepolis.

On our seal No. 16 the figure of the god is identical, as
far as shown, with the worshipers—to be exact, with the
worshiper on the left—in every respect but one: the god
does not bear bow and quiver. On seal No. 17 too the pos-
ture of god and worshipers is the same; but the god is
again unarmed and he wears a dentate tiara, while the
adorants seem to be bareheaded.

Seals Nos. 18 and 19 express worship of the deity in-
directly by showing supporters of his winged symbol and
(No. 18) his effigy. The encircled god of No. 18 wears a
flat-topped tiara in contrast to the bashlyks of the flanking
horsemen and the bare head of the person supporting his
effigy; the god’s right arm is probably raised in the usual
gesture of blessing. Two winged bifront bull-men support
the sacred symbol on No. 19; but because of the fragmen-
tary condition of the impression we do not know whether
the god’s bust rose from the missing central part of the
symbol.

The god’s attributes, where preserved, are held in his
left hand. On seal No. 14 he seems to extend a ring toward
the left adorant, whereas on No. 16 he holds a three-lobed
blossom, identical with the symbol carried by his human
worshipers. The god may carry the same symbol on seal
No. 17, but on No. 15 he seems to grasp the ring partly
inclosing his bust.

The worshipers—There are always two identical, anti-
thetic men—or in one case monsters—flanking the sacred
symbol. These worshipers are either pictured in the act of
adoration or prayer, with raised right arm, palm upward
(Nos. 14-17), or they are shown in the symbolical function
of supporting the winged disk (Nos. 18-19). The two wor-
shipers always face the centrally placed divine symbol.

25, See Henri Frankfort, Cylinder Seals (London, 1939) p. 14,

26. For origin, development, and interpretation of the winged symbol see
ibid. pp. 208-15.
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The body is shown in half profile, in full profile (No. 15), or
in full front view (mounted symbol-bearers of No. 18). In
the last case the horses copy the posture of the riders. Their
heads too are turned toward the center, but their chests
are in front view. On this seal the unique central supporter
of the encircled Ahuramazda duplicates, as far as pre-
served, the posture of the left horseman.

Two of these pairs of worshipers are definitely Persians,
as identified by their dress (Nos. 14 and 16). The wor-
shipers on seal No. 17 may be Persians or Susians. The
bashlyk-wearing horsemen of seal No. 18 may belong to
any of several national groups of the empire. Perhaps they
are Medes. Seal No. 15 also shows problematical adorants,
dressed 1in shirtlike gown with a fold in front; a band or
tassel is suspended from the hair or from a headdress. The
Janus-faced monster of seal No. 19, being pictured as sup-
porter of the sacred symbol, was presumably considered a
benevolent genie. The right hand of all worshipers appear-
ing on seals Nos. 14-17 is raised and opened in prayer,
whereas the left always holds some symbol or other object.
The common three-lobed blossom symbol is held by the
Persians on Nos. 14 and 16. A rodlike object with broad-
ened head—vperhaps also a flower—is carried by the ador-
ants of No. 15. The Persian or Susian archers of No. 17
hold their bows in almost the same position as does the
king worshiping Ahuramazda on the royal tombs.

The pedestal monsters.—Goat-fish, known since the 3d
dynasty of Ur as one of the symbols of Ea, the water god,*
are shown on our seal No. 14 as the pedestals of the Per-
sians worshiping before the symbol of their god. Horned,
winged lions of rather non-Achaemenian appearance carry
the non-Persian adorants on seal No. 15. The pedestal
monster or animal of No. 17 is too vague to be defined.

The seal inscriptions.~—The Elamite texts of the tablets
bearing seal No. 14 mention Aspathines as the addressor,
who is the owner of the seal affixed (see pp. 12 f.). The
seal inscription proper, also written in Elamite, verifies the
identification: it names “Aspathines, son of Prexaspes”
(see p. 13). The inscription is oriented in the same manner
as the rest of the pattern, and it is carved in five lines in-
side a rectangular panel. Two vertical lines and abraded
characters on impressions of seal No. 15 indicate the ex-
istence of a cuneiform inscription—possibly Elamite*—
oriented transversely to the rest of the seal pattern. The
remaining seal impressions (Nos. 16-19) of this group give
no clue indicating whether or not inscriptions were present.

RituaL Anp WORSHIP AT THE ALTAR
(Seals 20, 21[?], 22, 23: PL. 7, pp. 26-27)%

The altar and the ritualistic paraphernalia.—In this group
the center of the scene is the altar, usually protected above
by the sacred winged symbol and flanked by worshipers
or priests. Seal No. 21 has distinctive, non-Persian fea-
tures.

None of the altars is completely preserved. It is clear,
however, that the altar of seal No. 20 is almost identical
with the fire altar shown on the royal tombs and marked
by an inverted pyramidal, three-stepped top. Five flames
rise from the altar on our seal pattern instead of the mass

27, Ibid. p. 165.
28. See OIP LXV, No. 83, p. 199.

29. Seal No. 57, tentatively grouped with stamp seal impressions (PL. 13
and p. 37), may also belong to this category of cylinder designs.

of gently undulating lines on the tomb design. To us the
most interesting feature of this sealing is the presentation
of certain paraphernalia used in the ritual. On a table be-
side the altar stands a mortar from which protrudes the
handle of a pestle. This mortar is almost identical in shape
with a bronze specimen from the Treasury and with mor-
tars of green chert with Aramaic inscriptions in ink which
occurred in great numbers in that building (see pp. 53—
56). Our seal pattern gave us the first indication that
these mortars, as well as some bronze pestles and inscribed
chert pestles (the latter found in equally puzzling quanti-
ties), had an important function in the altar ritual. There
is no doubt that our seal pictures the haoma ceremony.?°
The mortar (havana) was the receptacle in which by means
of the pestle the twigs of the haoma plant were pounded
and their juice extracted. To be sure, the description of the
ceremony mentions only metal mortars, ringing sonorously
when struck by the priest in the process of the ritual.®
However, this does not preclude the use of stone mortars
and pestles for the same purpose.® As a matter of fact,
there is a (post-Achaemenid) set of rules concerning the
haoma ritual which definitely suggests that the device for
extracting the haoma juice consisted of metal or stone.’®

The altars of seals Nos. 22 and 23 have bifurcate tops.
This design may indicate triangular processes with ter-
raced edges at each of the four corners of a square altar
top, leaving the center open for view of the sacred fire, as
shown on No. 23.%3

The altar(?) scene of seal No. 21 is badly mutilated. The
central object below a crescent or circle may be an altar or
Nabu’s wedge-shaped symbol.?*

The persons at the altar.—The haoma ritual of seal No. 20
pictures on the right side a priest, whose position behind
the mortar marks him as the Advanana.® His headdress is
a bashlyk with three(?) knobs in front. The rest of his
attire appears to be similar to that of the Median nobles
shown in the Apadana reliefs,* namely a coat and long
trousers partly covered by a loose sleeveless mantle which
hangs from the shoulders. In his right hand he holds three
rods, presumably twigs of the haoma plant,” while his left
hand grasps a staff.?® The attendant priest to the left ex-
tends two sticks into the sacred fire. He too is probably a
Mede, to judge by his long-sleeved belted coat and Median
trousers. His headdress is mutilated, but it is either the
distinctive domed hat of the Medes or the bashlyk worn by
them and others.

30. For a detailed description see Jivanji Jamshedji Modi, “Haoma,” in
Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics VI (New York, 1914) 506-10.

31. Ikid. p. 508.

32. For further references to haoma see OJP LXV 5 ff., but since the
publication of that volume Cameron has informed us that his identification of
the haoma priest (#id. No. 11, p. 101) is erroneous and should be disregarded.

32a. See Anatol Waag, Nirangistan (“Iranische Forschungen” I1 [Leipzig,
1941]) p. 105.

33. For a seal pattern—including an altar with one flame—closely re-
sembling that of our seal No. 23 see Louis Delaporte, Catalogue des cylindres
orientaux et des cachets ... de la Bibliothéque nationale (Paris, 1910) No, 401.

34, Cf. OIP XXII 146.

35. See Modi, op. cit.'p. 506. According to Abel Hovelacque, the Agvanana
is merely an acolyte of the main priest, the zaotar-; see his L’ Avesta: Zoroastre
et le Mazdéisme (“‘Les littératures de I’Orient” IV [Paris, 1880]) p. 442,

36. Cf. Vol. 1, e.g. Pls. 51-52, where, however, the nobles’ overcoats have
sleeves.

37. Orbarsom? Cf. A. V. Williams Jackson, Persia Past and Present (New
York and London, 1906) pp. 369 f.

38. The seal impressions almost suggest that the twigs and the staff are
continuous and form a trident.
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Two apparently identical Persian worshipers flank the
altar on seal No. 22. The right hand, palm upward, is
raised in the stereotype gesture of adoration, while the left
holds a symbol which may be a three-lobed blossom.

Two men, a Persian (left) and perhaps a Susian, worship
at the altar of seal No. 23. Both seem to wear the wide-
sleeved candys;®® but instead of the dentate tiara of the
Persian the assumed Susian appears to wear a bashlyk.
Only on this seal do we find the left arm (instead of the
right) raised in worship. The right hand of the Persian
holds a pitcher. An identical or similar object may be held
by his counterpart, though it is not preserved on the im-
pression.

The non-Persian seal (No. 21) with late Assyrian or Neo-
Babylonian features apparently shows to the left the god-
dess Ishtar with her circle of rays, and a worshiper or an-
other deity stands to the right of the altar or Nabu symbol.

The winged disk.—Above the altar of Nos. 20, 22, and 23
hovers the sacred symbol. On No. 22 the bust of the god
rises in right profile from the winged circle, his right hand
raised in the same gesture as that of the adorants. It is
possible that the god’s efhigy is present above the symbol
of No. 20, but there is a faint suggestion only of arms
pointing to the right. Undulating lines, perhaps horns,
spread above the symbol of No. 23. A crescent or circle
takes the place of the winged symbol above the altar or
Nabu emblem of seal No. 21.

Seal inscription.—There 1s one line of an Aramaic in-
scription behind the back of the main priest on seal No.
20. The inscription is oriented transversely to the axis of
the rest of the pattern and mentions the name of the seal
owner. It reads: “Seal of Datam. ..” (see p. 26, n. 122).

MisCELLANEOUS SCENES OF RELIGIOUs CHARACTER
(Seals 24-27: Pl. 8, pp. 27-29)

The main actors in the scenes of this group, except per-
haps for seal No. 27, have one thing in common—an atti-
tude of respect or worship before a venerable symbol.

The palm tree in fruit is the focal object of seals Nos. 24
and 25. In one case a fully armed Susian(?) lancer below
star and crescent stands at attention at either side of the
palm, exalted by the horned and winged disk above it.
The other instance shows, rather incongruously, an ibex
superposed on a lion at either side of the palm tree. On
two impressions of seal No. 24 appears an Elamite inscrip-
tion carved in two vertical panels behind the left Susian(?)
and oriented transversely to the axis of the seal pattern.
The inscription mentions the seal owner—Appishmanda
who is the addressor in the tablets to which seal No. 24 1s
afhxed.

On seal No. 26 an exceptionally small sacred symbol 1s
placed between a seated and a standing Persian in identical
dress including a crown-shaped tiara. It is an audience
scene and not primarily a scene of worship. The seated
Persian is presumably the king, and the standing one too
is a member of the royal family—considering the identity
of headdress and “royal” beard, combined with the fact
that the heads of both persons are on approximately the
same level.*® Both raise their right hands, palms upward,
toward the winged symbol, while their left hands hold
blossoms—that of the king(?) almost closed, the other

39. Worn by both Persians and Susians in the reliefs of Persepolis and
Susa.
40. Sce Vol. T 164.

open. It is possible that the standing Persian is the owner
of the seal, invoking divine grace while respectfully ap-
proaching majesty.* The gesture of the king(?), in this
case, may be one of salutation, whereas the same gesture
appears to be one of blessing when performed by the effigy
of the god. An attendant standing behind the seated Per-
sian and carrying a problematical flail-shaped device
(whip?) balances the principal scene. He may lead the
horse (or some other quadruped) which is walking behind
him—as suggested by the right end of the sealing. The
anterior part of the animal 1s not preserved.

On seal No. 27 a tall staff between two men perhaps rep-
resents a sacred symbol. There is a scroll on either side of
its upper end; but it may actually continue upward, in
some form, beyond the fragmentary impression. The basal
part of the staff is incomplete. If this device was meant to
be a religious symbol, the person to the left would not turn
his back to it. The sequence of the pattern would be as fol-
lows: symbol, person, inscription, second person. The
scene may have religious significance, although the atti-
tude of the two apparently identical persons does not ap-
pear to express reverence. They seem to walk, one flexed
arm at the side, the other suspended. Their non-Persian
dress consists of a sleeveless robe. Between the two men
there is an illegible, apparently Babylonian, inscription in
two panels, oriented transversely to the axis of the seal
pattern.

MaARTIAL SCENES
(Seals 28-32: PL. 9, pp. 29-30)

This group includes the victor triumphant, battle duels,
and a naval scene. The hero on seal No. 28 is undoubtedly
a Persian, although his headdress is mutilated. He leads
three Greek captives—identified by their helmets—by a
rope tied around their necks, and he dispatches a fourth
helpless Greek warrior, who kneels with averted face be-
fore the victor. A similar scene is shown on a seal attrib-
uted by some to Artaxerxes I, on which the hero—tenta-
tively identified as that king—leads four bareheaded
Egyptian captives by a rope and spears a crowned Egyp-
tian, assumed to be the rebel King Inarus.® Another seal
of this character* pictures a fully armed Persian wearing a
tucked candys and a dentate tiara and leading by a rope
three bareheaded captives with long fringed garments that

41. On the other hand, one is tempted to interpret this scene as an informal
variant of that shown in the king-crown prince reliefs (see 76id. pp. 116 f. and
163 1), representing Xerxes, the chosen successor to the throne, in this case
standing before the seated Darius.

42. See A. T. Olmstead, History of the Persian Empire (Chicago, 1948)
p. 312. Enlarged illustration in Richard A, Martin, Ancient Seals of the Near
Fast (Field Museum of Natural History, *“Anthropology Leaflet” No. 34 [Chi-
cago, 1940]) No. 17. See also Joachim Ménant, Les pierres gravées de la Haute-
Asie: Recherches sur la glvptigue orientale 11 (Paris, 1886) Pl. IX 1 and pp.
168-69. According to Alexander S. Strelkov (American Institute for Iranian
Artand Archacology, Bulletin V {New York, 1937/38] 20, n. 22) this seal was
acquired in Kerch and measures 3.5 cm. in length, 1.8 cm. in diameter; he
cites “Compte rendu de la Commission Impériale archéologigue pour Pannée
1881, St. Petersburg, 1883, PL. V| Nos. 8 and 9, pp. 81-82.” Ménant mentions
that the seal is made of chalcedony. See also Julius Junge, Saka-Studien
(“Klio,” Beiheft XILI, n.F. Heft 28 |Leipzig, 1939]) pp. 63-64, n. 4, identi-
fying the Persian king as Artaxerxes 111 and the Egyptian king as Nectanebo
11.

43. Hlustrated on a loose plate of unknown publication, marked “The
Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts,” with typewritten legend: “Cylinder
Seal of Artaxerxes I Longimanus. Chalcedony, height: 2.8 cm., diameter: 1.5
cm. In Pushkin State Museum, USSR, since 1924.” An article by Strelkov
(“The Moscow Artaxerxes cylinder seal,” American Institute for Iranian Art
and Archaeology, Bulletin V 17-21) deals with this seal and illustrates it—
slightly distorted—in Fig. 2 (by courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Mos-
cow); Strelkov (#4id. p. 20) suggests that the seal should be attributed to
Artaxerxes 111,
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appear to be draped around the body. The victor holds his
spear vertically in front of him, point downward. Behind
the captives is a palm tree, and beyond is an Old Persian
inscription in two lines, oriented transversely to the rest of
the pattern. It reads: “I (am) Artaxerxes the Great King.”
A further example of this type of seal design** shows a
fully armed victorious Persian with dentate tiara leading
three roped captives dressed in trousers and wearing
pointed helmets. The winged disk spreads above the entire
scene.

A dual between an archer and a Susian or Persian lancer
is shown on our seal No. 29. The archer wears a cap (pre-
sumably a bashlyk with raised flaps) with knobs in front,
such as is worn by members of the Median, Armenian(?),
Cappadocian(?), and Sagartian(?) delegations in the Apa-
dana reliefs. Again, the headdress may be a Scythian cap.
The archer seems to wear trousers of Median type. His
bareheaded foe is dressed in the candys, which is worn by
Persians and Susians alike. An indistinct figure lying be-
tween the duelists may be a fallen enemy.

The dress of the two antagonists on seal No. 30 gives no
specific clue as to their origin. However, the image of
Ahuramazda rising from the winged symbol protects and
blesses the warrior to the left, who is obviously the victor,
since his spear pierces the foe. The victor either is a Per-
sian, or he belongs to an ethnic group closely related or
allied to the head nation of the empire. In this connection
it is interesting to note that on a seal in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art® the victor in a battle with Greeks wears
the same sort of chest armor (of leather or the like) and, as
on our seal, a battle-ax protrudes behind and above the
head. Its handle must be inserted in a sheathlike tube at
the back of the armor vest. The warrior on the Metropoli-
tan seal too wears a close-fitting bashlyk. This headdress
may actually be a felt or leather helmet. The significant
feature of the Metropolitan specimen is the garment be-
low the chest armor. It is the Persian candys. There is also
a seal showing two warriors who wear armor vest with in-
serted battle-ax, close-fitting headdress, and skirtlike gar-
ment.*® On our seal No. 30 the well equipped victor con-
trasts strongly with the poorly armed, apparently half-
naked savage whom he dispatches. A club (or sword?) and
a shield seem to be his only weapons. The horse(?) without
doubt is meant to stand behind the victor.

All impressions of seal No. 31 are faint and blurred. It is
certain that there are two pairs of combatants, the farther
warrior in each case slightly protruding in front of the
nearer one. Some impressions of this seal suggest that the
two spear-thrusting men to the left are Persians with flat-
topped tiaras and that the spear-hurling adversaries to the
right wear domed headdresses of Median type.

The naval scene of seal No. 32 does not show active com-
bat; but on deck men-at-arms stand ready for battle. The
ship, a galley, is presumably meant to be in motion, pro-
pelled by the oars while the square sail is reefed. Rowers
are not visible, but the helmsman appears below the head
of the carved monster curving from the stern. There is no

44, William Hayes Ward, The Seal Cylinders of Western Asia (Washington,
D.C., 1910) p. 327, No. 1048.

45, Iid. p. 328, No. 1053.

46. Ibid. p. 327, No. 1051; better illustration in Delaporte, Catalogue des
cylindres orientaux et des cachets ..., Pl. XXVIII 403; Junge, op. cit. p. 92,
identifies the two antagonists of these warriors as Saka Haumavarga (see our
P- 52, n. 49) and attributes the seal to the time after Darius I.

indication that the bowsprit, projecting from the deck
above the pronounced ram spur or beak, 1s modeled in a
similar manner.*” Palm tree and fish symbolize land and

water.
HuxTing ScENES

(Seals 33-36: PL. 10, pp. 30-31)

The seal impressions of this group show persons and
monsters hunting lion, ibex, and mouflon. On seal No. 33
a kneeling, bareheaded and beardless Persian or Susian
youth (or eunuch?), clad in the candys, dispatches with
his arrows an attacking rampant lion. A dead lion cub lies
between the hunter and the erect lion. Star and crescent
are above. The seal owner, Artadara, is mentioned in the
Aramaic inscription carved in two lines in a horizontal
subdivided panel behind the hunter.

The scene on seal No. 34 is more spirited. Arm raised in
spear-throwing position, a hunter, clad in bashlyk or simi-
lar headdress and tight-fitting garments, rides on the bare
back of a horse, which appears to leap over a prostrate
ibex. The ibex is dead, and so the posture of horse and
hunter is that of pursuit of further game not shown in the
seal pattern.

On the partly distorted impression of seal No. 35 the
game, a fleeing mouflon, 1s clearly identified by its horns
curled sideways. The hunter may be a winged lion or a
winged human-headed monster with the body of a lion.

The winged ““centaurian” hunter of seal No. 36 has the
body of a bull, as shown mainly by the characteristic tail
raised like that of an angry attacking bovine. The man
part spans a bow and aims at an erect lion, which is partly
visible at the left end of the impression. Ahuramazda ap-
parently blesses the action of the bull-man monster. The
god’s effigy rises above the winged disk, which hovers
above and behind the hunter.

CoMBAT SceENES
(Seals 37-39: PL. 11, p. 32)

A non-Persian warrior, a genie, and a Persian are the in-
tended victors of the combats pictured on seals Nos. 37-39.
The scenes are related to those showing the hero trium-
phant (Nos. 1-13), who is always a Persian. However, in
the group under consideration the hero of No. 39 only ap-
pears in Persian dress. He is duplicated, holding and stab-
bing a horned and winged human-headed monster, which
rears in the center of the scene. An Aramaic inscription,
oriented transversely to the axis of the scene, is unintel-
ligible.

The warrior on seal No. 37, dressed in a belted sleeveless
garment, has a grooved, truncated conoid headdress with
knob, quite distinct from the Persian tiara. The lower part
of the appendage of the hat may represent hair at the back
of the neck. The hero strangles an erect lion with his left
hand, while the right holds a dagger. A similar posture is
shown by the four-winged skirted genie fighting a winged
man-bull on seal No. 38. It is not known whether the latter
design had additional features; but on No. 37 a palm tree
stands behind the hero, and a definite base line forms the
lower border.

MONSTERS AND ANIMALS
(Seals 40-43: Pl. 11, pp. 32-33)

The remaining patterns of cylinder seal impressions in-

clude a pair of antithetic winged man-ibexes with palm

47. For ships of the Persian fleet see George Rawlinson, The Five Great
Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World (2d ed., New York, 1881) 111 194-97,
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tree (No. 40) and a pair (or two pairs) of identical gazelles,
necks intertwined, with an inscription fragment at the side
(No. 42). There are, finally, single animals: the humped
bull of seal No. 41 and an ibex with tree symbol and base
line (No. 43). The running boars of seals Nos. 73 and 74,
tentatively classed as stamp impressions (pp. 40f.), may
actually be cylinder impressions belonging to this group.

THE OWNERS OF THE SEALS

The names of persons and the dates appearing in Table I
and in the tabulations given in the catalogue of seal im-
pressions (pp. 18-41) are taken from Cameron’s transla-
tions of the tablet texts.*® The writer has treated this ma-
terial statistically in order to determine the relations of the
seals impressed on the tablets to various items of the texts.

It was found that in each group of tablet texts of “letter
type”’*? which bear the same seal the name always occur-
ring in the documents is that of the speaker, that is, the
addressor. We conclude that the addressor is the owner of
the seal. In tablet texts of “memorandum type,”*® which
do not specify the name of the author, the seal owner may
yet be definitely identified as one of the persons to whom
the texts refer, once the meanings of expressions such as
sharamanna and kurmin are established beyond doubt (see
Table I, nn. 6 and 8).

We know the names of ten addressors of tablets and,
consequently, the owners of the affixed seals:

Seal No. Owner Seal No. Owner
1 Darkaush 8 Artasyras
2 Artataxma 14 Aspathines
3 Uratinda (=Rumatenda)® 16 Megadates
4 Baradkama 24 Appishmanda
6 Cigavahush 25 Marrezza

In addition the owners of two seals have been identified by
seal inscriptions (see below):

Seal No. Owner
20 Datam[es]
33 Artadara

The identification of addressor with seal owner is veri-
fied by the Elamite inscriptions of seals Nos. 14 and 24
mentioning Aspathines and Appishmanda, who are the
addressors in the respective tablet texts. Seal No. 33 also
mentions the owner, in its Aramaic inscription: “Artadara
who (is) chief. . . .”% This seal, however, as likewise Nos.
5, 15, 26, 30, and 42, appears only on tablets of memo-
randum type, which do not specifically mention the author
of the document. The tablet fragments bearing seals Nos.
35 and 36 are apparently illegible.

We have mentioned that all seal impressions occurring
on the tablets of the Treasury group are those of cylinder
seals. However, impressions of cylinders are found on clay
labels as well, and two sealings (Nos. 5 and 8) are found on
both tablets and labels (see pp. 16-17). The following
cylinder seal impressions occur on labels only: Nos. 7,
9-13, 17-23, 27-29, 31-32, 34, 37-41, and 43. Since labels
bear no texts, seal inscriptions would be the only means of
identifying the seal owners. Nos. 20 and 39 were both in-
scribed, but the impressions of both are fragmentary and

48. See p. 4, n. 1. See also Cameron, “Darius’ daughter and the Persepolis
inscriptions,” ¥NES 1 (1942) 214-18, and Richard T. Hallock, “Darius I,
the king of the Persepolis tablets,” FNES 1 230-32.

49, See OJP LXYV 25 and 56 f.
50. Thid. 51. See ibid. pp. 86 f.
52. Translated by Professor Raymond A. Bowman,

preserve the beginnings only of the Aramaic legends:
“Seal of . . .”” (No. 39) and “Seal of Datam[es]” (No. 20;
see p. 26, n. 122).

As far as is known at present, none of the texts of the
Treasury tablets mentions the office or title of the person
whose seal—and whose seal alone—is affixed to the docu-
ment. There are a few clues, however, which shed some
light on the position of the owners of the seals. These clues
are mainly the positions and the functions of the other per-
sons mentioned in the texts, and the inscriptions and pat-
terns of the seals.

We have shown that the owner of the seals impressed on
tablets of letter type is always the addressor of the docu-
ment. The other persons with whom we are here prin-
cipally concerned are the addressee of the letters (requisi-
tions), the person who in letters and memoranda is respon-
sible for supervision or payment (see Table I, n. 6), and—
to a lesser degree—the person “by the hand of” whom
payments have been made (see Table I, n. 8).

All letters of the Treasury group of tablets ranging in
time from the 32d year of the reign of Darius I to the 20th
regnal year of Xerxes are addressed consecutively to five
persons, who whenever their title is mentioned are called
“treasurer” or “‘treasurer of (or at) Parsa.” We have no
doubt, therefore, that the addressee is in each case the
Treasurer of Persepolis, whether or not his title is indi-
cated. Our Table I gives the names of these five treasurers
and the regnal year or spans of years in which each
definitely held office:*?

Shakka® (32d year of Darius I)

Baradkama (32d year of Darius I to 6th year of Xerxes)
Barishsha (7th year of Xerxes)

Vahush (13th to 19th years of Xerxes)

Ratininda  (19th and 20th years of Xerxes)

Altogether there are on the Treasury tablets the impres-
sions of eighteen different cylinder seals, representing as
many persons who had dealings with the Treasury or were
actively engaged in its administration. Ten of these per-
sons (see above) are known to us by name as the addressors
of letter-type tablets, who corresponded with five men re-
sponsible for the “Treasury of the King.”?® The names of
two of the seven persons whose seals are impressed on
memoranda are also known. One of them, Baradkama
(seal No. 4), was the addressor of a letter and during his
tenure as treasurer the author of memoranda (see Table
I, n. 7). Artadara is identified by the legend of his seal
(No. 33; see above). In two instances we do not even know
the nature of the fragmentary documents on which seals
are preserved (Nos. 35-36).%

The tenor of the letter texts suggests that their ad-
dressors—as a rule requesting the treasurer to transact
payments for services rendered by various kinds of work-
men, artisans, and officials’”—were the treasurer’s peers or
his superiors in rank.®® The lack of continuity in our list of
addressors (see Table I) contrasting with the uninter-
rupted sequence of addressees suggests that the former do

53. See also OJP LXV 32 f.

54. Whose title is not specified in the only tablet (PT4 601) which men-
tions him as addressee.
55. See OIP LXV, No. 27, p. 128.

56. The remnants of the texts are apparently illegible, for they are omitted
in Cameron’s list 7id. pp. 56 f.

57. See idid. pp. 14 f.
58. Versus Cameron ibid. p. 96.
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not represent one public office comparable with that of
treasurer. On the other hand, the rather uniform character
of the messages or requisitions shows that all addressors—
that is, the owners of the ten seals with which we are here
concerned—had the same or similar responsibility, namely
(among other duties) the supervision of Persepolis con-
structions. Baradkama seems to be the only one of this
group who appears also as addressee and treasurer. Shortly
after addressing a requisition® to Shakka—undoubtedly
the treasurer in the 32d year of Darius’ reign—he appears
as addressee and treasurer himself, retaining in this office
his seal (No. 4°%) which he used as addressor. Aspathines
the owner of seal No. 14 may be the same Aspathines who
carries Darius’ battle-ax and bow in the reliefs on the
king’s tomb®* and whom we identified as the bearer of the
royal weapons in the Treasury reliefs.’2 If the identification
of the owner of seal No. 14 as Darius’ weapon-bearer is
correct, the position of this trusted dignitary of the king
suggests the status of the other nine persons who had the
same or similar functions in the Treasury documents. An-
other person of high rank appears as sharamanna who “is
responsible for”” workmen whose wages have been paid.
He is Megapates (OP: Bagapiti), a cousin of Darius I and
an admiral of the Persian fleet. To be sure, the tablet®®
mentioning his name is a memorandum sealed by “Arta-
dara who (is) chief” (seal No. 33), and it is doubtful
whether in this case the seal owner was the superior of the
“responsible” official. In any event, the duties of Mega-
pates apparently were the same as those of the ten officials
mentioned above.

At this point we have to consult the patterns of the seal
impressions for further information with regard to the
status of the seal owners. As previously mentioned, among
all the Persepolis seals, whether represented by their im-
pressions or by the actual objects, the most distinguished
ones are those which bear a royal name. Altogether there
are seven such ‘“‘royal” seals impressed on tablets of the
Treasury group, and all show the hero triumphant as the
principal feature of their patterns. These seals are not the
king’s own seals. They may be seals of office,’* and they
are certainly the seals of persons of high rank. By inference
the famous “royal” seal of Darius® and the Artaxerxes

59. Ibid.No. 1, pp. 83 f.

60. Impressed on memoranda of Xerxes’ 4th, 6th, and 7th years. Barad-
kama appears in these texts as skaramanna (see Table I), but he is mentioned
in the same capacity on tablets of the 2d and 4th years of Xerxes bearing
another sealing, namely No. 26, which in turn is used on a memorandum of
Xerxes” 10th year mentioning Vahush as sharamanna. We disregard the
faint possibility that the seal of Baradkama the addressor and the seal im-
pressed on the memoranda mentioned belonged to two distinct officials but

were so similar that the preserved portions of their impressions appear to have
been made by one and the same seal (see Pl. 4).

61. See OIP LXV 103 f. )

62. See Vol. I 169. The identification of the owner of seal No. 14 as Darius
weapon-bearer would be more certain if the two worshipers on the seal wore
Median dress as do the relief figures. Again, the stately beard of these wor-
shipers—who presumably both picture the same person—might suggest that
they are meant to represent Aspathines’ royal master (cf. also seal No. 26; p.
10 and n. 41).

63. OIP LXV, No. 8, pp. 94 f.

64. The existence of a seal of office would imply that the possessor had a
personal seal too. According to Cameron (oral information) the addressox_‘ of
one of the tablet texts of the fortification group emphasizes that the sca'l im-
pressed on the tablet is his new seal. It is not known, however, whether his old
seal was lost, or whether it was replaced for other reasons.

65. Burned chalcedony cylinder in the British Museum. See Ménant, op.
cit. Fig. 145 and pp. 166 ff.; Frankfort, Cylinder Seals, PL. .XX_XVII d. The
find-history of this seal is traced in an interesting communication by J. Yo-
yotte, “La provenance du cylindre de Darius [BM 89.132],” R4 XLVI (1952)
165-67.

seals (see pp. 10 f.)—none of which is more impressive than
our seals of the hero triumphant—are those of high digni-
taries but not the kings’ own seals. Five of the ten officials
who are the addressors of our letter-type tablets—requisi-
tions written at their command—were privileged to use the
distinguished seals with royal names. The sealings of
Darkaush (No. 1), Artataxma (No. 2), and Uratinda
(=Rumatenda; No. 3) bear the name of Darius (I), where-
as Xerxes’ name was engraved on the seals of Cigavahush
(No. 6) and Artasyras (No. 8°7). Although there is no trace
of an inscription on the fragmentary sealings (No. 4) of
Baradkama, the sixth official of this group (who subse-
quently became Treasurer of Persepolis), the hero trium-
phant of the seal pattern may also have been combined
with a royal name. If so, it was the name of Darius (see
Table I). All seals of the remaining four addressors of
requisitions were engraved with scenes of religious charac-
ter. Worship of Ahuramazda is represented on the seals of
Aspathines (No. 14) and Megadates (No. 16), and vener-
able symbols are flanked by soldiers or animals on the seals
of Appishmanda (No. 24) and Marrezza (No. 25) respec-
tively.

We have pointed out that in our opinion the ten officials
of this group were either equal in rank to the treasurer or
(perhaps in most cases) his superiors. Those dignitaries
whose seals bear the king’s name presumably held the
highest position or positions.®®

According to the extant sealings there are seven authors
of tablets of memorandum type, but as far as we know,
their names are never specifically indicated and linked
with the seals. The purport of the memoranda—recording
that payments have been effected®—suggests that the au-
thors are the successive treasurers or their subordinates.
This assumption seems to be substantiated by tablets
which bear the seal of Baradkama (No. 4) and which were
written during his tenure as treasurer.

Among the seven seals of the assumed Treasury officials
there is only one “royal” seal (No. 5) which definitely men-
tions the name of the ruler (Xerxes). It does not occur
prior to Xerxes’ 19th year, but is found on all extant mem-
oranda of the 19th and 20th years of that king and on
those of the beginning of Artaxerxes I's reign. It is doubt-
ful, though possible, that this seal was the “Seal of the
Treasury.” If true, it was used in succession by treasurers
Vahush and Ratininda (see Table I).7° It is the only one of
the seven memoranda seals which occurs on labels also (see
also seal No. 8; n. 67 and pp. 16 f.).™

The patterns of the other seals found on memoranda in-

66. We do not believe that a scribe called Uratenda who wrote Darkaush’s
requisitions in the 3d and 4th years of Xerxes (see Table T) is the same person
as the owner of seal No. 3; the Uratinda who appears as sharamanna in memo-
randa of the 19th and 20th years of Xerxes and in the 1st year of Artaxerxes [
may be a third official of the same name (see OJP LXV, No. 3, pp. 86 f.).

67. The only scal found on letter-type tablets which occurs on labels as
well.

68. Walther Hinz suggests that the “royal’” seals impressed on the letter-
type tablets are those of the “grand viziers” (review of OIP LXV in ZA
XLIX= n.F. XV [1950] 350). o

69. OIP LXV 25,

70. Cf. Hinz, op. cit. p. 351, There is, however, no indication that a “Seal
of the Treasury” existed prior to Xerxes’ 19th year. Further, even if Barad-
kama’s seal pattern (No. 4) did include the name of the king—which cannot
be proved (see our pp. 12-13)—there would be only two “royal” seals in
our group of seven used by authors of memoranda (vs. Hing, Joc. ¢it.: “Auch
die memoranda tragen meist ein ‘Konigssiegel® . . .”).

71. The seventh of the “royal” seals (No. 7, bearing the name of Xerxes) is
known from one impression only, found on a label from the Treasury.



oi.uchicago.edu

14 OBJECTS FROM THE PERSEPOLIS TERRACE

clude the hero triumphant (No. 4, the seal of Baradkama,
occurring also on a tablet of letter type; see n. 70), worship
of the sacred symbol (No. 15), a dignified audience scene
(No. 26), a combat scene (No. 30), a lion hunt (No. 33,
bearing the name of Artadara), and a fragment with inter-
twined gazelles (No. 42).

IMrrESSIONS OF STaAMP SEALS AND SioNET Rings
SUBJECTS OF SEAL PATTERNS

Persons, CoMBATs, ALTAR SceNEs, DiviNe BEINGS
(Seals 44-65: Pls. 12-13, pp. 33-39)

A glance at Plate 12 will show that we have left the
sphere of Persian glyptique and entered the realm of
Greek art. Compared with the animated little sculptures
of human beings—unclad in many cases”>—which appear
almost to have been carved after living models, the rigid
stereotyped heroes of our Persian cylinder seals give the
impression of lifeless though often well cut marionettes.

It is beyond the scope of this report to enter into the
controversy regarding the Greek, Fast Greek, or Greco-
Persian origin of certain seals of the Achaemenian period
with non-Persian features.” Our sealings found in the
Persepolis Treasury and pictured on Plate 12 are Greek
(except perhaps No. 50), according to the style and subject
matter of their patterns. It is plausible to assume that
these seals were the products of Greek artists of western
Asia Minor. Again, classical archeologists may be able to
determine whether they originated rather on the mainland
of Greece, on the islands of the Aegean, or in Greek colo-
nies on the shores of the Black Sea. Chronologically our
seals belong roughly to the period of Furtwiingler’s “late
archaic transitional style’” of Greek glyptique’ and extend
into his period of the “free style preceding Alexander.”’™

There are no Persian seals, or—according to Miss Maxi-
mowa’®—even Greco-Persian seals, whose patterns show
any relation to Greek life or to the mythology or pantheon
of the Greeks. This fact alone indicates the purely Greek
origin of our seals Nos. 44 and 45. The former seems to
picture the nude Heracles™ armed with his club and seated
on a chariot which is drawn by two horses. Seal No. 45
represents Athena standing in a chariot which is hidden
behind the horses of her quadriga.™

Most of the other sealings shown on Plate 12 portray
nude men, singly or in pairs, in various postures and ac-
tivities. There is a helmeted warrior (No. 46), who kneels
behind his shield and holds a drawn dagger in his right
hand ready to stab a foe who is not shown. Seal No. 47
pictures a man, perhaps also meant to be a warrior, who
leans against an object which is possibly a shield. His

72. Persian sculpture in general shuns the representation of the completely
nude human body. Cf. Dio Chrysostom xiii. 24 as to the repugnance of the
Persians to exposure of the body.

73. See Adolf Vurtwiingler, Die antiken Gemmen: Geschichte der Stein-
schneidekunst im klassischen Altertum (3 vols.; Leipzig and Berlin, 1900) esp.
IIT 78-146; also M. E. Maximowa, “‘Griechisch-persische Kleinkunst in
Kleinasien nach den Perserkriegen” in Deutsches archiologisches Institut,
Archiologischer Anzeiger, 1928, cols. 648-77; Gisela M. A. Richter, “The late
‘Achaemenian’ or ‘Graeco-Persian’ gems,”” Hesperia: Supplement V111 (Balti-
more, 1949) 291-98, Pls. 31-38 (with bibliography).

74. ““About 500 and beginning of the 5th century”; op. cir. Vol. HI1 95.

75. Ibid. pp. 116 f.

76. Op. cit. col. 676.

77. As suggested by Gisela M. A. Richter, of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art.

78. For similar representations of quadrigae see Furtwilngler, op. cit. Vol. I,
Pls 1X 10 and X 6; see also Vol. I11 107,

hands are raised to his chest and to his lowered head in an
attitude of devout prayer. The meaning of the group
shown on No. 48 is problematical. A naked man, appar-
ently a youth, kneels in front of a standing man, who holds
some object almost above the head of the former. A tucked
garment covers the loins of the standing man and is draped
over his left arm. Another kneeling man is shown on seal
No. 49, together with a problematical device. Seal No. 52
seems to picture two nude wrestlers, and No. 53 shows a
man apparently struggling with his unruly horse. The label
bearing seal No. 51 is instructive. At the right edge of the
elliptical, almost circular, clay piece is an animated Greek
design picturing a nude man with raised left arm, perhaps
being attacked by a dog (see p. 35, n. 131). In strong con-
trast to this figure, the fragment of another seal pattern
(without seal number) at the left edge of the same label
shows a fully attired Persian in the rigid posture of the
conventional Persian style. In the group of Greek seals we
may include Nos. 54 and 56 of Plate 13. The former shows
a nude man in a position similar to that of the standing
man of No. 48. The man of seal No. 54 too carries a gar-
ment of some kind draped over his left arm. The greatly
distorted impressions of No. 56 picture a nude standing
man or woman.

There may be differences of opinion as to the origin of
the rest of this group of stamp seals and signet rings, but
there is hardly a doubt that they show influence of western
glyptique. There is a bearded man’s head (No. 50) with
bushy hair (or fur cap) and coarse naturalistically carved
features. On seal No. 55 a man is seated in front of a rod-
like symbol with bifurcated top. He wears a conoid head-
dress, from which a scarf seems to extend along the back.
His left foot apparently rests on the table which carries the
symbol. His right arm seems to extend to this foot, pulling
at the low boot or fastening it.”® Three seals show a Persian
in kneeling-running position (Nos. 58-60). There is a close
similarity between the pattern of seal No. 58—the running
hero in Persian dress armed with bow and spear—and the
design of the darics. Our numismatic collection includes
coins from the reign of Croesus (561-546 B.c.) and others
ranging in time from the 7th century B.c. to post-Alexan-
drian periods; but there is not a single example of the
darics, which assumedly displaced the Lydian gold sta-
ters.*® Thus, our seal No. 58 provides the only illustration
of a daric pattern from Persepolis. The relationship of the
kneeling-running Heracles of eastern Greek glyptique to
the pattern of the darics has been pointed out previously.s
The patterns of Nos. 59 and 60 are closely related, and
both resemble somewhat the focal scene of the Persian de-
sign on cylinder seal No. 1 (PL 3). In either case a Per-
sian—one bareheaded, the other with plain tiara—is
shown in kneeling-running position, combating a rampant
lion, which on No. 60 is provided with wings.

There is no doubt as to the purely Persian origin of seal
No. 57. A Persian in stereotyped attire and posture (as far
as preserved) stands in front of an object which appears to
be a fire altar. It 1s possible that this impression was made

79. A subject favored by Greek glyptique of this period; see e.g. ibid.
Vol. I, Pl. XXXTI 9.

80. Kurt Regling, Die antiken Miinzen nach Alfred von Sallet (3. Aufl.; Ber-
lin and Leipzig, 1929) p. 3.

81. Furtwingler, op. cit. Vol. I11 98. See also Anton Moortgat, Hellas und
die Kunst der Achaemeniden (Altorientalische Gesellschaft, “Mitteilungen” 11
1 [Leipzig, 1926]) p. 16.
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by a cylinder rather than a stamp seal, in spite of the
curved outline of the sealing.

Winged genii are shown on seals Nos. 63 and 65. The
pattern of the former, faint and indistinct, reminds one of
the four-winged bifront bull-men of seal No. 19. It may be
the sealing of either a cylinder or a stamp seal. Above the
genie of No. 65 hovers the Amhim-crown of Egypt (see
p. 39, n. 132). It 1s identical, as far as it can be recog-
nized, with the crown of the four-winged genie carved on a
doorjamb of the Gate Structure of Cyrus at Pasargadae.®
However, the wings of the genie on our sealing, upcurved
in favored Achaemenian fashion, are distinct from the
straight wings of the Pasargadae sculpture. At any rate,
the presence of the Egyptian crown on the Pasargadae re-
lief, undoubtedly carved at the site, suggests that our seal
too may have been cut in Persia proper.

The Egyptian god Bes, pictured on seal No. 64 together
with a canine and a cock, was a favorite subject for seal-
cutters in various lands during the period under considera-
tion.®? Bes figurines, probably imported from Egypt, were
found in the Persepolis Treasury (see p. 68 and Pl
31:4, 6). Our seal too has the appearance of non-Persian
workmanship.

Neo-Babylonian seals, presumably imported from Meso-
potamia, are represented by Nos. 61 and 62, showing the
stereotyped pattern of many such seals: a priest worship-
ing at the altar with the couchant mushus monster,3 the
spear of Marduk, and the styli of Nabu.%

ANIMALS AND MONSTERS
(Seals 66-77: Pl. 14, p. 39)

The heraldic schematism of seals Nos. 66, 68, 69, 71, 76,
and 77 marks them as Persian seals. This group includes
monsters such as the winged lion(?) with ibex horn (No.
66), reminding one of later (Sasanian) patterns of seals and
stucco-work. A horned griffin is shown on No. 68,% and a
winged bull on No. 69. The fragmentary sealing of No. 71
seems to picture a rampant bull. The cutter of No. 76 ap-
parently had ‘difficulty in placing his subjects. A lion
couches on a ground line oriented along the long axis of the
seal, while his prey, perhaps an onager, breaks down on a
transversely oriented ground line. The pattern of No. 77
shows two antithetic sejant regardant lions above a
ground line.

The remaining seals are non-Persian, either pure Greek
or greatly influenced by Greek glyptique. But for the ves-
sel balanced on its head, the graceful heron of No. 67, a
seal of unusual form, has many counterparts in Greek
glyptique during the Achaemenid era.’” The running dog
of No. 75 is very similar to the dog on a seal pointed out by
Miss Maximowa®® as an example of a Grecized multiple

82. See Vol. I 22 and Fig. 7 B.
83. See Furtwiingler, op. ¢it. Vol. 111 110.

84. See Benno Landsberger and Ingo Krumbiegel, Die Fauna des alten
Mesopotamien nach der 14. Tafel der Serie gar-ra pubully (Sichsische Akade-
mie der Wissenschaften, philol.-hist. Klasse, “Abhandlungen’ XLII 6 [Leip-
zig, 1934]) pp. 48 ff.; Eckhard Unger, *“Mischwesen’ in Reallexikon der Vorge-
schichte VIII (Berlin, 1927) 213.

85. Cf. OIP XXII, Nos. 484, 486, 489, 491, 496.

86. Resembling the monster in the Achaemenian relief pictured in JAE,
Fig. 362.

87. See Furtwingler, 0p. ¢it. Vols. 111 145 and I, Pls. IX 29, XII 46, XIV
11 and 17, etc. Cf. the heron on a Greek chalcedony scaraboid from the

Peloponnesus in Lippold, Gemmen und Kameen des Altertums und der Neuzeit,
PL. XCV 10.

88. Op. cit. cols. 673-74 and Tig. 28c.

pattern, which in addition to a fox and a lizard pictures
also a heron resembling the bird of our seal No. 67.

There are finally some spirited little animal sculptures
which belong to the sphere of Greek glyptique rather than
to that of Persia. No. 70 seems to picture a gamboling or
charging bullock. On No. 72 a running or jumping horse or
similar animal is shown. Running boars appear on sealings
Nos. 73 and 74; both may have been made by cylinder
seals, for distinct stamp seal edges are missing.

Among the cylinder sealings discussed on preceding
pages there are several belonging to this group of patterns
which are closer to Greek glyptique than to Persian. We
refer to the humped bull of No. 41 and the ibex of No.
43.%° The animated scene of the mounted hunter (No.
34) also belongs to this group, and possibly the hunting
bull-man of No. 36.

Nevertheless, in summarizing our impressions as to the
affiliations of the seals whose patterns we found on tablets
and labels in the Persepolis Treasury, we conclude that by
far the greater proportion of cylinder seals have typically
Persian designs. On the other hand, the majority of the
patterns of stamp seals and signet rings are Greek, or at
least Grecized. There are only a few designs of stamp seals
and rings which we may call definitely Persian.

Thus, our Treasury sealings—most or all of which are
probably to be assigned to the reigns of Darius I and
Xerxes (see pp. 15-18)—document a late phase of the use
of the traditional oriental cylinder seal with indigenous
patterns, coinciding with the arrival of Greek or Grecized
designs on sealing devices which were.to displace entirely
the ancient oriental cylinder seal after the fall of the
Achaemenid Empire.

THE OWNERS OF THE SEALS

The impressions of the stamp seals and signet rings un-
der consideration occur on uninscribed labels only, and
none of the sealings have inscriptions. Therefore, we do not
know the names of their owners, nor do we have documen-
tary information concerning the owners’ functions. We
know, however, that seals were impressed on clay labels
affixed to objects which were stored in the royal Treasury.
While some of these goods may have been sent with seal-
ings already affixed from distant parts of the empire, in
many cases we have proof that the sealings were impressed
at Persepolis. Such proof is furnished by the association of
impressions of stamp seals and signet rings on labels bear-
ing impressions of two cylinder seals (Nos. 5 and 8), with
Xerxes’ name, as listed in Table II. The owners of seals
Nos. 5 (name unknown) and 8 (Artasyras), doubtlessly
high officers at the Persepolis court, appear as authors of
tablets—memoranda and letters (requisitions) respec-
tively—which deal with Persepolis matters. We have no
doubt, therefore, that owners of our Greek or Grecized
seals were officials in Persian service. Many, presumably,
were employed at the Persepolis Treasury. These conclu-
sions concern primarily the owners of the stamp seals and
signet rings whose impressions are associated with those of
seals Nos. 5 and 8; but they may be valid with regard
to most or all of the persons who impressed their seals on
the clay labels which we found in the royal storehouse.

We are inclined to believe that the owners of our seals
with Greek patterns were Greeks in Persian employ. On

89. Cf. a seal found in Greece: Furtwingler, op. cit. Vol. 1, Pl. VIII 47.
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the other hand, it i1s interesting to conjecture that Persians
—ignoring customary rules of propriety (see p. 14, n. 72)—
esteemed the products of Greek gem-cutters to such an
extent as to prefer Greek seals as symbols of identification.

CHRONOLOGY OF SEAL IMPRESSIONS FROM
THE TREASURY

For dating the seal impressions of the Treasury group

we have the following criteria:

1. The names of kings, either inscribed on seals or mentioned in the
texts of the tablets to which the seals are affixed.

2. The tablet texts, often dated to a month of a year of reign of a
king.%®

3. Association of otherwise undatable impressions on the same label
with sealings occurring also on tablets and dated by points 1 and 2.

SEALS OF THE TIME OF DARIUS I
(Nos. 1-4, 24, 33, and possibly 14)

The name of Darius engraved on the seals of Darkaush
(No. 1) and Artataxma (No. 2) proves conclusively that
these seals originated during the reign of Darius I (522-
486 B.c.”) in spite of the fact that we found their impres-
sions on tablets of the time of Xerxes solely. The seal of
Darkaush occurs on tablets ranging in time from the 2d to
the 4th year®? of Xerxes (484-482 B.c.). Artataxma’s seal is
impressed on records of the 4th to the 20th years of this
king (481-466 B.c.). No. 3, the seal of Uratinda (=Ruma-
tenda), also bears the name of Darius, but the dates of the
tablets®® to which it is affixed are uncertain or destroyed.
Nevertheless, the name of the addressee—Baradkama—
indicates the period during which the tablets bearing
Uratinda’s seal were inscribed, namely during Barad-
kama’s tenure as treasurer, between 489 and 479 B.c. (see
following paragraph). The attribution of the tablets with
Uratinda’s seal to the last years of Darius rather than to
the first years of Xerxes is based on the names of persons
otherwise mentioned in texts of Darius’ time only. They
are the scribe Hipirukka and a man by the name of Hitti-
pella.

The date of Baradkama’s seal (No. 4) is determined not
by a royal name—which may or may not have existed on
this seal—but by the date of the earliest tablet bearing his
seal, namely the end of the 32d or the beginning of the
33d year of Darius I (489 B.c.). The latest tablet with the
seal of Baradkama is dated in the beginning of the 7th year
of Xerxes (479 B.c.).*

Appishmanda’s seal (No. 24) is dated in the same man-
ner as that of Baradkama. It also occurs on a tablet® as-
signable to the 32d or 33d year of Darius I (489 s.c.).

No date appears in the texts of the tablets bearing the
seal of “Artadara who (is) chief”” (No. 33); but one tablet
sealed by Artadara states that “Darius the King” gave the
order (for the payments mentioned in the text), this king
being without doubt Darius I. Another tablet with Arta-

90. Darius 1, Xerxes, and Artaxerxes I; see Table I and OJP LXV 32 ff. For
a bibliography of seal impressions on datable documents found at other loca-
tions see Delaporte, Catalogue des cyiindres orientaux et des cackets ..., pp.
XLI~XLIII.

91. All Achaemenid dates given in this chapter and elsewhere are taken
from $AQC No. 24.

92. For dating by months of all seals mentioned in this chapter consult
Table I and the catalogue of seal impressions (pp. 18 f£.).

93. OIP LXV, Nos 3 and 34, pp. 86-88.
94. See ibid. Nos. 1 and 24, pp. 83 f. and 124 f., respectively.
95. Ibid. No. 2, p. 85.

dara’s seal simply mentions that Darius gave the order.*

The seal of Aspathines (No. 14) was undoubtedly cut in
the reign of Darius if its owner is correctly identified as the
weapon-bearer of the king (see p. 13). The use of the seal
in the beginning of Xerxes’ reign (end of 2d year and
3d year,” i.e., 483 B.c.) also tends to attribute it to the
reign of Darius (see p. 17).

These seven seals, attributed to the time of Darius I, are
all cylinder seals. No impressions of them occur on clay
labels, where they might have been associated with im-
pressions of other cylinders, stamp seals, or signet rings, as
is the case with certain seals of Xerxes’ reign (see below).
We are therefore deprived of the possibility of attributing
further seals to Darius’ time by their association with
dated specimens, but we shall point out some clues sug-
gesting that other seals of the Treasury group may be
attributed to the reign of this king.

SEALS OF THE TIME OF XERXES

(Nos. 5-8, 16, 25-26, 30, and associated specimens)®®

Xerxes’ name 1s never mentioned in the tablet texts of
the Treasury group; but it appears on four seals (Nos.
5-8), three of which are affixed to records of the following
years of his reign:

No. 6 (seal of Cigavahush) Years 15-18 (470467 B.c.)%

No. 5 (owner unknown) Years 19-20 (467-466 B.c.)100
No. 8 (seal of Artasyras) Year 20 (466/65 B.c.)!
No. 7 occurs once only, on a clay label without further data.

These seals can be attributed with certainty to the reign of
Xerxes. The terminus a quo is the date of his accession to
the throne (486 B.c.).!®® The terminus ad quem is the first
documented use of the seal. Consequently, the four seals
must have been cut during the following years:

No. 6 between 486 and 470 B.c.

No. 5 between 486 and 467 =.c.

No. 8 between 486 and 466 B.c.
No. 7 486465 B.c.

Seals Nos. 16, 25, 26, and 30 do not bear Xerxes’ name;
but the dates and names mentioned in the texts of the
tablets to which they are affixed—especially the treasurers’
names—prove that these seals were used during the follow-
ing years of Xerxes’ reign:

No. 26 (owner unknown)
No. 25 (seal of Marrezza)

No. 30 (owner unknown)
No. 16 (seal of Megadates)

Years 2-10 (483-476 B.c.)108
Year 7 (478 B.c.)1%4

Year 16 (470/69 B.c.)1%
Year 19 (466 B.c.)1%

96. See ibid. Nos. 4-5, pp. 88-92. If the scribe (Dadumania) who wrote
Artadara’s tablets is the same person (Datam[es]) who is identified by the
Aramaic inscription on seal No. 20, that seal too has to be assigned to the
time of Darius I (see our p. 7, but cf. p. 26, n. 122),

97. See OIP LXV, Nos. 12, 124, 124, and 14, pp. 102 f.

98. It is interesting to note the close similarity of seals Nos. 3 and 4 of the
reign of Darius to Nos. 6 and' 5 respectively of Xerxes’ time (see Pls. 3-4).

99. For dates of first and last occurrences see OIP LXV, Nos. 28-29, p.
134, and No. 33, p. 138 (where “468" B.c. should be corrected to “467").

100. For earliest documentation of seal No. 5 see 7674, Nos. 34-35, p. 140.
This seal occurs also on tablets of years 1-5 of Artaxerxes I (464-459 B.c.); for
date of last occurrence see i4id. No. 79, p. 196.

101. See 44id. No. 68, pp. 182 f., and No. 75, pp. 190 f,

102. Darius I died in November, 486, that is, in the 36th year of his reign
(SAOC No. 24, pp. 14 and 29). Xerxes evidently ascended the throne on his
father’s death. Thereafter all “royal” inscriptions—such as, for instance, the
legends of our seals—would certainly mention Xerxes—and not Darius—dur-
ing the remainder of the “accession year.” Xerxes’ 1st “regnal year” started
April 6, 485 B.c. (1bid. p. 29).

103. See OIP XLV, Nos. 11, 20, 26.

104. See i4id. No. 25.

105. See ibid. Nos. 30 and 32.
106. See ibid. Nos. 36, 44, 44a.
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The tablets bearing these seals give us the ferminus ad
quem only, that is, we know the seals were carved prior to
their first documented use:

No. 26 in or prior to 483 B.c.
No. 25 in or prior to 478 B.c.
No. 30 in or prior to 470 B.c.
No. 16 in or prior to 466 B.c.

As to the terminus a quo, while there is no doubt that all
four seals belong to the Achaemenian period, and while
some of them may have been carved in Xerxes’ time, those
in particular which are impressed on tablets of the early
years of this king’s reign may actually have been cut dur-
ing the reign of Darius I (cf. seal No. 14; p. 16).1°” We have
shown that seals bearing Darius’ name were used to en-
dorse official documents during the entire reign of his suc-
cessor, as late as 466 B.c., about twenty years after the
great king’s death (see Table I, seal No. 2).

A third group of seals used during the reign of Xerxes is
represented by a considerable number of impressions of
cylinder seals, stamp seals, and signet rings associated on
clay labels directly or indirectly with seals of Xerxes’ time
(see Table II).

We have mentioned that no impressions of the seals
which are definitely identified as seals of Darius’ reign
were found on clay labels of the Treasury; but three of-
ficials of Xerxes impressed their seals (Nos. 5, 7, and 8),
bearing their king’s name, on such labels.

Seal No. 7 (owner unknown) occurs once only, on a label
without other seal impressions, which therefore does not
help us in dating further material.

Seal No. 8, the seal of Artasyras, is associated on labels
with No. 5, and with five other seals (Nos. 11, 29, 43, 50,
and 53), all of which are also impressed on labels bearing
impressions of No. 5.

Seal No. 5 (owner unknown) is the key specimen on
which Table 11 is based. The table shows that impressions
of No. 5 appear in direct combinations with twenty-three
other seals out of the total of seventy-seven seals compris-
ing the Treasury collection. Combinations of No. 5 with
impressions of other seals on individual labels are tabu-
lated in the catalogue (see p. 21).

The top line of Table II lists by number all sealings of
the Treasury. The first line of the top register (“Direct
Associations”) enumerates the sealings occurring with
No. 5 on the same labels and the frequency of such associa-
tions; for example, seals Nos. 8 and 11 are each found three
times on labels with No. 5, whereas No. 12 is only once
associated with No. 5 on the same specimen, etc. The fol-
lowing lines of the top register repeat the seals associated
with No. 5 and list all seals associated with them in turn.
In this manner we determine associations of the second
degree. For instance, No. 17, occurring once on the same
label with No. 35, is associated on another label with No.
10, which does not appear on labels with the impression of
No. 5. Thus, through No. 17, and, as the table shows,
through Nos. 32 and 38 as well, No. 10 is indirectly associ-
ated with No. 5. Other second-degree associations with
No. 5 are formed by the following: Nos. 21 (through No.
70), 28 (through No. 72), and 37 (through No. 32).

107. Seal No. 26, for instance, must have been cut toward the end of Dari-
us’ reign if its pattern actually represents the king and his successor (see
p. 10, n. 41).

The second register of Table II tabulates the seals oc-
curring on the same labels with sealings associated in the
second degree with No. 5 and thus marks associations of
the third degree, namely Nos. 18, 48, 56, 62, 65, and 66.

The third register, listing third-degree associations, de-
termines finally one fourth-degree association, namely No.
75, which is impressed on eighteen labels and always paired
with No. 62.

In this manner we determined the directand indirectasso-
ciations of impressions of thirty-four cylinder seals, stamp
seals, and signet rings with impressions of seal No. 5.

One of these seals is dated, namely No. 8, the seal of
Artasyras (see above) ; but the chronological position of the
other seals hinges naturally on the date of the key seal,
No. 5. We have shown that this seal must have been cut
between 486 and 467 B.c. (see p. 16). This fact supplies the
terminus a quo for the labels to which seal No. 5 and any of
the twenty-three directly associated seals are affixed.
These clay labels could not have been attached to royal
goods or records and endorsed by the owners of our seals
prior to the beginning of Xerxes’ reign, that is, 486 B.c.
However, the partial dating of the /abels through No. 5
impressions does not date equally the seal/s associated with
No. 5 on the same labels. Contemporaneousness of use is
proven beyond doubt; but even those seals directly associ-
ated with No. 5 on the same labels may have been carved
during the reign of Darius I and owned by persons whose
span of adult life or whose tenure of office extended over
the reigns of both kings. A still earlier date is possible in a
few instances, though implausible. Again, seal No. 5 was
used on tablets as late as the 5th year of Artaxerxes I
(459 B.c.). Theoretically, therefore, labels with seal No. 5
and associated impressions may belong to a period as late
as the reign of this king. However, it is reasonable to as-
sume that many or most of the seals directly or indirectly
associated with seal No. 5 were cut during the time of
Xerxes.

Indirect associations of seals with No. 5 indicate ap-
proximate contemporaneousness of use with seal No. 5.
They do not even supply us with the terminus a quo for the
labels on which they occur, as is determined by impressions
of seal No. 5 found alone or directly associated with other
seals on labels. Contemporaneous use of certain seals of
this group is of course proven by their occurrence on the
same label, as tabulated in the catalogue of seal impres-
sions (pp. 18 ff.). The period of origin of seals and labels
alike may be the reign of any of the first three Persepolitan
kings mentioned above in connection with direct associa-
tions; but in this case too we are inclined to attribute to the
time of Xerxes the origin of the greater portion of these
seals, indirectly associated with No. 5, and of the labels on
which they are impressed.

Table II (bottom register) lists forty-two seals which do
not occur in combination with No. 5 or with seals associ-
ated with it. Six of these seals, Nos. 1-4, 24, and 33, belong
to the time of Darius (see p. 16). Three more may possibly
be assigned to the same ruler: Nos. 14 and 20 (see p. 16 and
n. 96) and 26 (see n. 107). Five of these seals (exclud-
ing here Nos. 14 and 26) either bear the name of Xerxes or
were impressed on tablets of this king’s reign: Nos. 6, 7, 16,
25, and 30 (see p. 16). Impressions of No. 9 associated with
31, of 27 with 34, and of 47 with 67 on labels indicate con-
temporaneous use of each pair; but there are no clues for
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dating them or the remaining twenty-two seals except for  77) found in rooms and halls of the Persepolis Treasury
the fact that they are impressed on tablets (seals Nos. 15, under conditions similar to or identical with those of tab-
35, 36, and 42) and labels (seals Nos. 9, 13, 22, 27, 31, 34, lets ranging in time from the 30th year (492/91 s.c.) of
39, 4547, 49, 51, 57, 59, 60, 63, 64, 67-69, 71, 73, 76, and  Darius I to the 5th year (459 B.c.) of Artaxerxes 1.1

CATALOGUE

On the preceding pages we have summarized our observations regarding groups of related seal patterns, attempted to define the positions
of the owners of the seals, and determined, as far as possible, the chronological relations of the seals impressed on tablets and labels from the
Treasury.

In the catalogue we describe the pattern of each seal and tabulate all instances of its use. The first section deals with the impressions of cylinder
seals, that is, it includes all sealings of the Treasury tablets and those which are found solely on uninscribed labels and, therefore, are not re-
ferred to in OJP LXV. In using the tabulations of the seals affixed to tablets the reader should consult the explanatory notes to Table 1. The
tablet numbers are those used by Cameron in OIP LXV. '

The second section of the catalogue deals with the impressions of stamp seals and signet rings, which—in the Treasury—were found on
labels only.

IMPRESSIONS OF CYLINDER SEALS (NOS, 1-43)

SeEaL No. 1: THE SeEAL oF DARKAUSH
(PL. 3, PT4 673, PT4 652)

Pattern.—Hero in combat with griffin; two winged pedestal man-bulls; date palm; Darius inscription. .

Hero~—Head and feet in left profile; body in front view. Long beard, bareheaded (or wearing fillet), hair bunched at back of neck. Tucked
candys, right leg bare to knee. Left hand holds curved or offset weapon; 1°° right hand grasps throat of griffin. Feet rest on tiara and wing tip
of right man-bull.

Griffin.—Right profile, erect, facing and attacking hero. Bird’s face; horn(?) on top of head curves slightly forward; plain mane marked by
line parallel to back of head and neck. Wing with feathers marked has upcurled tip. Both forelegs point straight at hero’s waist; hind legs stand
on wing tip (and tiara?) of left man-bull. Tail with arrow-shaped tip curves upward.

Pedestal man-bulls—Identical, antithetic, forelegs in walking position. Bearded man’s head, hair bunched at back of neck. Plain or slightly
dentate tiara. Upcurved wing with faintly marked feathers. Bull’s body; upcurved tail, tip looping forward. Right man-bull serves as pedestal
for hero, left man-bull for griffin.

Date palm—To left of scene. Convex-conoid crown; traces of leaf design. Bulbous date cluster suspended from crown base at either side of
trunk with imbricate bark markings.

Inscription.—Behind (to right of) hero; in impression on PT4 673 repeated to left of scene. Trilingual (OP, ElL., Bab.): “I (am) Darius . .. .10

TABLETS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL NoO. 1

Field No. T;Yb;.ﬂ Find-Spot in Treasury King \;::itg:f U]l}i:::l;c Addressor Addressee

PT4 158 10 Room 23, near N. doorway to Room 33, (Xerxes) 2 6B Darkaush Baradkama
1.95 above floor

T4 737 13 Room 33, center area, +.45 above floor (Xerxes) 3 6 Darkaush Baradkama

PT4 673 15 Room 33, center area, .75 above floor (Xerxes) 3 12 Darkaush Baradkama

PT4 746 16 Room 33, center area, + .45 above floor (Xerxes) 4 3 Darkaush Baradkama

PT4 652 18 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xecrxes) 4 6 Darkaush Baradkama

PT4 747 19 Room 33, center area, +.45 above floor (Xerxes) 4 8 Darkaush Baradkama

PT4 497 10a Room 33, E. end, Plot HG 42 (Xerxes) Darkaush Baradkama, treasurer

PT4 1037 10b Roomﬂ34, 2 m. E. of doorway to Room (Xerxes) Darkaush Baradkama, treasurer
33, floor

SeaL No. 2: THE SEAL oF ARTATAXMA
(PL. 1, PT4 403, PT5 182; Pl. 3, PT4 658, PT4 726)

Pattern.—Hero strangling two horned griffins below winged Ahuramazda symbol; two date palms; Darius inscription.

Hero—Head in left profile; body in front view (feet not preserved). Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara; tucked candys.
Grasps, with horizontally extended arms, throat of griffin at either side. '

Grifins.—lIdentical (or almost so), in profile, erect. Body and head of lion. Wing straight back, feathers well marked. One hind leg ending
in talon touches hero’s thigh, forelegs touch his arm and side. Two goat horns in front view undulate horizontally from vertex; ear extends up
and back; mane marked by serrate line. Short, bushy tail (unlike lion’s tail; cf. No. 3) curves upward.

Ahuramazda symbol—Centered above hero’s head, bust of god in faintly marked circle, left profile. Bearded, hair bunched at back of neck.
Plain tiara. Near (left) arm raised. Wings at either side of central circle are oblong rectangles marked by parallel horizontal lines, each wing
subdivided into three sections by vertical lines. Bird tail below Ahuramazda bust. Appendage with slightly upcurled tip at either side of bird
tail.

Date palms—Apparently identical, flanking scene. Convex-conoid crown; fronds well marked. Date cluster suspended from crown base at
either side of trunk with imbricate bark markings.

Inscription—To left of scene. Trilingual (OP, EL.| Bab.): “I (am) Darius . . . .”"1!

108. We believe that seal No. 73 (together with the possibly earlier seal No. 20, but cf. p. 26, n. 122) was used synchronously with the Xerxes seal No. 5
(see p. 7). As to Nos. 49 and 69, each impressed on one label found in the earliest, rather sterile section of the Treasury, one might be justified in tentatively
attributing both specimens to the reign of Darius I (see Vol. I 192 and 196).

109. Cf. e.g. Anubanini’s curved ax with lnnular blade in a Sarpul relief (JAE, ¥ig. 297, also Fig. 299) and weapons of Persian and Neo-Babylonian heroes
on seals illustrated in Pope, Survey 1V, P1. 123 G, L.

110. See OIP LXV 55, n. 3.
111, See OIP LXYV 55, n. 5.



! Dates and names are derived from tablet texts published in
OI P LXV. Further specimens are listed with the catalogue of seal
impressions (pp. 18 1.).

2 The name of the king is mentioned in the texts of only two
tablets (Nos. 4-5) from the Treasury (see seal No. 33 and O/P
LXV 91). For attribution of the tablets to the rule of certain kings
see ibid. pp. 32 fI.

31.e., the last (or only) month of the work period for which in
the letter-type tablets payment is requested or for which in the
tablets of memorandum type payment has been transacted. In
those tablets which do not specify the date of the record the ulti-
mate month indicates the earliest possible date of the sealed docu-
ment (see n. 4). “B” following the number of a month indicates
the added, intercalary month (see OIP LXV 34).

4 This date is recorded in the texts of 15 letter-type tablets—
but in none of the memoranda—and specifies the month (never
the day) of the regnal year in which the document was composed
and sealed (see O7P LXV 341). To judge by the fact that the
dates of 8 of these requisitions (¢bid. Nos. 14, 38, 41, 42, 47, 48,
58, 59) coincide with the ultimate ot only month of the work peri-
od, we conclude that many or most of the otherwise undated
letter-type tablets were likewise written and sealed in the last or
only month for which payments are requested. Other tablets were
dated one month (No. 31}, two (No. 37), three (Nos. 12a, 22),
four (No. 12), and six (No. 27) months after the end of the work

period, and the dating of one tablet (No. 21) is doubtful. Our table .

omits reference to the date of the work period wherever the date
of the document is specified.

s Apparently always the treasurer (see nn. 16 and 18 and OIP
LXV 25).

s Tentatively interpreted as the official who is responsible
(01P LXV 501.) or the person to whom others are subordinated
(Hinz in Z4 XLIX = n.F. XV 351, referring to J. Friedrich in
Orientalia n.S. X VIII [1949] 15-26).

7 The texts of the memoranda never specify the author of the
record. He is determined, where possible, by the inscription of his
seal (see seal No. 33) or by the fact that he appears as the addressor
of a letter-type tablet (No. 1) which bears the same seal (see seal
No. 4) as certain memoranda (tablets Nos. 17 and 23-24).

8 An expression (occurring in memoranda only) tentatively
translated as “‘by the hand of,” i.e. the official by whom payments
have been transacted (see OJP LXV 481.).

¥ Destroyed sealing was undoubtedly that of addressor.

10 ““Royal’” seal with the name of Darius (I).

1 Apparently different spellings of the same name (see OIP
LXV 86f.).

12 Perhaps a title, such as “administrator” (ibid. pp. 88-91).

13 Variant of “Dadumania’ (ibid. p. 93; see also our p. 26).

144 Admiral” (see OIP LXV 941.).

16 See pp. 9 and 13.

18 ““Treasurer.”

7 We believe the scribe committed an error in predating this
tablet and that it was probably written and sealed in the 12th
month of the 4th year, or some time in the Sth year, of Xerxes
(cf. OIP LXV 120).

18 “Treasurer of (or at) Parsa.”

¥ “Royal” seal with the name of Xerxes.

20 Written at same time as tablet No. 29 (see OIP LXV 134).

21 Probably for “Ratininda” (see OJP LXV 190 f.).
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TABLE I
CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF TABLETS WITH SEAL IMPRESSIONS!

TABLETS OF LETTER TYPE

Tastets or MEMORANDUX TYPE

Tablet| i Tablet | Year | Ultie
Ng,’,ﬁ" I;lfc»l;a:;:; is: : King? Y:la ' r!r{:altle :f{ oSZTl gii:s:?sz’:: Addresseet Scribe Sharamannat 1‘3}.}:1\ Fo;-e-l&ﬁ:; i;;:_l King? of mate | Owner of Seal? Seribe Sharamanna® Kurmin®
LXV * Reign | Month!| Datet LXV Reign (Month?
1 PT4 601 4 (DariusI) | 32 12 Baradkama Shakka Hipirukka [Vahlauka
2 PT4639 | 24 (Darius I) | 32 12B Appishmanda | Baradkama
9 PT4844 | 24 (Darius I) Appishmanda | Baradkama | Hiplirukka)
92 | PT4650 | 24 (Darius I) Appishmanda | Baradkama Battinasha
95 PT4692 | (24)* | (Darius1) Appishmanda { Baradkama
3 | PT4331 | 39 | (DariusI) Rumatenda™ | Baradkama | [Hipiruklka | Ba[radkama?]
3a PT6 279 3 (Darius I) Uratinda Baradkama Hipir[ukka]
7 PT4 262 33 (Darius I) Artadara Dadumania Appishiyatish | wunsak'?
4 PT4 385 33 Darius (I) Artadara unsaek
6 PT4 445 33 (Darius I) Artadara Dadumania Appishiyatish unsak
5 PT4 675 33 Darius (I) Artadara Saddumish unsek
8 PT4 743 33 (Darius I) Artadara Daddamania®? Megabates' unsak
10 PT4 158 110 (Xerxcs) 2 6B Darkaush Baradkama
11 PT4 745 26 (Xerxes) 2 12 Baradkama Shakka
126 PT4752 | 14 {Xerxes) 2 12 Aspathines!s
12 PT4506 | 14 (Xerxes) 3 4 Aspathines Baradkama'® | Dadda Vahush
12¢ | PT4757 | 14 (Xerxes) 3 4 Aspathines Baradkama!?
13 PT4 737 1 (Xerxes) 3 6 Darkaush Baradkama Mushka Vahush
14 PT4395 | 14 (Xerxes) 3 7 Aspathines Baradkama®| Kama Vahush
15 PT4 673 1 (Xerxes) 3 12 Darkaush Baradkama Uratenda Vahush
16 PT4 746 1 (Xerxes) 4 3 Darkaush Baradkama Uratenda
17 PT4 507 4 {Xerxes) 4 4 | (Baradkama) Baradkama Shakka
18 PT4 652 1 (Xerxes) 4 6 Darkaush Baradkama Uratenda Vahush
19 PT4 747 1 (Xerxes) 4 8 Darkaush Baradkama Uratenda
20 PT4 443 26 (Xerxes) 4 10 Baradkama Shakka
10% PT4 1037 1 (Xerxcs?) Darkaush Baradkamal¢
10a PT4 497 1 (Xerxes?) Darkaush Baradkama'® Ramasisra
21 PT4 676 210 (Xerxes) 4 12 1017 | Artataxma Baradkama'® | Unini
22 PT4 726 2 (Xerxes) 6 9 Artataxma Baradkama'® | Karkish Vahush
23 PT4 638 4 (Xerxes) 6 12 | (Baradkama) Baradkama Shakka
24 PT4 332 4 (Xerxes) 7 2 | (Baradkama) Baradkama Shakka
25 PT4 421 25 (Xerxes) 7 10 Marrezza Barishsha!® (Barishsha)
26 | PT4674 | 26 | (Xerxes) 10 9 Vahush Shakka
27 PT4 680 2 (Xerxes) 13 6 Artataxma Vahush?® Tetukka (Vahush)
28 PT4 749 69 | (Xerxes) 15 920 Cicavahush Vahush!® Indapiza
29 PT4 862 6 (Xerxes) 15 10 Cigavahush Vahush!® Indapi(za) Vahush
30 PT4 655 30 (Xerxes) 16 4 Vahush
31 PT4 883 6 (Xerxcs) 16 7 Cigavahush Vahush!® Attepatush Mannanda
32 PT41014 | 30 (Xerxes) 16 11 Vahush
33 PT4975 6 (Xerxes) 18 12 Cicavahush Vahush!®
34 PT4 687 5% | (Xerxes) 19 8 Vahush
36 PT4244 | 16 (Xerxes) 19 9 Megadates Vahush 35 PT4 744 5 (Xerxes) 19 9 Vahush
38 PT4 686 2 (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush!® Shedda
38a2 | PT4 897 2 (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush!®
3834 | PT4 826 2 (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush!®
38a5 | PT4 394 2 (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahushi®
3823 | PT4 684 2 (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush!¢
3826 | PT4 646 2 (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush!®
38a1 | PT4552a| 2 (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush!® 39 PT4 748 5 (Xerxes) 19 10 Vahush
38a7 | PT4 700 2 (Xerxes) 19 11 Artataxma Vahush!® 40 PT4 650 5 (Xerxes) 19 11 Vahush
41 PT4 403 2 (Xerxes) 19 11 Artataxma Vahush!® Ushakaia
42 PT5 182 2 (Xerxes) 19 11 Artataxma Vahush!® Bakurada
37 PT4 741 2 (Xerxes) 19 11 Artataxma Vahush?® (Vahush)
42q PTS 512 (2 | (Xerxes) | (19?) Artataxma Vahush'® Bakurada
42b PT4 689 2 (Xerxes) 19 12 Artataxma Vahushi¢ (Vahush)
46 PT4 848 2 (Xerxes) 19 12 Artataxma Vahush!® Pelpakka
47 PT4 678 (2)* | (Xerxes) 19 12 Artataxma Vahush!® Pelpakka
48 PT4 679 (2)* | (Xerxes) 19 Artataxma Vahush!®
482 | PT4 740 2 (Xerxes) (19?) Artataxma Vahush!®
44 PT4 444 16 (Xerxes) 19 12 Megadates Vahush Vahush
44¢ | PT4 759 | 16 (Xerxes) 19 Megadates Vahush
4951 | PT4 439 2 (Xerxes) 19 11 Artataxma Ratininda'®
4952 | PT4 651 2 (Xerxes) 19 12 Artataxma Ratinifnda]t® 45 PT6 75 5 (Xerxes) 19 12 Uratinda
49 PT4 636 2 (Xerxes) 20 1 Artataxma Ratininda (Ratininda)
4923 | PT4 952 2 (Xerxes) 20 1 Artataxma Ratininda®
49a1 | PT4 440 2 (Xerxes) (20) 1 Artataxma Ratininda!®
49a2 | PT4 648 2 (Xecrxes) (20) 1 Artataxma Ratininda'®
54 PT4 407 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda'® Hystanes
52 PT4 656 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda'® Otanes
53 PT4 438 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda's Napezza
5932 | PT4 366 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda®
57 PT4 683 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda®
59 PT4 406 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratinindal®
56 PT4 437 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda'
59a1 | PT4 896 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda!*
58 PT4 677 2 {Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda!®* | Megabates Pelpakka 61 PT4 739 5 (Xerxes) 20 2 Uratinda
55 PT4 645 2 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratinindat® 51 PT4 599 5 (Xerxes) 20 2 Uratinda
63 PT4 647 2 (Xerxes) 20 3 Artataxma Ratininda® 62 PT4 333 5 (Xerxes) 20 3 Uratinda
63a PT4 658 2 (Xerxes) 20 Artataxma Ratininda'® 66 PT4 654 5 (Xerxes) 20 3 Uratinda
68a | PT4 849 2 (Xerxes) Artataxma Ratininda'® (Ratininda) 64 PT4 905 5 (Xerxes) 20 3 Uratinda
67 PT4 405 5 (Xerxes) 20 3 Uratinda
68 PT4 436 8y (Xerxes) 20 4 Artasyras Ratininda!® Megabates (Ratininda) 70 PT4 672 5 (Xerxes) 20 4 Uratinda
72 PT4 477 5 (Xerxes) 20 6
73 PT4 842 5 (Xerxes) 20 7 Uratinda
74 PT4 693 5 (Xerxes) 20 7 Uratinda
75 PT4 47 8 (Xerxes) 20 12 Artasyras Ratenda!® (Ratenda)
76 PT4 441 5 (Artaxerxes I) 1 3 Uratinda
77 PT4 753 5 (Artaxerxes I) 1 4 Uratinda
78 PT4 681 5 (Artaxerxes I) 3 12 Barishsha
79 PT4 996 5 (Artaxerxes I) S 12B
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TABLE II
SEALS ASSOCIATED ON LABELS WITH SEAL No, 5*

SeaL NuMBER

Impressions of Seal Cylinders Impressions of Stamp Seals and Signet Rings

tj2)]3]a]she6|7)8)}o9lto]an|12)13]14f15|16]17]|18F19|20]| 21| 22]723|24)|25)026]27{28|29(30|31|32|33[34]{35|36]37|38|39|40(41}42]43|44|45|46|47|48)|49([50|51(52{53|354|55|56(57|58(859|60(61|62(63|64|65(66]|67

o

With No. § 3 3t1 1 4 1
With No, 8
With No. 11
With No. 12
With No. 17
With No. 19
With No. 23
With No. 29
With No. 32
With No. 38
With No. 40
With No. 41
With No. 43
With No. 44
With No. 50
With No. 52
With No. 53
With No. 54
With No. 55
With No, 58
With No, 61
With No. 70
With No. 72
With No. 74

[7+]
;(h(oJNI
[IA8 R
el

—

Direct
—
[N
xS
[

- Dt 00 B Cad =t i NI DD L et et D et D e et s D3 B
[
[
-
-
—

—

NUMBER OF ASSOCIATIONS

With No. 10 111 1 1
With No. 21
With No. 28 !
With Ne. 37 1 1

Second Degree
——

—

—

—_

—

With No. 18 1 .

With No. 48
With No. 56
With No. 62 -
With No. 65
With No. 66

Third Degtee
[ S]] —
b b
——

[y
o

With No. 75 18

Fourth Degree

Direct: Nos. 8 11 12 17 19 23 29 32 38 40 141 43 |44 50 52 |53 {54 (55 58 61

Second Degree: Nos. 10 21 28 37

Associations
with No. 5

Third Degree: Nos. 18 48 56 62 65 [66

Fourth Degree: No.

Seals not associated
with No. 5:tNos. [1(2]31] 4 6|7 9% 13 |14 |15 |16 20 22 24 |25 [26 (27§ 30 (313 33 [34§|35 [36 39 42 45 (46 (47 49 51 57 59 (60 63 (64 67]]

* See pp. 16-18. t See pp. 171. t Nos. 9 and 31 are associated on six labels, § Nos. 27 and 34 are once associated. || Nos. 47 and 67 are twice associated.
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SEAL IMPRESSIONS

TABLETS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL No. 2

19

MoxTH
Fiewp No. T'K;LET Fixp-SPoT IN TREASURY Kine Yeawor | ADDRESSOR ADDRESSEE
0. REIGN
Ultimate | Seal Date
PT4 676 21 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 4 12 10* Artataxma Baradkama, treasurer
PT4 726 22 Above Room 39, Plot HG 40, center W. line (Xerxes) 6 9 Artataxma Baradkama, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 680 27 Room 33, center area, .75 above floor (Xerxes) 13 6 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer at Parsa
PT4 740 48a Room 33, center area, .45 above floor (Xerxes) (19?) Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 394 38a5 Room 33, column base B4, floor (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 552a 38al R(I))cim %Iibat 0ccntcr of W. wall, 1.50 above floor, (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer at Parsa
ot 4
PT4 646 3826 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 684 3843 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 826 38a4 Room 33, N. of column base A5, floor (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 897 3842 R(:;)‘rln 33, at N. wall, N. of column bases 43 and {Xerxcs) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
, floor
PT4 686 38 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 10 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer at Parsa
PT4 741 37 Room 33, center area, +.45 above floor (Xerxes) 19 i1 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PTS 182 42 Hall 38, at column base C5, .15 above floor (Xerxes) 19 11 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer at Parsa
P14 403 41 Room 33, above column base B4 (Xerxes) 19 11 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 700 38a7 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 11 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 689 42b Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 12 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 848 46 Room 33, between column bases 43 and A4, floor (Xersex) 19 12 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 439 4951 Room 33, at column base B3, floor to .50 above (Xerxes) 19 11t Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 651 4952 Room 33, center area, .75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 12 [Artataxmali | Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 636 49 Room 33, at column base A4, .85 above floor (Xerxes) 20 1 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 952 49a3 Room 33, NE. corner, floor (Xerxes) 20 i Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 440 49a1 Room 33, at column base B3, floor to .50 above (Xerxes) (20) 1 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 648 4942 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) (20) 1 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 366 59a2 Corridor 31, SE. corner of Plot HG 50 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 406 59 Room 33, above column base B4 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 437 56 Room 33, at column base B3, floor to .50 above {Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 438 53 Room 33, at column base B3, floor to .50 above (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 645 55 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 677 58 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 656 52 Room 33, center area, .75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 407 54 Room 33, above column base B4 (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 683 57 Room 33, center area, £ .75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 896 5941 Room 33, between and N. of column bases (Xerxes) 20 2 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
A2 and A3, floor
PT4 647 63 Room 33, center area, .75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 3 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer of Parsa
PT4 658 63a Room 33, center area, 4.75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 849 68a Room 33, between column bases A3 and A4, floor (Xerxes) Artataxma Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 649 Room 33, center area, £ .75 above floor [Artataxmal]l
Further Tablets Mentioning Artataxma as Addressor (seal impressions destroyed or mutilated, but undoubtedly No. 2)
P'T4 678 47 Room 33, center area, .75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 12 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT4 679 48 Room 33, center area, £ .75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 12 Artataxma Vahush, treasurer
PT5 512 42a Plot HF 49, loose dirt (Xerxes) (19?) Artataxma Vahush, treasurer of Parsa

* See Table I, n. 17.
1 Tablet was evidently written in the 12th month or later, after Ratininda had displaced Vahush as treasurer.

1 Name destroyed; identified by seal,

Sear No. 3: THE SeaL or UraTINDA (=RUMATENDA)
(PL. 3, PT4 860, PT4 331)

Pattern.—Hero holding two inverted lions; two winged pedestal lions; date palm; Darius inscription.

Hero—Head and feet in right profile; body in front view. Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara encircled by fillet(?);

tucked candys with folds marked. Grasps, with extended arms, one hind leg of lion at either side.

Inverted lions—Identical, in profile, regardant. Open jaws, serrate mane. Paws of one hind leg and one foreleg touch hero’s hip and lower leg.

Paw of other foreleg almost touches wing of pedestal lion. Tail loops upward and forward.

Pedestal lions.—Hero’s feet stand on heads of two antithetic winged lions, sejant or couchant. Upper part only of each lion is preserved: head
with open jaws, dentate mane, and wing of right lion (PT4 860); wing, upcurled tail, and serrate outline of mane of left lion (PT4 331).
Date palm—To left of left lion. Roughly semicircular crown with traces of leaf design. Bulbous date cluster suspended from crown base at

either side of trunk with imbricate bark markings.
Inscription—To right of scene. Trilingual (OP, EL, Bab.): “I (am) Darius . .. .7t

TABLETS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL No. 3

Field No. T;l;lﬁ Find-Spot in Treasury King Addressor Addressee

PT4 331 3 Room 33, at center of W. wall, in charcoal lay- (Darius?) Rumatenda* Baradkama
er, .50 above floor _ )

PT6 279 3a Hall 41, SE. of column bage E6, floor (Darius?) Uratinda* Baradkama

PT4 860 Room 33, at SE. corner of N. doorway, floor (Darius?) | [Uratinda or Rumatenda)t

* See OIP LXV 86. t Name destroyed; identified by scal.

112. See OIP LXV 55, n. 6.



oi.uchicago.edu

20 OBYECTS FROM THE PERSEPOLIS TERRACE

SeaL No. 4: THE SeaL oF BARADKAMA
(PL. 4, PT4 332, PT4 601)

Pattern—Hero holding two winged man-bulls; date palm.

Hero—Head in right profile; body in front view (feet missing). Long beard with horizontal lines, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate
tiara; tucked candys, folds marked on lower right half; two horizontal dashes mark belt(?). Arms raised above shoulder line, hands grasping
one foreleg of man-bull at either side.

Man-bulls—Identical, rampant regardant. Head and headdress of man-bulls and hero identical. Upcurved wing, feathers marked. Bull’s
body, hind legs in walking position (PT4 601); one foreleg flexed in front, lower part vertical; other foreleg raised almost vertically and held by
hero just below hoof. Tail not preserved.

Date palm—Part of crown and globular trunk end to left of scene; leaves faintly marked. Faint globular date cluster suspended from crown
base.

TABLETS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL NO. 4

Field No. T;P:t Find-Spot in Treasury King \;le:i;:f U;,;i(::f}:e :-d‘ifts}?z: Addressee
PT4 601 1 Room 33, ca. 2 m. W. of column base 435, 1.20 above floor (Darius) 32 12 Baradkama* Shakkat
PT4 507 17 Room 33, Plot HG 41 (Xerxes) 4 4 (Baradkama)i
PT4 638 23 Room 33, at N, wall, .90 above floor, Plot HG 41, near (Xerxes) 6 12 (Baradkama)?

NE. corner
PT4 332 24 Room 33, at center of W, wall, in charcoal layer, .50 above (Xerxes) 7 2 (Baradkama)i

floor
PT4 370 Corridor 31, floor, Plot HG 50, SE. corner (Baradkama)§
PT4 786 Room 33, center, .30 above floor ) (Baradkama)$§
* The only tablet of letter type mentioning Baradkama as addressor I Tablet of memorandum type bearing (the treasurer) Baradkama’s

and thus identifying his seal. seal and thus identifying him as the author of the record.
t The treasurer, presumably. § Fragment of tablet whose extant sealing end shows the seal of
Baradkama.
SeaL No. 5

(PL. 1, Tablet P'T'6 75; PL. 2, Labels PT3 407, PT4 619, PT4 704, PT6 3; Pl. 4, Tablet PT4 650, Label PT6 215)

Pattern.—Hero holding two winged man-bulls below winged disk symbol; date palm; Xerxes inscription.

Hero~~Head and feet in right profile; body in front view. Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara; tucked candys with
pronounced lengthwise fold between legs, incisions on upper part of garment. Arms raised above shoulder line, hands grasping one foreleg of
man-bull at either side.

Man-bulls—Identical, rampant regardant. Head identical with that of hero. Tiara without dentate crown, but two minute disks flank central
projection on top. Upcurved wing, feathers well marked. Bull’s body, hind legs in walking position; one foreleg extends forward horizontally
and almost touches hero’s side; other foreleg raised vertically and held by hero just below hoof. Tail undulates backward, broadened tip loops
back toward body.

Winged disk symbol—Bird tail of encircled disk centered above hero’s head; faintly curved line (crescent?) on tail below circle. Appendage
with upcurled tip at either side of tail. A wing at either side of encircled disk, feathers indicated, straight top, curved lower edge.

Date palm.—Fronds marked individually. No date clusters but discoid knob at crown base, from which rises lanceolate top of trunk. Lower
section of trunk has imbricate bark markings. ‘

Inscription—Meant to be to right of scene. Monolingual (OP): “Xerxes the Great King.”1?

TABLETS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL NO. 5

Field No. T;bolft Find-Spot in Treasury King Y;:;g:i U;;::::l}:'e
PT4 687 34 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) . 19 8
PT4 744 35 Room 33, center area, +.45 above floor (Xerxes) 19 9
PT4 748 39 Room 33, center area, + .45 above floor (Xerxes) 19 10
PT4 650 40 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 19 11
PT6 75 45 Hall 41, floor, Plot HG 70, center of W. line (Xerxes) 19 12
PT4 599 51 Room 33, at N. wall, 1.60 above floor, Plot HG 41, | (Xerxes) 20 2
near NE. corner
PT4 739 61 Room 33, center area, +.45 above floor {Xerxes) 20 2
PT4 333 62 Room 33, at center of W, wall, in charcoal layer, (Xerxes) 20 3
.50 above floor
PT4 405 67 Room 33, above column base B4 (Xerxes) 20 3
PT4 654 66 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 3
PT4 905 64 Room 33, at N. wall, N. of column base 43, floor | (Xerxes) 20 3
PT4 672 70 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 4
PT4 477 72 R(;lom 33, between column bases B2 and B3, near | (Xerxes) 20 6
oor
PT4 842 73 Room 33, at column base 44, .70 above floor (Xerxes) 20 7
PT4 693 74 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor (Xerxes) 20 7
PT4 441 76 Room 33, at column base B3, about floor level (Artaxerxes I) 1 3
T4 753 77 Room 33, center area, .45 above floor (Artaxerxes I) 1 4
PT4 681 78 Room 33, center area, .75 above floor (Artaxerxes I) 3 12
PT4 996 79 Room 34, center, 1.30 above floor (Artaxerxes I) 5 12B
PT4 335 Room 33, at center of W. wall, in charcoal layer,
.50 above floor
PT4 396 Room 33, near column base B4, floor
PT4 659 Room 33, center area, +.75 above floor
PT4 738 Room 33, center area, .45 above floor

113. See OJP LXV 58, n. 8.
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SEAL IMPRESSIONS 21
LABELS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL No. 5

Field No. Find-Spot in Treasury Other Seals on Same Label

PT3 365 Room 11, SE. corner, floor

PT3 407 Room 11, floor

PT4 8 Portico 18, Plot HG 63

PT4 143 Portico 19, W. part, 1.40 above floor

PT4 175 Room 22, near doorway, .50 above floor

PT4 195 Corridor 31, Plot HG 61, NW. corner

PT4 329 Room 33, at center of W. wal, .50 above floor

PT4 428 Room 33, S. of column base B3

PT4 452 Room 33, at column base B3, floor to .50 above

PT4 481 Room 33, Plot HG 42, SW, corner

PT4 581 Room 34, near N. wall 11 43

PT4 619 Room 33, N. of column base BS, ca. .80 above floor 19 54 55

PT4 704 Room 33, between column bases A5 and BS5, ca. .50 above floor 17 23 32f 38 74

PT4 790 Room 33, center, .30 above floor

PT4 804 Room 33, between column bases A4 and 45, floor 29 50

PT4 810 Room 33, between column bases A4 and A5, floor

PT4 866 Room 33, at column base A3, floor 19 54| 55 70

PT4 894 Room 33, between and N. of column bases 42 and 43, floor 19 54 70

PT4913 Room 33, at center of N. wall

PT4 946 Room 33, NE. corner, floor 19 72

PT4 969 Room 34, near center, 1.70 above floor 38

PT4 979 Room 34, near center, 1.20 above floor 12 40| 41

PT4 1021 Hall 38, at S. wall, Plot HG 31, center W. line 11 29 43

PT4 1057 Hall 38, N. of column base ES5, .60 above floor 11 43 50 53

PT6 3 Room 47, at center of E. wall, 1.90 above floor 58

P16 5 Room 47, NE. corner, 1.90 above floor 58

PT6 7 Room 47, NE, corner, 1.90 above floor 52

PT6 8 Room 47, NE. corner, 1.90 above floor 52

PT6 21 Room 47, 1.90 above floor, Plot HF 19, near E. line 58

PT6 22 Room 47, at NE. corner of doorway, 1.50 above floor 58

P16 23 Room 47, center of E, half, 1.30 above floor 58

PT6 111 Room 47, N. of doorway, near N. wall, .60 above floor 58

PT6 112 Room 47, N. of doorway, near N. wall, .60 above floor 58

PTG6 113 Room 47, near NE, corner of doorway, .60 above floor 58

PTG 149 Room 47, at N. wall, .20 above floor, Plot HF 19, W, line 52

PT6 154 Room 47, at N. wall, floor, Plot HF 19, ca. 2 m. E. of W. line 52

PT6 164 Hall 41, ce. 1.00 above floor, Plot HF 69, SW. corner

PT6 215 Room 51, near center of E, wall, floor 61
Seals associated with No. 5 11| 12{ 17| 19] 23{ 29| 32| 38| 40| 41| 43 50| 52| 53| 54| 55| 58 61| 70, 72| 74

dicated on wings with straight top and curved lower edge; lengthwise depression on either wing. Wavy line (horns?) above central disk.

SeaL No. 6: THE SeaL oF CigavaHUSH
(Pl. 4, PT4 749, PT4 862)

Pattern—Hero holding two inverted lions below winged disk symbol; two winged pedestal monsters; two date palms; Xerxes inscription.
Hero.—Head and feet in right profile; body in front view. Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara; tucked candys. Arms
raised above shoulder line, hands grasping hind leg of lion at either side. Feet rest on heads of pedestal monsters.
Inverted lions.—lIdentical, in profile, regardant. Open jaws, serrate mane. Paws of one hind leg and one foreleg touch hero’s hip and ankle;
paw of other foreleg touches wing tip of pedestal monster. Tip of undulating tail loops back toward body.
Pedestal monsters—Probably man-bulls. Identical, antithetic, couchant. Bearded human head, apparently bareheaded. Upcurved wing with
blunt tip. Upcurved tail looping forward. Foreleg (flexed?) straight forward, almost touching leg of counterpart; hind leg horizontal, beneath
body (PT4 862).
Winged disk symbol—Bird tail of encircled disk centered above hero’s head. Appendage with upcurled tip at either side of tail. Feathers in-

Date palms—Identical, flanking scene. Roughly semicircular crown, fronds drawn individually. Date clusters, marked by four minute disks,

suspended from crown base at either side of trunk with serrate outline.

Inscription.—Preserved to right of scene. Monolingual (OP): “I (am) Xerxes the King.””1"4

TABLETS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL NO. 6

Moxti
Fieip No. T‘;;'.ET Finp-Spot 1N TREASURY Room 33 KIxG YE::IG::F Seal ADDRESSOR ADDRESSEE
Ultimate D‘:;e
PT4 749 28 Center area, .45 above floor (Xerxes) 15 9 Cicavahush Vahush, treasurer
PT4 862 29 Between column bases A3 and 44, floor | (Xerxes) 15 10 Cicavahush Vahush, treasurer at Parsa
PT4 883 31 Between column bases B2 and B3, floor | (Xerxes) 16 7 Cigavahush Vahush, treasurer at Parsa
PT4 975 33 At N. wall, Plot HG 41, near NE. corner | (Xerxes) 18 12 Cigavahush Vahush, treasurer of Parsa
SeaL No. 7

(P 4, PT6 12)

Pattern.—Hero holding two winged bulls; date palm; Xerxes inscription.
Hero—Head in right profile; body in front view (feet missing). Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate(?) tiara; tucked candys
with pronounced lengthwise fold between legs. Arms raised above shoulder line, hands grasping horn(?) of bull at either side.
Bulls—Presumably identical, rampant regardant, back turned toward hero. Wing with upcurled tip, feathers and three sections marked. One
foreleg raised almost vertically, other foreleg flexed with drooping lower part. Hind legs apparently in walking position. Long tail undulates
toward hero, broadened tip loops back toward bull.

114. See OIP LXV 58, n. 9.
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Date palm.—Two date clusters suspended from base of (missing) crown. Imbricate bark markings on trunk.
Inscription—Preserved portion to right of scene; perhaps meant to be on opposite side, balancing palm tree. Trilingual: “Xerxes [the (Great?)
King].” OP xa-3a-ya-a-ra-ia-a : X8 . . .|. EL [\i]k-8e-ir-§4 "[sunki . . .]. Bab. |™ p)i-8i>-alr-si Sarru .. )05

LLABEL WITH TWO IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL NoO. 7

Field No. Find-Spot in Treasury

PT6 12 Room 45, in doorway to Hall 38, .35 above floor

SeaL No. 8: THE SEAL OF ARTASYRAS
(Pl. 5, Tablet PT4 471, Label PT4 5494)

Pattern—~Two Persians (duplicated hero) stabbing two crossed lions below winged disk symbol; date palm; Xerxes inscription.

Persians.—ldentical, facing two crossed lions, which form center of scene. Head and feet in profile, body in half profile. Long beard, hair
bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara; tucked candys, folds marked on lower part. Quiver visible behind back, three tassels hang from quiver
top. Above quiver, curved top of bow. Distant arm raised, hand grasping forelock of lion; near hand holds dagger pointing at lion’s chest.

Lions.—Identical, symmetrically crossed at middle of body, in profile, erect, each facing a Persian. Open jaws. One raised forepaw touches
Persian’s elbow; other forepaw points toward his chest, almost touching it; hind legs in walking position. Tail curves downward, tip close to
ground level.

Winged disk symbol—Bird tail of encircled disk centered above lions. Appendage with upcurled tip at either side of bird tail. Wings sub-
divided into three lengthwise sections, feathers marked by parallel dashes, upper edges straight with ends slightly upcurved, lower edges curving
to pointed tips above Persians’ heads.

Date palm.—To right of right Persian. Individual neatly carved fronds. Date cluster suspended from crown base at either side of trunk with
imbricate bark markings.

Inscription—To left of scene. Monolingual (OP): “I (am) Xerxes the [Great?] King.”1

TABLETS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL NO. 8

Field No, T;l:lct Find-Spot in Treasury Room 33 King \;::irg:f U;;:)r:a:e Addressor Addressee
PT4 436 68 At column base B3, floor to .50 above (Xerxes) 20 4 Artasyras Ratininda, treasurer
PT4 471 75 Between column bases B4 and B3, floor | (Xerxes) 20 12 Artasyras Ratenda,* treasurer
T4 701 Center area, +.75 above floor [Artasyras]t
* See Table I, n. 21. { Name destroyed; identificd by seal.
LABELS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL NO. 8
Ficeld No, Find-Spot in Treasury Other Seals on Same Label

P'I4 549q Room 33, at center of W. wall, 1.00~1.50 above floor

PT4 804 Room 33, between column bases 44 and A3, floor 5 29 50

PT4 980 Room 34, near center, 1.20 above floor 11 29

P14 1021 Hall 38, at S. wall, Plot HG 31, center W. line 5 11 29 43

PT4 1040 Hall 38, N. of column base ES5, 1.10 above floor

PT4 1057 Hall 38, N. of column base ES, .60 above floor 5 11 43 50 53

Seals associated with No. 8 5 11 29 43 50 53

SeaL No. 9
(Pl. 2, PT6 62; PL. 5, PTé6 34, PT6 65)

Pattern—Hero holding two winged horned lions. Horizontal axis of design complete, as shown by right lion appearing to left of left lion on
PT6 34.

Hero—Head in right profile; body in front view (legs missing). Short pointed beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara; tucked
candys, double outlines on upper part, oblique folds marked on lower part. Arms raised to shoulder height, hands grasping lion’s throat at either
side. :
Lions.—Identical, in profile, erect, facing hero. Jaws open; dentate mane; horn undulates forward from forehead (PT6 65). One wing, feathers
marked, dentate lower edge, medial lengthwise groove, tip upcurved. One foreleg raised obliquely behind hero’s arm; other foreleg points hori-
zontally toward his side; hind legs in walking position. Tail loops upward toward body.

LABELS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL NoO. 9

Other Seal

Field No. Find-Spot in Treasury on Same
Label

PTS5 807 Hall 38, between column bases C17 and C18, Plot HF 37 3
PTS 820 Hall 38, E. of column base 19, Plot HF 37 31
PT6 34 Room 47, at N. wall, NW. of doorway, 1.30 above floor 31
PTG 62 Room 47, at N. wall, 1.10 above floor, Plot HF 19, ncar W. line 31
P'T'6 65 Room 45, Plot HF 26 31
PTO 147 Room 47, W. end, Plot HF 18 31

115. Read by Cameron,
116. See OIP LX V58, n. 10.
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SeaL No. 10
(Pl. 5, PT4 769)

Pattern—Hero holding two lions, all standing on base line, impressions perhaps incomplete.

Hero—Head and feet in right profile; body in front view. Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara; tucked candys, double
outlines, vertical folds marked on lower part. Arms raised above shoulder line, hands grasping forelock of lion at either side.

Lions.~Identical, in profile, erect, facing hero. Jaws open. Forepaws touch hero’s side; hind legs in walking position. Tail loops upward.

LABELS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL No. 10

Field No. i Find-Spot in Treasury Room 33 Other Seals on Same Label
PT4 769 At W, wall, near NW, corner, .70 above floor 18
PT4 550e At center of W. wall, 1.00-1,50 above floor 17 32 38
Scals associated with No. 10 17 | 18 | 32 I 38
SeaL No. 11

(PL. 5, PT4 830)

Pattern—Hero holding two winged bulls below winged disk symbol; date palm; inscription(?).

Hero.~—Head and feet in right profile; body in front view. Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara, with fillet(?) suggested
by two horizontal lines; tucked candys, folds marked on lower part, two horizontal dashes marking belt(?). Arms raised above shoulder line,
hands grasping horn of bull at either side.

Bulls—Identical, in profile, erect, facing hero. Horn curves forward; ear slants backward from top of head. Two wings, feathers marked, tips
upcurved. One foreleg touches hero’s armpit, the other his waist; hind legs in walking position. Tail with broadened tip loops back toward body.

Winged disk symbol—Bird tail of encircled disk centered above hero’s head, touches his tiara. Appendage with looped tip at either side of
tail. Wing feathers marked, almost straight upper edges, lower edges curve to tips. Vaguely marked projection above encircled disk suggests
Ahuramazda bust with arms extended toward right side.

Date palm.—To left of left bull. Only circular date cluster impressed.

Inscription(?).—To right of right bull, line suggesting border of inscription.

LABELS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL No. 11

Field No. Find-Spot in Treasury Other Seals on Same Label

PT4 551a Room 33, at center of W, wall, 1.00-1.50 above floor

PT4 581 Room 34, near N. wall 5 43

PT4 830 Room 33, N. of column base A5, floor 29 53

PT4 8380 Room 33, between column bases A3 and A4, 53

floor

PT4 980 Room 34, near center, 1,20 above floor 8 29

PT4 1016 Hall 38, at S. wall, Plot HG 31, center W. line 29

PT4 1021 Hall 38, at S. wall, Plot HG 31, center W. line 5 8 29 43

PT4 1057 Hall 38, N. of column base ES, .60 above floor 5 8 43 50 53
Seals associated with No. 11 5 8 29 43 50 53

SeaL No. 12
(PL. 5, PT4 979)

Pattern.—Hero holding two winged(?) lions below winged disk symbol.

Hero—Head in right profile; body in front view (legs missing). Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Plain tiara; tucked candys. Arms
raised above shoulder line, hands grasping forelock of lion at either side.

Lions—Ildentical, in profile, erect, facing hero. Jaws open. One foreleg with finger-like claws extends horizontally and touches hero’s waist.
Wing or other foreleg extends backward and ends in feathers or claws.

Winged disk symbol—Bird tail of faintly encircled disk centered above hero’s head; faint crescent-shaped line on tail. Appendage at either
side of tail, end of appendage bent to form short horizontal line. Wing at either side of disk subdivided into three sections, individual feathers
not marked. Crescent (horns?) on top of disk.

LABELS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL No. 12

Field No. Find-Spot in Treasury Other Seals on Same Label
PT4 451 Room 33, at column base B3, floor to .50 above 40 41
PT4979 Room 34, near center, 1,20 above floor 5 40 41
Seals associated with No. 12 S ’ 40 ‘ 41
SeaL No. 13

(PL 5, PT6 300)

Pattern.—Hero holding two(?) man-ibexes. Impressions incomplete, but there is hardly a doubt that the two monsters are identical.
Hero—Head in right profile; body in front view (feet missing). Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck. Tiara (faint); tucked candys.
Arms raised above shoulder line, hands grasping horn of man-ibex, presumably at either side.
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Man-ibexes.—Probably identical (forelegs only of left ibex impressed), in profile, erect, facing hero. Horn, held by hero, curves upward fron
forehead; ear slopes back and up; bearded man’s face with long nose. One foreleg raised obliquely beyond hero’s arm; other foreleg extend:
almost horizontally to his side, which it touches; hind legs missing.

LABEL WITH FOUR IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL No. 13

Field No. Find-Spot in Treasury

PT6 300 Room 56, opposite E. doorway, floor

SeaL No. 14: THE SEAL OF ASPATHINES
(PL. 6, PT4 506, PT4 757)

Pattern.—Two Persians, standing on two goat-fish and worshiping Ahuramazda symbol; inscription.

Persians.—ldentical, in profile, facing central winged disk symbol with bust of Ahuramazda. Long beard, hair bunched at back of neck
Dentate tiara; tucked candys, folds at sleeves and lower part of gown carefully carved (see PT4 757). Right hand raised, palm upward in
gesture of worship, almost touching tip of winged disk symbol; left hand holds three-lobed blossom. Feet stand on tail and back of goat-fish.

Goat-fish.—Anterior part of goat with fish tail. Identical, antithetic, in profile except for long, spreading horns shown in front view. One ear
slanting up and back; circular eye; beard indicated. One foreleg closely flexed below chest; other foreleg bent in rising position. Faint scale
markings on fish part with bilobed caudal fin. '

Ahuramazda symbol—Centered above horns of goat-fish, whose anterior prongs almost touch it. Bird tail subdivided into two sections,
feathers marked by vertical flutes. Appendage at either side of bird tail ends in complete circlet. Two wings, each subdivided into three length-
wise sections with well marked feathers, spread from encircled central disk. Above latter rises bust of Ahuramazda in left profile (preserved on
PT4 757). Bearded, hair bunched at back of neck. Dentate tiara. Right arm raised obliquely, hand apparently in same position as that of
flanking Persians, namely, palm upward; left arm straight forward, lying on upper edge of wing, hand seems to hold a ring.

Inscription—To left of scene, outlined rectangle with five registers. Monolingual (EL.): “Aspathines, son of Prexaspes.”!?

TABLETS WITH IMPRESSIONS OF SEAL No. 14

MonTtH
FieLp No. TabLer Finp-SpoT In TREASURY Room 33 Kine YEAR OF ADDRESSOR ADDRESSEE
No. Recy Ulti- Seal
1 en.
mate Date
P14 752 124 Center area, +.45 above floor (Xerxes) 2 12 {Aspathines)*
PT4 506 12 Near column base B4, floor (Xerxes) 3 4 Aspathines Baradkama, trcasurer
PT4 757 124 Center area, +.45 above floor (Xerxes) 3 4 Aspathines Baradkama, treasurer (at) Parsa
PT4 395 14 Near column base B4, floor (Xerxes) 3 7 Aspathines Baradkama, treasurer
PT4 742 Center area, +.45 above floor [Aspathines)*

* Name destroyed; identified by seal.

SeaL No. 15
(Pl. 6, PT4 682)

Pattern.—Two men, standing on two winged monsters and worshiping Ahuramazda symbol; inscription.

Men (priests?).~—ldentical, in profile, facing central Ahuramazda symbol. Bearded, hair bunched at back of neck, band or tassel suspended
from hair (or headdress?). Plain robe with sleeves, fold apparently protruding in front. Right arm!8 raised obliquely, palm apparently upward in
gesture of worship, slightly above but close to tip of wing of symbol; left arm extends straight forward, hand holding rod, or the like, with globu-
lar head. Feet on wing of monst